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SELECTED PROPOSED DEFINITIONS 

1. “CRYPTOCURRENCY” as used herein refers to any and all digital 

currency and/or assets in which transactions are verified and records 

maintained by a decentralized system using cryptography, rather than by a 

centralized authority, including but not limited to Bitcoin, Ethereum, Tether, 

Cardano, Binance Coin, XRP, Solana, USD Coin, Dogecoin, Polkadot, Dinance 

USD, Avalanche, Uniswap, Litecoin, Terra, ChainLink, Bitcoin Cash, Algorland, 

Wrapped Bitcoin, Filecoin, Internet Computer, Polygon, Cosmos, Dai, Tron, 

Stellar, Ethereum Classic, FTX Token, VeChain, Theta, PancakeSwap, Tezos, 

Monero, Crypto.com Coin, Elrond, EOS, eCash, Aave, Bitcoin BEP2, IOTA, 

Quant, Axie Infinity, The Graph, NEAR Protocol, Hedera Hashgraph, UNUS 

SED LEO, Bitcoin SV, Neo, TerraUSD, SHIBA INU, etc. 

2. “CRYPTOCURRENCY WALLET” means: a software program or 

hardware device that allows YOU to store, send, and receive digital currencies, 

including but not limited to LoafWallet, MetaMask Wallet, Sugi Wallet, KeepKey 

Wallet, Trezor One Wallet, Atomic Wallet, Ledger Nano S Wallet, Trezor Model T 

Wallet, Zengo, Ledger Nano X Wallet, etc. 

3. "DIGITAL SECURITIES” or DIGITAL SECURITY” means:  any 

investment instrument(s) or financial security(ies) that are issued, recorded, 

and transferred using distributed ledger technology (DLT), blockchain, or other 

digital systems, which represent ownership or rights to underlying assets, such 

as equities, bonds, derivatives, or investment contracts, and are typically 

issued and managed electronically." 

4. “ELECTRONICALLY STORED INFORMATION” (“ESI”) includes any 

information stored electronically on any COMPUTER or other social media device 

in YOUR actual or constructive possession, custody, or control.  ESI shall 

include, but shall not be limited to, e-mails and other electronic communication, 

word-processing documents, contact manager information, accounting 



SELECTED PROPOSED DEFINITIONS 

information, internet usage files, and network access information. “COMPUTER” 

shall include, but shall not be limited to, servers (including file servers, email 

servers, database servers, and all other such “server”-type devices), 

workstations, desktops, laptops, PDAs, and any other such type of computing or 

related devices that can process and/or store data or ESI.  “COMPUTER MEDIA” 

shall include, but not be limited to, all devices that are associated with a 

computer or device and can store data and/or ESI that are internal, external, or 

removable, that are related to a COMPUTER or device, such as hard disks, floppy 

disks, CDs, DVDs, thumb drives, USB and/or FireWire devices, memory sticks, 

ram chips or cards, backup tapes, and the like.   
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DEEPER DIVE FOR WEB 3.0 CHARACTERISTICS & SERVICES 

 

Selected key characteristics associated with Web 3.0:  

a) Decentralization: Web 3.0 emphasizes decentralization by leveraging 
blockchain technology and distributed networks. This means reducing 

reliance on centralized servers and intermediaries, enabling peer-to-
peer interactions, and granting users more control over their data and 
online experiences. 

b) Interoperability: Web 3.0 aims to enable seamless data exchange 
and communication between different platforms, services, and 

applications. It envisions a web where information can flow freely 
across various systems and where users have greater control over 
their digital identities and personal data. 

c) Semantic Web: Web 3.0 seeks to enhance the understanding of 
information by machines through the use of semantic data. This 

involves associating meaning to data, allowing intelligent systems to 
better interpret and process information for more personalized and 
context-aware experiences. 

d) Artificial Intelligence (AI) Integration: Web 3.0 envisions tighter 
integration of AI technologies, allowing for more intelligent and 
adaptive web experiences. AI algorithms and machine learning 

systems would assist in understanding user preferences, providing 
personalized recommendations, and automating various tasks. 

e) Enhanced User Experiences: Web 3.0 aims to provide richer and 
more immersive user experiences through advancements such as 
virtual reality (VR), augmented reality (AR), and mixed reality (MR). 

