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GEARING UP FOR THE NOVEMBER 19 ANNUAL DINNER

by Charmaine H. Buehner

For the last fifteen years or so, as far as 'm

concerned, the best running shoe — the only
running shoe — is the Asics GEL-Cumulus
model. I still recall putting on my first pair
around 2001 — they felt like springy clouds
on my feet that all but made me fly along
the road. Then, and in the years since, it
is hard for me to imagine running in any
other shoe.

Presumably, however, a person’s body and
feet go through a number of changes over
time that might warrant a different kind
of shoe. So, last year, before purchasing
yet another pair of Cumulus, I did some
research and tried to keep an open mind.
The result, after weeks of reading about
pronation, supination, arch support, and
visiting a variety of specialty running shoe
stores to use their fancy metrics and try on
about twenty different pairs? I purchased
the exact same shoe. Was the whole effort
a waste of time? Not at all. I think it
necessary, every once in a while, to take a
hard look at the status quo and ensure the
chosen option is the best one. Happily for
me, | continue to put on mile after mile in

my beloved Asics.

As the Bar Association gears up for the
Annual Meeting, held each year as a dinner,
and scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 19 at
the Mandalay Bay Embassy Suites (please
mark your calendars!), I've thought about
my recent running shoe selection process.
Just about every year since I moved to
Ventura County in 2009, I have enjoyed
attending the Annual Dinner. Each year,
the dinner seems to follow the same
format generally. This year, I convened an
Annual Dinner Committee comprising

me, Steve Henderson, Kevin Staker, Tom
Hutchinson, Amy Dilbeck-Kieswetter
and Don Hutley to ensure the event is a
continued success and evaluate whether
changes are needed. I also surveyed the
VCBA board: Where shall the dinner take
place? Is the format right? Is it too formal?
Not formal enough? Should we go with
a theme? Should there be dancing? Live
music? And on and on.

As always, your VCBA Board provided
helpful feedback. A few board members
recalled pre-Nordman-Award dinners when
the event was a bit rowdier and included
skits and roasts by members of the bar. In
1986, however, the format and purpose of
the dinner took a dignified turn with the
advent of the annual Ben E. Nordman
Public Service Award (the “Award”),
bestowed at the dinner. In the years since,
the presentation of the Award has become
an important centerpiece of the dinner. To
more fully understand the history of the
Award and its relationship to the Annual
Dinner, I spoke with Laura McAvoy, a
1993 Award recipient and the ex officio
secretary of the Award’s trust. McAvoy, who
remains close with the Nordman family,
recalled Nordman’s intent and purpose
when he created the Award just prior to his
passing.

Nordman believed strongly that all lawyers
have an obligation to engage in public
service. As important, Nordman believed
the majority of Ventura County lawyers
fulfill this important obligation even though
the public did not necessarily recognize
their efforts. Nordman envisioned that
the Award would ‘ecognize outstanding
contributions made by a lawyer to his or
her community by means of community,
charitable, or other public service activities.
By such recognition to publicize and
encourage such activities by members of the
legal profession.” (Proposal to United Way
of Ventura County for the Establishment of
a Public Service Award Fund.) With input
from past Award recipients, the awardee is
selected annually by the VCBA President,
the Chair of the Ventura County Board

of Supervisors, and the President of the
United Way.

Marc Charney, who preceded McAvoy as
secretary to the Award’s trust, commented
that the Award’s originating documents
do not specify that the Award should be
given at the Bar’s Annual Dinner. Rather,
as Charney explained, bestowing the Award
at the Dinner was a product of the Bar’s
membership outgrowing the more casual
“skit” format to one that made the Dinner
unique to Ventura County. In other words,
the Award helped the Dinner evolve to befit
the dignity of the Award, better honor the
legal profession, and elevate the public’s
view of it.

In my January column, I announced my
intention to focus my presidency on the
“helpers” in our legal community and to
highlight those who go above and beyond
to provide public service. After learning
more about the history of the Award, it
seems to me that its relevance remains an
important constant in our community.
Accordingly, while Dinner attendees can
expect a somewhat broader focus on the
volunteerism of our membership and a few
tweaks to the auction component of the
dinner, it also seems to me that the format
and formality of the Annual Dinner is just
about perfect the way it is. Sometimes, after
inquiry, one learns that the shoe still fits.

Charmaine Buebner is a Senior Civil
Attorney with Ventura County Counsels
Office. This month, she looks forward to
celebrating her daughter’s ninth birthday and
learning to make shrimp
and grits and fried-green
tomatoes at Chef Darin’s
Kitchen in  Savannah,
Georgia with some of her
Jfavorite friends. You can
reach her at charmaine.
buehner@ventura.org.
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AV Preeminent Rating Conducting Mediations
(5 out of 5) throughout California
AWO Rated ‘Superb’ 805.564.2115

(10 out of 10) www.henrybongiovi.com
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® Business/Commercial
B Contracts, Employment

® Environmental and
Real Estate

B Construction
® Wills and Trusts
W Family Law
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MEDIATOR AND ARBITRATOR

To schedule a consultation, please call 805-879-7517
211 East Anapamu < Santa Barbara, CA 93101
elinor @elinorreiner.com + WWW.ELINORREINER.COM



_________________________________________________________________________________________| OCTOBER 2016 * CITATIONS 5

BAR LEADERSHIP

ADR SECTION

David Karen 498-1212
ANIMAL LAW

Katherine Hause Becker  525-7104
ASIAN BAR

Vacant

BANKRUPTCY

Michael Sment 654-0311
BARRISTERS

Melanie Ely 388-3100
BENCH-BAR RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Hon. Matt Guasco 256-4972
BLACK ATTORNEYS ASSOCIATION
Jacquelyn Ruffin 644-7188
BUSINESS LITIGATION SECTION
Erik Feingold 644-7188
Rabiah Rahman 641-6600
CITATIONS

