CITATIONS

BAR ASSOCIATION NOVEMBER - TWO THOUSAND TWENTY TWO

MARK KIRWIN: 2022 RECIPIENT OF THE BEN E. NORDMAN AWARD

by William M. Grewe | Page 7

— . —

C ) United Nations
V Climate Change Co!

Meeting Rooms Addis Abeba, Bangkok

Documents
Cloak Room
Restaurant Main Building Ol
_Exhibit Area
::Passage to Plenary Building

hambar Hall

tde Event Rooms
taminzimmer, Berlin, Bonn 1-3
Mleeting Room Kleiner Saal
lestaurant Plenary Building DIl
geting Reooms P2.7, P1.97, P1.99
puter / Laptop Centre

[ess Centre

st Aid

editation Room

Hlegation Offices

JACQUELYN D. RUFFIN PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 3
WENDY C. LASCHER WE READ SO YOU DON'T HAVE TO 4
HAVE YOU HEARD? 5
LEONIDAS NICOL BARRISTERS CORNER 8
DR. JACKIE GARDINA SIDE BAR PODCAST: MAKING LAW ACCESSIBLE 8
NEW TRUST ACCOUNT RULES 12
SEE YOU NEXT TUESDAY? AN ACTUAL MINUTE ORDER
FROM A 2022 SAN DIEGO SUPERIOR COURT CASE 15

CLASSIFIEDS 19




OMIA

IFR

LIV ‘ Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL RCALTY

We dominate

the conversation

Sotheby's International Realty is the most
profiled real estate brand in the world. In just the
first half of 2022 over 30% of all real estate press
mentions internationally were about Sotheby's
International Realty. That's almost twice the
share of voice as the next most publicized real

estate company.

We don't just get it on the market. We get it the

attention it deserves.

DEBORAH DOWNEY

Bachelors Degree in Business

LARRY KROGH
Broker, ABR, GRI. Green

Cal DRE D1305510




PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Jacquelyn D. Ruffin
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You may have recently received a beautiful
invitation  (creatively  designed by
JP McWaters) to this year’s annual
installation and awards dinner. I would like
to take this opportunity to personally invite
the VCBA membership to attend this event.

On November 19, we will gather at Zachari
Dunes at Mandalay Beach to honor
Ben E. Nordman Award recipient Mark
Kirwin (who is profiled in this issue of
CITATIONS), Verna R. Kagan VCLA
Award recipient Phillip Viramontes II and
James D. Loebl VCLA Award recipient Zoya
Shenker. The occasion will also recognize
two Ventura College of Law students —
Josefina Magana and Jessica Cabral — who
won CPA Law Society scholarships for their
commitment to community service.

Although their pro bono activities are
extensive, a brief introduction to the two
VCLA awardees must suffice for this article.

Viramontes grew up in the Central Valley
of California in a small town where he
experienced the warmth, love, consideration
and support of his immigrant grandparents
and parents. “They showed me by their
example how to act,” reflects Viramontes.
His mother was an active supporter of Cesar
Chavez and attended many marches with
him. Viramontes elaborates, “The memory
and images of my mother’s activism . . .
inspired me to give back to our community.
I feel compelled to volunteer” In his
private practice, Viramontes specializes in

community property, personal injury and
domestic relations. His volunteer work
at the VCLA clinic focuses on domestic
relations issues. According to incoming
VCLA board president Lou Vigorita,
Viramontes is one of the most active
volunteers at the VCLA legal aid clinic,
clearly befitting the Verna R. Kagan award.

Shenker, whoisalso the 2022 recipient of the
Women Lawyers of Ventura County Holly
Spevak award, has been a regular volunteer
at the VCLA clinic and the Conejo Free
Clinic for several years. Conejo Free Clinic
legal clinic director Karen Oakman says
Shenker “truly believes in pro bono work
and that everyone deserves access to legal
services. She goes above and beyond” to
fulfill that commitment. Conejo Free Clinic
volunteer Corliss Krivoy applauds Shenker’s
“amazing mix of common sense and
caring but toughness and tenacity” while
clinic volunteer Susan Drapkin admires
Shenker’s “special way of reassuring [upset
and emotional clients], getting to the crux
of the issue and providing the information
they need.” VCLA board member Rabiah
Rahman notes that Shenker “has a heart
of gold” and “a wealth of knowledge that
she shares freely with those most in need.
She is a gem in our community and well
deserving of this recognition [as the James
D. Loebel award recipient].”

