. . Fl.-322
ATTORNEY OR PARTY WITHCUT ATTORNEY (Vame, Slale Bar number, and address); FOR COURT USE ONLY

TELEPHONENO.:
E:MAIL ADDRESS (Cpflonaf):
COUNSEL FOR THE CHILD(REN) (Wame Each)

FAX NO. (Optionef}:

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, GOUNTY OF VENTURA
. STREET ADDRESS: '
MAILING ADDRESS:
CITY AND ZIP CODE:
BRANCH NAME:

PETITIGNERIPLAINTIFF:
RESPONDENT/DEFENDANT:
OTHER PARTY:

DECLARATION OF COUNSEL FORACHILD CASE NUMBER:
REGARDING QUALIFICATIONS

1. |, (nams):
to the truth of the facts in this daclaratlon

2. On (date):
in the above case,

., dectare that if | appeared In court and were sworn, I\woutd testify

, | was appointed by the court fo represend (name of chh‘d)

LICENSE / INSURANCE

3. lam alicensed éttomey and an-active member In good sianding of the Siate Bar of Callfornia;

4. | have professicnal liabliity Insurance or am adequately self-insured as proviously tefermined by the court,

EDUCATION AND TRAENENG (Effactive January 1, 2008) .
5, [__] thave completed at least 12 hours of pducation and training in the subjects listed in rule 5.242(c).

EXPERIENCE

6. a |1 ihave compligg with the experlence.requlrements of rule 5.242(f).

b. 1 ihave complied with any local court rules that Impase experience requirements in addition to those under rule 5.242,

7. 3 I have compited with one of the following alternative experience requirements stated in rule 5.242{g):

a. [ tam employedbya [_] legal services organizaiion ] governmentagency [ | private law firm
that has been approvad by the presiding or supervising Judge of the local family court as qualified to represent
a child in family faw proceedings, and | will be directly supetvised by an altorney of the organization,
agency, or private law firm who meets the experlence requirements under rule 5.242(f);

b. (1 | am working In consultation with an aitorney approved by the preskiing or supervising judge of the local family
court as qualified {o represent a child in family law praceedmgs or

A have demonstrated substantlal equwalent experience (please provide a summary of equivalent exper!ence)
|:I Continued in Aftachment 7c.

) Page tof2
Fom Appraved for Optional Use DECLARATION OF COUNSEL FOR A CHILD Farlly Goda, § $160;

www.sourinko,ca.gov

FL322 [New a1, 20061 REGARDING QUALIFICATIONS ' R vcourings o gy




FL-322

PETITIONER/PLAINTIEF: : . - . GASE NUMBER:
RESPONDENT/REFENDANT: ' '
OTHER PARTY;

ANNUAL GONTINUING EDUCATION (Effective January 1, 2010)

8 [._] Ihave completed 8 hours of coﬁtinuiﬂg educalion and training annually in the subject areas described in rule 5.242(c).

I declare under penalty o.f' per|ury under the laws of the State of California ihat the foregolng is true and correct.

Date:

(TYPE OR FRINT NAME) . {SIGNATURE OF DECLARANT)

NOTICE: Attorneys appointed to represent a child must file a declaration with the clerk of the court indicating
comphiance with California Rules of Court, rule 5.242, no Jater than 10 days afier sach appointmentand before
beginning wark on the case. ' . ‘

FL-322 [New January 1, 2000) DECLARATION OF COUNSEL FOR A CHILD
REGARDING QUALIFICATIONS
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF

FOR COURT U/SE ONLY
STRE!ET ADDRESS:
MAILNG ADDRESS:
CITY AND ZIP CODE: |
BRANGH NAKE:
PETITIONERIPLAINTIEE:
RESPONDENT/DEFENDANT:
OTHER PARENT/PARTY:
: . CASE NUMBER:
ORDER APPOINTING COUNSEL FOR A CHILD
1. The procesding was heard: _ : . -
On {dale): at (fime): in Dept.:’ _ Room:
Judge (name): : . [ ] Temporary Judge
[ Petiioner/Plaintiff present . 1] Attorney present (name):
[~} Respondeni/Defendant present [T Attorney present (name):
[__] Other parent/party present ] Aftorney present {name):
[1 On the request for ordér, order to show cause, or motion filed (date): by (hame).