These technologies could transform how users interact with digital 
content and create new ways of collaboration and communication. 

f) User Empowerment: Web 3.0 emphasizes user empowerment, giving 
individuals greater ownership and control over their online presence, 
data privacy, and digital assets. It envisions users having more say in 

how their data is used and shared, as well as the ability to easily 
switch between different services and platforms. 

 

Definitions and examples of services available in Web 3.0:  

a) Decentralized Finance (DeFi): DeFi applications aim to recreate 
traditional financial systems, such as lending, borrowing, trading, and 

asset management, using blockchain and smart contracts. These 
services eliminate intermediaries, increase transparency, and provide 
greater accessibility to financial tools 

 
b) Non-Fungible Tokens (NFTs): NFTs are unique digital assets that 

represent ownership or proof of authenticity for items like artwork, 



DEEPER DIVE FOR WEB 3.0 CHARACTERISTICS & SERVICES 

 

collectibles, virtual real estate, or in-game assets. Web 3.0 enables the 
creation, trading, and ownership of NFTs, providing new opportunities 

for creators and collectors. 

c) Decentralized Storage and Computing: Web 3.0 aims to create 

decentralized alternatives to centralized cloud storage and computing 
platforms. Projects like IPFS (InterPlanetary File System) and Filecoin 
offer distributed storage solutions, while platforms like Golem and 

iExec provide decentralized computing power. 

d) Decentralized Social Networks: Web 3.0 envisions social networking 
platforms that prioritize user privacy, data ownership, and censorship 

resistance. Projects like Mastodon, Diaspora, and Steemit explore 
decentralized alternatives to traditional social media platforms. 

e) Decentralized Identity and Authentication: Web 3.0 aims to enable 
users to have self-sovereign identities and control over their personal 
data. Projects like uPort, Sovrin, and Civic focus on providing 

decentralized identity management solutions using blockchain 
technology. 

f) Supply Chain Management: Blockchain-based supply chain solutions 
allow for transparent and secure tracking of goods and services across 
the supply chain. These systems enhance traceability, reduce fraud, 

and improve efficiency. Projects like VeChain and IBM's Food Trust 
are examples of such applications. 

g) Gaming and Virtual Reality: Web 3.0 enables the creation of 

decentralized gaming and virtual reality (VR) experiences. Blockchain-
based gaming platforms like Axie Infinity and Decentraland offer 

immersive, player-owned virtual worlds and economies. 
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MOST COMMONLY USED EXCHANGES  

 

1. Binance  

2. Coinbase 

3. OKX 

4. ByBit 

5. Kraken 

6. Bitstamp 

7. Bitfinex 

8. KuCoin 

9. Huobi 

10. OKX 

11. Bittrex 

12. Gemini 

13. CoinEx 

14. Poloniex 

15. HitBTC 

16. BitMEX 

17. Upbit 

18. Bitso 

19. Coincheck 

20. Liquid 

21. Bitbank 

22. Coinone 

And… many more (nearly 600 exchanges worldwide)  (this is why we 

need regulation)   
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bought the bitcoins [***3] as agreed, Khaled never
completed the transfer and the 498.89 bitcoins
remained with Mt. Gox.

In December 2013 and again in August 2014, Francis
moved the Wences bitcoins from one digital wallet to
another. In 2017 he learned that the Wences bitcoins
had “forked,” an automatic process that generates
dividends from bitcoin holdings in the form of new
currency, “bitcoin cash” and “bitcoin gold.”

