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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
by Brian C. Israel

Happy New Year! As we begin to make 
our way personally and professionally 
through 2023, I want to express that it is 
a great pleasure and honor to be President 
of the Ventura County Bar Association this 
year. Perhaps you have made a New Year’s 
resolution for your professional life and/or 
personal life. Perhaps you are not one for 
resolutions. My resolutions revolve around 
family, work and the Los Angeles Lakers.

To say that being a Lakers fan is part of my 
identity is not a lie. For years, in my pre-
children, pre-lawyer years, I would catch 
all 82 games, whether on TV, streaming, or 
in-person. While I got to catch the tail end 
of the Showtime years, the Kobe-Shaq years 
were formative in my life. Following that, 
the Kobe-Pau era brought a Game Seven 
victory against the Boston Celtics on the 
day of my college graduation! It was one of 
the best memories in my fandom.

Chick Hearn, the legendary announcer for 
the Lakers, was an eloquent and thoughtful 
commentator. His way with words rivals 
some of the best jurists our profession has 
seen. His voice (much like Vin Scully of the 
Dodgers) occupies a nostalgic place in my 
mind. “This game’s in the refrigerator: the 
door is closed, the lights are out, the eggs 
are cooling, the butter’s getting hard and the 
Jell-O’s jigglin’!” When you heard this line, 
you knew the Lakers were going to win; that 
you could celebrate with your fellow fans, 
your little community. Well, maybe not 
little, but listening to Chick Hearn made 
me feel a part of the Lakers family.

It’s that sense of community that I also feel 
with VCBA. As President, my resolution 
for 2023, centers around that keyword – 
community. Personally, and professionally, 
this word is guiding and inspiring my 
2023. The VCBA is the glue for our local 
legal community. It brings together our 
colleagues and offers opportunities for 
personal and professional growth.

Sometimes, our legal community can feel 
so disparate. While it is so valuable to 
network and learn from those who practice 
a similar type of law, perhaps it is even 
more important to extend our community 
and learn from those who do not work 
in our specific field. In my mind, having 
a narrow network is akin to being down a 
key player. (Lakers fans probably instantly 
thought of Anthony Davis). The Lakers 
and our community are at its best when 
we all come together. This year I want to 
encourage everyone to not only just become 
a VCBA member, but to join us at at least 
one event. It could be a networking social, 
an MCLE or a section meeting. To further 
strengthen our community, we need the 

perspectives of all our local legal attorneys 
and professionals.

As President, I plan on hosting two events 
this year, which I will dub, the “Community 
Social.” Be on the lookout for flyers. This 
is simply an opportunity to come together 
and meet each other. Assuredly, I may chat 
about the Lakers with some of you, but I 
also hope that we can use this as a chance 
to show off our diverse community and to 
learn of opportunities that we may have not 
known existed.

I look forward to 2023. To meeting 
you. To continuing to build VCBA. To 
strengthening our community. I wish you 
all a happy New Year.    

Brian C. Israel is 
an associate attorney 
at Norman Dowler, 
LLP in Ventura. His 
practice focuses on estate 
planning, probate, and 
trust administration.  
He can be reached at  
bisrael@normandowler.com 
or at 805-654-0911. 

 Ever get a case  
you can’t take? 
 

• Case too small 
• Conflict of interest 
• Not your area of specialty 
 

Refer them to the Lawyer Referral Service 

 

(805) 650-7599 
Hablamos Español 

Your referral also benefits your colleagues on our 
panels which cover a wide range of legal issues. 
Let our service help the client. 
It’s what we do! 
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It has been my pleasure to serve as the 2022 
VCBA Barristers President. I want to thank 
all of the members of the board for making 
this year possible. I also want to thank 
everyone who showed up to our events and 
provided support.  

I am pleased to announce that the VCBA 
Barristers have elected their 2023 slate of 
officers and members at large: Kristine 
Tijam, president; Ian Elsenheimer, vice 
president; Ben Baumer, treasurer; and 
Christal Porter, secretary. The following 
individuals were elected as members at 
large: past president, Leonidas Nicol; H. 
Frederick Seigenfeld; Bryce Wallgard; 
Elizabeth Harrier; Julian Gonzalez; and 
Jack Ucceferi. 

Barristers are proud to present the “Bridging 
the Gap 2023” MCLE event on Saturday, 
Jan. 21. This event is open to all attorneys 
and is a great way to get those difficult to 
obtain credits in competence, elimination 
of bias, and ethics. The program also 
provides three general credits for a total of 
six credits. The MCLE compliance deadline 
for those with last names beginning with 
N-Z is just around the corner on Feb. 1. For 
those whose compliance deadline is further 
out, why not make a New Year’s resolution 
to get a jump on your MCLEs? See the 
flyer in this issue for more information. 

