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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Brian C. Israel

As we end 2023 and begin 2024, there
is much to both reflect upon and to look
forward to. It was truly an honor to serve
as President of the Ventura County Bar
Association in 2023. Over the past years
I took several occasions to look at the
names (and sometimes pictures) of our
past presidents. I can’t help but feel a
sense of pride, both as an individual, and
as a member of the Ventura County legal
community, to follow in their footsteps and
to have hopefully made a positive impact in
Ventura County.

This year and experience wouldnt have
been possible without a cadre of people who
are committed to serving Ventura County.
Thank you to everyone who helped put
together a bar event, spoke or moderated a
program, promoted or sponsored an event,
or supported by attending an event. One of
the highlights this year was to thank some
of you at our Volunteer Appreciation event.

A major thank you is in order for the Bar’s
Executive Director, Sandra Rubio, and the
Bar’s staff, Nadia Gray and new addition
Reggie Brunner. They put in so much hard
work this year and much of that work is
“behind the scenes” where recognition and
acknowledgment is unrevealed. To support
our 900+ members and to facilitate the
extraordinary relationship between our
bench and bar is no easy task.

Their help also made the 2023 Annual
Dinner and Installation Awards a major
success. For those who attended, I
still have no idea how Aaron O’Brien
performed those magic tricks, and I will
undoubtedly be talking about them for a
while. On that note, I am not sure Wendy
Lascher’s cell phone will ever be the same
after his last trick! I am also still waiting
for a “curtain call” from the musicians
in Deep Cover. It was impossible not to
dance listening to them, and it is a great
reminder that our bench is talented outside
of their day jobs. Deep Cover, of course,
features Commissioner Dusty Kawai and
Judge Dino Inumerable.

Brad Marcus, Mike Percy, and Karen
Oakman were worthy recipients of their
respective awards. Oakman, true to
form, held up her speech for the crowd,
but it was not a speech. Rather, it was a
Volunteer Application form for the Conejo

Free Clinic. That reflects Karen first and
foremost. However, I wanted to add that
I am so heartened that there are other
members of our community who have
that same attitude. Still, this was a pretty
“baller” move, as some of the Bar’s younger
members would say. For me, it served as a
reminder of what we already have at the Bar
and as a challenge moving forward.

Thank you to my Board of Directors this
year. All of your support, phone calls, emails,
conversations, and general encouragement,
was inspiring and important for me
personally. The commitment to attending
meetings and to our community does not
go unnoticed.

The extra work put in by my fellow
Executive Committee was truly humbling
in some respects. That work by President-
Elect Josh Hopstone, Secretary-Treasurer
Guillermo “Bert” Partida, and Immediate
Past President Jacquelyn Ruffin, was
invaluable for our Bar. The advice,
guidance, and stepping up when needed
helped me achieve my goals.

We started this year needing to find a new
Managing Editor for CITATIONS as
Wendy Lascher deservedly stepped back.
Wendy and Cari Ann Potts continued to
help with this publication and Kathleen
“Kat” Maheu stepped up in a BIG way
to become the new Managing Editor of
CITATIONS. The transition was seamless.
All three of them deserve so much praise
and the entire CITATIONS Editorial
Board, including our graphics/production/
annual dinner photographer J.P. McWaters
are phenomenal at their roles. I have the
utmost respect for them. Thank you all for
producing the preeminent legal publication
in the county and in the state.

I also would like to thank my law firm,
Norman Dowler, for putting up with me
for being out of the office and stepping up
their responsibilities. Finally, special thanks
to my wife and kids for their patience,
understanding, and love. Some days I really
needed it!

As for 2024 and the future, I am supremely
confident in the future of the Ventura
County Bar Association. Each and every
part of the Ventura County Bar Association
is in good hands. Our members are
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undeniably talented and care about our
community and profession.

I have learned from the past year as Bar
President, that in such a divided world, one
of war and strife, and where opinions are
not only different, but hardened, that we
can all come together in a place like the Bar.
Our profession can be both mundane and
special at times, just as our lives are. This
year has allowed me to see so many positive
things in our profession.

As I sign off as President for the last time,
I hope and pray my children grow up in a
kind and loving world; one in which the law
and those who practice share a foundation
in equality, justice, and doing what’s right
for our clients and our community.

