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THE MEDIATION LOCATION  
IN VENTURA COUNTY

Half and Full Day Conference Rooms Available

cdrmediation.com
(805) 498-9494

CREATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION

David M. Karen, Esq.
• 35 Year Trial Attorney

• Member, American Board of Trial  
Advocates (ABOTA)

• The Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution  
Loyola Law School, JD

• Chair of the VCBA-ADR Section

Hon. David W. Long
• Ventura County Superior Court, Retired

• Appointed Judge of the Ventura County 
Municipal Court

• Appointed and served for two years as 
Ventura County Superior/Municipal 
Commissioner

MEDIATION OF ALL CIVIL DISPUTES - WE GET IT DONE!

CONTINUING THE EXPANSION AND TRADITION
OF EXCELLENCE IN MEDIATION AND ARBITRATION 

ESTABLISHED IN 1986 BY PAUL D. FRITZ ESQ. (1941-2011)

3145 Old Conejo Road, Thousand Oaks, CA

JUDICATE WEST  —  JOINING FORCES WITH CDR IN VENTURA COUNTY

David M. Karen, Esq. 
Mediator, Arbitrator, Discovery Referee

DKaren@Judicatewest.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
by Marc D. Anderson

Marc D. Anderson is 
a lawyer with Hiepler 
& Hiepler, APC, in 
Oxnard. He represents 
plaintiffs in personal 
injury and wrongful 
death cases.

Al Young, poet, novelist, essayist, 
screenwriter, and professor, died in April 
of this year at the age of 81. I wasn’t too 
familiar with Mr. Young until Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger appointed him the 
state poet laureate in 2005.

The position paid $10,000 and required a 
minimum of six appearances to promote 
poetry to the public. Mr. Young did 
much more than the minimum and in 
an interview said, “My philosophy many 
years ago changed from getting to giving, 
and that shift has brought about just a 
lot of wonderful things. It just feels good 
bringing poetry into people’s lives.”

2006 was a special year for me. My son, 
Bodie, was born that April and I became a 
father. Later that year I read an article on 
resolutions in the Los Angeles Times by 
Mr. Young that shouted to me then and 
has stuck with me all these years later.

My favorite parts from Mr. Young’s article:

“Remind yourself again and again and yet 
again that This Is It. That is to say, this 
melting moment is it, is all you’ve got. 
Write this on a Post-it note and paste it on 
your bathroom mirror. Then, morning or 
night, when you glance or gaze at yourself, 
you’ll know the score.”

“Spread love. Let those close or close by 
know how much they mean to you. How 
else are they going to know?”

“Speak less and listen even more closely 
than you do now…. Fran Liebowitz 

spoke truth when she said that many of 
her writing students have trouble writing 
credible dialogue because they think the 
opposite of talking is waiting.”

Our Annual Dinner was a great success and 
proved how much we want to be together 
again safely. Donna Munyon, Elvia 
Garcia, Frank Bellinghiere and Vanessa 
Frank challenged us to serve and give back 
to our community. Jacquelyn Ruffin, 
VCBA’s new President, closed the evening 
by outlining her community-focused plans 
for 2022.

As we end 2021 and begin 2022, I hope 
Munyon, Garcia, Bellinghiere, Frank and 
Ruffin inspire you to accept the challenge 
to serve our community and support our 
Bar Association.

Remember, This Is It. 

I was honored to serve as President of the 
Ventura County Bar Association in 2021. 
Thank you to my Board, the Bar’s executive 
director, Sandra Rubio, and the Bar’s staff, 
Nadia Avila and Deborah Tovar, for all of 
their work. Thank you all for your support 
and encouraging conversations and emails 
through the year. 
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HAVE YOU HEARD?
On Nov. 15, 
trailblazer Katherine 
E. Stone passed away. 
Stone began her legal 
career in 1974, was 
admitted to practice 
before the United 
States Supreme Court 
in 1978, and largely 

focused her practice on the representation 
of public entities in complex state and 
federal court litigation. Most recently Stone 
was of counsel to Myers, Widders, Gibson, 
Jones & Feingold, LLP, where she worked 
alongside her husband J. Roger Myers. 
Look for a detailed profile of Stone in 2022.

