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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Brian C. Israel

One of the first things that I thought about
after joining the Ventura County Bar
Executive Committee was planning the
Annual Installation and Awards Dinner.
Though it would be a few years away until
I became President, I continually thought
about where it would be held and what it
would look like. At times, I wondered if the
Annual Dinner would even be held, in light
of the Covid-19 health emergency.

Now that November is here, worrying about
the Annual Dinner reminded me of a quote
I once read by Dale Carnegie, “Remember,
today is the tomorrow you worried about
yesterday.” Though this quote makes me
chuckle, it was and is hard not to worry about
the future. At a time when the divisions
in this country and world are deep, where
uncertainty of our future is ever present,
worry is something we all live with.

However, with so much worry in this
world, November is a reminder to be
thankful for so many things. On Veterans
Day, we are reminded about our nation’s
veterans and their service to our country.
As President of the Bar, I am thankful
for those members of the Bar and/or
their families who have served.

On Thanksgiving, we give thanks for all
that we have. We give thanks for our
families, our health, our jobs, and an endless
amount of other things. Turkey, pumpkin
pie, stuffing, and football certainly help us
forget our worries. Happy Thanksgiving to
everyone out there and may it be filled with
joy and warmth. I am also thankful for all
those members in this community who will
be donating time, food, and other materials
to non-profits and other good causes.

I am also thankful that we are able to
come together on November 18, 2023, at
the Ventura Beach Marriott to celebrate
our community and to have a litde
fun. By now you should have received
an invitation in the mail for an evening
of “Music and Magic.” Even better, I
hope you have bought a ticket or at least
considered buying a ticket for our evening
celebration. Regardless, please consider
this a personal invitation to the Annual
Installation and Awards Dinner.

Before I get to the music and magic, this
night is truly about the award recipients
who are being honored. To that end, Mike

Percy is the 2023 recipient of the James D.
Loebel Ventura County Legal Aid Pro Bono
Award. Congratulations Mike! My Dad had
the privilege of knowing and working with
James “Jim” D. Loebl and this award has a
special meaning to me as I have heard of Mr.
Loebl’s good deeds. Alfred Vargas detailed
Mike in the October 2023 issue of Citations
and it’s safe to say that Mike has been a fixture
helping others in Ventura County for a long
time, as Mr. Loebl previously was.

Congratulations is also in order to
Bradley David Marcus, the recipient
of the 2023 Verna R. Kagan Pro Bono
Service Award. Don Greenberg, a man
of many accomplishments himself, had
many nice things to say about Brad in
the October 2023 issue of Citations. As
many members of the Bar can attest, any
award in Vernas name is reflective of great
contributions to our community.

Lastly, Karen Oakman is the recipient of the
2023 Ben E. Nordman Award. In addition
to many other pro bono and volunteer
opportunities, Karen has served as a Director
and Secretary on the Board of the Conejo
Free Clinic and is a past President of the
Women Lawyers of Ventura County. She
also happens to be a graduate of California
Western School of Law (quick shout-out
to my alma mater). Congratulations on
the recognition and thank you for all the
contributions to our community
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Board members for their two-year terms.
I want to personally thank those Board
members who are taking the time to
serve on the Board of Directors.

Now, on to the music and magic that
accompanies the celebration of our
community. I am excited for Aaron
O’Brien to speak to us and to bring his
combination of comedy and magic to
the Annual Dinner. I have a feeling that
those who attend the Annual Dinner
will be enthralled and may audibly
gasp “wow” in response to Aaron.

As for the music (and subsequent dancing),
we are blessed to have Deep Cover perform
for us. This is an extra special performance
for VCBA as the Honorable E. Dino
Inumerable, Ventura County Superior
Court Judge, and Honorable Dusty
Kawai, Ventura County Superior Court
Commissioner, are members of the band. In
my mind, limagine the Deep Cover rehearsals
are a mix of music and legal theory.

I can’t wait to see you all there.