2. THE COURT FINDS it is In the best interest of the child to appoint counssl to represent the child under Family Code section
3150{a). oL . :

8. Counsel appoined for the child {name of counsel):
b. Address:
¢. Phone number: d. Emaiiaddresé (optionat):

3. (’leLD OR CHILDREN FOR WHOM COUNSEL 1S APPOINTED »
Name Date of bird : ddress(es) {i fals,

4. REASON FOR APPOINTMENT {specify}:

5. DETERMINATION OF FEES AND PAYMENT
a. Counsel for the child will be compensated as follows:
{1} (Spacify amount or rale and terms).

(2) [T7] The court resarves jurisdiction to determine compensation payable to counsel for the child.,
{3) The court reserves Jurtsdiction to modify the compensation payable to counsel for the child retroactively.
. . . . ’ ; : Paga 1 0f3
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RESPONDENT/DEFENDANT:

PETITIONER/PLAINTIFF: ' , GASE NUMBER:

OTHER PARENT/PARTY;

7.

d.

The court finds that the parties are able to pay the compensation and expenses for the child's counsel.
The partles are ordered ta pay counsel for the child as follows:

M Petitloner}PiaInliff % [} Respondent/Defendant: . . % [__] Other parent/party: %
(@[] Petitloner/Plaintiff must niake instaliment payments of $ ' per month until paid or modified by court arder.
M Respondent/Defendant must make Installment payments of $ per month uniil pald or modified by cour order.
e Ofher parentiparty must make Instaliment payments of § per month untll pald or modifled by court order.

(2} The court reserves jurisdiction {o reallocate attorney's fees and costs batween the partles,

The courl finds that the parties are unabletopay [ | all [ Ja portion of the costs for child's counsel.
The child's counsel must be paid as follows:

(1Y (] The court‘wlii pay all the fees and expenses for the child's atlorney.

(2} [ Petitioner/Plaintiff % [_] Respondent/Defendant: % [ Other parent/party: %
[] Payable by court: % ‘
{a) ] Pelitioner/Plaintiff musi make Installment payments of $ per month until pald or modified by court order,
{b) ] Respondent/Defendant must make installment payments of$ . per month untlf paid or modified by court order.
(€)1 Other parent/party must make installment paymenis of § per month unill pald or modified by court arder,

{3) The court reserves jurisdiction to realiocals attorney fees and costs betweeri the pariies.

{4) The chth may seek reimbursement from the parites If the court pays afl or a portlon of the compensatlon for the chiid's
counse .

Other:

6, ADDITIONAL ORDERS
a.

No later than 10 court days aflar being appolnted by the court and before beginning work on the case, counsel for a child musi
file a declaration with the court indicating compliance with ihe requitements of rule 5.242 of the California Rules of Court.
Declarallon of Counsel for a Child Regarding Qualifications (form FL-322) or other local court forms may be used for this
purpose.

b. The panias and thelr counse] are ordered to cooperate with counsel for the child to permit the performance of his or her dutle
¢. Counsel for the child must be provided with complete copies of all relevant documents and recerds filed in the p;oceedmg within

10 days of the appointmen.

. The parties must provide complete information concerning the child's school, medical, psychologlcal, ;)sychlatnc, and other

pertinent records to the child's counsel on request. The pariies must execule such walvers and releases necessary o fac! Iilate
the child's counsel In secuiring access to records for the child,

The partles andfor their counsel must not compromise, settle, dismiss, or aiherwme remave from the courl’s calendar all or any

portion of the issues, clalms, or proceedings concemning which the child's cotnsel has been appolnted, without partlcipation of
the child's counsel or advance notice lo the child's counsel,

Counsel must continue to represent the child untll the appointment terminates, as provided In rule 5. 240(f) of the California
Rules of Court, or as stated below Intem 7.

OTHER ORDERS:

FLa23 (Rov. Januery 1,2025) ORDER APPOINTING COUNSEL FOR A CHILD Pago2of3
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PETITIONER/PLAINTIFF: CASE NUMBER;
RESPONDENT/DEFENDANT: : '
OTHER PARENT/PARTY:

8. DUTIES OF COUNSEL FOR A CHILD
a. Counsel for a child must;
{1} Represent the child's best inlerests.

(2) Gather evidence that bears on the best interest of the child and present thal admlssible evidence fo the court In any
manner appropriate for the counsel of a party.