I cant help but be reminded that this
sentiment is reflected in VCBA’s Mission
Statement:

“To promote legal excellence, high ethical
standards, and professional conduct in the
practice of law; to improve access to legal
services for all people in Ventura County;
and to work to improve the administration
of justice.”

I wish you all a happy holidays and a bright

new year.

Brian C. Israel is an
associate attorney at
Norman Dowler, LLP

in Ventura. His practice
Jocuses on estate planning,
probate, and trust
administration. He can
be reached at bisvael@
normandowler.com or at

805-654-0911.

Need a
Referral?

Call VCBA today!
at (805) 650-7599
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2023 VCBA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS

President
Brian C. Israel

President-Elect
Joshua S. Hopstone

Secretary- Treasurer
Guillermo Partida

Past President
Jacquelyn D. Ruffin

Executive Director

Sandra D. Rubio

Rachel Coleman Sam Mojabi

Margaret J. Coyle Sara Peters

Vanessa M. Frank Kala Sarvaiya
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Managing Editor
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Creative
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Lauren E. Sims
Kathleen J. Smith
Richard Walton

CITATIONS is published monthly by the
Ventura County Bar Association. The articles
in CITATIONS are the views of the authors,
and should not be construed as legal advice.
Every situation is different. Consult a lawyer
if you need legal advice.

Submit all advertising, classified and calendar
matters to: vchba@vcba.org

Submit all editorial CITATIONS
matters to: 4475 Market St.
Suite B

Ventura, CA 93003
t: 805.650.7599
f: 805.650.8059
e: sandra@ucba.org

CISLO & THOMAS LLP’

Patent, Cupyri-;jlll and Trademark

[P Attorneys and TP Expert Witnesses

Serving Businesses in California Since 1979

WO r.:i;:]t JH.IIL].L-I'ILHI'IEI.SaUU[“ | (805) 406-1164

CARRINGTON LINDENAUER
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROFESSIONALS

Mr. Carrington and Ms. Lindenauer have conducted over 4,000 mediations,
300 arbitrations and have been discovery referees in multiple complex matters.
Mr. Carrington (ABOTA Member) has been a full-time mediator since 1995
and Ms. Lindenauer has been mediating since 2011. Their professional
association as of 2017 reflects their jointly held commitment to the values of
tenacity, creativity, and the highest ethical standards applied to the resolution

of every dispute.

Any County, Any State

MEDIATIONS AND ARBITRATIONS
BY VIDEO CONFERENCING

VIRTUAL PRIVATE CAUCUSES AND
COMPLETE CONFIDENTIALITY

CARRINGTONLINDENAUER.COM

R.A. CARRINGTON
805-565-1481

VICTORIA LINDENAUER
805-730-1959

Victoria




Our Personalized Services Include:

Establishment of Case management/direct
child support orders access to a case manager
Establishment of parentage Madifications

In-office settlements/stipulations Arrears determinations

Payroll deductions/assistance In-person appointments in a

with collecting child support family-friendly, relaxed and
Fartnering with other states to PR evIPOment
enforce support orders
im Allen
Our Attorneys !

Senior Child Support Attorney
jim.allen@ventura.org

Dee Dinnie Michael Marcelo
Managing Attorney Senior Child Support Attorney
dee dinnie@ventura.org michael.marcelo@ventura.org

Additional Services

Multilingual staff

24/7 access 1o case information

on-line

Convenient payment options
Direct deposit

Walk-ins welcome

Elina Avagimova

Child Support Attorney
glina. avagimova@ventura,org

Michael Ocampo

Child Support Attorney
michael.ocampo@ventura.org

Ventura County Child Support Services helps thousands of families every

year through every step of the process. We offer unique, efficient and

effective solutions tailored to your ¢

ventura.org/child-support-services.

client’s individual needs and handle
each case professionally. Te learn more,

please visit us at

TRANSFORMING LIVES THROUGH THE TRUE POWER OF CHILD SUPPORT
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BAR LEADERSHIP

ADR SECTION

David Karen 498-1212
Lori Dobrin 698-8602
ANIMAL LAW

Emily Robinson 497-7474
BANKRUPTCY

Michael Sment 654-0311
BARRISTERS

Kristine Tijam 278-0920

BENCH-BAR RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Hon. Matt Guasco 256-4972
BLACK LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