In addition to the award presentations,
the evening will include an address by
California Supreme Court Justice Martin
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J. Jenkins. Justice Jenkins was confirmed
as an Associate Justice on Nov. 10, 2020.
He previously served as an Associate Justice
of Court of Appeal, federal district judge
for the Northern District of California
and trial judge on the Alameda County
Superior Court and the Oakland Municipal
Court. His career as an attorney included
working as a prosecutor for the Alameda
County District Attorney’s Office, a trial
attorney for United States Department
of Justice Civil Rights Division and a
litigator for Pacific Bell. His Commission
on Judicial Nominees Evaluation report,
dated Nov. 6, 2020, notes that “[w]hile
on the federal bench, [Justice Jenkins]
presided over significant cases including
Dukes v. Walmart — a nationwide class
action suit against Walmart stores alleging
sexual discrimination under Title VII of
the 1964 Civil Rights Act. At that time,
the case was the largest class action ever
to be certified by an American court.”
(See https:/inewsroom.courts.ca.gov/sites/
default/files/newsroom/2020-11/jenkins %20
JINE%Z20report.pdf) The report continues,
“Justice Jenkins' impressive 30-year record
of professional accomplishment is equally
matched by his strength of character,
compassion and integrity. He is praised for
his brilliant intellect, first-class temperament

and boundless humanity.” (/d.)

After acknowledging awardees Kirwin,
Viramontes, Shenker, Magana and Cabral
for their tremendous accomplishments
and hearing uplifting words from Justice
Jenkins, we will close the evening with live
music and dancing. I look forward to seeing
you on November 19 for an “Evening of
Inspiration and Celebration™

Jacquelyn D. Ruffin
is a partner at Myers,
Widders, Gibson, Jones
& Feingold LLD Her
practice focuses on
corporate/business, real
estate and land use
matters. She can be

reached at jruffin@muwgjlaw.com or
805-644-7188.
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WE READ SO YOU DON"T HAVE TO

Never mind how I acquired this, though I
disclaim any involvement by my late husband
Ed Lascher notwithstanding his vocabulary
and capacity for the acerbic.

In 1980, a lawyer frustrated with discovery
correspondence from opposing counsel (in
those days, that’s how lawyers communicated)
replied. He said he would ‘Strive to be as
succinet as possible,” but filled four single-
spaced pages. The dispute seemed to be about
the interrogatories each lawyer sent the other.
Every word is worth reading, but here are
some fun excerpts:

I am [replying to two letters] in spite of
having to endure the savage, merciless heat
— with no air conditioning. Additionally,
the entire subject of “interrogatories” fills
me with a constellation of emotions, all of
which are negative.

When I first embarked on the study of law,
more years ago than I care to remember
[the writer was admitted to practice in the
early 1950s], I recall my instructor making
the comment that “the law was a harsh
mistress.” The true meaning of that phrase
only became clear when interrogatories
came into existence. There is not the
slightest doubt in my mind that this plague
was devised by a group of lawmakers who
were totally divorced from reality and who,
never having had to answer a set of “boiler
plates” from the more illustrious members
of the ... bar, assumed that it would in some
fashion accelerate the disposition of cases
and clear up hitherto ambiguous issues. In
truth and in fact, the interrogatory process
has not only not accelerated anything,
but has brought the majority of legal
proceedings to a grinding halt.

% % %

It is my carefully considered opinion that
the only fashion in which an attorney can
conscientiously handle interrogatories ... is
by abandoning his wife [remember, this guy
had been practicing since 1950-something]
and children and dedicating his entire life
to such crucial questions as the exact date
and the name of the courthouse where his
septuagenarian client obtained a divorce
when he was twenty-three.

* * *

I am re-sending the interrogatories to
you once again. They are only oppressive
in the same sense that all legal activity is
oppressive. Just as dictating this letter
in a room that is not air-conditioned is
oppressive. The interrogatories are simply
thorough.

Your interrogatories are now in the hands
of my respective clients. They shall, as do all
clients, tell my answering service that they
must speak to me. The answering service
will then call me during dinner and the
plaintiffs (who have called me collect) will
announce that they do not understand the
questions.

* * *

It is my understanding that by next year the
interrogatory process is going to be gravely
curtailed. It should be extirpated. It should
never have been born.

Wendy Lascher is a
co-editorof CITATIONS.
She is a partner at
Ferguson ~ Case  Orr
Paterson, LD and a State
Bar-certified specialist in
appellate law.
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HAVE YOU HEARD?

CISLO & THOMAS LLP

Patent, Cup}rrigjlll and Trademark

IP Attornevs and [P Expert Wimesses

On Tuesday October 25, 2022, the Ventura
County Trial Lawyers Association (VCTLA)
hosted its annual Trial Lawyer of the Year
event. The program honored both the 2019
and 2021 Trial Lawyer of the Year nominees.
The 2019 program was delayed due to the
COVID pandemic. This year’s winners were
Trevor Quirk (left) as the 2019 Trial Lawyer
of the Year and the trial team of Jody Moore
(center), Susan Kang Gordon (right) and
Jennifer Fior (not pictured) as the 2021 Trial
Lawyers of the Year.