Santa Barbara Superior 
Court Judge Von 
Deroian, Moorpark 
College President Dr. 
Julius Sokenu, and 
San Diego attorney 
Lori Trofemuk are the 
newest members of 
The Santa Barbara & 

Ventura Colleges of Law (COL) Board of 
Trustees. All three were elected unanimously 
this fall to serve as fiduciaries for the region’s 
oldest and largest independent law school.  
COL congratulates its three new trustees 
on their appointment and looks forward 
to their contributions to our mission and 
vision. For more information, contact 
Kryztofr Kaine, kkaine@collegesoflaw.edu.

Ferguson Case Orr 
Paterson LLP proudly 
shares the news that 
on Jan. 1, 2022, two 
litigation associates 
wi l l  move up  
to become partners.  
They are  Max 
Engelhardt, a Suffolk 

University Law School graduate who spent 
the first nine years of his legal career in 
Massachusetts before moving to California 
in 2016, and University of Hawaii graduate 
Law School Jessica Wan, who practiced law 

in Honolulu for three 
years, then brought 
her law practice to 
Ventura County in 
2017. Max focuses on 
business, construction, 
employment class 
action and real estate 
disputes. Jessica 

litigates complex intellectual property, 
commercial, and employment matters 
in federal and state court and before the 
USPTO and advises clients about U.S. and 
global intellectual property strategies.

 
   Make an Informed 
      Client Referral 
      

          Turn to the Lawyer  
        Referral Service! 
 
How often do you get a call from a 
prospective client with a legal need 
that falls outside your area of 
practice? 
 

▪ Our LRS is the only State Bar 
certified (certification #0059) 
and ABA approved Lawyer 
Referral Service in our county; 

 

▪ LRS has been providing quality 
referrals as a public service since 
1978; 

 

▪ LRS panel attorneys are required 
to meet specific experience 
requirements as a prerequisite to 
joining the service; 

 

▪ Every LRS attorney is required to 
carry malpractice insurance; 

(805) 650‐7599 

LIFE CARE PLANNER

Karen Luckett
OTR,  CLCP,  CCM,  CDMS

injuryxpert@gmail.com

Injury & Disability Consultant

805.570.0306

Personal Injury  | Work Comp | Med Mal

TBI    SCI   BURNS

PTSD   ORTHO   CRPS

AMPUTATIONS



DECEMBER  2021 •   CITATIONS  5  



6  CITATIONS  •   DECEMBER  2021

BAR LEADERSHIP

ADR SECTION
David Karen 498-1212
ANIMAL LAW
Emily Robinson  497-7474
ASIAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
Jessica Wan 659-6800
BANKRUPTCY
Michael Sment 654-0311
BARRISTERS
Kevin J. Heimberg  658-7800
BENCH-BAR RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Hon. Matt Guasco 256-4972
BLACK LAWYERS ASSOCIATION
Damon Jenkins 644-7188
BUSINESS LITIGATION SECTION
Erik Feingold 644-7188
CITATIONS
Cari Potts 644-7188
Wendy Lascher 659-6800
CLIENT RELATIONS
Michael Christiano attorneymichaelchristiano@gmail.com

COURT TOUR PROGRAM
Thomas Hinkle   656-4223 
CRIMINAL DEFENSE BAR ASSOCIATION
Doug Ridley   208-1866
DIVERSITY BAR ALLIANCE 
Jill Friedman 644-7188
EAST COUNTY BAR
Doug Bordner 644-7188
EMPLOYMENT LAW
Rabiah A. Rahman 626-8337
FAMILY LAW BAR
Amy Van Sickle 642-7070
IMMIGRATION LAW
Vanessa Frank 641-9300 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
Peter Veregge & Rebecca Makitalo  496-1164
J.H.B. INN OF COURT
Panda Kroll 551-0773
JUDICIAL EVALUATION COMMITTEE
Linda Ash lindaash99@gmail.com
LAW LIBRARY COMMITTEE
Eileen Walker  444-6308
SOGI ALLIANCE
Mickye Coyle 662-1716
NATURAL RESOURCES SECTION
Kate Neiswender 649-5575
PROBATE & ESTATE PLANNING SECTION
Amber Rodriguez  643-4200
VCLA, INC.
Cesar A. Libanati support@vclegalaid.org
Managing Attorney
VC TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION 
Richard Bredlau  650-3100
VC WOMEN LAWYERS
Rennee Dehesa  525-7104