(3) Present the child's wishes fo the court if the child so desires, N
. {4} Serve notices and pleadings on ait parties consistent with rules and laws applicable to parties.
(5') Unless under the circumatances it Is inappropriate to exerclse the duty:
{a) Inlerview the child;
(o) Review the court files and all accessible relevant records available to both parties; and

{c) Make any further investigations child’s counsel considers necessary to asceriain evidence relevant to tha-custédy or -
-vlgitation hearings.

{6) Hsa informed by the child at any poim,- provide notice that the child:
{a) Wishes to address the court; or.
{b) Has changed thelr cholce about addressing the court,

(7) Provide the notlee In {8) a5 soon as feasible to ihe parties or their altorneys, other pmfessmna!s ser\nng on the cass, and
then to the judiclal offlcer,

b, Counssl may Introduce and examine wilnesses, present argumenls to the court concernmg the chiid's welfare, and participate
further ln the proceeding to the degres necessary to represenl the child adequately.
8. COUNSEL FOR A CHILD HAS THE FOLLOWING RIGHTS
To have reasonable access to the child;
To have standing to seek affirmative raflef on behalf of the child;
To recelve notica of any proceeding, and all phases of that proceeding, Including a raquast for examination affecting the child;
To be heard in the proceeding and take any action available 1o a party in the proceeding; ’
To have access o the child's medical, denial, mental health, and other health-care records;
To have access to the child's school and educatlonal records;

To interview school personnel, caretakers, health-care providers, mental hea!ih professmnals and others whu have assessed
{he child or provided care to'the chlld;

To interview mediators subject to the provisions of Famliy Code sections 3177 and 31 82

Tc assert or walve any-privilege on behalf of the child;

To recelve reasanable advance notloe of and the right to refuse any physical or psychological examination or svaluation that
has not been ordered by the court;

k. On approval of the caurt, to seek independent psychological or physical examination or evaluation of the child for purposes of
" - the pending procesding; -

On noticed motion to all partles and the local child protective sepvices agency, to request the court 1o authorize the relevant

focal child protective services agency to release relevant reperts or files concerning the child represamed by the counsel as
provided by Famlly Code section 3152; and

m. Notto be called as a withess In fhe proceeding, {Famlly Code section 3151(b)).
THE COURT SO ORDERS.
_Date:

@ e pe o

-

JUDIGIAL OFFICER

NOTICE
Any party required to pay court-ordered.attorney fees or reimburse the court for altarney fees pald ona
party's Dehalf must pay Interest on overdue amounts at the legal rate, which is currently 10 percent per year,
Fallure to pay court-ordered attorney fees or relmburse the court for fees pald on a party's behalf may result
In a legal actlon belng Initlated to collect averdue payments and Interest on overdue amounts,

Flr323 [Rov. danwary 1, 2023 ~ ORDER APPOINTING COUNSEL FOR A CHILD Pago3ata
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Rule 5.240. Appointment of counsel to represent a ¢hild in family law proceedings
{a) Appointment consideraﬁons

in considering. appomtmg counsel under Family Code section 3150 the court should take into account the following
factors, Including whether:

{1) The issues of child custody and visitation are highly contested or protracted;

(2) The child is subjected to stress as a result of the dispute that might be alleviated by the Intervention of counsel
representing the child; ' '

(3) Counsel representing the chiid would be Iikeiy to provide the court with relevant Information not otherwise
readily available or likely to be presented;

{4) The dispule involves allegations of physical, emotional, or sexual abuse or neglect of the child.
(5) It appears that one or both parents areindépable of providing a stable, safe, and secure-anvironment;

(6) Counselis available for appointment who is knowledgeable about the issuas belng raised regarding ihe child
int the proceeding;

{7) The best interest of the child abpears to require independent repreé,eﬁtation: and
(8) If there are two or more children, any child would require separate counset to avoid a confitct of interest,