Damon Jenkins 662-6541
BUSINESS LITIGATION SECTION

Vacant

CITATIONS

Kathleen Maheu maheu_citations@protonmail.com
CLIENT RELATIONS

Michael Christiano attorneymichaelchristiano @gmail.com
COURT TOUR PROGRAM

Brenda Bodie 390-4035
CRIMINAL DEFENSE BAR ASSOCIATION
Doug Ridley 208-1866
EAST COUNTY BAR

Vacant

EMPLOYMENT LAW

Rabiah A. Rahman 626-8337

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE SECTION

Sasha Collins 644-7188
Katherine Becker 525-7104
FAMILY LAW BAR

Cynthia Gonzales 535-0496
IMMIGRATION LAW

Vanessa Frank info@vanessafranklaw.com
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Peter Veregge & Rebecca Makitalo 496-1164
J.H.B. INN OF COURT
Panda Kroll 551-0773

JUDICIAL EVALUATION COMMITTEE
Jodi Prior

Jodi. Prior@ventura.courts.ca.gov

LAW LIBRARY COMMITTEE

Eileen Walker 444-6308
SOGI ALLIANCE

Mickye Coyle 662-1716

NATURAL RESOURCES SECTION

Vacant

REAL PROPERTY

Lauren Sims 947-4790
VCLA, INC.

Louis Vigorita 656-8111

VC ASIAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

Jessica Wan 659-6800
VC DIVERSITY BAR ALLIANCE

Karen Oakman 273-4200
Vanessa Valdez 644-4222
VC TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION
Stephanie Johnson 988-3661
VC WOMEN LAWYERS

Lauren Nicholson 535-4149
VCBA STAFF 650-7599

Sandra Rubio - Executive Director
Nadia Gray - Associate Executive Director
Reginald Brunner - Member Relations Assistant

Business / Contract
Employment
Real Property

Personal Injury
Oil & Gas
Other

Gisele Goetz, Esq., Mediator

Hollister & Brace, a professional corporation

Serving Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties
Member: State Bar of California, VCBA, SBCBA

(805) 963-6711

GMGoetz@hbsb.com
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HAVE YOU HEARD

Lowthorp Richards and Hathaway Law
Firm Join Forces in Merger

Two of the leading law firms on the Central
Coast are merging. Lowthorp Richards,
McMillan, Miller & Templeman, and The
Hathaway Law Firm will merge effective
January 1, 2024. The combined firm will
operate as Lowthorp Richards, LLP.

This merger represents a historical turn
that will cement long-term strength and
continuity, as we combine our talents
to meet the needs of our clients in
the twenty-first century and beyond,”
says  Cristian  Arrieta,
partner of Lowthorp Richards.

managing

Both firms have a deep history in the
Central Coast. Lowthorp Richards dates
back to 1913 when attorneys primarily
represented local farmers and ranchers.
Today, the firm’s practice areas include
estate,
estates, agriculture and land use, business

business and real trusts and

and civil litigation, personal injury/

wrongful death, and family law.

The Hathaway Law Firm, established
in 1961 provides legal
services to individuals, businesses, and

in Ventura,

governmental agencies in local, statewide,
national, and international matters.

“We are excited to be joining forces with
Lowthorp Richards. The pooling of talent
and resources will allow us to better serve
clients and their increasingly diverse legal
needs,” says Seth Shapiro, managing
partner of The Hathaway Law Firm.

Arrieta will serve as managing partner of
the combined firm, Lowthorp Richards,
LLP, headquartered in the Oxnard Tower
at 300 E. Esplanade Drive, Suite 850,
Oxnard, 93036. For more information,
contact the law firm’s controller,

Kiris Viles, at 805-981-8555.

Ferguson Case Orr
Paterson is pleased
Shane
Maguire as a partner
of the firm. Shane’s
litigation practice
primarily encompasses
real estate, business,
and employment law matters. In his spare

to welcome

time, Shane enjoys spending time with his
wife and four children, coaching youth
sports, and surfing.