VCBA STAFF 650-7599
Sandra Rubio - Executive Director  
Nadia Avila - Associate Executive Director 
Deborah Tovar - Member Relations Assistant
Brenda Bodie - CTP Coordinator

Business / Contract
Employment
Real Property

Personal Injury
Oil & Gas
Other  

Gisele Goetz, Esq., Mediator
Hollister & Brace, a professional corporation

(805) 963-6711

GMGoetz@hbsb.com

Serving Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties
Member: State Bar of California, VCBA, SBCBA

Where common sense 
and the law intersect.

Mediation

Serving Los Angeles, Orange, Ventura, Santa Barbara, 
San Luis Obispo, and Kern Counties

CARRINGTON LINDENAUER
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROFESSIONALS

Mr. Carrington and Ms. Lindenauer have 
conducted over 4,000 mediations, 300 
arbitrations and have been discovery referees 
in multiple complex matters. Mr. Carrington 
(ABOTA Member) has been a full-time 
mediator since 1999 and Ms. Lindenauer has 
been mediating since 2011. Their professional 
association as of 2017 reflects their jointly held 
commitment to the values of tenacity, creativity, 
and the highest ethical standards applied to the 
resolution of every dispute.

* NOW:  MEDIATIONS AND ARBITRATIONS 
BY VIDEO CONFERENCING *

VIRTUAL PRIVATE CAUCUSES AND  
COMPLETE CONFIDENTIALITY

CARRINGTONLINDENAUER.COM
R.A. CARRINGTON
805-565-1487
ratc@cox.net

VICTORIA LINDENAUER 
805-730-1959

lindenauer_mediation@cox.net
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When Hon. Catherine Voelker ascended 
to the bench in 2021, it was a new direction 
for her commitment to public service in 
Ventura County, a place where she quite 
literally has deep roots. Coming from 
a family background in ranching and 
farming, Judge Voelker grew up around the 
area’s agricultural community. In seventh 
grade, however, she became interested in 
law when Judge Vincent O’Neill – then 
Chief Deputy District Attorney – gave her 
class a tour of the courthouse. As the first 
person in her family to pursue a career in 
law, Judge Voelker credits her supportive 
parents with teaching her that one is 
“capable of anything, with a strong enough 
work ethic.”  

Voelker views her work as a jurist as “serving 
in a different way.” As someone who has 
“always been a public servant,” she believes 
it is important to never stop learning, to 
grow and develop in the law, and to give 
back. This translates into her courtroom 
practice. Interested in new issues of law, 
she appreciates counsel identifying novel 
legal issues clearly and briefing in advance 
when appropriate. She also looks forward to 
meeting attorneys newer in their practices. 
Voelker focuses on showing parties and 
attorneys patience, kindness, respect, and 
courtesy. She values when counsel do 
the same. “An attorney can be a zealous 
advocate while still operating within the 
confines of treating others with respect.” 
As part of this, she expects attorneys before 
her to exercise professional courtesy with 
opposing counsel and everyone else in 
the courtroom, including court staff, the 
judicial assistant, bailiff and audience. 

Someone who identifies the courtroom 
as “my favorite place to be,” Voelker has 

JUDGE CATHERINE VOELKER 
by Edward A. Andrews

enjoyed her assignments since being elected 
and sworn in to the bench. Following her 
elevation, she began her service as a judge 
at the Juvenile Justice Center as well as the 
East County Courthouse, handling both 
a traffic and small claims calendar, along 
with guardianship disputes, petitions and 
trials. In keeping with her view that every 
case is a chance to learn, Voelker found the 
positive, even in guardianship disputes: 
“What I found was, people love these kids 
and, while perspectives differ, people want 
what is in the best interests of the child.” 
Voelker recently transitioned to the Court’s 
Criminal Division and now presides over 
misdemeanor criminal arraignments in 
Department 11. She views each of her 
assignments as an opportunity to grow and 
learn in the realm of law as a judge. She 
enjoys using her deep knowledge of the 
criminal law, not now as an advocate, but 
as a jurist charged with upholding the law 
and preserving the integrity of the record 
and the process of law.