Brian C. Israel is
an  associate  attorney
at  Norman  Dowler,
LLP in Ventura. His
practice focuses on estate
planning, probate, and
trust administration.
He can be reached at

The Annual Installation and Awards Dinner bisrael@normandowler.
also serves to install new and returning com or at 805-654-091 1.
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Our Personalized Services Include:

Establishment of Case management/direct
child support orders access to a case manager
Establishment of parentage Madifications

In-office settlements/stipulations Arrears determinations

Payroll deductions/assistance In-person appointments in a

with collecting child support family-friendly, relaxed and
Fartnering with other states to PR evIPOment
enforce support orders
im Allen
Our Attorneys !

Senior Child Support Attorney
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Dee Dinnie Michael Marcelo
Managing Attorney Senior Child Support Attorney
dee dinnie@ventura.org michael.marcelo@ventura.org
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Walk-ins welcome

Elina Avagimova

Child Support Attorney
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Michael Ocampo

Child Support Attorney
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Ventura County Child Support Services helps thousands of families every

year through every step of the process. We offer unique, efficient and

effective solutions tailored to your ¢

ventura.org/child-support-services.

client’s individual needs and handle
each case professionally. Te learn more,

please visit us at

TRANSFORMING LIVES THROUGH THE TRUE POWER OF CHILD SUPPORT




6 CITATIONS ¢ NOVEMBER 2023

BAR LEADERSHIP

ADR SECTION

David Karen 498-1212
Lori Dobrin 698-8602
ANIMAL LAW

Emily Robinson 497-7474
BANKRUPTCY

Michael Sment 654-0311
BARRISTERS

Kristine Tijam 278-0920

BENCH-BAR RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Hon. Matt Guasco 256-4972
BLACK LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

Damon Jenkins 662-6541
BUSINESS LITIGATION SECTION

Vacant

CITATIONS

Kathleen Maheu maheu_citations@protonmail.com
CLIENT RELATIONS

Michael Christiano attorneymichaelchristiano @gmail.com
COURT TOUR PROGRAM

Brenda Bodie 390-4035
CRIMINAL DEFENSE BAR ASSOCIATION
Doug Ridley 208-1866
EAST COUNTY BAR

Vacant

EMPLOYMENT LAW

Rabiah A. Rahman 626-8337

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE SECTION

Sasha Collins 644-7188
Katherine Becker 525-7104
FAMILY LAW BAR

Cynthia Gonzales 535-0496
IMMIGRATION LAW

Vanessa Frank info@vanessafranklaw.com
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Peter Veregge & Rebecca Makitalo 496-1164
J.H.B. INN OF COURT
Panda Kroll 551-0773

JUDICIAL EVALUATION COMMITTEE
Jodi Prior

Jodi. Prior@ventura.courts.ca.gov

LAW LIBRARY COMMITTEE

Eileen Walker 444-6308
SOGI ALLIANCE

Mickye Coyle 662-1716

NATURAL RESOURCES SECTION

Vacant

REAL PROPERTY

Lauren Sims 947-4790
VCLA, INC.

Louis Vigorita 656-8111

VC ASIAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

Jessica Wan 659-6800
VC DIVERSITY BAR ALLIANCE

Karen Oakman 273-4200
Vanessa Valdez 644-4222
VC TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION
Stephanie Johnson 988-3661
VC WOMEN LAWYERS

Lauren Nicholson 535-4149
VCBA STAFF 650-7599

Sandra Rubio - Executive Director
Nadia Gray - Associate Executive Director
Deborah Tovar - Member Relations Assistant

Business / Contract
Employment
Real Property

Personal Injury
Oil & Gas
Other

Gisele Goetz, Esq., Mediator

Hollister & Brace, a professional corporation

Serving Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties
Member: State Bar of California, VCBA, SBCBA

(805) 963-6711

GMGoetz@hbsb.com

URA C,
o Uy,

i

f€ay garrt®
r i

~- "~ Your Real Estate Advisor

TEAM DEMBOWSKI

Bankruptcy Sales . Court—Ordered Sales ¢ Divorce Sales

e

Medna,hon Program W|th more
"’Exﬁ’énence in mediation.

