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by P Mark Kirwin

Summer is finally here as the spring bloom
starts to fade away. Despite the recent
fires and lack of significant rain, or maybe
because of both, we experienced a robust,
flower bloom this spring in our local hills.
Running in Arroyo Verde Park, up Sulphur
Mountain or along Harmon Canyon (via
The Ventura Land Trust guided tours), my
wife and I experienced blankets of color
from flowering California Poppies, Bush
Sunflowers, Indian Paintbrush and Lupine.
Spring was a wonderful time to explore our
beautiful open spaces. I wanted to know
more about this bloom, so I asked my
friend, botanist/biologist Ken to explain.

Native Plant Recovery
after the Thomas Fire

by Ken Niessen,
Mountains Restoration Trust

From Ventura to Carpinteria or along
Highway 33, at first glance it looked like
there was complete devastation from the
Thomas Fire of the plants that covered the
open space hillsides. There are some places
where the fire burned off all surface organic
material. However, there is a big mosaic
of different effects over the entire 300,000
acres of burn area, which is typical of wild
fires. In some places the fire burned some
or most of the above ground parts of plants;
in other places the fire skipped patches of
vegetation, leaving it pretty much intact.
The result is variety of different conditions
that provide recovery opportunities for
native plants.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Our area has a long history with fire. Before
people, the major ignition source was
lightning strikes, then Native Americans
used fire to favor the growth of food plants.
Because of this long history, our plants
are adapted to fire. For many of our local
plants, the fire was not about devastation
but a part of their lives, and an opportunity
for renewal.

Fire-adapted plants have two main ways
of rebounding from a fire: re-sprouting
of unburned parts and germinating from
seeds. It depends on the particular plant
species which method a plant uses to
rebound after a fire.

Trees are sometimes scorched, but not
totally consumed, by fire burning through
lower vegetation. While leaves and smaller
branches may be killed, the majority of the
tree is well insulated and unharmed, and
within weeks leaves re-sprout. This can be
seen in the coastal live oaks and sycamores
that are abundant in valley bottoms and
moister hillsides.

Often a fire s hot enough that trees and
shrubs burn to the ground. Many of our
shrubs have specialized subterranean
woody structures, called burls, that don’t
burn regardless how hot a fire gets. These
burls also quickly produce new branches
above ground. You can see this regrowth in
scrub oaks, laurel sumac, toyon, Eastwood
manzanita and green bark ceanothus. Some
grasses, like giant wild rye, and vines, like
wild cucumber, have the same strategy —
their bright green clumps are very visible
above Ventura.
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Of course, many plants are killed outright
by fire, and are replaced by individuals
germinating from seeds already in the soil.
In the case of fire-following plants, seed
dormancy is actually broken by the heat of
the fire or exposure to smoke or ash. Those
seeds need fire. Some examples are poodle-
dog bush, fire poppy, whispering bells,
golden eardrops, big berry manzanita and
big pod ceanothus.

There are many plant species that dont
need fire to germinate but do well when
a fire clears vegetation and space, making
light, and nutrients are made available.
Their seeds can last many years in the soil,
waiting for the vegetation to open. These
include the lupines and poppies that have
been so abundant on local hillsides during
the past months. New individuals of these
will grow every year undil larger shrubs
overtop them, and germination conditions
are no longer optimum. Then they too will
wait for the next fire.

The local natural fire return interval is
about 40 to 50 years, and fires are patchy
in location and time, and that really
helps promote the high plant species and
vegetation diversity our area is known
for. It may look bad now, but eventually
the vegetation of even the most denuded
burned landscape will recover so completely
that a person would never know that a fire
had raged through these open spaces.

Thank you, Ken!

Mark Kirwin, 2018 Ventura County Bar
President, is a civil litigator at Kirwin &
Francis, LLR and is Director of the Kirwin
International Relief Foundation.
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Thanks for the memorial article about Joe
Henderson. Joe and I grew up together
in Palm Springs. His mom was one of the
favorite teachers at Palm Springs High
School and I spent a lot of time with Joe
and his siblings. It was great fun to grow up
in the desert. I bought my first car from his
Dad (a 39 Ford coupe for $90...my Mom
wasn't too happy about that purchase).