Consistent with her interest in all 
participants in a courtroom, Voelker has 
been mindful in her assignments that she 
is often working with members of the 
community who have never experienced 
court proceedings and have little knowledge 
of the law. Often the first representative of 
the justice system with whom community 
members are interacting, she works to take 
the stress out of the process and explain the 
procedures and law where appropriate, so 
that those before her understand what is 
happening. She finds this not only helps 
to put people at ease but also that when 
things deescalate and people relax, they are 
able to make more informed, assured and 
confident decisions. For those involved 
in a case, whether a simple traffic citation 
or something more complex, Voelker 
wants to be sure parties know their rights, 
understand the outcome, and leave with 
the recognition that they have been treated 
with courtesy and respect.  

Much of Voelker’s tenure has occurred 
during the Coronavirus era, which has 
presented its own challenges. In addition 
to some of the issues in proceedings 
during Covid – assessing credibility with 
participants who are wearing masks, for 
example – Judge Voelker notes that one of 
the central issues is moving cases toward 

just results. Voelker understands that this is 
a very challenging time for many, and legal 
and logistical difficulties accompanying the 
pandemic sometimes justify a continuance. 
However, “the wheels of justice do not 
stop,” and the court must persevere in its 
duties to the public. Accordingly, Voelker 
appreciates when counsel work together to 
address novel issues, including those related 
to the pandemic, so that a case can move 
toward speedy adjudication.

Voelker looks forward to further 
opportunities to learn and grow as a judge. 
Drawing on experience that includes 
homicide, sexual assault and felony trials, 
she has enjoyed the return to criminal 
law. Even in limited hearings, such as 
arraignments, she appreciates counsel who 
have a grasp on the facts of the case. This 
goes back to her experience as a trial lawyer. 
“I have always enjoyed trials. I am always 
interested in the facts and interested in the 
law. I love hearing the story from start to 
finish.” Former colleagues and opponents 
both praise her demeanor and legal acuity 
on the bench. As one former colleague 
noted, “Whatever she handles, she is going 
to be great. Because she is an incredibly 
hard worker and smart.”

Alongside a lifelong commitment to 
local community service, Voelker has also 
embraced challenges as varied as achieving 
membership as a magician at the Magic 
Castle and becoming certified as a rescue 
diver. Overcoming a childhood fear of 
water, she learned to scuba dive and now 
enthuses about the colorful variety of local 
nudibranchs. As she puts it, “You are only 
guaranteed to fail if you don’t try.” Voelker’s 
focus on public service and continuous 
learning translates into her community 
activities and personal life as well, perhaps 
inspiring other future lawyers as she was 
inspired in the seventh grade. Among other 
outreach, Voelker will be speaking at the 
Bridging the Gap event hosted by VCBA 
Barristers on Saturday, Jan. 8, 2022.

Edward (“Ted”) A. 
Andrews is a Ventura 
County deputy district 
attorney.
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BUILT WITH YOU IN MIND, INTRODUCING OUR
    LAWYERS’ INSURANCE DEFENSE PROGRAM

Lawyers’ Mutual is excited to share our values, services and member benefi ts with 
an ever expanding pool of California attorneys.

Built with you in mind, Lawyers’ Mutual has redesigned our Lawyers’ Insurance 
Defense Program for fi rms of six attorneys or more who practice 90% insurance
 defense work or greater.

Key program features:

• Limits from $1,000,000 per claim / $3,000,000 in the aggregate 
   to $10,000,000 per claim / $12,000,000 in the aggregate.
• $50,000 Claims Expense Allowance outside limits included.  
• Expert in-house California claims examiners.
• Multi-attorney discount factor.

Our Lawyers’ Insurance Defense Program delivers on our commitment to enhance, 

revolutionize and challenge the status quo of how the traditional insurance industry 

operates.

Built with you in mind, Lawyers’ Mutual has redesigned our Lawyers’ Insurance 
Defense Program for fi rms of six attorneys or more who practice 90% insurance

• Limits from $1,000,000 per claim / $3,000,000 in the aggregate 
   to $10,000,000 per claim / $12,000,000 in the aggregate.
• $50,000 Claims Expense Allowance outside limits included.  