VALUATIONS PROVIDED WITHIN 24 HOURS

N Team DembowskKi

: " Ellyn Dembowski / Kellye Patterson
|\ - Top Producer 2007-2018
 805.320.1206, 805.415.4419

N team@teamdembowski.com

DRE 01441424 /01914558

@ 2019 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices California Properties is a member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates LLC.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices

California Properties

LUXURY
COLLECTION




HAVE YOU HEARD

A

David Joseph Olivas, 63, passed away on
September 29. David earned his BA from
Harvard University, then earned his Juris
Doctor degree from the UCLA School
of Law. After graduation, he served as a
Judicial Law Clerk for the Hon. David
W. Williams of the United States District
Court, Central District of California. He
was president of Latinx Ventura Chapter.
He was an active member of the Montalvo
Community Council and Ventura

Chamber of Commerce. He was also the
co-chair of the Public Safety Racial Equity
Advisory Group.

John Francis Scoles, 82, passed away on
August 16. John served in the US Army at
the Presidio in San Francisco, and in Japan
from 1966-1968. He graduated from
McGeorge School of Law. After passing
the Bar, he joined the office of Joseph
P.D. Kern, and then Arthur Taylor, for
nearly 40 years in the practice of law in
what eventually became Taylor, Scoles,
and Bartels. He is a former past president
of the Fillmore Chamber of Commerce
and Rotary International and was very
pleased to be elected to the Fillmore High
School Sports Hall of Fame and the OSU
1963 Team Hall of Fame.

NOVEMBER 2023 ¢ CITATIONS 7

The UC Santa Cruz Foundation has
elected six new trustees who are established
leaders across a range of industries, from
fiber optics and scientific operations to

media, arts, and community service.
Ventura County attorney Panda Kroll
has been elected to join the Foundation
Board of Trustees. Panda defends attorneys
and other consumer advocates in federal
lawsuits throughout the country in lawsuits
brought by timeshare developers who seek
to enjoin those advocates’ efforts in assisting
timeshare owners burdened with unlawful
and/or unconscionable “in perpetuity”
timeshare contracts.

On October 18, 2023, Governor Gavin
Newsom announced the appointment of
Ventura Superior Court Commissioner
Paul William Feldman to a judgeship
in the Ventura Superior Court. The
appointment authorizes Judge Feldman
to begin his judicial duties immediately.
Judge Feldman fills the vacancy created
by the elevation of Justice Tari Cody
to the Court of Appeal earlier this year.

Prior to his appointment, Judge Feldman
served as court commissioner beginning on
July 5, 2022, and, in that capacity, he heard
misdemeanor and traffic arraignments and
trials, small claims trials, juvenile traffic/
truancy, guardianships and expungement
matters.

Ventura County Community Foundation
(“VCCF”) will start accepting scholarship
applications for the J. Roger Myers
Scholarship Fund on November 6, 2023.
Applications close on January 19, 2024.
Applications can be found at VCCF’s
website hitps:/fvecforg/scholarships. VCFF
awards the scholarship in May 2024.
However, the $5,000.00 scholarship
is “officially” awarded on an ongoing,
yearly basis at the Ventura County Bar
Association’s annual Installation and
Awards dinner that occurs every November.

To be eligible for the scholarship, applicants
must be residents of Ventura County
who are enrolled at any law school in the
United States. Students must intend to
return and practice law in Ventura County.
Preference in the selection process will
be given to military veterans or those
currently in the military. There is also a
specially required essay of 300-500 words
for the applicant to explain how they
intend to use their law degree to benefit
the local Ventura County legal community.
These eligibility requirements honor J.
Roger Myers’ military service and his
dedication to serving the local community
throughout his 52-year legal career.
If anyone knows of any law student who
is a resident of Ventura County and meets
all the other criteria set forth above, please
encourage them to apply.
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KAREN OAKMAN -2023 BEN E. NORDMAN

PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENT

by Kathryn Clunen
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Karen Oakman is the 2023 recipient
of the Ventura County Bar Association’s
Ben E. Norman Public Service Award.
Oakman selflessly dedicates an immense
amount of time to the service of others in
her community, through her involvement
in community organizations and public
service projects.

Oakman is a family law and criminal
defense attorney and has been practicing
since 2010. She shares her legal expertise
and philanthropic spirit with numerous
local organizations.