Jessica Villar, transactional associate with
Schneiders & Associates, has given birth to
a daughter! Daniela Catalina Angeles Villar
was born July 8, 2023.
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VERNA KAGAN APPRENTICE
PROGRAM OPPORTUNITY

Ventura County Legal Aid, Inc., is
presently accepting applications from law
students (and recent alums) for the Verna
Kagan Apprentice Program. Verna ran the
VCLA Pro Bono Attorney program until
her passing in 2014. It is in her honor we
offer apprenticeship positions with VCLA.
New attorneys seeking practical experience
are also welcome.

Students who have completed their
Evidence and Civil Procedure classes may
be certified by the State Bar to make court
appearances in superior court trial or
appellate matters. VCLA would provide the
practical training needed to work up a case,
including necessary pleading guidance with
mock hearing sessions before any actual

appearances.

If you are eligible to be a certified law
student, are awaiting your first bar exam
results, or are a new attorney and would
like practical experience, please send a cover
letter and a resumé to: vkap @vclegalaid.org.

Your Trusted Partner for

\w;«/ CENTRAL PACIFIC VALUATION

Business Valuation Services

Independent
Central Pacific Valuation
provides independent
business valuations

Professional
We have the credentials of
leading global
valuation practices

Experienced
Thousands of
significant valuation
engagements completed

Our Expertise Includes:

#
Shannon Lowther
CFA, ASA, ABV

Gift & Estate Tax Reporting
Buy-Side and Sell-Side
Transaction Analysis
Buy-Sell Agreements
Shareholder Transactions
Business Transition Planning

Meet our Experts

Kevin Lowther
ASA, ABV, FMVA

Contact us today for a free consultation:

info@centralpacval.com

N\
www.centralpacval.com L

805 585 5760
/661 527 9080

7 W Figueroa St Unit 200
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
5401 Business Park South
Suite 209, Bakersfield, CA 93309
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ALTERMATIVE RESOLUTION CENTERS

ARC is proud to support
the annual VCBA Installation and Awards Dinner

The ARC Ventura Mediation Center

Philip Hon. Frederick Lori M. Anthony S.
Barbaro, Jr, Esq.  H.Bysshe (Ret.) Dobrin, Esq. Khoury, Esq.

b
Hon. Frank J. Hon. Vincent J. Michael A.
Ochoa (Ret.) O'Neill, Jr. (Ret.) Strauss, Esq.

ARC Celebrates 36 Years of Successful Conflict Resolution

«  ARC’s impressive panel of jurists includes some of the region’s most
sought-after retired State and Federal court judges and justices, as well
as attorney-neutrals with years of experience in subject matter expertise.

*  ARC’s ongoing commitment to client and panelist satisfaction ensures
high quality, competence, and professionalism with consistent results.

*  ARCs reasonable and competitive rates give you the most productive
use of your litigation budget.

Hearing Formats

Mediation * Binding Arbitration * Private Trial
Judge Pro Tem ¢ Discovery Referee * Special Master Neutral Umpire
Judicial References * Settlement Days * Appellate Review

Affordable, Reliable & Convenient
840 County Square Drive » 2nd Floor ¢ Ventura, CA 93003

805.643.1052 « www.arc4adr.com
Neutrals Available In Person and Statewide Via Zoom




BARRISTERS” CORNER
“Bridging the Gap” MCLE Event Returns in 2024

by Kristine Tijam

The Ventura County Barristers are excited
to announce that our “Bridging the Gap”
event will be held on Saturday, January
20, 2024, from 9:00 am. to 3:30 p.m.
at the Ventura campus of the Colleges of
Law. Bridging the Gap is the Barristers
full-day MCLE event aimed at helping
attorneys “bridge the gap” between their
outstanding MCLE  requirements and
the 25 total required credits.

Our esteemed speakers for this upcoming
Bridging the Gap event consist of Justice
Hernaldo J. Baltodano, Ventura County
Superior Court Presiding Judge Kevin G.
DeNoce, Judge Gilbert A. Romero, Judge
Von T. Nguyen Deroian, Jon F. Light,
Esq., and Robin L. Oaks, Esq. Attendees
will receive 6 hours of participatory
MCLE credits, including 1 Competence,
1 Elimination of Bias (Implicit Bias),
2 Ethics, and 2 General.