(b) Request for appointment of counsel

. The court may appoint counsel to represent the best interest of a child in a family law proceeding on the court's own
motion or if requested to do so by:

(1) Aparty; |

(2) The attorney for a party;

(3) The child, or any relative of the child;

{4) A mediator under Family Codé section 3184;

(5) A professional person making a custody recommendation under Family Code sections 3111 and 3118;
Evidence Code section 730, or Code of Civil Procedure section 2032.010 et seq.;

(6) A county counsel, district attorney, ity attorney, or city prosecutor authorized to prosecute child abuse and
" neglect or ghild abduction cases under state law; or

(7) A court-appolnted guardian ad litem or special advocate;
(8) Any other person who the court deems appropriate.

(¢} Orders appointing counsel for a child

The court must issue written orders when appointing and terminating counsel for a child,

hltps:iiwww.courts.ca.gow‘cmsfruIesfprintfrje-ndly.cfm ' ’ 13
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(1) The appointment orders must specify the: )

(A) Appointed counsel's name, address, and telephone number; .
{B) Name of the child for whom counsel is appointed; and |
{C) Child's date of birth..
(2) The appointment orders may include ihe:.
(A) Child's address, if approﬁriate; |
(B) lssues to be addressed In the case;
(C) Tasks reiat:ed to the case that would benefit from the services ‘of counsel for the child;
(D) Responsibilities and rights of the child’s counsel; |
(E) Counsel's rate or amount of compensation; o
(F}). Aliocation of fees payable by each party or the court;
(G) Source of funds an& manner of reimbursement for counsel's fees and costs; _
{H) Allocatlon of payment of counsel's fees to one parly subject to reimburéement by the other party;
{I) Terms and amoﬁnt of any progres$ or installment payments'; and |
(J) Ability of the court ft_o reserve Jurlsdiction to fetroactlyely modify the order on fees and payment.

(3)- Courts may use Order Appointing Counsel for a Chifd (form FL-323) or may supplement form FL-323 with
local forms developed under rule 10.613. '

(Subd (c) emended effective January 1. 2013)
(d) Panel of counsel eligible for appointment

(1) Each court may create and maintain a list or panel of counsel meeting the minimum qualifications of tAhis rule
-for appaintment,

(2) If allst or pénel of counsel is malintained, a court may appoint counsel not on the list or panel in special

circumstances, taking into consideration factors including language, culture, and the special needs of & child
in the following areas: '

(A) Child abuse;

(B) Domestic violehcé;

(C) Drug abuse of a parent or the child;

(D) Mental health lssues of a_pare‘nt or the chlid;
(E) Particular medical issues of the child; and
(F) Educational issues.

~(3) If the court maintains a panel of counsel eligible for appoiniment and the court appoints counéel who Is not on
the panel, the court must state the reason for not appolnting a pane! counsel in writing or on the record.

(4) Any lists maintained from which the court might appoint counse! should be reviewed at least annually to
ensure that those on the list meet the education and training reguirements. Courts should ask counsel
annually to update their information and to netify the court if any changes would make them unable to be

hitpe:www.courte.ca,govicms/rulesiprintirlandly.cim o 2/3
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' appointed
{Subd (d) amended effective January 1, 2013}

{e} Complaint procedures

By January 1, 2010, each court must develop local court rules in accordance with rule 10.613 that-provide for
acceptance and response to complaints about the performance of the court-appolnted counsel for a child.

(f) Termination of appointment
On entering an appearance on behalf of a child, counsel must continue to represent that child until:
(1) The conclusion of the proceedmg for Wthh counsel was appolnted;
(2) Relieved by ihe court; '
(3) Substituted by the court v;mh other counse!;
. {4) Removed on the court's own motion or request of cbun'sel of parties -for good cause shown; or
(5) The child reaches the age of majority ‘or is emancipated.

Rule 5,240 amended effective January 1, 2013; adopled effective January 1, 2008.
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Rule 5,242, Qualifications, rights, and responsibilities of counsel appéinted to represent a
child in family law proceedings '
(a) Purpose '

Thls rule governs counsei appoinied to represent the best interest of the child in a custody or visitatlon proceeding
under Family Code section 3150.

