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Assisted 
Reproduction

Health & Safety Law



Assisted 
Reproduction

Family Law



Assisted 
Reproduction

FDA regulates
Bone, skin, corneas, heart valves, 

oocytes (eggs) and semen



Assisted 
Reproduction

California regulates
A.R.T. facilities & 

Tissue Banks



Human Cells & Tissues Products 
HCT/Ps



Reproductive 
HCT/Ps

Embryos

Gametes



Reproductive 
Donors

American Society 
for Reproductive 
Medicine (ASRM)



Sperm 
Donors

H&S Code requires screening for
HIV, Hepatitis, HTLV-I, syphilis



Spouse (or partner) may consent to 
insemination even if sperm donor tests positive 



Fresh Sperm
Donor 
Sexually intimate female
May use fresh semen



Anonymous Sperm
Donor 
FDA requires freezing &
6 months of quarantine 



Oocytes (eggs) 

FDA requires physical exam
Infectious disease testing
Donor questionnaire
Age disclosure if > 34 yrs



Oocytes ($$) 
Class action lawsuit challenged price cap on egg 
donations. Settlement required ASRM to remove 
certain langague “… in excess of $5,000 …”  

Some egg donation centers specifically target 
college students with high SAT scores.



Embryo disposition 

• USA has no time-limit for embryo storage.
• Donations are handled by clinics or agencies.  
• Recipients may only cover expenses. 
• Embryos cannot be sold.  
• CA regulates embryos used for research.



Embryo disposition 
• California requires advance directive for… 

• Death of either partner or both
• Separation or divorce
• Abandoment



Surrogacy 
• California protects non-birth & non-genetic parents 

• Uniform Parentage Act (UPA) 
• Assisted Reproduction Agreement   
• Intended-parents can be unmarried 
• Pre-birth judgment of parentage



• Woman agrees to gestate embryo where …. 
• Surrogate herself is the egg donor  
• Intended father donated sperm, or
• Donor sperm was arranged by intended parent 

or parents

Traditional surrogate 



• Woman agrees to gestate embryo where …. 
• Surrogate is NOT the egg donor  
• Embryo is genetically unrelated to surrogate
• She signs Assisted Reproduction Agreement 

Gestational carrier



Jack Nicholbun just wrapped up 
a scene for the new movie 
Venturatown. 
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Jack Nicholbun (Jeffrey Gillingham)