Dedication to Public Service

Congjo Free Clinic (CFC) is a nonprofit
organization that provides free medical,
dental, and legal assistance to qualifying
Conejo Valley residents. CFC has been
a great benefactor of Oakman’s endless
energy, resourcefulness, and belief in access
to justice for all. Oakman works with
clients, recruits new volunteer attorneys for
the clinic’s legal team, and raises awareness
within the legal community. In 2017,
Oakman began volunteering with CFC,
joined its board of directors, then became
its legal director. Oakman was CFC’s
secretary from 2018 through 2021, and
2023, and she served as CFC’s president in
2022-2023.

CFC volunteers Corliss Krivoy and Susan
Drapkin have commented,“Thanks to

Karen, the number of legal specialties
offered by the CFC has vastly increased to
meet the increasingly significant need of
the community. And ultimately, many of
the CFC legal clients have expressed great
appreciation for the services they received.”
In fact, during Covid, the clinic was in
danger of closure due to health concerns,
but Oakman solved the problem by pivoting
to virtual client/attorney appointments,
thereby keep the clinic running for those
who needed it most.

Dedication to Leading

Oakman also never shies away from taking
leadership positions. Women Lawyers of
Ventura County has benefitted from her
active involvement since 2019. She has held
the positions of board secretary, vice chair,
and president. This year, as immediate past
president, she volunteered her knowledge
and time to keep the nonprofit running
smoothly. “Karen is a phenomenal
inspiration. Her work on Women Lawyer’s
events throughout the years has been vital.
She is always someone you can count on
to volunteer for tasks, and she reliably gets
things done” says current WLVC President

Lauren Nicholson.

Oakman has also served on the board
of the Ventura County Family Law Bar
Association since 2017, when she first
became a member. Since then, she has acted
as their treasurer (2017-2018) and their
vice president (2019).

The Ventura County Diversity Bar Alliance
also enjoys Oakman’s spirit of inclusivity
and acceptance of all. She has been a
board member with the Alliance since
2022 and served as its Co-President with
Dien Le in 2022. Le says “When I was
Co-Chair of the Ventura County Diversity
Bar Alliance last year, Karen (representing
WLVC) was actively involved in helping us
organize many of our successful events. She
consistently attended all our meetings, and
was always willing to volunteer her efforts.
So naturally when it came time to choose
a successor co-chair for this year, she was
our first choice. Karen is so deserving of the
Nordman Award, and we are thrilled to see
her being honored for her tireless service to
the community.”

Dedication to Mentoring

On top of her local volunteer and board
involvement, Oakman also works as an
adjunct professor. California Lutheran
University (CLU) has been lucky enough
to have her since 2015, where she
teaches criminal law and procedure and
constitutional law for the University’s
criminal justice department. From 2017
to 2019 she served as CLU’s pre-law
coordinator. Oakman mentors her college
students, which includes bringing them to
court to see what being a lawyer is really

like.

Oakman, a CLU alumna herself, has
supervised several interns through CLU’s
Pre-Law program. 2022 CLU intern, Mia
Deck, says “Karen is a great mentor for
future law school students. While interning
for her, she showed us and taught us a lot
about the procedural processes of the legal
field. She also serves as a good role model
by using her profession to help others such
as her volunteer work at the free clinic. We
love Karen!”

Dedication to Community

Oakman does all this while maintaining
her own family law and criminal defense
practice. In 2020, Oakman launched
Clunen and Oakman Law, LLP with her
colleague and friend Kathryn Clunen. She
has been named a Super Lawyer since 2022.
If youre lucky, you can see her zealously
advocating for her clients in court with her
bright yellow briefcase.

Oakman’s kind, and

generous spirit exemplifies the best in

compassionate,

what attorneys can offer. “I am honored to
receive this year’s Ben E. Nordman award.
I am also excited this may bring additional
attention to the Conejo Free Clinic, which
does such important work,” says Oakman.

Dedication to Family

While giving so much time to the
community, Oakman still finds time to raise
two amazing children with her husband
Jon in Thousand Oaks. Of course, she

volunteers at her kids’ elementary school in



the Parent Teacher Association (PTA). She
has been the PTA parliamentarian from
2020 to 2022 and is currently the secretary
for the school years 2022-2024.

Outside of practicing law (and all of her
many other activities), Oakman enjoys
playing tennis, using her Cricut crafting
machine to make personalized items for
friends, and listening to true crime podcasts.