Serving Businesses in California Since 1979

wWw w.r.:is]uatll.],l.]u_nnas.t.'tnn | (805) 406-1164
VCSC Commissioner position open.

Applications accepted beginning Nov. 1.
See the flyer enclosed in this month’s

amess CARRINGTON LINDENAUER
ark your calendars: Ventura. County ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROFESSIONALS

Barristers has scheduled Bridging the Gap

for Jan. 21, 2023, at the Colleges of Law, ) )

4475 Market St., Ventura. This biennial Mr. Carrington and Ms. Lindenauer have conducted over 4,000 mediations,
MCLE event offers six credits, including 300 arbitrations and have been discovery referees in multiple complex matters.
Mr. Carrington (ABOTA Member) has been a full-time mediator since 1995
and Ms. Lindenauer has been mediating since 2011. Their professional
association as of 2017 reflects their jointly held commitment to the values of
tenacity, creativity, and the highest ethical standards applied to the resolution
of every dispute.

ethics, elimination of bias, competence,
and other topics to keep you interested
and educated. Speakers will include at least
one Ventura County judge. Open to all
attorneys. More information and flyers will
be circulated in the coming weeks. Register
by contacting the Ventura County Bar
Association at (805) 650-7599 or emailing

Any County, Any State

veba@vcba.org. We look forward to seeing
you there!

Meanwhile, save Dec. 6 for VCTLAs
holiday party, this year at Sterling Hills
Country Club. A flyer is enclosed in this
issue of CITATIONS.

MEDIATIONS AND ARBITRATIONS
BY VIDEO CONFERENCING

VIRTUAL PRIVATE CAUCUSES AND
COMPLETE CONFIDENTIALITY

CARRINGTONLINDENAUER.COM

R.A. CARRINGTON VICTORIA LINDENAUER
805-565-1481 805-730-1959

rtonlindenauer.com Victoria arringtonlindenaver.com
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MARK KIRWIN: 2022 RECIPIENT OF THE BEN E. NORDMAN AWARD

by William M. Grewe

Do you know someone who grew up on an
island? They are different. When they look
at photographs of the earth from space, they
point to their island and say, “There’s my
home.” A problem on the island is everyone’s
responsibility. No artificial boundaries. No
shoulder shrugging. Everything surrounded
by the water’s edge is home and matters
deeply.

Mark Kirwin was born and raised on
Bermuda. Later, he moved to the States and
became a U.S. citizen while in law school.
He brought with him his island mentality
that problems, concerns and needs beyond
his field of view were his concern, too. He
has yet to realize he left the island behind,
and in other places it’s acceptable to look
away and leave it to someone else.

Quietly, Mark has made a lot of noise in the
role which the Wizard of Oz called “Good
Deed Doers.” Far away and close to home,
Mark has left his mark. Here’s a short list:

Locally

¢ Mark created and worked in the Thomas
Fire Insurance Claims pop-up clinics;

* Mark, together with Judge Charmaine
Buehner, helped and guided VCLA in the
creation of the Ventura County Legal Aid
Walk-In Clinic. Mark was active in the
leadership of VCLA from 2016 through
2021 and worked in the walk-in clinic;

e Mark distributes food with the Salvation
Army on the west side of Ventura;

* When his children were in grade school,
Mark was a member of the Schools Site
council, which was tasked with managing
and integrating competing interests and
views;

* Mark is a five-year member of the Ventura
Downtown Lions Club where he has served
as a board member and officer and will
serve in the near future as its president;

* Mark was a volunteer attorney assisting
the public in walk-in clinics serving DACA
applicants, migrants and asylum-seekers;

e Mark was a member of the Board of
Directors of the Ventura County Bar
Association in 2014 and 2015, Secretary-
Treasurer in 2016, President-Elect in 2017
and President in 2018.

* Mark is a Board Member of EPIC (Every
Day Progress in Character) which serves
Venturas highest-risk neighborhoods by
partnering with local government and
businesses in providing education and
leadership opportunities to children.

Public Service Projects

Mark is Co-Founder, together with
his spouse, Angela, of KIRF (Kirwin
International Relief Foundation). Please

see kirfaid.org.

Through their nonprofit, Mark and Angela,
with the help of their children, have assisted
thousands, locally and internationally,

by promptly and personally — hands-on,

frontline stuff — delivering relief aid. To
describe it briefly, Mark likes to go to the
community where disaster has struck, meet
the decision makers, assess at street-level
what is being done and what isn’t, and then
begin filling the gaps between Big Aid and
the people.