We have a number of exciting events 
planned for 2023, and we hope that you 
will join us. If you are a member of the 
Bar and are 35 years old or younger, or if 
you have been practicing law for less than 
seven years, you are a Barrister! If you 
are interested in getting more involved 
with the Barristers, feel free to email us at 
LGN@qlflaw.com or simply make it out to 
an event.

Leonidas Nicol is an 
associate attorney at Quirk 
Law Firm, LLP focusing 
on plaintiff personal 
injury litigation. He can 
be reached at LGN@
QLFLaw.com

BARRISTERS 
CORNER:  
by Leonidas Nicol
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The Second District Court of Appeal, 
Division Six, recently welcomed Justice 
Hernaldo Baltodano to the bench and 
he graciously received Barristers Christal 
Porter and Ben Baumer for an interview 
intended to get to know him better, not 
only as a jurist, but as a human being.  The 
meeting inspired and transformed us both.

The Person Behind the Robe	  
 
Justice Baltodano exudes humility and puts 
the grit in integrity with a work ethic that 
routinely sees him in the office before the 
sun rises.  For him, it is a labor of love and 
reverence for our profession that drives 
him to serve with diligence, humility, and 
humanity.  When he was an infant, Justice 
Baltodano and his family immigrated to 
California in the 1970s, seeking, as he 
says, “the safety and promise of America.”  
Although they could only provide a modest 
upbringing because of educational and 
language limitations, Justice Baltodano’s 
parents raised him to have empathy and 
compassion for everyone.  Those values 
help Justice Baltodano see the faces behind 
the cases with the knowledge that litigants 
“remember how you make them feel.”  It 
was clear to us that Justice Baltodano’s 
desire to honor his parents’ sacrifices (and 
those of all hard-working Americans) 
motivates his pursuit of excellence.

From his years of employment litigation 
experience at various law firms (2002-
2011), to co-founding and growing a 
thriving plaintiff employment law practice 
with his attorney wife (2011-2017), to 
serving as a Superior Court judge and 
then supervising criminal judge in San 
Luis Obispo County (2017-2022), Justice 
Baltodano’s legal experience reaches broadly.  
He not only possesses a voracious appetite 
for learning and continuing education, 
Justice Baltodano also devotes many hours 
to mentoring students, lawyers, and judges 
from all walks of life.  And although he 
did not mention it during our interview, 
we learned that Justice Baltodano and his 
attorney wife have contributed many hours 
of their legal expertise (pro bono) to serving 
the most vulnerable and underserved in 
their communities.

To get a more comprehensive overview 
of Justice Baltodano’s legal and personal 

background, we encourage you to visit 
Commission on Judicial Appointments: 
Judge Hernaldo J. Baltodano - YouTube, 
which includes testimonies from colleagues 
(including retired Justice Martin 
Tangeman, whom Justice Baltodano 
replaced) and Justice Baltodano’s moving 
personal remarks during his confirmation 
hearing.

The Call to Service

Justice Baltodano joined the bench in 2017, 
shortly after a very contentious presidential 
election.  During that time, our nation 
was experiencing extreme political discord 
and division. Because of the tumultuous 
political climate, Justice Baltodano became 
concerned about the toxicity in our public 
discourse.  He believed that serving as a 
judge would give him the opportunity to 
create an environment within the judicial 
branch of our democracy based on respect 
and civility where all people would be heard.  
Because of his diverse life experiences and 
values, Justice Baltodano believed he could 
make a difference in society by serving as 
a judge.   Justice Baltodano believes that 
no one should be pigeonholed into having 
preordained opinions on political issues 
solely because of party affiliation and labels.  
Instead, Justice Baltodano values and 
pursues independent, critical thinking and 
civil discourse on the pressing issues facing 
all litigants who come to the courts seeking 
justice.  

Wisdom for Barristers

Below is a summary some of the more 
salient Q and A from our time with Justice 
Baltodano:

Q: As a justice, what are your pet peeves?

A: Overwritten and repetitive briefs; personal 
attacks on opposing counsel are ineffective.

Q: What advice can you provide young 
attorneys?