(b) General appomtment regquirements

To be eEigib!e for appointment as counsel for a child counse! must:
- (1) Be an aclive member in good standing of the State Bar of California; ‘ .
(2) Have professional liability inéuran“ce or demanstrate to the court that hé or-sha is adequately self-insured; and l‘
' (3) Meet the education, training, and experience requirements of this rule.

{¢) Education and training req'uireéjn_ents

Effective January 1, 2009, before being appointed as counsel for a child in a family law proceeding, counsel must
‘have completed at least 12 hours of applicable education and training which must include all the following subjects:

(1) Statutes, rules of cou.rt, and case law relating to child custody and visitatien litigation;
(2) Representation of a child in custody and visitation proceedings;
(3) Special issues in repr,ésenting a child, including the following:

(A} Varlous stages of child development;

(B) Communicatlng with a child at various developmental stages and presantmg the child&amp,atnp#39;s
view; ‘

(C) Recognizing, evaluating and understanding evadence of child abuse and neglect famiiy violence and
substance abuse, cultural and ethnic dlversny and gender-specific Issues;

(D) The effects of domestlc violence and child abuse and neglect on chlldren, and
(E) How to work effectively with multidisciplinary expeﬂs

(e} Annual education and training requirements

Effective January 1, 2010, to remain eligible for éppolntment as counsel for a child, counsel must complete during
each calendar year a minimum of eight hours of applicable education and training in the subjects listed in (c).

(e) Applicable education and training

(1) Education and training that addresses the subjecs listed in (c) may Ee applied toward the requirements of this
rule if completed through:

(A} A professional continuing education group;
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(B} An edacaﬂonal institution; ‘ |

(C)- A profeésional association;

(D) A court-connected group; or

(E) A public or private for-profit or not-for-profil group.

(2) A maximum of iwo of the hours may be by self-study under the supervision of an educahon provider that
- provides evidence of completion.

(3) Counsel may complete education and training courses that satisfy the requirements of thia rule. offered by the

education providers in (1) by means of video presentations or other defivery means al remote locations. Such
" courses are not self-study within the meaning of thls rule.

-(4) Counsel who serve as an instructor in an education and training course that satisfies the requirements of this
rute may recelve 1.5 hours of course participation credit for each hour of course instruction. Alf other counsel
may claim credit for actual time he or she attended the education and training course.

) Expei‘ience requirements

{1) Persons appolntéd as counsel for a child in a family law proceeding must have represented a parly or a child
in at least six proceedings involving child custody within the preceding five years as follows:

(A) At least two of the six proceedings must have involved contested-chitd custody and visitation Issues in
tamily taw; and '

(B) Child custody proceedings in dependency or guardianship cases can count for no more than three of the
six required for appoiniment.

(2) Courts may develop local rules that impose addtt[onal experience requirements for persons appo:nted as
counsel for a child in'a family law proceeding.

{g) Altarnative experience requirements

Counsel who does not meet the initial expetlence requirements in (f) may be appoinied to representa childin a2
family law proceeding if he or she meets one of the following alternative experlence requirements. Counsel must:

(1') Be employed by a legal services organization, a governmental agency, or a private law firm that has been
approved by the presiding or supervising judge of the local family court as qualified to represent a child in
family law proceedings and be dfrectly supervised by an attorney In an organizaiioh, an agency, or a private
‘law firm who meets the mitlal experience requ;rements in (f),

{2) Be an attorney working in consultahon with an altorney approved by the presujlng or supervising judge of the
local family court as quallfled fo represent a child in family law proceedings; or

(3) Demonstrate substantial equivalerit experience as determined by local court rule or procedure.
(h) Compliance with appointment requirements

A person appomted as counsel for a child must;

(1) Filea declaration with the court indicating compliance with the requirements of this rule no later than 10 days
after being appointed and before beginning work on the case. Gounsel may complete the Declaration of
Counsel for a Child Regarding Qualifications (form FL-322) or other local court forms for this purpose; and

{(2) Notify the court within five days of any disciplinary action taken by the State Bar of California, stating the basis
of the complaint, result, and notice of any reproval probatlon or suspension,
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(i) Rights of counsel for a child

Counsel has rights relating to the representation of a child&amp;amp;#39;s best interest under Famlly Code
sections 3111, 3151, 3151.5, 3153, and Welfare and Institutions Code section B27, which include the right to:

{1) Reasonable access {o the child;
(2) Seek affirmative relief on behalf of the child;

{3) Notice-to any proceeding, and all phases of that proceeding, including a requ'est for examination'affecting the
child;

{4) Take any action that is available to a party to the proceeding, iﬁcluding filing pleadings, making evidentiary.

objections, and presenting evidence;

(5) Be heard in the proceeding, which may include presenting motions and orders to show cause and
patticlpating In settlement conferences and trials, seeking writs, appeals, and arbitrations;

(6) Access the child&amp;amp;#38;s medical, dental, mental heaith, and other health-care records, and school
and educational records; ‘

(7) Inspect juvenile case files subject to the provisions of Welfare and Institutions Code section 827,

{8) Interview school personnel, caretakers, health-care providers, mental health professionals, and others who
have assessed the child or provided care to the child; however, the release of this information to counssl does.
not constitute a waiver of the confidentlality of the reports, files, and any disclosed communications;

(9) Interview mediators, subject to the provisions of Family Code sections 3177 and 3182,

(10) Recelve reasonable advance nofice of and the right fo refuse any physical or psychological examination or
evaluation, for purposes of the proceeding, that has not been ordered by the court;

(11) Assert or walve any privilege on behalf of the child;

- (12) Sesk independent psychologicaf or physical examination or evaluation of the child for purposes of the
praceeding on approvat by the court; : ‘ '

(13) Recelve child custody evaluation reports;
(14) Not be called as a witness in the proceedings;

{15) Request the court to authorize release of relevant reports or files, concerning the child 'represented by the
counsel, of the relevant local child protective services agency; and '

(16) Receive reasonable compensation and expenses for répresen’ging the child, the amount of which will be
determined by the cour. :

@) Responslbllltles of counseli for a child

Counsel is charged with the representation of the child&amp,amp #39 s best inferest, The role of the
child&amp;amp;#39;s counsel! is to gather evidence that bears on the best interest of the child and present that
admissible evidence fo the court In any manner appropriate for the counse! of a party. If the child so desires, the
child&amp;amp;#39;s counsel must present the child&amp;amp;#39;s wishes to the court,

(1) Coeunsel&amp;amp;#39;s duties, unless under the circumstances itis inappropriate to exercise the duttes
include those under Family Cade section 3151:

. (A} Interviewing the child,

(B) Reviewing the court files and all accessible relevant records available to both parties; and
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(C) Making any further investigations that counsel considers necessary to ascertam the facts relevant to the
custody or visitation hearings.

(2) Counsel must serve notices and pleadings on all parties consistent with the requirements for parties.

" {3) Counsel may introduce and examine withesses, present arguments to the court concerning the

child&amp;amp;#39;s welfare, and. particlpate further in the proceeding to the degree necessary to represent
the chlld adequately.

(4Y In any case in which counsel is representing a child who is called to testify in the proceeding, counsel must:

{A} Provide Information to the child in an age-appropriate manner about the limitatlons on confidentiality and

the possibility that information prowcied fo the court may be on the record and provided fo the parties In
the case;

(B) Allow but not require the child to state a preference fegard’ng custody or visitation and, in an age-
approprlate manner, provide mformat;on ahoul the process by which the court will make a deCISlon,

(C) Provide procedures relevant to the chiid&amp amp#39:s partlmpatlon and, if appropriate, provide an
onentat(on to the courtroom where the child will be test:fylng,

(D) Inform the parties, other professionals serving on the case, and then the judicial officer about the
client&amp;amp;#39;s deslire to provide input and address the court; and

(E) Y so informed by the child at any point, provide nofice that the child has changed their choice about

addressing the court. Netice must be-provided as scon as feasible to the partles or their attomeys other
professionals serving on the case, and then to the judicial offtcer.

(Subd (j} amended effective January 1, 2023; previously amended effecﬁve January 1, 2012.)