Hurricanes, floods or whatever, Mark has
quietly rolled up his sleeves, put his work
on pause and helped. Sometimes, it is just
not that far away, and he fills his truck with
needed stuff and goes to where he can help.

As well, Mark was a member of Mediators
Beyond Borders for six years. He served
on the Climate Change Team tasked with
advocating the peaceful resolution of
disputes associated with climate change
involving diverse countries and cultures. He
traveled internationally. Mark has a gift for
listening. He is an under-the-radar, take-no-
credit kind of guy who cares about people
and their differing ways of seeing the world.
He is from Ventura. When Mark traveled
about doing this work, we were fortunate to
have him carry our banner far from home.
He was from Ventura, California.

That Special Quality

I nominated Mark for the Ben E. Nordman
Award. T have been present at many Bar-
type meetings where little things had to be
done. Again and again Mark would say, “I
will call her.” “T’ll take care of it.” “Email
me, remind me.” Mark showed-up. He
dotted the “i’s,” crossed the “t’s,” and always
put the pin back in the hole. He does it all
with a relaxed manner. His only fault: He
does not know how to say “No.”

Please join us to celebrate Mark, and others,
at the upcoming VCBA Annual Dinner.

William M. Grewe
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BARRISTERS CORNER

Nominations for 2023 Barrister Board
Positions Now Open

A section of the Ventura County Bar
Association, the Barristers provides annual
programming to assist newer members of
our bar with networking, mentoring, and
furthering their educations. Each year,
Barristers puts on social/entertainment
events (Trivia Night, Wine & Cheese Night
and Meet the Bench), MCLEs (Judicial
Speaker Series and Bridging the Gap).
The group also connects new lawyers (and
law students) with attorneys in fields of
expressed interest through its network. The
Barristers Board of Directors coordinates
these events each year and is always looking
for additional members to assist with
planning and to offer new ideas.

Do you know someone who would be a great
addition to the Barristers Board? Would
you like to be a member? Nominations for
next year’s Barristers Board for the following
positions are now open:

1. Member at Large (3)
Secretary

Treasurer

Vice President

AR

President

Please email nominations to Leonidas Nicol
at ln@QLFLaw.com (subject line: Barristers
Nomination) by 11:59 p.m. on Nov. 30.

Nominations may only be made by
eligible Barristers. A “Barrister” is any
member in good standing of the Ventura
County Bar Association who, on Jan. 1 of
a given year, is either under the age of 36
or has been admitted to practice law or
has been in practice in any jurisdiction for
a total of seven years or fewer. Active law
students who are members of the Ventura
County Bar Association are considered
“Student Barristers” and may serve on the
board as members at large, but not as officers.

| If you would like more
information or to see
a  Barristers Board
meeting in  action,
please e-mail Nicol at
Nicol@quirklawyers.com.
for information. We meet
on the first Thursday of

every month.

SIDE BAR PODCAST

MAKING LAW ACCESSIBLE

Dr. Jackie Gardina

o, :—;
Dean Mitchel Winick

The Colleges of Law mission has always
been making a quality legal
education accessible. Its website speaks to
“democratizing the law within and beyond
the classroom.” To make that statement a
reality, Colleges of Law is sponsoring a new
podcast, Side Bar on Legal Talk Network.
Jackie Gardina, the dean of the Colleges
of Law, and Mitch Winick, the dean of
Monterey College, the cohosts of Side Bar,
are educators at heart and believe the law
should be accessible to everyone and should
never be boring.

about

The podcast focuses on the current
challenges to our constitutional and civil
rights. The two cohosts intend to introduce
their audience to local, state and national
experts who will speak on topics ranging
from voting rights to reproductive justice
and from free speech to freedom of religion.
They hope the podcast will enhance their
audience’s understanding of daunting
topics and expose them to new ideas.

With elections looming, the first several
episodes will focus on the power of state
legislatures. David DPepper, author of
Laboratories of Autocracy: A Wake-Up Call
from Behind the Lines, will describe how
severe gerrymandering has made the Ohio
legislature unresponsive to the voters
and how the state legislature’s efforts are
spreading to other states. Next, David
Noll, co-author of Vigilante Federalism,
will discuss whether private subordination

e Gardina

laws, like Texas’s SB 8 and California’s SB
1327, thwart the democratic system and
erase longstanding constitutional rights.
Next, Assemblymember Buffy Wicks will
discuss California’s legislative response to
the Supreme Court’s Dobbs decision and its
efforts to protect reproductive health care
in California.

The guest list continues with Dahlia
Lithwick, senior editor at Slate and authors
of Lady Justice: Women, the Law, and the
Battle to Save America, Professor Orly Lobel,
author of The Equality Machine: Harnessing
Digital Technology for a Brighter More
Inclusive Future and Ninth Circuit Judge
Margaret McKeown who is out with a new
book, Citizen Justice: The Environmental

Legacy of William O. Douglas.