A: Practicing law is a learned profession, 
not just a job.  Lawyers are not only zealous 
advocates for their clients, but ambassadors 
for our system of justice and democracy.  
Treat your role as a lawyer and counselor 
with the respect and awe it deserves. 
Facilitate access to justice by mentoring 

the most needy or vulnerable, or through 
pro bono work.  Take pride in everything 
you do as a lawyer, and that includes how 
you treat people.  There is a technical part 
and a relational part to being an effective 
attorney; being kind and exuding humility 
is underrated.  Do not compromise your 
values and be mindful in building your 
brand as a young lawyer. Legal briefs from 
a lawyer with a good reputation carries 
weight, especially with the time constraints 
that bench officers face every day.  Integrity, 
civility, and reliability translate to credibility 
with the bench.

Q: Do you have a favorite quote or mantra?

A: Things happen for a reason, so don’t 
dwell on the negative.  Always do the right 
thing, especially when no one is watching. 

Q: If you could travel to any time in history, 
who would you like to have a conversation 
with and why?

A: MLK, Thurgood Marshall,  RBG, 
Jackie Robinson. Courage is important for 
lawyers and judges.  As the first African 
American to join Major League Baseball, 
Jackie Robinson faced an incredibly hostile 
environment.  He epitomized courage 
– not only on the baseball field – but in 
society at large.  

Q: What do you see for the immediate 
future of Division 6?

A: In the next few months I expect 
another justice will be confirmed to fill the 
vacancy left by the retirement of Justice 
Steven Perren.  And we will continue to 
grapple with the remedial criminal justice 
legislation coming from Sacramento.

Gratitude

One theme Justice Baltodano reiterated 
throughout our interview was his 
appreciation for his family and colleagues 
and staff at the Court of Appeal.  He feels 
immeasurably welcomed and supported 
by his fellow justices, research attorneys, 
clerks, secretaries, administrative staff, 
and the care and protection provided by 
California Highway Patrol.  

JUSTICE HERNALDO BALTODANO JOINS DIVISION SIX 
by Christal Porter and Ben Baumer
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 Need to reach out to your colleagues and rely on their experiences? 
Use the VCBA ListServes which are a Member Benefit! 

 

The ListServe is intended to facilitate communication among its members by providing an opportunity to post a query on a 
substantive or procedural issue. Once you send an email, every member on that specific list will receive the message. To 
protect the ListServe participants from spam or other unwanted solicitation, you can only send messages using the email in 
your VCBA Profile. Otherwise, it will automatically be rejected. Members are automatically added based off your Areas of 
Practice and VCBA Sections you belong to. If you do not belong to that group email, the system will not allow you to use it. 

vcba_administrative@intustalk.com    
vcba_adr@intustalk.com    
vcba_appellate@intustalk.com    
vcba_bankruptcy@intustalk.com    
vcba_business@intustalk.com    
vcba_civil_lit@intustalk.com    
vcba_civil_rights@intustalk.com    
vcba_construction@intustalk.com    
vcba_consumer@intustalk.com    
vcba_corporate@intustalk.com    
vcba_criminal@intustalk.com    
vcba_disability@intustalk.com    
vcba_education@intustalk.com    
vcba_elder@intustalk.com 
vcba_environmental@intustalk.com    

vcba_epp@intustalk.com    
vcba_family@intustalk.com    
vcba_federal@intustalk.com    
vcba_immigration@intustalk.com    
vcba_insurance@intustalk.com    
vcba_ip@intustalk.com    
vcba_labor_employment@intustalk.com    
vcba_land_use@intustalk.com    
vcba_malpractice@intustalk.com    
vcba_municipal_governmental@intustalk.com    
vcba_non-profit@intustalk.com    
vcba_real_estate@intustalk.com    
vcba_taxation@intustalk.com    
vcba_torts@intustalk.com    
vcba_workers_comp@intustalk.com    
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Superior Court of California, County of Ventura 

Supervising Judge Assignments Effective January 1, 2023 

All Other Assignments Effective Monday, January 30, 2023, Unless Otherwise Indicated 

   CIVIL 
20 Judge Matthew P. Guasco, Assistant Presiding Judge (Chambers 22) 
21  Judge Jeffrey G. Bennett 
22  Judge Kevin G. DeNoce, Presiding Judge (MSCs) (Chambers 20) 
22B  Kelly Berlingeri, Case Management Attorney (Small Claims, CMC) 
40 Judge Mark S. Borrell (CEQA backup) 
41 Judge Ronda J. McKaig (CEQA and Laura’s Law) 
42 Judge Henry J. Walsh 
43 Judge Benjamin F. Coats, Supervising Judge Civil Division 
J6 Judge Roger L. Lund – Probate 
 