(k) Other considerations

Counsel Is not required to assume the responsibilities of a soclal worker, probation officer, child custody evaluator,
or mediator and Is not expected to provide nonlegal services to the child. Subject fo the terms of the
court&amp;amp;#39;s order of appointmeant, counsel for a child may take the following actions to implement his or
her siatutory duties in representing a child in a family law proceeding:

(H lnterview or abserve the child as appropriate to the age and circumstances of the child. In doing so, counsel
should consider all possible interview or observation environments and select a location most conducive to

both conducting a meaningful interview of the child and investigating the issues refevant to the case at that
time.

(2) Inamanner and 1o the extent consistent with the child&amp,amp;#38;s age, level of maturily, and abllity to
understand, and consistent with the order of appointment for the case:

(A) Expialn to the child at thelr first meeting counsel&amp;amp, #39 s role and the nature of fhe attorney~
client relationship (including confidentiality issues); and

{B) Advise the child on a continuing basis of possible courses of actlon and of the risks and beneﬁts of sach
course of action.

(35 Actively particlpate in the representation of the child at any hearings that affect custody and visitation of the

child and attend and participate in any other hearings relevant to the child. In deing so, counsel may, as
appropriate:

{A) Take positions relevant to the child on legal issues before the couir;

(B) Seek and advocate for services for the éhild;
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(C) Prepare for any hearings or trlals;

(D) Work to setlle contested Issues and to define trial issuies;
(E) Prepare witnesses, including the child if the child is o tostify;
(F) Introduce and examine witnesses on behalf of the child;

(G). Crgss—examine ofher witnesses;

(H) Make appropriate evidentiary cbjections;

(I} Review court files and other pertinent records;

(J} Prepare motions to advance the child&amp;amp;#39;s interest, including motions o quash subpoenas for
the child and other protective orders; ‘

- {K) Present arguments to advance the ohitd&amp;amp;#39;s interest;
(L) Prepare trial briefs and other documents i appropriate; and
{M) Request appointment of gseparate appeltate counsel,

(4) Conduct thorough continuing, and independent investigations and discovery to protect the
child&amp;amp;#39;s Interest, which may Include:

(A} Obtaining necessary authotizations for the release of Information.

{B) Revlewing the child&amp;amp;#39;s social services, mental health, drug and alcchol, medical, law
enforcement, education, and other records relevant {o the case;

{C) Revlewing the court files of the chiid and his or her siblings, case-related records of the sccial service
agency, and case-related records of other service providers;

(D) Contacting attorneys for the parties and nonlawyér guaédians ad litem, Court Appointed Special

Advocates (CASAS), and other service professionals, to the extent permitted by locali rule, for background
information: ‘

{E) Contactlng and meeting with the child&amp;amp;#39;s parents legal guardians, or caretakers with
permission of their attorneys; -

(F) Enterviewing witnesses and individuals involved with the child, including school personnel, child welfare
caseworkers, foster parents and other carstakers, neighbors, relatives, coaches, clergy, mental heaith
professionals, physiclans, law enforcement officers, and other potential witnesses;

(G) Reviewing relavant photographs, video or audio recordings, and other evidence;
(H) Do'curhenling the resulfs of these investigalions;

(1) Monitoring compliance with court orders as appropriate, ihciuding the provision for and effectiveness of
any court-ordered services;

{(§) Promoting the timely progression of the case through the judicial system;

(K) Investigating the interests of the child beyond the scope of the proceeding and reporting to the court other
interests of the child that may need to be protected by the Institution of other administrative or judicial
proceedings; however, counsel is not responsible for Instituting those proceadings or representmg the
child in them unless expressiy appointed by the court for that purpose; and
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{L) After learning of other exuslmg admlnlstratlve or judiclal proceedings 1nv0!v1ng the child, communicating

and cooperating with others to the extent necessary and appropriate 1o protect the child&amp;amp;#38;s
interest,

(5) Taking all other steps to répresent the child adequately as appropriate to the case, including becoming
knowledgeabile in other areas affecting minors including: '

" (A) The Indian Child Welfare Act;
(B) information about local experts who can provide evaluation, consuttation, and testimc;ny; and
(C) Delinquency, dependency,‘probate, family law, and other prooegdings.
{Subd (k} amended effective January 1, 2016.) ‘

Rule 5.242 amended effective January 1, 2023, adopted effective January 1, 2008; previously amended effective January 1,
2012, and January 1, 2016. :
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