The episodes will be available every first
and third Saturday of the month, starting
November 5 on Apple, Google, Spotify
and Stitcher. You can find links to the
show on the Colleges of Law website and
social media sites as well. If you would like
to hear about a specific topic, reach out
directly to Dean Gardina, who will be busy
reading all the books so you don't have to.

Dr. Jackie Gardina,
Dean and Chief

Academic Officer of
The Colleges of Law.
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Barry A. Cane/!

Disability Income Insurance
Business Overhead Expense

(805) 496-5537

email: barry_cane@glic.com

1390 Morrow Circle, Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

California Insurance License #0740274
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BUILT WITH YOU IN MIND, INTRODUCING OUR
LAWYERS’ INSURANCE DEFENSE PROGRAM
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Lawyers’ Mutual is excited to share our values, services and member benefits with
an ever expanding pool of California attorneys.

Built with you in mind, Lawyers’ Mutual has redesigned our Lawyers’ Insurance
Defense Program for firms of six attorneys or more who practice 90% insurance

defense work or greater.

Key program features:

* Limits from $1,000,000 per claim / $3,000,000 in the aggregate
to $10,000,000 per claim / $12,000,000 in the aggregate.

» $50,000 Claims Expense Allowance outside limits included.

¢ Expert in-house California claims examiners.

¢ Multi-attorney discount factor.

Our Lawyers’ Insurance Defense Program delivers on our commitment to enhance,
revolutionize and challenge the status quo of how the traditional insurance industry

operates.

LAWYERS'
MUTUAL www.lawyersmutual.com

INGSURANCE COMPANY
= 0 8 O 0N

Qur strength is your insurance
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NEW TRUST
ACCOUNT RULES

The Supreme Court of California  has
approved new State Bar rule 9.8.5, effective
Jan. 1, 2023, to implement the new Client
Trust Account Protection Program (CTAPP),
designed to strengthen proactive oversight
and regulation of client trust accounts.

In its initial phase, to be implemented for
the 2023 license renewal cycle, the CTAPP

will require actively licensed attorneys to:

* Report annually to the State Bar whether
they are responsible for client trust accounts
and provide basic account information.
Law firms will be able to report account
information for lawyers who work for them.

* Complete an annual self-assessment that
highlights specific rules and requirements
for managing a client trust account.

* Annually review the applicable Rules
Conduct  related to
safeguarding client funds and certify to the
State Bar that they comply with those rules.

of Professional

In future phases, the State Bar will implement
steps authorized by the Supreme Court,
including risk-based compliance audits.

The Supreme Court also approved

amendments to rules 1.15 and 1.4 of the
Rules of Professional Conduct:

* Under the revised Rule 1.15, a lawyer
must notify a client within fourteen days
after receiving funds or property on their
behalf. A new comment to rule 1.4 was
added to underscore that receipt of client
funds is ordinarily considered a “significant
development”  that
promptly communicate to their client
under that rule.

an attorney must

* Rule 1.15 was amended to compel an
attorney to disburse any entrusted funds or
property within 45 days after their client’s
interest in them becomes undisputed.
Failing to meet that deadline will result in a
presumption that the attorney violated rule
1.15, which the attorney can only rebut
with evidence showing good cause.

V Central Pacific Valuation

Business Valuation Services

Independent
Central Pacific Valuation provides

Professional
We have the credentials of leading
global valuation practices

Experienced
Thousands of significant valuation

independent business valuations engagements completed

Kevin Lowther
AM-ASA, ABV, FMVA

Shannon Lowther
CFA, ASA,ABV

Kevin has over 25 years of
international financial
services experience
including banking, wealth
management and
business valuation.

Valuations for:

-Gift & Estate Tax Reporting
‘Buy-Side and Sell-Side Transaction Analysis
‘Buy-Sell Agreements
-Shareholder Transactions
-Business Transistion Planning

Shannon has over 20 years
of business valuation
experience serving
California, national and
global clients.

Central Pacific Valuation, 5401 Business Park South, Suite 209, Bakersfield, CA 93309

info@centralpacval.com @ 661 527 9080 &) https://centralpacval.com/

THERE ARE LAWYERS
AND THERE ARE
GREAT LAWYERS.
AND THEN THERE ARE
LAWYERS' LAWYERS.