Joe was two years behind me (I was class of
‘57 and he was student body president in class
of 59). I never litigated with him, but I do
know that he was a very competent lawyer.

When he got his law degree, he contacted
me here in Ventura to see if he could find
a place to hang his shingle. I sent him over
to Ed Lascher’s office in the beautiful old
Victorian house on Poli (CITATIONS
editor Wendy Lascher was married to Ed
before his death in 1991). I knew that Ed
had extra rooms and would possibly rent
one to Joe. He did. Upstairs.

I recall a few weeks later I called to see if
Joe wanted to get lunch. I asked him how
it was going. “Well,” he said, “I've spent
the morning outlining the silhouette of
the Channel Islands on a piece of paper.”
Apparently it took a little time to get going,
but he eventually did.

He was such a good husband for his wife,
Mary Alice. His death was very unexpected
because he never let on that there was an
issue. I was at his ranch home for the Super
Bowl party he hosted a few months ago.
You would never know he was afflicted by
cancer.

He was a life-long friend and a real
gentleman. RIP, Joe.

Lindsay Nielson

Letters to the Editor
Continued on Page 9
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As an accomplished concert pianist, Youth
Music Program Director, Moot Court
coach, Academic Decathlon Coach and
devoted mother, it is a marvel that Miriam
Arichea has time for a challenging law

practice.

Arichea didn’t always want to be a lawyer.
As a public policy and journalism major
at Duke University, she intended to be a
journalist. However, two summer jobs as
a reporter convinced her that news writing
was too formulaic. She decided to attend
law school for the promise of more complex
writing goals and more challenging career
options.

Arichea attended Duke University Law
School. Even in law school, Arichea still
found time to pursue her love of music.
Arichea had long been a pianist, and she
continued her piano studies while in law
school. Airchea also sang soprano with the
Duke Chorale. While singing at Duke,
Arichea met her husband Jeff Brackett, who
sang tenor.

After graduation from law school, Arichea
first practiced in Washington, D.C in
Miller & Chevalier’s litigation department.
Arichea worked on federal regulatory
litigation, including tax, government
contracts and international trade. When
Jeff graduated from medical school, the
family relocated to St. Louis where Jeff had
a fellowship. In St. Louis, Arichea associated
with Bryan Cave.

Arichea and her family moved to Ventura
when Jeff joined a cardiology practice in
Ventura. Arichea accepted employment
with the District Attorney’s office doing

A HARMONIOUS BALANCE

BETWEEN LAW AND SERVICE

by William E. Winfield

writs and appeals. Arichea is currently a
panel attorney doing criminal appeals in
the California Appellate Project.

Ariched’s favorite part of panel work is
doing research. Her most interesting recent
project was an appeal she won overturning
an order that restitution be paid even
though stolen property had been recovered.
(People v. Ghazaryan (Feb. 21, 2012) No.
B230377, 2012 Cal. App. Unpub. LEXIS
1250, at *6.) Arichea’s win enabled her
client the opportunity to restart his life
without a crushing debt burden.

Shortly after arriving in Ventura, Arichea
found a piano teacher, the late renowned
pianist Sofia Cosma, with whom Arichea
studied until 2010. Arichea met people at
the Ventura College Music Department,
and, in 1998, she was invited to perform
the Rachmaninoff Concerto No. 3 with the
Ventura College Orchestra. Arichea’s piano
teacher, Cosma, attempted to discourage
her from attempting to perform this
notoriously difficult piece with the short
period of time she had to prepare. The piece
is the subject of the 1996 movie, “Shine,” in
which Geoffrey Rush’s fictionalized David
Helfgott goes mad trying to learn the
concerto. Defying the advice of her mentor,
Arichea performed the piece to critical
acclaim and continued to perform with the
Orchestra for the next ten years. Arichea
still studies piano, currently with Natasha
Kislenko. Arichea also shares her talents as
music director and pianist for Temple Beth
Torah in Ventura.

Arichea has three children, ages 25, 24 and
17. Arichea’s greatest happiness in life comes
from working with children. For seven

years she has coached the Ventura High
Mock Trial team. She has also coached the
Academic Decathlon team at Ventura High
for two years.