The Barristers are looking forward to this
event, and we hope you will join us. Aside
from Bridging the Gap being a convenient

way to obtain multiple MCLE credits,
this upcoming event will also be a fun and
unique opportunity to hear directly from
many local judges and a justice, outside
of the courtroom. Our judicial officer
speakers will be sharing their perspectives
from the bench and provide invaluable
advice for legal practitioners of all ages
and experience levels, including a general
update on the “State of the Superior
Court”, the role of the Presiding Judge of
Ventura County Superior Court, news
from the court, requirements and tips
for mandatory settlement conferences,
“dos” and “don’ts” from their perspectives,
ethics and professionalism, professional
conduct and civility, and how implicit bias
affects the work performed by attorneys
and judges. Additionally, presentations
by attorneys Light and Oaks will focus
on the important topics of marketing
and attorney wellbeing, respectively.

As Bridging the Gap is a full-day event,
coffee and pastries will be provided for
breakfast, and lunch will be served.
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Registration for Bridging the Gap 2024 is
now open. Attendees who register before
December 28, 2023, will be eligible for
a reduced rate. Those who are interested
can either register online at vcba.org, or
by returning the registration slip on the
Bridging the Gap flyer mailed with this
month’s issue of Citations. We hope to see
you there!

Kristine Tijam is a
civil litigation attorney
at Procter, Shyer &
Winter, LLP and an
adjunct law professor

at The Colleges of Law.
She is currently serving
as the 2023 Barristers
President and is on

the VCBA Board of

Directors.

AP NIELSON-STINNETT RECEIVERS

LINDSAY F. NIELSON

Lindsay F. Nielson is pleased to announce the association of attorney
Jeffrey J. Stinnett in the Receivership practice. The principal, Mr.
Nielson, has served as a Court Appointed Receiver, Referee, Special
Master and Successor Trustee in over 600 cases in the last 40 years.

845 E. Santa Clara St.
Ventura, CA 93001

(805) 658-0977

We have been involved in assisting the Court with: Nielsonlaw@aol.com

= Sale of Properties = Business/Partnership Dissolutions JEFFREY J. STINNETT

* Partition Actions = Matters Requiring a Referee 260 Maple Court, # 221
We have sold hundreds of properties and businesses. We have been Ventura, CA 93003
called upon by the courts to operate businesses in litigation from (805) 765-4969

hotels, grocery stores, an agricultural fertilizer company, Jetf@stinnett-lawfirm.com

a medical billing practice, a film distribution company
and others. We have worked for many judges in Santa
Barbara, Ventura County as well as in Orange, Los
Angeles, and Riverside Counties.

California
Receivers

Forum
Members




For volunteering as an Arbitrator in the
Mandatory Fee Arbitration Program in 2023

Marilee BanRert Jeff Rishwain
Ricarda L. Bennett Roy Schneider
Michael F. Christiano Zoya K, ShenRer
Andrew H. Covner Joseph L. Strohman
Jean A. Getchell Andy H. Viets

LB

-

s A A
If you would like more information on becoming a volunteer
arbitrator, email Nadia bar@vcha.org or call 805.650.7599




2024 PROPOSED VCBA
SLATE OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

o
Joshua S. Hopstone Guillermo “Bert” Partida
President

President-Elect

Kristine A. Tijam Brian C. Israel
Secretary-Treasurer Past-President
RETURNING BOARD NEW BOARD MEMBERS
MEMBERS (2 YEAR TERM)
(1 YEAR REMAINING)
Margaret ]. Coyle Benjamin L. Baumer Lane . Lopez
Vanessa M. Frank Rachel Coleman Lauren E. Nicholson
Damon L. Jenkins Michael A. Crawford Michael ]. Pellegrini
Tan L. Elsenheimer H. Frederick Seigenfeld
Jasmine Khoshnou Roslynn M. Wilfert
Louis H. Kreuzer

Those who wish to place other names in nomination for the 2025 Board of Directors
may petition for candidacy as set forth in the VCBA Bylaws of which is available

online at www.vcba.org.