Expert in-house California claims examiners.

Our Lawyers’ Insurance Defense Program delivers on our commitment to enhance, 

revolutionize and challenge the status quo of how the traditional insurance industry 

Our strength is your insurance

www.lawyersmutual.com
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Ms. Ruffin joined our firm as an associate attorney in April 2012 and became a Partner 
in 2018.  She has 5 years, 2017-2021 Rising Stars Selection by Super Lawyers®.   
Ms. Ruffin concentrates her practice in the area of education law, real estate matters 
and business transactions.  Ms. Ruffin advises private clients, including nonprofit and 
for-profit businesses, in numerous transactional matters. 
Representative matters include forming, merging and dissolving corporations, part-
nerships and LLCs; guiding nonprofit clients through the tax-exempt application 
process; drafting bylaws, operating agreements, shareholder agreements and other 
governing documents. 
 

We are very proud to have her a part of our team! 

CONGRATULATIONS  
TO OUR VERY OWN 

JACQUELYN D. RUFFIN  
FOR BEING ELECTED  

PRESIDENT  
OF THE  

VENTURA COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
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Ferguson Case Orr Paterson llp
Experience   Talent   Integrity   Commitment 

• Appeals, Writs and Litigation Strategy
• Business Transactions
• Business Litigation
• Construction Litigation
• Criminal Law
• Employment Litigation and

Counseling
• Environmental and Natural Resources
• Trusts and Estates
• Intellectual Property
• Real Estate and Land Use
• Personal Injury
• Taxation
• Trust and Estate Litigation
• Public Agency

FCOP is Proud to Announce Our 
New Partners

Jessica Wan

Max Engelhardt

1050 South Kimball Road, Ventura, CA 93004 

4550 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 250, Westlake Village, CA 91362    
805.659.6800    fcoplaw.com
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A brief visit to legal websites like Avvo.com 
will demonstrate there is some confusion 
among practitioners about just when a 
statute of limitations will expire. Two 
schools of thought have been: (1) counting 
the days, and (2) the anniversary method. 
Now, thanks to the California Supreme 
Court and its decision in Shalabi v. City 
of Fontana (July 12, 2021 S256665) ___ 
Cal.5th ___ (“Shalabi”), there should 
be more certainty about how a statute 
of limitations is calculated and when it 
expires. So, just how does one calculate a 
statute of limitations?  

According to California Supreme Court, 
a statute of limitations sets the maximum 
time in which to initiate legal proceedings. 
Under Code of Civil Procedure (“CCP”) 
section 12, the general rule for computing 
the time in which any act required by law 
is to be done (including the filing of an 
action) requires excluding the first day and 
including the last, except where the last 
day is also a holiday and then that day is 
also excluded. The court stated both that 
this uniform rule promotes clarity and 
stability, and that there must be a clearly 
expressed intention to take something out 
of this general rule and to provide for a 
different method of computing time for 
the general rule to not apply. Specifically, 
the court cited In re Anthony B. (2002) 104 
Cal.App.4th 677, 682 for the proposition 
that “‘[a]bsent a compelling reason for 

a departure, [section 12] governs the 
calculation of all statutorily prescribed time 
periods.’”    

While the Shalabi case specifically involved 
calculation of the two-year statute for 
personal injury and wrongful death in a 
1983 action brought by a plaintiff, who had 
been a minor when his father was killed but 
had since turned eighteen, it is clear that 
its holding applies generally. In fact, the 
court stated, “[S]uch a construction [i.e, 
its holding that the general rule applies] 
ensure[s] that a plaintiff minor receives the 
same first day exclusion benefit as a plaintiff 
adult whose action has accrued … [and] 
it also avoids creating an exception to the 
generally applicable rule.”

In Shalabi, the plaintiff turned eighteen on 
Dec. 3, 2011, and filed his lawsuit on Dec. 
3, 2013. One following the anniversary 
method might ask, “So what is the time 
problem?” Well, in a case of hair-splitting 
that spanned nearly a decade and went 
all the way to the highest state court, the 
defense argued:

1. When a cause of action accrues on a 
partially spent day that day is excluded 
under CCP section 12, but

2. when a cause of action accrues on the 
first minute of a day, that day should be 
included, and

3. an individual always turns 18 on the first 
minute of his or her birthday,

4. ergo, one should count from Dec. 3, 
2011 (and not from Dec. 4).