II. The Khaled Bitcoins Are Enmeshed in the Mt. Gox
Bankruptcy

By April 2013, Mt. Gox was having regulatory difficulties
with the U.S. government. On April 11 it briefly
suspended trading. In June 2013 federal [*29] agents
froze two bank accounts associated with the exchange
and seized millions of dollars for its alleged failures to
comply with federal regulations. Mt. Gox suspended
withdrawals to be processed in U.S. dollars.

By late 2013 or early 2014, Mt. Gox lost hundreds of
thousands of bitcoins to hacking, embezzlement, or
both. Bitcoin expert Dr. Charles Evans testified for Erica
that as early as March 2013, “anyone who was active on
the Bitcoin discussion boards, anyone who was making
an effort to get to know the Bitcoin community, knew
that Mt. Gox was having trouble left, right, and
sideways. [***4] [¶] And my personal opinion at the time
was only an idiot would leave his Bitcoins on Mt. Gox.”
Dr. Evans reviewed e-mails between Francis, Khaled
and Wences in the spring of 2013. One such e-mail
from Wences to Francis advised him to “[b]uy your
Bitcoins on Mt. Gox, then get the Bitcoins off and put
them into Blockchain.info,” and led Dr. Evans to
conclude Francis was aware of the problems with Mt.
Gox when he arranged his proxy purchases in April
2013.3

3 In his written report, Dr. Evans elaborated that “Hack #I took
place beginning as far back as 2011 through the time that
MtGOX ceased operation. According to MtGOX CEO, Mark
Karpeles, hackers siphoned off approximately 750,000
bitcoins held in reserve for customer accounts along with
100,000 of MtGOX's own bitcoins. This amounted to between
6% and 7% of the total number of all the bitcoins in circulation
at that time, worth approximately $7.25 billion at current prices
as of the date of this report.

“Whether Hack # I indeed was a hack, in the sense of an
external breach, or it was an ‘inside job’, remains the subject
of speculation among persons who are interested in the
MtGOX saga. Relevant here is not whether the theft was
committed by external or internal actors, but that it was widely

Francis discovered by December 2013 that he could not
get the Khaled bitcoins [**893] out of Mt. Gox. In
February 2014, Mt. Gox halted all withdrawals and filed
for bankruptcy. By May 2014, Francis knew of the
bankruptcy. He hoped the situation would get resolved
but made no effort to recover the Khaled bitcoins or the
initial $45,000 he wired to Mt. Gox, which were tied up
in the bankruptcy. He testified, “[t]here wasn't much
money when they went bankrupt, so at the point it
wasn't worth chasing them for little money, and now
there's nobody to chase.” Eventually Khaled filed a proof
of claim in bankruptcy for the 498.8 bitcoins, which were
still in his name, on Francis's behalf.
[*30]

Francis filed his preliminary schedule of assets and
debts in the [***5] divorce action in February 2014 and
his final disclosure in July 2016. Both schedules
disclosed his ownership of 1,062.21 bitcoins.

The parties' property issues were tried in February
2017. In September 2017 the court issued a final
statement of decision, found the Wences and Khaled
bitcoins to be community property and ordered them
divided evenly in kind between the parties, along with
any derivative cryptocurrency.

After entry of the dissolution judgment on December 8,
2017, Erica sought her half of the community bitcoins.
Only then did Francis disclose that the Khaled bitcoins
were tied up in the Mt. Gox bankruptcy. On December
18, 2017, the day after bitcoin's value hit a high of
$19,783.06, Francis divulged that he possessed only
613.53 of the 1062.21 community bitcoins. In a
December 22, 2017 e-mail to his attorney copied to
Erica's counsel, Francis wrote that “[t]he exchange I was
using to buy bitcoins, Mt. Gox, was hacked and then
went bankrupt. I was able to take out 613.53 bitcoins.”4

Francis had also failed to inform Erica prior to the

recognized that MtGOX was an accidental success, and its
founder and chief executive was in over his head, as
evidenced by email from Wences Casares to Francis
DeSouza dated 22 March 2013, in which Casares instructed
DeSouza, ‘To buy bitcoin open an account at mtgox.com … .
To store and use bitcoins open an account at blockchain.info.
… [¶] • Hack #2 took place in March 2014, concurrent with
MtGOX's bankruptcy filing. In this instance, the hackers
released a file called MtGox2014Leak.zip that they claimed
was a database of MtGOX transaction records, with users'
personal data intentionally removed.’”