Barry A. Cane /®

Disability Income Insurance
Business Overhead Expense

(805) 496-5537

email: barry_cane@glic.com

1390 Morrow Circle, Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

PROBATE, TRUST & DIVORCE REALTOR

JOSE LUIZ MORALES

#1 IN VENTURA COUNTY*

Serving Ventura, Santa Barbara and Los Angeles Counties

RESULTS MATTER
The largest asset in your case deserves a proven expert

22123 [2211004] [51100+
MARKET REVIEWS SERVED IN

Market average: 70 days “*¥elp, Zillow, Google & Facebook Market Average =5

805 387 9333




A CORNERSTONE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
STRONG START PROGRAM

Year one policy premium only $500.

Our Strong Start Program is an easy to apply for program designed to provide
coverage to solo practitioners who have been licensed for thirty six months or less.

Lawyers’ Mutual leverages our strength and experience to support you, eliminating
some of the risk associated with starting a new practice.

Key points about the Strong Start Program™:

Limits of liability $100,000 per claim / $300,000 in the aggregate.

Cyber coverage endorsement at no charge.

$50,000 Claims Expense Allowance outside limits included.

20% discount for members of five consecutive years in the Strong Start Program
converting to our Standard rating system.

¢ Financing available over nine monthly installments.

Become a member now for instant free access to the following benefits:

anf

Lawyer-to-Lawyer hotline Legal Research System Continuing Legal Education

Protect your practice. Protect your clients. Protect your future.

www.lawyersmutual.com

*Terms and conditions apply.

=
Our strength is your insurance % e O & M
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BAMIEH&DE SMETH

PROUDLY ANNOUNCES ITS NEWEST
PARTNER: FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY
AND MEDIATOR

Jennifer Yates

692 E. Thompson Boulevard, Ventura, California 93001
15 W. Carrillo Street, Suite 104, Santa Barbara, California 93101
Get Help Today: (805) 643-5555 - www.bamiehdesmeth.com

FAMILY LAW

MYERS WIDDERS

CIVIL LITIGATION - CRIMINAL LAW -
GIBSON JONES & FEINGOLD )

I
]
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o ’
L8 .
ra—
Attorneys at Law Since 1971

AREAS OF PRACTICE .-

e Business [ Corporate Law
» Civil [ Business Litiigation

® Commercial Collections /
Receivables

» Community Association
(HOA) Law

& Construction Defect
e Construction Law
e Edlucation Law

® Employment Law

Ventura Office

Estate Planning, Probate,
Trust Administration and
Conservatorships

Insurance Coverage [
Insurance Law

Intellectual Property Law
(copyright, trademarks)

Land Use
Municipal & Public Entity Law

Nonprofit (NPO) Law

Personal Injury Law

Real Estate Law & Litigation




Laurie Peters
| & ASSCIateS
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Proudly Serving Veétum Eounty
805.484.6885 ¢ lauriepeterslaw.com




DAVE WALTER

With HUNDREDS of closed listings in:

v PROBATE sales
v BANKRUPTCY sales
v DIVORCE sales
v FORECLOSURE sales
v TRUST sales

Dave is your go-to Real Estate Agent
serving Ventura County.

When you hire Dave, you GET Dave.

v HANDS-ON Service

v" CONSTANT Communication
v" SUPERIOR Negotiating Skills
v" AGGRESSIVE Marketing Skills

2,000+ -DAVE

WALTER

I TEAM
Homes Sold! 09 494-DAVE szss

PINNACLE

(805) 494-DAVE (3283) e




WE READ, SO YOU DON'T HAVE TO

On knowing when “enough is enough.”

“A bulldozer can move piles of dirt from
one place to another. But when the goal is
to move minds rather than dirt, employing
a bulldozer may be counterproductive.
The bulldozer in this case is appellant
Debra Wear’s counsel. In our prior
nonpublished opinion, Zedesco v. White
(June 15, 2022, G059883, 2022 WL
2155962) (Tédesco 1), we made clear to
these lawyers that
aggressive

“[wle do not confuse
argument with persuasive
advocacy.” Although the aggression has not

abated, our view of it remains unchanged.”