   FAMILY LAW 
31 Judge Rocky J. Baio 
32 Judge Michael S. Lief 
33  Judge Charmaine H. Buehner 
34 Commissioner Dusty Kawai 
35 Judge Michele M. Castillo 
36 Judge JoAnn Johnson, Supervising Judge Family Law Division 
 

   JUVENILE 
J1 Judge Tari L. Cody, Dependency - Supervising Judge Juvenile Division  
J3 Judge F. Dino Inumerable 
J4 Judge Manuel J. Covarrubias 
 

   CRIMINAL 
10 Commissioner (new) 
11 Commissioner Paul W. Feldman 
12 Judge Patricia M. Murphy 
13 Judge Nancy L. Ayers (Mental Health Court) 
14 Judge Ryan J. Wright, Supervising Judge Criminal Division (Chambers 48) 
23 Judge Bruce A. Young 
24 VACANT 
25  Judge Catherine M. Voelker 
26 Judge Derek D. Malan 
27 Judge Paul W. Baelly 
37 Judge David M. Hirsch 
44 Judge Kristi J. Peariso 
45 Judge Maureen M. Houska (Unlawful Detainers) Criminal Trials 
46 Judge Anthony J. Sabo 
47 Judge David R. Worley 
48 Judge Gilbert A. Romero (Chambers 14) until 3/31 then J4 
J5/S1 Commissioner Julia A. Snyder 
 

   APPELLATE DEPARTMENT 
 Judge Benjamin F. Coats, Presiding Appellate Judge 
 Judge Charmaine H. Buehner 
 Judge Derek D. Malan 
 Judge Ronda J. McKaig 
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Affordable, Reliable 
& Convenient

VENTURA
MEDIATION

CENTER
805.643.1052

 www.arc4adr.com

Neutrals Available
In Person and

Statewide Via Zoom

Ventura Mediation Center 

LORI M. 
DOBRIN, ESQ.
Civil disputes 
including personal 
injury, products 
and premises 
liability, real estate, 
landlord/tenant 
disputes, unlawful 
detainer, business, 
insurance 
subrogation, 
medical 
malpractice.

HON. FREDERICK H. 
BYSSHE  (RET.)
Personal injury/
wrongful death, 
construction, 
business 
commercial/ 
contracts, real 
estate, professional 
negligence, 
product liability, 
HOA disputes, 
employment, 
intellectual 
property, family 
disputes (other 
than dissolutions), 
government & 
regulatory agencies.

HON. VINCENT J. 
O’NEILL, JR. (RET.)
Civil litigation 
including law and 
motion, personal 
injury, wrongful death,  
medical and legal 
malpractice, product 
liability, real property, 
landlord-tenant, HOA 
disputes, employment, 
business/contract, 
governmental liability, 
probate, family law, 
guardianship and 
termination of parental 
rights.

PHILIP   
BARBARO,  JR., ESQ.
Probate, trust, 
conservatorships, 
elder abuse, undue 
influence, will and 
trust contests, 
estate planning and 
real estate, and 
business-related 
matters.

HON. FRANK J. 
OCHOA (RET.)
Complex state 
and federal cases 
involving business/
contract, civil 
rights,construction 
defect, education, 
employment, personal 
injury, property and 
eminent domain;  
family, probate and 
domestic relations.

To help legal professionals adapt to post-
pandemic realities, COL has created an 
exciting Master of Arts in Law degree. 
Taught at the J.D. level, this degree 
program helps students obtain the latest 
skills and knowledge needed by legal 
professionals at all levels, from paralegals 
to practicing lawyers. COL delivers our 
Master of Arts in Law degree online 
and at a pace considerate of students’ 
full-time employment. The affordable 
program takes 20 months, and financial 
aid is available to those who qualify. 
Some employers offer educational 
benefits and will pay some or all the 
costs associated with the program. For 
students who work for Ventura County, 
achieving a master’s degree can mean a 

GOT YOUR M.A.?

5% salary increase for the duration of 
their employment with the County.  

Students in the M.A. in Law program 
may concentrate their studies in 
business operations, entrepreneurship, 
emerging law, and technology. Our 
faculty have significant professional 
networks to share with our students. 
Individuals who combine a traditional 
J.D. or paralegal background with 
modern legal, technological, and 
business knowledge will find enhanced 
opportunities in the legal industry. 

Applications to the Master of Arts in 
Law program are due Jan. 2, 2023.   
Learn more at www.collegesoflaw.edu/
master-of-arts-in-law/.

 

Don’t let your 
January 2023 

Citations magazine 
be your last! 