Nemecek
":I’ Law

Firm
Advisement and Representation for
Lawyars and other professionals.

nemecek-cole.com
818.788.9500
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Our Personalized Services Include:

Establishment of
child support orders

Establishment of parentage

In-office settlernents/stipulations

Payroll deductions/assistance
with collecting child support

Partnering with other states to

enforce support orders

Case Tranaiermentidinect Additional Services

ACCess 10 a Case manager

i Multilingual staff
Modifications ‘
: o 24/7 access to case information
Arrears determinations ondine
In-persan appointments in a Convenient payment options
famity-friendly, relaxed and ) )
private enviroment Direct deposit

Walk-ins welcome

im Allen Elina Avagimova
Our Attorneys :
y Senior Child Support Attorney Child Support Attormey
jimaller@ventura.org elina.avagimova@ventura.org
Dee Dinnie Michael Marcelo Michael Ocampo
Managing Attorney Senior Child Support Attorney Child Support Attorney

About Us

dee.dinnie@yventura.org

michael.marcelo@ventura.org michael.ocampo@ventura.org

Ventura County Child Support Services helps thousands of families every

year through every step of the pro . We offer unique, efficient and

effective solutions tailored te your client’s individual needs and handle

each case professionally. To leamn more, please visit us at

ventura.org/child-support-services.

TRANSFORMING LIVES THROUGH THE TRUE POWER OF CHILD SUPPORT
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QUIRK LAW FIRM, LLP

— EST. 2006 ——

We help people.

“You'll never try this case. Your
clients live in Mexico and don’t
even speak English.”

$10M. The people of Butte
County delivered justice for
Carlos Gonzalez and his family.

We would be honored to talk to you
about your personal injury referrals.
We pay attorney referral fees.

From left to right: Aletheia Gooden, Esq., Adriana Margarita Reynoso, Carlos Gonzalez, Jr., Jose Gonzalez, Trevor Quirk, Esg., at

the Chico Courthouse, June 30, 2022.

QUIRK LAW FIRM, LLP | 877 S. VICTORIA AVE., SUITE 111, VENTURA, CA | 805-650-7778 | QUIRKLAWYERS.COM

QG\NBQ@ Local Solutions. Global Reach:

“Dr. Singh settled a complex case with
multiple stakeholders, where parties
were very reluctant to try mediation.

He did it masterfully over several days..
with patience and understanding toward
us and our needs.” — San Diego Attorney

Dr. Singh has successfully mediated hundreds of domestic and cross-
border disputes, including large, complex cases. He is assistant dean
of graduate law programs and Judge Danny Weinstein managing
director of the Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution at Pepperdine
University Caruso School of Law. Dr. Singh is fluent in Hindi and
Punjabi. He is available in person or remotely as a mediator, neutral
evaluator and settlement master/ombuds in business/commercial,
employment, governmental, higher ed/Title IX, international,
personal injury and real property matters. He is also available as a
dispute resolution trainer and systems designer.

Visit jamsadr.com/singh or contact Case Manager Giana
Dittmar at gdittmar@jamsadr.com or 310.309.6202.




SEE YOU NEXT TUESDAY?

This is an actual minute order from a 2022 San Diego Superior Court case

The purpose of this Minute Order is to
address a statement made by Plaintiff’s
counsel, Timothy Scott, on the record
during trial on June 30, 2022. Specifically,
while Mr. Scott was addressing the
Court, and after this Court orally granted
Defendant MTS’s motion for nonsuit, Mr.
Scott stated as follows:

“ ... T hope this doesn’t sound unctuous, but
just to end the weekend on a good note, I
want to thank the court staff. I want to say
to have a good weekend to Mr. DeMaria.
I want to say have a good weekend to Ms.
Frerich. And I want to say have a good
weekend to both MTS counsel. I'll See you
next Tuesday. See you next Tuesday.”

(Judge’s Ex. 1 at p. 110, emphasis added.)

Completely unaware of the intended
meaning of “See you next Tuesday,” (see
infra), the Court responded, “How kind.”
(Judge’s Ex. 1 at p. 110.)

On Tuesday, July 5, 2022, counsel for
MTS approached the Court and requested
to be heard about an issue concerning the
above statement made by Mr. Scott on
June 30, 2022. The Court and all counsel
met in chambers to discuss the issue. The
in-chambers meeting was recorded and
documents consisting of various emails
were provided to the Court. (Judge’s Exs.
2-4.) During this meeting it was revealed,
that unbeknownst to the Court, the term
“See you next Tuesday,” is a serious covert
insult directed towards women. (See
Judge’s Ex. 5 at p. 6-9; see also hetps:/fwww.
dictionary.com/e/slang/see-you-next-tuesday/.)
It was also revealed during the in-chambers
meeting that Mr. Scott intentionally made
the statement with the full knowledge of
the meaning of the phrase. (Judge’s Exs.
2, 5 at pp. 8-9.) Mr. Scott tried to explain
that his deliberate use of the phrase was an
“inside joke” between him and one of this
firm employees which he expected no one
in the courtroom would detect. (Judge’s Ex.
5 at pp. 8-9, see also Judge Ex. 2.) However,
it is not a joke to this Court that Mr. Scott
made this egregious and offensive insult
intentionally to two female attorneys via a
coded message. In fact, but for Ms. Lagasse
bringing it to the Courts attention, this
wrongdoing would have been undetected.