Fourth District Court of
Appeal (Div. 3) began its recent decision
in Tedesco v. White with these words of
wisdom. The case involved — at least on

California’s

the surface — a challenge to an order of
discovery sanctions in the amount of
$6,000. Wear’s counsel used the sanctions
challenge as a platform to attack the merits

of the trial court’s nonappealable underlying
order quashing Wear’s document subpoena,
and then used the trial court’s analysis
underlying #hat discovery ruling into a basis
for reviewing a separate order the Court
had already ruled cannot be appealed. The
Court found Wear’s “broader quest” was
to “again collaterally attack the validity
of a conservatorship over the estate of
Thomas S. Tedesco, which was established
in the probate court in Riverside County in
2015.” In furtherance of that goal, Wear’s
counsel presented the appellate court with
an appendix in excess of 9,000 pages.

The decision is an interesting read that,
among other things, distinguishes the
appealability of discovery sanctions orders
with related discovery orders. The former
is appealable; the latter is not. [“When
reviewing an appealable sanctions order, we
review the merits of related orders only to
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the extent necessary to resolve the challenge
to the appealable monetary sanctions.”]

In explaining that the attack on the
probate matter had already been repeatedly
rejected by both the probate court and the
appellate court in Riverside County, and
elsewhere, the Court opined: “Counsel’s
dogged refusal to acknowledge these
losses (other than by disparaging some of
the courts involved) changes nothing...”

Tedesco v. White (2023) 96 Cal. App.5th
1090, reh’g denied (Nov. 20, 2023).

Submitted by Wendy Lascher

Wendy Lascher is a
partner with Ferguson
Case Orr Paterson LLD
and State Bar-certified
specialist in appellate law.
She is also the former
Editor of CITATIONS
Magazine.

Lic#01700449

+ Expert Property Valuations
+ Streamlined Sales
+ Compassionate Service

+ Maximized Returns

Ken Walliz 805 218 3402

CALIFONIA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS CERTIFIED TRUST & PROBATE SPECIALIST

RESIDENTAIL ¢ MULTI-FAMILY ¢ COMMERCIAL ¢ BUSINESS SALES

| handle transactions with sensitivity and professionalism,
respecting the unique challenges probate cases often

entail.

| work diligently to maximize the estate’s return on real

estate assets.

PROBATE, TRUST, BK & DIVORCE REALTOR
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Real Estate Broker/Realtor
RVING VENTURA COUNTY, CA AND
SURROUNDING AREAS

CASTRO REALTY COMPANY

anservatorship
ankruptcy Sales

N RESULTS SINCE 2003

(olanda’s professionalism and preparation put her head and
NOUIders above her peers in the real estate industry. Her work
Sthicaknowledge of her market and attention to detail demonstrate
Her pursuit for always advocating for her client’s best interests. She
sYnideed a p "{*f'f- ure to work with, and on several occasions, she
3ssiSted In'successfully resolving sensitive matters hat benefited
Herelients while maintaining dignity to all involved.”

ori Dobrin,
lorney and Mediator
da'|s & true professional. She is always checking in with her
: 'referral partners and going above and beyond for them.
[S'"easy o talk to and her dedication to ensuring that her clients
e'the best outcome, whether it is to sell or buy a home, is clear
he conducts herself in every transaction.”

Rennee R. Dehesa,
Esq. Estate Planning Business Law & Bankruptcy

= Direct: (805) 797-4524

Yolanda@CastroRealtyCompany.com

A-_;.____&EQEERAGE DRE#02087306 | BROKER DRE#01406193
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. Results Beyond Dispute™
Your Accused Crime e e — in Private Dispute Resolution -
Needs My Time

44 Years Experience

# 15 Years Superior Court
Commissioner - Ventura

# 18 Years Deputy District Attorney

What Attorneys Have to Say:

“We appreciate David Karen's
professionalism, knowledge, creativity,

- Ventura and tenacity in settling such a complex
» 3 Years Juvenile Probation Officer case. He made the parties feel
- Ventura

comfortable, and built trust and rapport

» B Years National Park Ranger throughout the process.”

Business/Contractual - Construction Defect

674 County Square Drive,
Suite 102 Employment - Government Liability

Ventura, CA 93003 ) o ' Personal Injury - Professional Negligence
Office Hours By Appoiniment David M. Karen, Esq. Real Estate

Learn More About EIEAAE JudicateWest.com

David Karen i ae! (800) 488-8805

Need to reach out to your colleagues and rely on their experiences?
Use the VCBA ListServes which are a Member Benefit!