The California Supreme Court rejected 
this argument and attempted to create an 
exception, holding that the plain language 
of CCP section 12 does not limit the first 
day exclusion rule to partially spent days. 
If it had intended to do that, it could have 
easily said so, but it did not.

The defense did point out that a year 
is statutorily defined as 365 days under 
Government Code section 6803 and the 
court seems to have agreed that is the case. 
Not specifically addressed in the opinion, 
however, is the fact that 2012 was a leap 
year, so it would appear that the defense 
was trying to use that to its advantage, 
because a leap year has 366 days in it. (Also 
not addressed was what the plaintiff in 
Shalabi was going to do with his “full day,” 
as a practical matter, since his birthday fell 
on a Saturday in 2011.)

So, what are the takeaways from Shalabi? 
One is that, in calculating the length of 
a statute of limitations, one counts from 
the day after the accrual date (whether the 
action accrues at the beginning of the day, 
in the middle of the day, or at the end of it). 
There is no distinction between whole days 
and partial days. Another is that one counts 
365 days for each “year” from there. There 
may be some additional time if the last day 
falls on a holiday. Finally, be careful of leap 
years; don’t assume the anniversary method 
will be correct. 

Mark E. Hancock is 
an attorney, with offices 
in Ventura, who handles 
claims under disability 
and other insurance 
policies and personal 
injury, insurance and 
real estate litigation.

WHEN DOES MY STATUTE EXPIRE? LET ME COUNT THE DAYS 
by Mark E. Hancock
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In June of 2000, I started in the Ventura 
County Public Defender’s Office.  The first 
person to welcome me to the office was 
Jay Leiderman.  He had started just a few 
months earlier, and we instantly became 
great friends who bonded over the struggles 
of being public defenders, and our love for 
live music.  

Leiderman was born Jason Scott Leiderman 
on April 12, 1971, in a Long Island 
hospital.  He was the eldest of three boys 
born to Jacqui and Stu Leiderman. I always 
got a kick out of Leiderman’s calling his 
parents Jacqui and Stu rather than Mom 
and Dad.  He lived in Bayside, New York 
until he was five.  In 1976, his family moved 
to Nanuet, New York where he spent the 
rest of his childhood years.  He attended 
Bardonia Elementary School, Felix Fiesta 
Middle School and graduated in 1989 
from Clarkstown South High School.  As 
a child, Leiderman loved to play soccer.  
In high school he painted his bedroom 
to resemble Picasso’s Guernica. He was 
on the debate team and in a band named  
Captain Cloud.

In 1993, Leiderman graduated from the 
University of Michigan with a Bachelor of 
Art degree in both History and Film/Video 
Studies.  After college, Leiderman worked 
for Hollywood producer and agent Bobby 
DeBrino, and toured with the Grateful 
Dead, making a living selling t-shirts in the 
parking lot.  Anyone who knew Leiderman 
knew his love for music, especially the 
Grateful Dead.  In 1999, he graduated 
from the University of San Francisco 
School of Law, where he was the class 
president.  Leiderman became a member of 

the California State Bar in Dec. 1999.  He 
worked at the Federal Defender’s Office in 
San Diego for a short time before coming 
to Ventura.  

While in the Ventura County Public 
Defender’s Office Leiderman was a zealous 
advocate for his clients.  He started as a 
misdemeanor attorney, but quickly moved 
up to felonies.  I would joke that Leiderman 
had more than 24 hours in his day because 
he found the time to file motions on just 
about every case and to fight each case as 
if his own freedom and liberty depended 
on it.  On top of his very large case load, 
Leiderman would take on projects like 
challenging the constitutionality of Ventura’s 
open container law and the illegal camping 
ordinance.  It didn’t matter to Leiderman if 
he was representing someone charged with 
a low-level misdemeanor or a homicide, he 
represented everyone to the absolute best of 
his ability.  It was no surprise that Leiderman 
became the president of the Ventura 
County Criminal Defense Bar Association 
in 2004 and then again in 2007, or that he 
received the Joyce Yoshioka award for his 
outstanding contribution to the criminal 
justice system in 2009.