Please join us in celebrating Karen Oakman
and everything she does at the upcoming
VCBA Annual Dinner.

Kathryn Clunen is a partner at Clunen
and Oakman Law, LLDR Her practice focuses
on _family law and mediation. She can be
reached at Katie@Clunenandoakman.com or
(805) 273-4200.
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Lindsay F. Nielson is pleased to announce the association of attorney LINDSAY F. NIELSON
Jeffrey J. Stinnett in the Receivership practice. The principal, Mr. 845 E. Santa Clara St
Nielson, has served as a Court Appointed Receiver, Referee, Special
Master and Successor Trustee in over 600 cases in the last 40 years. Ventura, CA 93001
(805) 658-0977
We have been involved in assisting the Court with: Nielsonlaw@aol.com
= Sale of Properties = Business/Partnership Dissolutions JEFFREY J. STINNETT
* Partition Actions = Matters Requiring a Referee 260 Maple Court, # 221
We have sold hundreds of properties and businesses. We have been Ventura, CA 93003
called upon by the courts to operate businesses in litigation from (805) 765/49,69
hotels, grocery stores, an agricultural fertilizer company, Jeff@stinnett-lawfirm.com
a medical billing practice, a film distribution company California
and others. We have worked for many judges in Santa

Receivers

Forum
Members

Barbara, Ventura County as well as in Orange, Los
Angeles, and Riverside Counties.

In Custodia Legis

ARE

ALTERMATIVE RESOLUTION CEMTERS

Affordable, Reliable
& Convenient

V E N T U RA Philip Hon. Frederick Lori M. Anthony S.
M E D | A'" 0 N Barbaro, I, Esq. H.Bysshe (Ret.) Dobrin, Esq. Khoury, Esg.

CENTER

805.643.1052
www.arc4adr.com

Neutrals Available
In Pe.rson. and Hon. Frank J. Hon. Vincent J.
Statewide Via Zoom Ochoa (Ret.) 0'Neill, Jr. (Ret.) Strauss, Esq.




BARRISTERS’ CORNER

by Ben Baumer

Nominations for 2024 Barrister Board
Positions are Now Open

Barristers, a section of the Ventura
County Bar Association, provides annual
programming each year to assist the newer
members of our Bar with networking,
mentoring, and furthering their educations.
Each year, Barristers organizes events for
entertainment (such as Trivia Night, Wine
& Cheese Night and Meet the Bench),
MCLEs (e.g., the Judicial Speaker Series
and Bridging the Gap), and connects new
lawyers (and law students) with attorneys
in fields of expressed interest through its
network. Barristers’ six to eight member
board coordinates these events each year
and is always looking for additional
members (including law students) to assist
with planning and to offer new ideas.

Do you know someone who would be
a great addition to the Barristers Board?
Would you like to be a member?

If you are interested, the following seats
are available for nomination for next year’s
Barristers Board:

1. Member at Large (three)
2. Secretary

3. Treasurer

4. Vice President

5. President

Nominations may be emailed to
bbaumer@lrmmt.com (subject line:
Barristers Nomination) and must be

received by 11:59 p.m. on November 30,

2023. Nominations may only be made by
eligible Barristers (described below).

Nominees will be confirmed for eligibility. A
“Barrister” is any member in good standing
of the Ventura County Bar Association
who, on January 1 of a given year, meets
at least one of the following requirements:
(i) is under the age of thirty-six (36) years;

(ii) has been admitted to practice law in
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any jurisdiction for a period of seven (7)
years or less; or (iii) has been in practice in
any jurisdiction for a total of (7) years or
less. Active law students who are members
of the Ventura County Bar Association are
considered “Student Barristers” and may
serve on the Board as a Member at Large,
but may not serve as an officer of the Board.

If you would like more information or to
see a Barristers Board meeting in action,
please e-mail Ben Baumer bbaumer@lrmms.
com for information regarding the next
meeting. We meet on the first Thursday of
every month.

Ben Baumer is

an attorney with
Lowthorp Richards.
He practices in the
areas of personal
injury, civil litigation,
and business litigation.
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A CORNERSTONE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
STRONG START PROGRAM

Year one policy premium only $500.