In 2011, while accompanying her son
in the Ventura USD Festival of Talent,
Arichea met Brian McDonald of the
Rubicon Theatre who invited her to be the
Music Director of the Youth Program at the
Rubicon. Among other accomplishments
in this position, Arichea established the
youth a capella group called the Rubicon
Harmonix. The Harmonix is a group of
high-school aged singers who have sung
throughout Ventura and Santa Barbara
Counties to a variety of audiences. Arichea
also directed a 60-person youth choir.
Ventura’s mayor awarded Arichea the 2014
Mayor’s Arts Award for Arts Educator.

Conquering Rachmaninoff’s 3rd, coaching
Ventura’s teens, and keeping her soprano
vocal chords capable, while winning in her
successful legal practice, Arichea has earned
her respected reputation in the VC legal

community.

William E. Winfield
bankruptcy
and business litigation
with  Schneiders &
Associates, L.L.P and
sings bass as president
of the Pacific Sound
Mens  Chorus.  Bill
is board certified in
Business Bankruptcy by the American Board
of Certification.

practices
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R.A. Carrington, Esq. and Victoria Lindenauer, Esq.

conducted

Mr. Carringlon and Ms. Lindenauer have

mediations, 300

over 3,000

arbitrations and have been discovery referees
in mulliple complex matters. Mr. Carrington
(ABOTA Member) has been a full-time
mediator since 1999 and Ms. Lindenauer has
been mediating since 2011. Their professional
association as of 2017 reflects their jointly
held commitment to the values of tenacity,
creativity, and the highest ethical standards
app] ied to the resolution of every (]isputc.

Senrfng Los Ange)’es, (')m;-rgrz, Ventura, Santa Barfmra,

San Luis (')!Jf}:pa, and Kern Counties

Contact R.A.:
(805) 565-1487

rate@ cox.net
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(805) 730-1959
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Continued from page 7
Thank you for the article about

Joe Henderson.

While he certainly was well known in the
legal community, Joe had an interesting
impact on all the members of the Pierpont
Racquet Club. He would leave a barrel of
oranges by the front door for all. They were
the sweetest oranges, and many outside the
legal profession would benefit from this
and his other generous acts.

Joe was a regular in the morning, delighting
the early birds with his antics, such as
walking his dear golden retriever MisMo
from the club along the promenade,
greeting strangers and friends alike. The
last time I joined Joe on one of these
early morning adventures (to call it dog
walking would be like calling the Bay-to-
Breakers merely another foot race), we took
a shortcut through the old Crab Shack lot
on San Jon Road, where Joe let MisMo
run wild. Secluded because it was fenced
off, I felt like we were in some back lot at
Disneyland cloistered from the characters
and tourists. And then at some point at the
terminus of the lot — at a spot mysterious
because there was no physical marking —
MisMo stops, faces Joe, wags tail, and Joe
clips on the leash and gives her the treat
ever so slowly withdrawn from his right
front pocket. There a new dog emerges
from the doggie dream world mind: on
the leash and calm, walking alongside her
master onto the pedestrian bridge, joining
the mainstream with the Ventura characters
and tourists. Greetings issue and MisMo
glows once again.

Every morning.

Lou Vigorita

LAWEO FFICES OF

ERISA Disability and Life Insurance

Representing claimants in the denial of group
disability and life insurance claims.

Tracy Collins
Attorney At Law
5739 Kanan Road,
Suite 415
Agoura Hills, CA 91301
tracy@tracycollins.com
(818) 889-2441

Referral fees paid in accordance with
FProfessional Rule of Conduct 2-200.
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COMINGS
AND GOINGS Your Real Estate Advisor

wen sannn 5| | LAM DEMBOWSKI

pleased to announce
BLS Mediation, focused
on solutions to complex

real estate  disputes. Bankruptcy Sales ¢ Court-Ordered Sales ¢ Divorce Sales
Mr. Sch has b :
o Cman A peen Investment Properties * Probate Sales « Trust Sales

practicing exclusively in
real estate for over
58 years. He can be reached at — -
(805) 407-4206 or at bartschuman@gmail.com Ellyn Dembowski is a graduate of the Pepperdine
Mediation Program with more than 27 years of

experience in mediation.