In 2006, Leiderman was certified as a 
criminal law specialist by the California 
Board of Legal Specializations. On July 18, 
2006, he left the Public Defender’s Office to 
open his own practice.  Leiderman became 
somewhat of an expert in Proposition 215.  
He defended many defendants charged 
with marijuana-related charges and advised 
medical marijuana collectives, teaching 
them the law and drafting their contracts 
and articles of association.  Leiderman co-
authored a book on the legal defense of 
California medical marijuana crimes, which 
was published by the National Organization 
for the Reform of Marijuana Laws.  

Eventually, Leiderman became known 
as the country’s leading defender of 
computer hackers.  The Atlantic called 
Leiderman the “Hacktivist’s Advocate” 
for his work defending hackers/activists 
accused of computer crimes, especially 
people associated with Anonymous.  
Buzzfeed called him “The Maserati-Driving 
Deadhead Lawyer Who Stands Between 
Hackers and Prison.”  Leiderman was also 
featured in a video about his life and work 
on CNN’s Great Big Story.  

In 2011, Leiderman married and had a 
son with criminal defense attorney Justine 
Avtjoglou. As much as Leiderman loved 
practicing law, his real true love was his ten-
year-old son.  Leiderman was a dedicated 
father who enjoyed every second with his 
son.  Leiderman enjoyed sharing his love 
for baseball with him. Leiderman’s biggest 
joy was coaching his son’s baseball team.  

On Sept. 7, Jay Leiderman died in his 
apartment of a heart attack at age 50.  The 
legal community lost an amazing attorney 
and an advocate with a heart of gold.  He 
is survived by Avtjoglou, his son, parents, 
two brothers, four nephews and a niece.  
He was laid to rest on Sept. 12 in Paramus, 
New Jersey. A Celebration of Life was held 
for him on Oct. 1, at the Victoria Pub in 
Ventura. Leiderman’s involvement with 
the legal community was evident from 
the number of friends and colleagues who 
came to celebrate his life, many speaking 
about Leiderman’s impact on their lives, 
the theme being that Leiderman was loved 
by all, was everyone’s best friend and would 
have done anything for anyone.    

The legal community will remember 
Leiderman for being a hardworking 
dedicated advocate. His friends will 
remember him as the fun, music-loving 
and baseball-loving big-hearted person 
that he was. His son will remember him 
as a loving and dedicated father.  His 
parents will remember him for his wit, 
intelligence and dynamic presence.  I will 
remember him as “the guy with the big 
brown hair,” as my oldest daughter used 
to affectionately call him, the guy who 
watched at least one World Series game 
with my father every year, even when my 
father was dying of Alzheimer’s and no 
longer remembered his name.  

That was Leiderman….May he rest in peace 
and enjoy the music… wherever he is.

Kristi Peariso is 
a criminal defense 
lawyer who practices 
in Camarillo. Kristi.
peari so@gmail .com; 
805-620-0322.

Jay Leiderman: 1971-2021 
by Kristi Peariso
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Pictured: Lou Kreuzer and Sam Herbert

Joe Herbert, a Camarillo-based employment 
plaintiffs’ lawyer, passed on Oct.  11 from 
Covid complications. Herbert was a 
frequent presenter of VCBA continuing 
education programs and was well known 
by the legal community for his charm and 
wit. A touching obituary was published in 
the Ventura County Star https://www.vcstar.
com/obituaries/vcs022956 is worth a read.  
 
Herbert was a Navy veteran. A graveside 
service with military funeral honors was held 
at Valley Oaks-Griffin Memorial Park on 
Nov. 3. In addition to Lou Kreuzer, his law 
partner of seventeen years and the master 
of ceremonies, the service was attended by 
VCBA members Polina Bernstein, Melissa 
Cohen, Panda Kroll, Tom Milhaupt, Greg 
Ramirez, Tim Sottile, and Laura Withrow.