4 Apparently a “forking” event in August 2017 added 50.205
bitcoins to the bitcoins Wences purchased for Francis,
resulting in the 613.53 figure he reported in December 2017.
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requires each spouse to fully disclose all material facts
regarding community assets. Francis argues his failure
to fully inform Erica [*34] about the bitcoin investments
was not “material” within the meaning of this provision
because “no evidence suggested Erica's knowledge of
this information would have affected her decision-
making in the least.” The court's contrary finding is
supported by substantial evidence and within its
discretion.

The court found the suspension and bankruptcy of Mt.
Gox less than a year after Francis used community
funds and proxies to purchase bitcoins from the
exchange “substantially impaired [Erica's] undivided
one-half interest in the community Bitcoin
estate. [***13] She was unable to sell or transfer a
substantial portion of her bitcoins. The purchase made
by Wences was previously transferred to [Francis's]
blockchain wallet but Khaled's purchase and the
$45,000 deposit by [Francis] are subject to the
bankruptcy and are inaccessible and if [Erica] were ever
to receive some or all of her bitcoins or the cash it most
likely will be at a significant loss, or even turn out to be
worthless.” The court further found that Francis's 2014
and 2015 declarations of disclosure listed the total
amount of his bitcoin purchases, but failed to disclose
that 498 of those 1062.21 bitcoins were (1) purchased
by and still in Khaled's nominal possession; and (2) tied
up in the Mt. Gox bankruptcy. These facts, the court
found, were material. “Had he disclosed these important
facts [Erica] would have had the ability to object to a
division in kind of the [total] bitcoins and/or protect her
interest in the bitcoins by requesting the Court use its
equitable powers to protect her from [Francis's]
unilateral decision to purchase the bitcoins.”

Francis asserts the evidence that Erica generally took
no interest in the couple's finances during or after their
marriage proved [***14] that she would not have done
anything to protect her interest in the bitcoin
investments had he informed her about them. The trial
court reasonably disagreed. Erica's lack of involvement
or interest in the couple's finances before they
separated is undisputed, but it sheds little if any light on
what she would do to protect her financial interests after
retaining divorce counsel, filing for divorce, and serving
Francis with restraining orders that barred him from
making unilateral decisions involving the community
estate. Even Francis acknowledges in his reply brief the
“general validity” of Erica's point that “[a] spouse who
may be reliant on and trusting of the other during
marriage, may well exercise independent judgment and
rely on new advisors after separation.” Indeed.

[**897] Nor did Francis's evidence compel the court to
accept his view that Erica “continued her indifference to
issues surrounding the community's investments” after
the parties separated. His support for this
characterization consists of his own conclusory
testimony to that effect and one postseparation incident
in which Erica agreed to his request to invest $50,000 of
community funds in a friend's company. None of
this, [***15] plainly, compels a finding that Erica would
have done nothing throughout years of divorce litigation
to [*35] preserve her interest in an investment that was
worth millions of dollars by the time the property
judgment issued.