The family law firm of Hartley, Maxwell
& Castellano is pleased to announce that ;
Patricia H. Lamas has joined our | VALUATIONS PROVIDED WITHIN 48 HOURS
full time. Ms. Lamas brings over 25 years
experience in family law as well as a wealth
of insight and knowledge about the many
issues that can arise in a family law matter.

ELLYN DEMBOWSKI x *
With Ms. Lamas on board, the firm boasts Luxury Property Specialist \ “Iﬂh
over 100 years’ combined legal experience 805.320.1206 P 'I:?.{ A BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
in the practice of family law. team@teamdembowski.com _/_'::'.f'/ff e HomeServices

CalBRE: 01441424 ’ California Properties

©2017 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices California Properties is a member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates LLC.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA’S NEMECEK-COLE

PREEMINENT PROFESSIONAL Attorneys At Law
LIABILITY AND BUSINESS
LITIGATION FIRM

16255 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 300
Encino, CA 91436

TEL: 818.788.9500 / 877.314.1177 IBEEER" QTR MECEAEE D

WWW.NEMECEK-COLE.COM

* Certified Specialist in Legal Malpractice Law from The State Bar of California Board of Legal Specialization
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IN MEM P 1 “OUR DEAR FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE

'Eﬁ%&vm C. RUTH
]UN§26 1956 - JUNE 11, 2018

SZR DAVID WAS A FOUNDING MEMBER OF
STOWELl ZEILENGA, RUTH, VAUGHN & TREIGER LLP
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Sometimes numbers are
the only prints left behind.

Arxis Financial is a proven forensic accounting and litigation
specialist. We will examine the financial data and help you
determine the “bottom line.” Arxis provides financial and
valuation analysis needed to resolve a variety of legal disputes
from family court to civil, criminal, and probate courts. In many
cases our experts can help you reach a settlement. If trial or

arbitration is required we give you the support you need to win.

Chris Hamilton, CPA, CFE, CVA

305.300.7890
www.arxisfinancial.com
chamilton @arxisgroup.com

_ARXAS

FINANCIAL, IN

FORENSIC ACCOUNTING BUSINESS VALUATION FRAUD ANALYSIS

]i PROBATE, TRUST & DIVORCE REALTOR

José and his crew handled our probate sale. It was a can of worms and José handled every
aspect of it, giving us reassurance not to worry. He secured the property, tactfully removed the
squatters and arranged for every professional. | would definitely recommend José and his

team. They are awesome!

- Jill Hufford

OVER 50 PROBATE AND TRUSTS REPRESENTED

@ MORALES GROUP

== PROFESSIONALS M REAL ESTATE ——
BRE #01891119

OFFICE: 805.228.4671
JOSE LUIZ MORALES CELL: 805.832 2432

MRGE@MORALESREGROUP.COM | WWW.MORALESREGROUP.COM




35th Annual Law Day 5K
Saturday, July 14, 2018

Ventura Community Park
(901 South Kimball Rd, Ventura, CA)
8:30 A.M. - 5K RACE; ONE MILE FAMILY FUN RUN AT 9:30 A.M.

GO TO WWW.RUNSIGNUP.COM
FOR REGISTRATION & INFORMATION

Proceeds Benefit VCBA and Ventura Co. Legal Aid, Inc.
$2,000 in Raffle Prizes!!

CHIP TIMING, GREAT FOOD & MORE!!

Lead Race Sponsor

Lawyers’ Mutual Insurance Company
LIMITED TO FIRST 500 ENTRIES!!

oy 7 F F F 7 7 F ¢ ¥ 7 §B J |
REGISTRATION ENTRY FORM (OR ENTER AT WWW.RUNSIGNUP.COM)
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Broker Associate, CalBRE# 01406193

SERVING VENTURA COUNTY AND
SURROUNDING AREAS SINCE 2003

Direct: (805) 797-4524
Info@yolandacastro.com
E-fax: 1-877-926-5741

1000 Town Center Dr., #130
Oxnard , CA 23036

Recipient of Platinum Awards and Ranking among the Top Twenty Top

Producers within Remax Gold Coast Realtors, the brokerage with the most

market share within Ventura County! As a Broker Associate, Castro's greatest

achievement is her unsurpassed reputation for honesty, integrity, and
knowledge in the industry.