Mr. Scott not only attempted to deceive all
counsel, but also this Court, into believing
he genuinely was wishing everyone a nice
weekend when in fact he was purposefully
directing a derogatory epithet toward the
female defense attorneys who had just
prevailed in a nonsuit in this case.

“An attorney is an ‘officer of the court
who, by virtue of his or her professional
position, undertakes certain ‘special duties
.. to avoid conduct that undermines the
integrity of the adjudicative process.” ”
(ETC. v. Network Services Depot, /ne. (9th
Cir. 2010) 617 E3d 1127, 1143.) In other
words, “[I]t is vital to the integrity of our
adversary legal process that attorneys strive
to maintain the highest standards of ethics,
civility, and professionalism in the practice
of law.’ (People v. Chong (1999) 76 Cal.
App.4th 232, 243, 90 Cal.Rptr.2d 198.)
Indeed, unwarranted personal attacks on the
character or motives of the opposing party,
counsel, or witnesses are inappropriate

Law Offices of Lindsay F. Nielson
845 E. Santa Clara St. Ventura, 9300

Member

The Superior Court has appointed Mr. Nielson in over 500 cases
involving the sale of real property, partnership or business
dissolutions, partition actions and matters requiring a referee.

“Mr. Nielson is more than just a pretty face.
He is one of our best receivers.”

California Receiver Forum
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and may constitute misconduct. (/2. at p.
245, 90 Cal.Rptr.2d 198; see also Stone v.
Foster(1980) 106 Cal.App.3d 334,355, 164
Cal.Rptr. 901.)” (In re S.C. (2006) 138
Cal.App.4th 396, 412.) “When, during the
course of trial, an attorney violates his or
her obligations as an officer of the court,
the judge may control the proceedings
and protect the integrity of the court and
the judicial process by reprimanding the
attorney.” (Chong, supra, 76 Cal.App.4th at
243-244.))

Mr. Scott’s statement directed to Ms.
Lagasse and Ms. Oberrecht is reprehensible
and will not be tolerated in this courtroom.
As such, for reasons stated above, the Court
finds that it has a duty to alert the State
Bar of California of Mr. Scott’s conduct on
June 30, 2022 and will be filing a Discipline
Referral with the State Bar.

Judge Eddie C Sturgeon

Hon. John |. Hunter

California

Receivers
Forum
I Cuslodia Legis
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“VENTURA COUNTY BAR ASSOC]ATION
| INSTALLATION A'\JD AWARDS DINNER i

SATUR)AY NOVEMBER 19 2022
__'_;.Z*ACHARI DUNES ON NLANDALAY BEACH

. <2 USPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER o 4 ~ HONORING -
MARTIN J. JENKINS - " P MARK KIRWIN
CALIFORNIA SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 2022 BEN E. NORDMAN AWARD®

*PHILLIP VIRAMONTES 11 : ZOYA SHENKER

. VERNA R. KAGAN VCLA INC. AWARD JAMES D. LOEBL VCLA INC. AWARD

zgcmpi DUNES ON MANDALAY BEACH * EIUI‘MANDALAY BEACH RD OXNARD, 93035 .

~ RESERVE TODAY AT VCBAORG .~
DINNER > DANCE - BLAGK TIE OPTIONAL
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™ Ventura Mediation Center Welcomes
ALTERMATIVE RESOLUTION CEMTERS . o ' . Pbilip Barbaro) ]7/‘., Esg.

Aﬁordable, Reliable N Certified by the State Bar of California as
&Convenient ! . ) . a specialist in Estate Planning, Trust and

Probate law, he brings more than 30 years of

. ] experience and wisdom to the resolution of
VENTU RA - disputes that arise in the administration and
litigation of probate, trust and conservatorship

cases, including will and trust contests
MEDIATION and matters involving elder abuse, undue

CE N TE R _ influence and capacity issues.

805.643.1052
www.arc4adr.com

Neutrals Available

In Person and

Statewide Via Zoom HON. FREDERICK LORI M. HON. FRANK J. HON. VINCENT J.
H.BYSSHE (RET.) DOBRIN, ESQ. OCHOA (RET.) O'NEILL, JR. (RET.)

Need to reach out to your colleagues and rely on their experiences?
Use the VCBA ListServes which are a Member Benefit!