Francis more specifically asserts that his failure to
disclose his initial purchase of bitcoins is immaterial
because “the court did not base its Family Code section
1101, subdivision (g) award on a finding that Francis
had breached his fiduciary duty by failing to disclose his
investment to Erica beforehand, or for that matter by
keeping the Khaled bitcoins at Mt. Gox or by employing
proxies to purchase bitcoins.” Rather, he maintains, the
findings of breach “[a]t most” “related to [his] failure to
tell Erica at various times well after he purchased the
bitcoins about his use of proxies and the Mt. Gox
bankruptcy.” Not so. The court expressly (and
nonexclusively) found that Francis “breached his
fiduciary duties to [Erica] when he purchased the
bitcoins in 2013 … .” (Italics added.) And it found the Mt.
Gox suspension and bankruptcy “substantially impaired”
Erica's interest in the Khaled bitcoins by rendering them
inaccessible and potentially worthless. “[T]hese facts
were clearly ‘material’ information [***16] that should
have been made known” to her. Francis's distortion of
the court's express findings does not help him.

Neither does his suggestion he cannot be faulted for
failing to disclose the Mt. Gox bankruptcy because,
although he received a notice of bankruptcy in May
2014, he testified that he was unaware the Khaled
bitcoins were caught up in it before Khaled told him in
December 2017. The trial court expressly disbelieved
this testimony. “Given the fact that Khaled testified that
he worked with [Francis's] brother for a period of at least
ten years and had not only socialized with Francis, but
had traveled with him too, it is more likely than not that
[Francis] knew of the loss of bitcoins to bankruptcy
earlier than December 2017.” We will not second-guess
the court's credibility assessment. (Thompson v. Asimos
(2016) 6 Cal.App.5th 970, 981 [212 Cal. Rptr. 3d 158].)

The court's finding that Francis failed to disclose
material information about his bitcoin investments is
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CONFIDENTIAL CLIENT MEMORANDUM 

TO: ********** ********** 

FROM: RESPONSIBLE ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: REQUIRED DOCUMENT PRODUCTION FOR YOUR DISSOLUTION 
PROCEEDING 

DATE: **/**/**** 

CC: FILE 

  

 

Hello, **********, 

 
I am wanting to get a jump on information- and document-gathering as soon as 
possible; the sooner I have the below information the sooner (and better) I can 

identify issues in the case that we may have to address.     
 
This is an inventory that I will be relying on in future, to ensure that I have asked 

necessary questions and eliminated areas that we don’t need to worry about later 
as efficiently as possible.   

 
So, for Step One:  please review this document, check the appropriate boxes in 
the first sentence of each category to indicate whether or not that category may be 

at issue in your case, review the document lists and notes under each category, 
initial each page, and sign the last page.  This saves us an extended question-and-

answer session and gets us plenty of information which we can then rely upon.    
 
Then, for Step Two:  please try to start gathering documents1.  Keep in mind:  a 

lot of this is nothing more than a “wish list” so early in the proceeding.  You’ll save 
a lot of money if you can gather these documents for us early on; but there are 
usually ways for us to get necessary documents if you cannot locate them.  

 
Real Estate 

To my knowledge, there     is at least one real estate parcel     are not any real 
estate parcels    in which either you or your spouse has or may have an interest. 

If any real estate interest2 is at issue, we need:  

 
 
1 We suggest you use this MEMO as a guide.  After you’ve returned this to us with boxes checked, pages initialed and last 
page signed, go through the document and write, for each type of document, that you’ve either gathered that class of 
document or you have been unable to find it. The initial return of the questionnaire predates the documents later produced 
and serves as a guide for that production.   
 
2 This also includes any time-shares which you or your spouse may own.  
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➢ The address of each real property parcel. 

➢ Grant Deeds, Deeds of Trust, Quitclaim Deeds, and Interspousal Transfer 
Deeds recorded from date of marriage to the present date.  

➢ Mortgage statements, HELOC statements.  

▪ Generally we want mortgage or HELOC statements for the past 12 
months, but if we are served with a discovery demand, or wish to 
assert reimbursement claims, we will require more than 12 months 

of such documents.  

➢ Lease Agreement, Rental Agreement 

▪ For real estate you have rented to third parties, we need either a 
Schedule E from your most recently filed tax return, or a Profit & 
Loss Report for the past year 

▪ For real estate you are renting in which you work or reside, we 
simply need the rental agreement. 