Our Strong Start Program is an easy to apply for program designed to provide
coverage to solo practitioners who have been licensed for thirty six months or less.

Lawyers’ Mutual leverages our strength and experience to support you, eliminating
some of the risk associated with starting a new practice.

Key points about the Strong Start Program™:

Limits of liability $100,000 per claim / $300,000 in the aggregate.

Cyber coverage endorsement at no charge.

$50,000 Claims Expense Allowance outside limits included.

20% discount for members of five consecutive years in the Strong Start Program
converting to our Standard rating system.

¢ Financing available over nine monthly installments.

Become a member now for instant free access to the following benefits:

anf

Lawyer-to-Lawyer hotline Legal Research System Continuing Legal Education

Protect your practice. Protect your clients. Protect your future.

www.lawyersmutual.com

*Terms and conditions apply.

=
Our strength is your insurance % e O & M
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Reeves, Esq. Reiser (Ret.)

4
W
-
-—d
Hon. Steven J. Hon. Diane
Stone (Ret.) Wayne (Ret.)

Mediation, Arbitration and
Custom ADR Processes ‘(ANB .®
jamsadr.com

800.352.5267 Local Solutions. Global Reach.
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF VENTURA

Effective October 30, 2023

CIVIL
20 Judge Matthew P. Guasco, Assistant Presiding Judge (Chambers 22)
21 Judge Jeffrey G. Bennett
22 Judge Kevin G. DeNoce, Presiding Judge (MSCs) (Chambers 20)
22B Kelly Berlingeri, Case Management Attorney (CMC)
40 Judge Mark S. Borrell — (CEQA backup)(Unlawful Detainers)
41 Judge Ronda J. McKaig — CEQA and Laura’s Law
42 Judge Henry J. Walsh
43 Judge Benjamin F. Coats, Supervising Judge Civil Division
J6 Judge Roger L. Lund — Probate
FAMILY LAW
31 Judge Rocky Baio
32 Judge Michael S. Lief
33 Judge Charmaine H. Buehner
34 Commissioner Amy E. Van Sickle
35 Judge Michele M. Castillo
36 Judge JoAnn Johnson, Supervising Judge Family Law Division
JUVENILE
J1 Judge Gilbert A. Romero- Dependency, Supervising Judge Juvenile Division
J3 Judge F. Dino Inumerable
J4 acant
CRIMINAL
10 Commissioner Dusty Kawai
11 Commissioner Dusty Kawai
12 Judge David M. Hirsch
13 Judge Nancy L. Ayers (Mental Health Court)
14 Judge, Ryan J. Wright Supervising Judge Criminal Division
23 acant
24 Judge Paul W. Feldman
25 Judge Catherine M. Voelker
26 Judge Marine Dermadzhyan
27 Judge Paul W. Baelly
37 Judge Patricia M. Murphy
44 Judge Kristi J. Peariso
45 Judge Maureen M. Houska
46 Judge Anthony J. Sabo
47 Judge David R. Worley
48 Judge Derek D. Malan
J5/51 Commissioner Julia Snyder
APPELLATE
DEPARTMENT
Judge Ronda J. McKaig, Presiding Appellate Judge
Judge Charmaine H. Buehner
Judge Derek D. Malan
Judge Catherine M. Voelker
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REALTOR
SERVING VENTURA COUNTY AND
SURROUNDING AREAS

Divorce, Probate, Trust, Conservatorship, & Bankruptcy
Sales Real Estate Broker

PROVEN RESULTS SINCE 2003
L8 .6 8 & ¢

“Yolanda’s professionalism and preparation put her head and shoulders above her peers in the
real estate industry. Her work ethic, knowledge of her market and attention to detail demonstrate

her pursuit for always advocating for her client’s best interests. She is indeed a pleasure to
work with, and on several occasions, she assisted in successfully resolving sensitive matters

that benefited her clients while maintaining dignity to all involved.”
Lori Dobrin,
Attorney and Mediator

L 8.0 6 & ¢

“Yolanda is a true professional. She is always checking in with her clients and referral partners
and going above and beyond for them. She is easy to talk to and her dedication to ensuring
that her clients receive the best outcome, whether it is to sell or buy a home, is clear in the way

she conducts herself in every transaction.”
Rennee R. Dehesa,
Esq. Estate Planning Business Law & Bankruptcy

Direct: (805) 797-4524

Yolanda@CastroRealtyCompany.com

O'R‘N

o @ mED i OIS

CASTRO REALTY COMPANY

BROKERAGE DRE#02087306 | BROKER DRE#01406193




WOMEN LAWYERS” ANNUAL
SCHOLARSHIP DINNER DELIGHTS

by Lauren Nicholson
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Women Lawyers of Ventura County held
its fifteenth annual Scholarship Dinner and
Silent Auction on October 3, 2023, at the
Onyx Bistro in Camarillo.