Yolanda is a true professional. She is always checking in with her clients and referral
partners and going above and beyond for them. She is easy to talk to and her dedication to
ensuring that her clients receive the best outcome, whether it is to sell or buy a home, is

clear in the way she conducts herself in every transaction.

-Rennee R. Dehesa, Esq.
Estate Planning, Business Law & Bankruptcy

e Divorce Sale e Probate/Trust Sales e Short Sales
e Conservatorship Sales ® Bankruptcy Sales

" 4
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NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION of
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Classifieds

ELDER LAW SERVICES

OFFICE SPACE
— - Brand new furnished office space
VETERANS BENEEITS MEDI-CAL ELIGIBILITY available for sharing in central Camarillo.

Ideal satellite office to meet clients from

VA NON-SERVICE CONNECTED PENSION BENEFITS e Custom-Crafted Eligibility Analysis ; :

« VA Accrdited Atorney & Qualiction Plan (AsstPrtecion) the sumounding areas. Located in large

* Custom Designed Eligibility Analysis for * Application Preparation & Representation P R g WiFi and utilities included
Veterans and Surviving Spouses * Medi-Cal Recovery Claim Avoidance osas Road. Wikl an u,u ities m? uded.

« Preparation & Filing of Pension Claims o Appeals of benefits denial/loss $250 per month. Available mid-July.

* Representation of Claimant during claim process Contact Rita Frayer at (805) 914-9376

) o ) L ) A for further information.
Services focused on assisting individuals obtain Veterans/Medi-Cal benefits for Long Term Care

THE LAW OFFICE OF CRAIG R. PLOSS

290 MAPLE COURT, SUITE 118, VENTURA, CA 93003 O'ﬂice Sp fu:e, con fere'nce room available,

TEL: (805) 642-8407 FAX: (866) 379-2149 EMAIL: PLOSS@TDS.NET wireless internet, in Thousand Oaks

WWW.ELDERLAWVENTURA.COM on an “as needed” basis. Great location,

easy for clients to find. Contact Steven at
805-495-8199, or steven@trolard.com.

35th A“ nu al L aw D ay 5K Proceeds Benefit VCBA and Ventura Co. Legal Aid, Inc.
Saturday, July 14, 2018 $2,000 IN Raffles Prizes!!

CHIP TIMING, GREAT FOOD & MORE!!
Ventura Community Park —_—

(901 South Kimball Rd, Ventura, CA) Lead Race Sponsor
8:30 A.M. - 5K RACE; ONE MILE FAMILY FUN RUN AT 9:30 A.M. Lawyers’ Mutual Insurance Company
GO TO WWW.RUNSIGNUP.COM LIMITED TO FIRST 500 ENTRIES!!
FOR REGISTRATION & INFORMATION T - -

REGISTRATION ENTRY FORM (OR ENTER AT WWW . RUNSIGNLUP.COM)

DIAMOND REALTY

Hen.ty.& Theresa Robledo
Broker / Owners

805.625.4450
805.625.4451

MEMEER

Recommended by several attorneys in Ventura County! References provided upon request.

Serving Ventura and LA County www.DiamondRealty Team.com
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Not everyone gets the opportunity to swear-
in with the United States Supreme, but
David Shain did in mid-June and here’s
the photographic evidence. Who is that
distinguished woman seated in the middle
in dapper white linen pants? ... An Illinois
lawyer takes umbrage at the suggestion he
lifted more than 1,000 words from two
articles for his brief opposing dismissal of a
law suit. “Go pound sand,” lawyer Robert
Hanlon of Woodstock, Illinois told the
Northwest Herald. The newspaper reports
that opposing lawyers suspected something
was amiss when they noticed that Hanlon’s
writing style changed on the fourth page
of the brief. A Google search revealed copy
was lifted from two articles...