Vehicles, Boats, Trailers 

 

To my knowledge, there         is at least one vehicle     are not any vehicles    in 
which either you or your spouse has or may have an interest3. 

If any vehicle is at issue, for each vehicle we need:  

➢ Copies of pink slips, if any 

➢ Copies of registration  

➢ Copies of proof of insurance 

➢ Loan statements for vehicles, boats, trailers, etc. 

▪ Generally we want loan statements for the past 12 months, but if we 

are served with a discovery demand, or wish to assert 
reimbursement claims, we will require more than 12 months of such 
documents.  

 

 
 
3 This includes any vehicle which either of you are leasing.  
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Bank Accounts 

To my knowledge, there       is at least one banking account     are not any 
bank accounts    in which either you or your spouse has or may have an 

interest. 

If any bank account is at issue, for each account we need: 

➢ Savings Account statements (whether from a bank, credit union, money 

market, or other deposit account) from date of marriage4, date of 
separation, and current date. 

➢ Checking Account statements (whether from a bank, credit union, money 

market, or other deposit account)  for the past 12 months, for each 
account to which you have access. 

▪ If we are served with a discovery demand, or we wish to raise some 
other issue for which these accounts may be helpful, we will require 
more the few statements requested in this list.  

Life Insurance 
 

To my knowledge, there      is at least one life insurance policy     are not any 
life insurance policies    in which either you or your spouse has or may have an 

interest. 

If any life insurance policy is at issue, for each account we need:  

➢ Copies of policies including the face sheet 

➢ Monthly/Annual Premium Statements from date of marriage, date of 
separation, and current date. 

 

Brokerage Accounts (stocks, bonds, mutual funds, and the like) 

To my knowledge, there         is at least one brokerage account     are not any 
brokerage accounts    in which either you or your spouse has or may have an 
interest. 

 
 
4 For this and all other documents where we ask for a date of marriage document, please note we are aware that the 
asset/liability may have developed post-marriage. In that case, try to get us (if you can) a statement as close to the 
inception of the loan or acquisition of the asset as you possibly can.  
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If any brokerage account is at issue, for each account we need:  

➢ Copies of statements and/or bonds from date of marriage, date of 
separation, and current date, for each account. 

▪ If we are served with a discovery demand, or we wish to raise some 

other issue for which these accounts may be helpful, we will require 
more the few statements requested in this list.  

Digital Currency (cryptocurrency, non-fungible tokens, airline miles, and 

the like) 

To my knowledge, there      is at least one digital currency account/wallet     is 
not at least one digital currency account/wallet    in which either you or your 
spouse has or may have an interest. 

If any digital currency account or wallet is at issue, for each account we need:  

➢ Copies of statements and/or transaction records from date of marriage, 
date of separation, and current date, for each account/wallet5. 

▪ If we are served with a discovery demand, or we wish to raise some 
other issue for which these accounts may be helpful, we will require 

more than the few statements requested in this list.  

Private Equity Investments (stocks or shares held in non-public or pre-IPO 
companies)  

To my knowledge, there     is at least one private equity investment     are not 
any private equity investments    in which either you or your spouse has or may 

have an interest. 

If any private equity investment6 is at issue, for each account we need:  

 
 
5 We recognize that if these items are being held in a wallet, it’s often very difficult to print statements for specific dates.  
Get us what you can. Generally, if you don’t have the statements, you can find transfers to the wallets or exchanges from 
bank accounts or from credit cards.  Coinbase, Binance, Kraken are common exchanges and will take money from bank 
accounts or credit cards.  MyEtherWallet (MEW) and 1Inch are common self-custodial wallets which do the same.   
 