 

Ways to renew your  
VCBA Membership: 

 
 

▪ Call 805.650.7599 
 
 

▪ Email bar@vcba.org 
 
 

▪ Renew at www.vcba.org 
 
 

▪ Print online application 
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1050 South Kimball Road 
 Ventura, CA 93004 

4550 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 250 
Westlake Village, CA 91362    
805.659.6800    fcoplaw.com

Conveniently located  
in Westlake Village  

and Ventura, our two 
full-service offices offer  
expert counsel across 15  

specialized practice groups. 

Ferguson Case Orr Paterson llp
Experience   Talent   Integrity   Commitment 

• Appeals, Writs and 
Litigation Strategy

• Business Transactions
• Business Litigation
• Construction Litigation
• Criminal Law
• Employment Litigation 

and Counseling
• Environmental and 

Natural Resources
• Trusts and Estates
• Intellectual Property
• Real Estate and Land Use
• Personal Injury
• Taxation
• Trust and Estate Litigation
• Public Agency

For 40 years, FCOP has been  providing 
quality solutions and personal  attention 

to clients throughout California. 



JANUARY  2023  •  CITATIONS  17  

EMPLOYMENT COUNSEL & LITIGATION   |   INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Innovative  |  Experienced  |  Responsive

info@lightgablerlaw.com  |  LightGablerLaw.com  |  805.248.7208

Ignoring employee issues doesn’t make them go away.
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CLASSIFIEDS
CONTRACT FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY 
AVAILABLE - Ventura County freelance 
family law attorney available to assist with 
legal writing and research assignments: 
disclosures, discovery, research, RFOs, 
P&As, briefs, judgments, etc. Contract 
work performed project-by-project, 
on an ongoing basis or as needed. 
Equipped with software, resources, and 
technology to deliver fully remote services.  
www.christinethomaslaw.com.

PARALEGAL - Law firm in Westlake 
Village, California, specializing in family 
law, is seeking a part-time, experienced 
paralegal with a minimum of two years of 
experience to join its litigation team. The 
candidate must have experience in preparing 
family law pleadings, including RFO’s, 
declarations, and stipulations. Candidate 
must also be proficient in preparing 
disclosure documents, and propounding 
and responding to discovery. Candidate 
must also be able to work independently 
and work in a fast-paced environment. 
Excellent written and communication skills 
required. This is a great job opportunity 
that will very likely develop into a full-time 
position. Position available immediately. 
Please email a PDF of your résumé to  
lisa@slmfamilylaw.com. All inquiries will be 
held in strict confidence.

OFFICE SPACES in three lovingly 
restored Victorian houses, designated 
as Buenaventura Historical Landmarks, 
located next to one another, across the 
street from the California Court of Appeal 
building in Old Town Ventura. Walk to 
Surfers Point and the beach, or to fine 
restaurants on Main Street. Convenient 
access to the 101 freeway. Off street parking, 
in our lot behind the Victorians. Lease 
one office or an entire Victorian house. 
Rents start at $550/month. Common 
reception area. Landlord pays for utilities, 
janitorial service and gardening. No 
CAM charges. Contact Don Parrish, Esq. 
at 805-340-1204 or Jenny Petty at  
jpetty@beckergrp.com.

661 527 9080info@centralpacval.com https://centralpacval.com/

Central Pacific Valuaaon, 5401 Business Park South, Suite 209, Bakersfield, CA 93309

Central Pacific Valuation
Business Valuaaon Services

Valuaaons for:
·Gii & Estate Tax Reporting

·Buy-Side and Sell-Side Transaction Analysis
·Buy-Sell Agreements

·Shareholder Transactions
·Business Transistion Planning

Kevin Lowther
AM-ASA, ABV, FMVA

Kevin has over 25 years of Kevin has over 25 years of 
internaaonal financial 

services experience 
including banking, wealth 

management and 
business valuaaon.

Experienced
Thousands of significant valuation 

engagements completed

Independent
Central Pacific Valuation provides 
independent business valuations

Professional
We have the credentials of leading 

global valuation practices

Shannon Lowther
CFA, ASA,ABV

Shannon has over 20 years Shannon has over 20 years 
of business valuaaon 

experience serving 
California, naaonal and 

global clients.



CITATIONS
Ventura County Bar Association
4475 Market Street, Suite B 
Ventura, CA 93003
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OXNARD, CA 93030

We appreciate your criminal law referrals!
WWW.StrongestDefense.COM

805-477-0070

CELEBRATING 30 
YEARS IN VENTURA 

(AND 11 KIDS (AND 2 PIGS))