The first awards were given to law students
Melinda Khachaturian and McKenna
Fitzpatrick. Khachaturian is in her third
year at the Santa Barbara and Ventura
Colleges of Law, and she spoke passionately
about her background as a mental health
advocate. Fitzpatrick is in her third year at
Pepperdine University Caruso School of
Law. She currently serves as a certified law
clerk at the District Attorney’s office.

The Holly Spevak Award, which is given
to a member of the legal community who
has increased access to justice through
pro bono legal service, was presented
to attorney Carolyn Tulberg, whose
tireless dedication to the Ventura Legal
Aid Clinic and other volunteer endeavors
make her the ideal example of giving back
to the community. And, everyone was
thankful that she made it to the dinner
on time; she double-checked that the
event didn’t conflict with her volunteer
commitment earlier that afternoon.

Finally, the Legacy Award, given to a
member of the community at large
who has significantly contributed to the
advancement of the aims and rights of
women and girls in society, was awarded
to attorney and keynote speaker Jody
Moore. As a senior partner at Johnson-
Moore, Moore developed a passion for
advocating against elder abuse. She and
her partner Greg Johnson received the
first civil elder abuse verdict in Ventura
County in 2002. She has continuously
leveled-up her practice since then.

In 2021, she and two other female trial
attorneys tried a complex cluster case
to verdict in Alameda County. The case
was tried entirely by Zoom. It lasted four
months, involved 10 plaintiffs, and resulted
in a $14.5 million dollar verdict, including
punitive damages. The trial team was
recognized as the San Francisco Trial Lawyer
of the Year, and Moore herself was the first
woman ever to receive Ventura County
Trial Lawyer of the Year recognition. Her
impact is seen not only in what she does
for her clients and in the courtroom, but in
her ability to model for other women how

they can balance the practice of law with
also leading fulfilling lives.

Past presidents enjoyed each other’s

company, and silent auction items were
bid on and taken home. The Raw Honey
Band provided wonderful music. The
well-attended event raised money for
scholarships and for continued outreach in
the community.

Lauren Nicholson

is an attorney at
Nicholson Law, APC,
Jfocusing exclusively on
Jamily law matters and
mediation. Lauren can
be reached at Lauren@
- Lnicholsonlaw.com or

(805) 535-4149.
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FICTION

“Best Advice Offered” is a new addition
to CITATIONS magazine. We will
periodically feature valued advice received
by local members of the Ventura County
Bar, whether it was last week, last year, or
last century! CITATIONS welcomes your
suggestions for future editions. Please email
sandra@uvcba.org.

“Do not put anything in writing to
opposing counsel that you would not want

the judge to read.” Rachel Coleman.

Steve Henderson advised, “It’s better to
dance with the devil you know, than the
one you don't.” Sandra Rubio.

Wendy Lascher advised, “If you're
complaining about your job and you think
you know better, put out your own shingle”
— a variation of what we tell our teenagers.

Panda Kroll.

Mark Pachowicz advised (among many
kernels of wisdom), “Start with the jury
instructions!” Kat Mabheu.

Need a
Referral?

Call VCBA today!
at (805) 650-7599

EAST VENTURA COUNTY

EMPLOYER

ADVISORY COUNCIL

East Ventura County

Employer Advisory
Council (EVC-EAQ)

by Laura Withrow

wwuw.edstventuraedc. org

The East Ventura County Employer
Advisory Council (EVC-EAC) is an
independent, non-profit organization with
two major functions: (1) working to educate
employers to deal with employment-related
issues, providing low-cost and timely
seminars on employment law, pending
legislation, and proper human resource
practices; and (2) partnering with the

California State Employment Development
Department (EDD) to market its services
and to promote regulations, policies, and
business-friendly procedures.