6 Generally to locate these, you want to check bank and credit card statements for transfers to private equity firms or 
exchanges.  Republic.com, Equifund.com, Wefunder.com are three well known private equity exchanges and offer shares 
in pre-IPO companies.  Firms issuing their own private shares without using an exchange are generally going to be named 
by the firm..   
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➢ Copies of statements and/or bonds from date of marriage, date of 

separation, and current date, for each account. 

▪ If we are served with a discovery demand, or we wish to raise some 
other issue for which these accounts may be helpful, we will require 

more the few statements requested in this list.  

Tax-deferred Accounts (retirements, pensions, profit-sharing, annuities, 
IRAs, and the like) 

To my knowledge, there       is at least one tax-deferred account     are not any 
tax-deferred accounts    in which either you or your spouse has or may have an 

interest. 

If any tax-deferred account is at issue, for each account we need:  

➢ Statements from date of marriage, date of separation, and current date. 

▪ If we are served with a discovery demand, or we wish to raise some 
other issue for which these accounts may be helpful, we will require 

more the few statements requested in this list.  

Accounts Receivable (whether secured or unsecured) 

To my knowledge, there      is at least one account receivable     are not any 
accounts receivable    in which either you or your spouse has or may have an 

interest.   

If any account receivables are at issue, for each account we need: 

➢ Statements from date of marriage, date of separation, and current date. 

➢ Copies of all promissory notes 

▪ If these exist, it’s better to produce them early in the proceeding 
rather than later.  These often go to reimbursement rights for taking 

on a debt, particularly if family loaned the parties money during 
marriage, or if the parties loaned money to a family member.  

 

Partnerships and Other Business Interests  

To my knowledge, there      is at least one partnership or business interest        

 are not any partnerships or business interests    in which either you or your 
spouse has or may have an interest.   
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If any partnerships or business interests are at issue, for each one we need: 

➢ The name of the business and type of entity (LLC, corporation, etc.) 

➢ K-1 

➢ Schedule C 

➢ Profit and Loss 

▪ When dealing with business interests, we are generally looking for 
three years of the above documents. 

➢ Any and all agreements/contracts  

Pets and/or Livestock 

To my knowledge, there     is at least one animal (whether pet or livestock)     
are not any animals   for which either you or your spouse are or may be 

responsible.   

If any such animals are at issue, for each one we need: 

➢ A description of each animal; 

 
➢ An approximate value (resale, not purchase value) for the animal; 

 
➢ If papered, a copy of the animal’s registration (this can be difficult to 

obtain and is not essential if the animal has been spayed/neutered). 

 
Student Loans 

To my knowledge, there        is at least student loan (whether for a party or a 

party’s child)     are not any student loans    for which either you or your 
spouse are or may be liable.   

If any student loans are at issue, for each one we need: 

➢ Copies of statements for date of marriage, date of separation, and current 

date. 

  

➢ Approximate dates of the education received, and by whom. 
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Taxes 

To my knowledge,   I     have     have not   filed tax returns in the past three 
years.   

If any tax returns have been filed in the last three years, for each one we need: 

➢ Copies of all Tax Returns – state, federal, individual and business, with all 
forms and schedules - for the last three years. 

➢ Property Tax statements, if any 

Loans – Unsecured7 

To my knowledge,   there     is at least one unsecured loan     are not any 
unsecured loans    for which either you or your spouse are or may be liable.   

For each loan of which you are aware8, we need: 

➢ Copies of statements for date of marriage, date of separation, and current 
date.   

➢ Any and all copies of promissory notes signed by either party for the 
benefit of any other person. 

Credit Cards 

To my knowledge, there         is at least one credit card account     are not any 
credit card accounts    for which either you or your spouse are or may be liable.   

For each credit card account of which you are aware, we need: 

➢ Copies of credit cards statements from date of marriage, date of  

separation, and current date. 

▪ If we are served with a discovery demand, or some other issue is 
raised for which these accounts may be helpful, we will require more 

than the few statements requested here.  