BAR ASSOCIATION

The ListServe is intended to facilitate communication among its members by providing an opportunity to posta query on a substantive
or procedural issue. Once you send an email, every member on that specific list will receive the message. To protect the ListServe
participants from spam or other unwanted solicitation, you can only send messages using the email in your VCBA Profile. Otherwise,
it will automatically be rejected. Members are automatically added based off your Areas of Practice and VCBA Sections you belong to.
If you do not belong to that group email, the system will not allow you to use it.

vcba_administrative@intustalk.com vcha_criminal@intustalk.com vcba_ip@intustalk.com
vcba_adr@intustalk.com vcha_disability@intustalk.com vcha_labor_employment@intustalk.com
vcba_appellate@intustalk.com vcba_education@intustalk.com vcba_land_use@intustalk.com
vcha_bankruptcy@intustalk.com vcba_elder@intustalk.com vcba_malpractice@intustalk.com
vcba_business@intustalk.com vcba_epp@intustalk.com vcba_municipal_governmental@intustalk.com
veba_civil_lit@intustalk.com vcba_family@intustalk.com vcba_non-profit@intustalk.com
vcba_civil_rights@intustalk.com vcha_federal@intustalk.com vcba_real_estate@intustalk.com
vcba_construction@intustalk.com vcha_immigration@intustalk.com vcha_taxation@intustalk.com
vcba_consumer@intustalk.com vcha_insurance@intustalk.com vcha_torts@intustalk.com

vcha_corporate@intustalk.com
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FERGUSON CASE
ORR PATERSON LLP

Five years since the passing of longtime partner Ted
England. Ted’s dedication to his clients and the practice of
law was unmatched. The scope of his expertise was
immeasurable. But Ted’s wisdom was  what truly made
him  special. His clients and partners relied on his
judgment on matters both legal and personal. FCOP misses

Ted greatly, as do his clients, family and friends.

EXPERIENCE TALENT INTEGRITY COMMITMENT

1050 South Kimball Road, Ventura, CA 93004

4550 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 250, Westlake Village, CA 91362

805.659.6800 | fcoplaw.com




FERTILITY
LAWYER

ADOPTION | SURROGACY
IVF | REPRODUCTIVE LAW

Build your family with confidence -
Decades of experience to navigate

the most complex cases

Personalized & compassionate legal
services that advocate for your rights

YOURFERTILITYLAWYER.COM
(818)222-0010

asrm

P,

Wareart | Reproductve Tech ¥ | PG Legal Professional Group
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CLASSIFIEDS

LEGAL ASSISTANT/SECRETARY
Slaughter, Reagan & Cole, LLP seeks
a legal secretary with a minimum of
three years’ applicable experience. The
ideal candidate will perform a variety
of secretarial and administrative duties
for attorneys and/or paralegals requiring
considerable knowledge of legal procedures.
The firm offers a competitive salary and
benefits package. Please send resume to
elvia@srllplaw.com

LEGAL WRITING AND RESEARCH
CONTRACT ATTORNEY Available
for Legal Research/Writing — Freelance
attorney in Oxnard available to provide
legal research and writing services to other
attorneys on a project-by-project basis.
Former judicial law clerk to federal judge
in San Diego for three years. Licensed in
California. For more information, please
visit www.meghandohoney.com

OFFICE SPACES in three lovingly
restored Victorian houses, designated
as Buenaventura Historical Landmarks,
located next to one another, across the
street from the California Court of Appeal
building in Old Town Ventura. Walk
to Surfers Point and the beach, or to fine
restaurants on Main Street. Convenient
access to the 101 freeway. Off street parking
in our lot behind the Victorians. Lease
one office or an entire Victorian house.
Rents start at $550/month. Common
reception area. Landlord pays for udilities,
janitorial service and gardening. No CAM
charges. Contact Don Parrish, Esq. at
805-340-1204 or Jenny at jpetty@beckergrp.com.

OFFICE SPACE - Quiet office space
with large windows and hillside views,
shared in a two office suite with lawyer at
Maple Court. Approximately 224 sq. ft.
Unfurnished on 2nd floor with elevator
in building. Conference room and entry
lobby area see little use. Adjacent parking.
$800 per month. Contact Steve at
805-701-5511.
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