Joe Herbert: 1963-2021 
by Panda Kroll
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Jacquelyn D. Ruffin Brian C. Israel 

President President-Elect 

  

Joshua S. Hopstone Marc D. Anderson 
Secretary-Treasurer Past-President 

RETURNING BOARD MEMBERS  
(1 YEAR REMAINING) 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS 
(2 YEAR TERM) 

Margaret J. Coyle 

Vanessa M. Frank 

Stephanie A. Johnson 

Monica O’Hearn 

Sara Peters 

Kristine A. Tijam 

Rachel Coleman 

Valarie C. Grossman 

Carla L. Hartley 

Damon L. Jenkins 

Louis H. Kreuzer 

Guillermo “Bert” Partida 

Kala Sarvaiya 

H. Frederick Seigenfeld - Barristers  

FLBA Member - TBD 

Those who wish to place other names in nomination for the 2023 Board of Directors may petition  
for candidacy as set forth in the VCBA Bylaws of which is available online at www.vcba.org. 

2022 PROPOSED VCBA 
SLATE OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
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CLASSIFIEDS

SENIOR ATTORNEY OR STAFF 
ATTORNEY - The Environmental Defense 
Center (“EDC”), is seeking applicants for a 
full-time Attorney position. EDC represents 
community groups and environmental 
organizations in Santa Barbara, Ventura, 
and San Luis Obispo Counties in state 
and federal courts and before local, state, 
and federal agencies. Please submit a cover 
letter, résumé, references, and legal writing 
sample(s) to Linda Krop, Chief Counsel,  
at LKrop@EnvironmentalDefenseCenter.org. 
For more info, visit https://www.
environmentaldefensecenter.org/join-our-team/. 

LITIGATION ASSOCIATE.  Woo | 
Houska LLP seeks full-time litigation 
associate with at least three years of experience 
with strong legal research, analytical and 
writing skills. Strong background in 
litigation is required. Previous public entity 
defense work is a plus. Competitive salary 
and benefits commensurate with experience.  
Send cover letter and résumé to Maureen 
Houska at mhouska@woohouska.com
 

PARALEGAL – Myers, Widders, Gibson, 
Jones & Feingold, LLP is seeking a  
full-time paralegal with trust and estates 
experience.   The ideal candidate is a  
self- starter and able to manage their 
workload with minimal supervision.   
Candidate must be able to manage a 
high volume of clients and should be 
proficient in drafting basic estate planning 
documents. In addition to experience with 
drafting of estate planning documents, 
knowledge of trust administration, 
probate and conservatorship proceedings 
preferred.   Candidate must be able to 
work well independently and with a team, 
and champion the firm’s mission, ethics 
and values. Job requires some in-office 
meetings; however, opportunities to work 
from home on a flexible schedule are also 
provided.  We offer competitive salary and 
benefits packages. Send cover letter and 
résumé in confidence to: scollins@mwgjlaw.
com. No phone calls please.

LEGAL SECRETARY/ASSISTANT - Well 
established (30 yr) busy law firm in Westlake 
Village seeks well qualified legal secretary/
assistant for litigation and transactional. 
Exciting career opportunity. Experience 
with Windows, Microsoft Outlook, 
WordPerfect, Word, Excel, Essential Forms 
or similar, Timeslips. Email résumé in 
confidence to sam@silverandarsht.com.

LEGAL SECRETARY. - Employment 
defense firm in Camarillo seeks in-person 
full-time legal secretary with strong 
civil litigation experience. Salary will be 
commensurate with experience and a solid 
benefits package is available. We are a 
casual office and foster a friendly working 
environment. Please send résumés and 
salary requirements to Jody Toerner at  
jtoerner@lightgablerlaw.com. 

OFFICE SPACE - Three lovingly 
restored Victorian houses, designated 
as Buenaventura Historical Landmarks, 
across the street from the California Court 
of Appeal in Old Town Ventura. Walk 
to Surfers Point, or fine restaurants on 
Main Street. Convenient access to the 101 
freeway. Off street parking, in our lot behind 
the Victorians. Lease one office or an entire 
Victorian house. Rents start at $550/month. 
Common reception area. Landlord pays for 
utilities, janitorial service and gardening. No 
CAM charges. Contact Don Parrish, Esq. at 
805-340-1204.

Team Dembowski
Ellyn Dembowski / Kellye Patterson
Top Producer 2007-2018
805.320.1206, 805.415.4419
team@teamdembowski.com
DRE 01441424 / 01914558

© 2019 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices California Properties is a member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates LLC.
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