I have a resident of our county seeking the
attorney who handled his father’s trust. The
man is the youngest of five children and the
father’s name is Arthur Armstrong Denny,
III, born May 21, 1932, in Seattle, and
his wife’s name is Margaret T. Denny. Info
may be sent to Dave Denny at (714) 749-
4875... I find this, as did a reader, a tad

disconcerting...

PILOT LOUNGE

Do nG it

EXEC’S DOT...DOT...DOT...

by Steve Henderson, M.A., CAE

MAGA - Inalargely
expected  decision,
the U.S. Supreme
Court ruled on
= June 14 that the
government cannot

restrict a person’s
clothing choices while they are voting. The
vote was 7-2...

We never took the
opportunity to thank
Mr. Wayne Lorch of
LorchGreen Forensic

Accountants. Lorch
and  his  capable
captains ~ managed

to implement our
new accounting
software at the bar offices. (Yes, we finally
switched from Peachtree to QuickBooks.)
The task was long overdue and now fully
implemented after several months of trial
and error. Thank you, Mr. Lorch and
staff for your efforts provided free to our
association. Wayne Lorch at 496-4330...

Your fingerprints or your license? That is
the question. You may have heard that,
by this time next year, the State Bar will
require all active lawyers to submit their
fingerprints or risk forfeiting the right to
practice law in California. As the bar takes
on a more aggressive watchdog role, lawyers
will experience the uncomfortable position
of the accused, or at least the suspected.
Although the plan awaits final approval by
the State Supreme Court, that is expected
to be a mere formality. So get ready to
provide your digits to the bar no later than
April 30, 2019...

Deborah  Jurgensen
has retired officially
middle

after a

since  the
of January
productive career of
twelve years in our
county practicing
family law.

A woman who had a
loaded handgun hidden in her vagina at
the time of her arrest last year has been
sentenced to two years in state prison on

weapons and heroin charges. Anika Will,
27, and a male accomplice were busted
following a traflic stop on Interstate 55 just
north of Bloomington, Illinois. The search
of the car turned up heroin and Ecstasy. The
weapon, a .380 caliber Kimber handgun
was not discovered by investigators until
she was the subject of a strip search while
being booked. The gun had a bullet in the
chamber and was fully loaded... A man
concerned that he had been rooked by a
methamphetamine dealer contacted Florida
police and asked them to test his drugs and
“press charges” against the dealer. After
speaking with police, the man drove the
narcotics to the police station to be tested.
Of course he was arrested on the spot as the
drugs were tested positive...

Greece? Corfu? Kerkirta? Aris Karakalos
may be reached at 641-6600 or aris@
2018 VCBA
Nominating Committee to select officers

strausslawyers.com... The

and directors for a two-year term meets
Aug. 21 to determine the slate. Interested?
Contact president-elect Doug Goldwater
at 659-6800 or dgoldwater@fcoplaw.com...
LAW DAY 5K. LAW DAY 5K. LAW DAY
5K — July 14 — See promotional brochure
inside this edition of our magazine...

If you are entertained by the thought of
joining the Jerome H. Berenson Inn of
Court, let President Katie Clunen know at
497-7474 or katiec@dionlawgroup.com or

check out the flyer contained herein. ..

Steve Henderson
has  been  the
executive director
and chief executive

officer  of  the

bar  association
and its affiliated
organizations since
November  1990.

My offspring  has
nick-named — me
Front Runner in disgust because of my divine
power to select winners. Photographic proof
here. Henderson may be reached at 650.7599,

steve@ucba.org, Twitter at steve_hendol,

Instagram at steve_hendo or just drop on by
at 4474 Market Street, Suite B, Ventura.
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refresh and relax throughout your trial:Catering, WiFi and Parkin
ur own office at the.Coutt,

o v AL
or eWr&ennm@.wm "Iuw

to serve you
tura  Ontario

Santa Barbara . West LA™~San Bernardino

Call us to book your next DEPO! 800-43-DEPOS ‘
www.personalcourtreporters.com v
COURT REPORTERS, INC.
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DAVID LEHR LAW
EASTER AT VENTURA BEACH

w
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WITH NEW SG

—

25 years of trial experience
We appreciate your criminal law referrals!

WWW.DavidLehrLaw.COM
805-477-0070
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