VCBA member and attorney Laura
Withrow of Withrow Employment Law,
PC, is the Programs Chair for the EVC-
EAC. Her responsibilities include planning
monthly educational programs for our
membership corporate
sponsors for our event. She is always

and obtaining

looking for dynamic and interesting
speakers to share their knowledge with our
group, or local service providers who would
like to be spotlighted for our membership
by sponsoring an event.

If you are interested in a speaking
or sponsorship  opportunity, please
contact laura by email at lawm@
withrowemploymentlaw.com. ~ You  can
also contact Jodi Davis, Chairperson, at
Jdavis@crossroadsx.com.

If you volunteer or are active with a
nonprofit that youd like to highlight,

please email sandra@vcba.org.

Your Trusted Partner for

\v;r/ CENTRAL PACIFIC VALUATION

Business Valuation Services

Independent
Central Pacific Valuation

provides independent
business valuations

Professional
We have the credentials of
leading global
valuation practices

Experienced
Thousands of
significant valuation
engagements completed

Our Expertise Includes:

-

Shannon Lowther
CFA, ASA, ABV

Gift & Estate Tax Reporting
Buy-Side and Sell-Side
Transaction Analysis
Buy-Sell Agreements
Shareholder Transactions
Business Transition Planning

Meet our Experts

Kevin Lowther
ASA, ABV, FMVA

Contact us today for a free consultation:

info@centralpacval.com =

www.centralpacval.com

L\ 8055855760
661 527 9080

7 W Figueroa St Unit 200
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
5401 Business Park South
Suite 209, Bakersfield, CA 93309




CLASSIFIEDS

OFFICE SPACES in three lovingly
restored Victorian houses, designated
as Buenaventura Historical Landmarks,
located next to one another, across the
street from the California Court of Appeal
building in Old Town Ventura. Walk
to Surfers Point and the beach, or to fine
restaurants on Main Street. Convenient
access to the 101 freeway. Off street parking
in our lot behind the Victorians. Lease
one office or an entire Victorian house.
Rents start at $550/month. Common
reception area. Landlord pays for udilities,
janitorial service and gardening. No
CAM charges. Contact Don Parrish, Esq. at
805-340-1204 or Jenny at jpesty@beckergrp.com.

OFFICE SPACE - Quiet office space
with large windows and hillside views,
shared in a two office suite with lawyer at
Maple Court. Approximately 224 sq. ft.
Unfurnished on 2nd floor with elevator
in building. Conference room and entry
lobby area see little use. Adjacent parking.
$800 per month. Contact Steve at
805-701-5511.
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JUDIGATE
JUDIGAT THE G0LD

American Board

Nt Dispals mmm of Trial Advocates ST AN D AR D
Results Beyond Dispute™ - in Private Dispute Resolution -

What Attorneys Have to Say:

“We appreciate David Karen's
professionalism, knowledge, creativity,
and tenacity in settling such a complex

case. He made the parties feel

comfortable, and built trust and rapport
throughout the process.”

Business/Contractual - Construction Defect
Employment « Government Liability
Personal Injury - Professional Negligence
Real Estate

David M. Karen, Esq.

JudicateWest.com
(800) 488-8805

Learn More About

David Karen

Lic#01700449

+ Expert Property Valuations
+ Streamlined Sales
+ Compassionate Service

+ Maximized Returns

Ken Wallis 805 218 3402

CALIFONIA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS CERTIFIED TRUST & PROBATE SPECIALIST

RESIDENTAIL ¢ MULTI-FAMILY ¢ COMMERCIAL ¢ BUSINESS SALES

| handle transactions with sensitivity and professionalism,
respecting the unique challenges probate cases often
entail,

| work diligently to maximize the estate’s return on real
estate assets.

PROBATE, TRUST, BK & DIVORCE REALTOR




PRSRT STD

CITATIONS s,
Ventura County Bar Association

4475 Market Street, Suite B PAID
Ventura, CA 93003 OXNARD, CA 53030

s lE: B . "', 5

L] 5 R

We appreciate your criminal law referrals!
WWW.StrongestDefense.COM
805-477-0070