 
 
7 This is often a loan between family members, or a cash bank loan, but there are other types of unsecured loans. 
 
8 We know sometimes spouses conceal debts and other obligations.  You cannot produce something you don’t know 
anything about.  But if you do know… we need you to tell us.  
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Other Debts 

To my knowledge, there       are no other debts not listed above9     are not any 
other debts not listed above    for which either you or your spouse are or may be 
liable.   

For each debt not listed above of which you are aware, we need: 

➢ The bills at date of marriage, date of separation, and current date.  

▪ If we are served with a discovery demand, or wish to assert a 
reimbursement claim, we will require more than the few statements 

requested here. 

Documents in Support of Reimbursement Claims  

 
As parties can assert a wide variety of reimbursement claims, discuss this with  
your attorney(s) so we can tailor the documentation requirements specifically to 

you.     
 

Paystubs 

I     have     have not   worked for any form of compensation in the past three 
years.   

If you have worked, whether as a W-2 employee or as an 1099 contractor, within 
the last three years, for each place you worked10 we need: 

➢ Your last three paystubs (or, if self-employed, proof of deposits); 

➢ Your year-end W-2, 1099, or K-1, if available to you. 

▪ If we are served with a discovery demand, or wish to assert a  

reimbursement claim, we will require more than the few documents 
requested here. 

 
 
9 This can be medical bills, home improvement bills, private school tuition, almost anything.   
 
10 If you are currently working two or more jobs, 
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▪ If you don’t have these documents, you will need to reach out to 

your employers to obtain them.   

Other Income 

I     have     have not   received other income in the form of disability 
payments/insurance, social security, unemployment, inherited funds, gambling 
winnings, or any other type of payment, in the past three years.   

If you have received any other income from sources other than employment, 
within the last three years, for each place you worked we need documentation 
for those monies.   

Current Monthly Bills 

I     do     do not   have access to the monthly bills for my place of residence 
and current lifestyle.   

This information is essential for us to complete your Income and Expense 

Declaration, and also to determine the marital standard of living11. 

If you do have access to such bills, we need your most recent monthly bill and 
the bill just prior to date of separation12 for the following: 

➢ Rent/lease/mortgage 

➢ Property tax bill 

➢ Homeowner’s insurance/renter’s insurance 

➢ Maintenance for the home (gardener, housekeeper, pool guy, repairman, 
etc.) 

➢ Utilities (electric, gas, water, trash, etc.)  

➢ Communications (telephone/cell phone, internet, data plans) 

➢ Health insurance 

 
 
11 The marital standard of living serves as a cap on spousal support in years to come.  It’s a bit complicated for this memo 
but worth an in-depth exploration for a party with your exposure for spousal support.  
 
12 These could be one and the same, if you have recently separated.  For purposes of determining the marital standard of 
living, we would like the bills for the month prior to date of separation. 
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➢ Vehicle insurance 

➢ Groceries and household supplies13 

➢ Eating out14 

➢ Laundry/Dry cleaning 

➢ Education (yours or your children’s) 

➢ Gas for your car, repairs, etc. 

➢ Disability or other type of insurance 

➢ Charitable contributions 

➢ Gym membership 

➢ Uninsured health care costs (can include cosmetic procedures) 

➢ Other regular expenses  

Losses 

➢ I     have     have not   knowledge of losses suffered by the community 
due to lawsuits, gambling losses, natural disasters, accidents, or any other 
type of loss, in the past three years.   

➢ If you have knowledge of the community incurring some loss, within the 

last three years, probably we are going to need a description from you of 
the type of loss before we decide what documents we are looking for.   

Certification: 

I have received and reviewed this document, have checked the appropriate boxes 
identifying what is or is not at issue in this case, and initialed each page.  

 

Date:      Signed:       

 
 
13 This may just have to be based on the most recent month’s worth of receipts. 
 
14 This, too, is likely to be based on either the most recent month’s worth of receipts, or will be reflected in credit/debit 
card statements. 
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