The ListServe is intended to facilitate communication among its members by providing an opportunity to post a query on a
substantive or procedural issue. Once you send an email, every member on that specific list will receive the message. To
protect the ListServe participants from spam or other unwanted solicitation, you can only send messages using the email in
your VCBA Profile. Otherwise, it will automatically be rejected. Members are automatically added based off your Areas of
Practice and VCBA Sections you belong to. If you do not belong to that group email, the system will not allow you to use it.

vcba_administrative@intustalk.com vcba_epp@intustalk.com
vcba_adr@intustalk.com vcba_family@intustalk.com
vcba_appellate@intustalk.com vcba_federal@intustalk.com
vcba_bankruptcy@intustalk.com vcba_immigration@intustalk.com
vcba_business@intustalk.com vcba_insurance@intustalk.com
vcba_civil_lit@intustalk.com vcba_ip@intustalk.com
vcba_civil_rights@intustalk.com vcba_labor_employment@intustalk.com
vcba_construction@intustalk.com vcba_land_use@intustalk.com
vcba_consumer@intustalk.com vcba_malpractice@intustalk.com
vcba_corporate@intustalk.com vcba_municipal_governmental@intustalk.com
vcba_criminal@intustalk.com vcba_non-profit@intustalk.com
vcba_disability@intustalk.com vcba_real_estate@intustalk.com
vcba_education@intustalk.com vcba_taxation@intustalk.com

vcba_elder@intustalk.com vcba_torts@intustalk.com
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Looking for trusted
mental health
providers?

Miriam Hamideh PhD
President & Co-Founder
President-elect of the

Los Angeles County

Psychological Association

Court-mandated treatment
Drug & alcohol offenses
Vocational rehabilitation
Occupational burnout
Restraining orders
Medical and psychological

evaluations

www.pcicenters.com

Serving the Ventura and greater Los Angeles area
for over 20 years

31194 La Baya Drive Suite 201, Westlake Village, California 91362
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ATTORNEY - Law Office of Robert Baskin
is a prestigious Ventura law firm that invests
in supporting our team’s success. We are
looking for an experienced Attorney who will
thrive in a team environment. Must know
estate planning, probate, trust administration,
trust litigation, conservatorship, guardianship
and civil litigation. Submit resume to 7erri@

baskinlawoffice.com.

CONTRACT FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY
AVAILABLE - Ventura County based
freelance family law attorney available to
assist family law firms throughout California
with legal writing and research assignments:
disclosures, discovery, research, RFOs,
P&As, briefs, judgments, etc. Equipped with
software, resources and technology to deliver
fully remote services. Christine Nguyen
Thomas, SBN 227960, JD UCLA School of
Law 2003, chris@christinethomaslaw.com.

LEGAL ASSISTANT - Small busy family
law firm secking a new associate or legal
assistant, located in Westlake Village.
Excellent written and communication skills.
Ability to work in a fast paced environment
and meet deadlines. Full-time or part-
time position. Compensation depends on
experience. Please forward résume and salary
requirement to Anita@gummandgreen.com.

OFFICE SPACE - Join three other
independent lawyers in this law office
in Westlake Village. Nicely furnished
window office with separate entrance,
library, secretarial space available for
extra charge, and Wifi. Window office w/
separate entrance. Monthly rent is $600
and secretarial space optional. Contact Phil
Dunn at 805-494-1131.

Office Spaces in three restored Victorian
houses, designated as Buenaventura Historical
Landmarks, located next to one another,
across the street from the California Court
of Appeal building in Old Town Ventura.
Walk to Surfers Point and the beach, or to
fine restaurants on Main Street. Convenient
access to the 101 freeway. Off street parking,
in our lot behind the Victorians. Lease one
office or an entire Victorian house. Rents start
at $550/month. Common reception area.
Landlord pays for utilities, janitorial service
and gardening. No CAM charges. Contact
Don Parrish, Esq. at 805-340-1204.
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Conseiong Co-Parenling
A UNIQUE CO-PARENTING COACHING
PROGRAM SETTING PARENTS UP FOR A

SUCCESSFUL CO-PARENTING RELATIONSHIP
AM & PM Sessions Available

https://jpcoachingandconsulting.com/conscious-
co-parenting-through-divorce-beyond/

Scan for the program page

To learn more, email fjanet Price, Program Facilitator &
Co-Parenting Cooch at jprice@jpcoeachingandconsulting.com

Coaching & Consulting

Ity Vime te Foise!

@jpcoachingandconsulting

WHOR®®)

ShredRite Co. and StoreRite Ine. can help vour business successfully secure
and manage critical data information.,
We offer Securily, Flexibility, and Efficiency Lo ensure your information

remains confidential,

ShredRite » StoreRite

Secure Information Shredding and Storage

(877) 592-1114

info@srpaper.com

WE LOCAL BUSINESS
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