Wendy Lascher 659-6800
CLIENT RELATIONS

Dean Hazard 988-9886
COURT TOUR PROGRAM

Thomas Hinkle 656-4223
CPA LAW SOCIETY

Lauren Rad 659-6800
DIVERSITY BAR ASSOCIATION

Ed Elrod 644-4486
EAST COUNTY BAR

Doug Bordner 496-0111
EMPLOYMENT LAW

Joe Herbert 482-5340
FAMILY LAW BAR

Heather Kadeg 818-865-8057
IMMIGRATION LAW

Matt Bromund 650-1100
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Chris Balzan 658-1945
J.H.B. INN OF COURT

Kathryn Clunen 497-7474
JUDICIAL EVALUATION COMMITTEE
Linda Ash 654-2580
LAW LIBRARY COMMITTEE

Eileen Walker 444-6308
LGBT ALLIANCE

Ed Elrod 644-4486
MEXICAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
NATURAL RESOURCES SECTION
Gisele Goetz 895-5338
PRO BONO ADVISORY BOARD
David Shain 659-6800
PROBATE & ESTATE PLANNING SECTION
Amber Rodriguez 643-4200
VCLA, INC.

Kevin Staker 482-2282

VC TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION
Mark Anderson 988-5833

VC WOMEN LAWYERS

Cari Ann Potts 644-7188
VCBA STAFF 650-7599

Steve Henderson - Chief Executive Officer
Sandra Rubio - Associate Executive Director
Nadia Avila - Members Relations Director
Cesar A. Libanati - VCLA, Inc. Managing Attorney
Peggy Purnell - CTP Coordinator

EMPLOYMENT MEDIATOR

v/ 38 years litigating employment cases, representing plaintiffs
and defendants in the public and private sectors

v/ Mediating cases since 2002

v’ Past President Ventura County Bar Association

v’ AV Rated

v~ Reasonable Fees and Conference Room on Site

ANTHONY R. STRAUSS, Esq.
§STRAUSS

LAWGROUP

121 North Fir Street, Suite “F”
Ventura, CA 93001

(805) 641-9992
ars(@strausslawgroup.com
www.strausslawgroup.com

"I have practiced emplovment law my entire career. I use this
experience to seltle complicated employment law disputes.”
- Anthony Strauss

Larry L. Hines

MEDIATION & ARBITRATION SERVICES

Traditional Mediation Plus Issue Analysis

Emphasis on Trust/Probate, Family Law,
and Employment Litigation

Serving Ventura and Riverside Counties

9 Quer 42 years of civil and appellate experience

a Practice devoted primarily to complex family
law, probate/trust, business and employment law

9 Participated in hundreds of mediation and
settlement conferences

0 Lead trial lawyer in over 200 jury and court trials
o AV Rated/California Super Lawyer
o Served as mediator, arbitrator and temporary judge

a Attended the Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution,
Pepperdine School of Law

Larry L. Hines

5941 Terra Bella Lane, Camarillo, CA 93012
Call (805) 479-0994 or Email: LarryHinesMediation@gmail.com

See website for more details and Curriculum Vitae

www.lhinesmediation.com
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COMMISSIONER DEREK D. MALAN

by Laurie Peters

Newly-appointed Ventura Superior Court
Commissioner Derek D. Malan was
born and raised in Sacramento with an
eye on a life in Ventura County. Although
he grew up in Sacramento, he has strong
ties to Ventura and regularly visited his
grandparents here. He is an only child, and
for the first fourteen years of his life, he was
the only grandchild on his father’s side.

Commissioner Malan’s plan had always
been to live in Ventura. Growing up, he
first envisioned himself as a first baseman
for the Los Angeles Dodgers. In addition
to loving baseball, he also played basketball.
Commissioner Malan’s involvement with
sports helped him develop discipline
and trained him to work well with
others. He knows how to be a team
player and understands the value of good
sportsmanship.

Although not drafted by the Dodgers,
Commissioner Malan succeeded by earning
his law degree from Pepperdine Law School
in Malibu in 2000. He began his legal
career in the Ventura County District
Attorney’s Office. He was originally hired
as law clerk, and began to prosecute cases
as Deputy District Attorney as soon
as he passed the Bar Exam. In 2007,
Commissioner Malan became a Senior
Deputy District Attorney and a member of
the District Attorney’s Major Crimes Unit.
He will take over from newly-appointed
Judge Michele Castillo, in what is
arguably the most demanding courtroom
in Ventura County, dealing with family law
issues and claims of domestic violence by
primarily self-represented litigants who do
not understand how to properly present
the evidence. Commissioner Malan seems
eager to take on the challenge.

Commissioner Malan and I discussed how
different it is to go from prosecuting crimes
in a courtroom with two attorneys to
becoming a neutral decision maker where
most of the parties are self-represented
in a completely different area of law.
Commissioner Malan probes for relevant
evidence from unrepresented litigants while
disregarding pro pers’ attempts to include
inadmissible evidence. He takes pains to
explain what he didn’t consider, and why,
so that the parties can understand. It is a

difficult task, but Commissioner Malan
seems to have a talent for sifting through
the facts and focusing on what he needs to
make a just decision.

Although Commissioner Malan’s entire
career before taking the bench was in the
District Attorney’s Office, he is notastranger
to family law custody issues. He was a child
of divorce himself. Commissioner Malan’s
parents worked well together at sharing
that responsibility, and he enjoyed the time
he had with both his parents. His parents
would tell him the plan, and he was fine
with the adults’ decision. Commissioner
Malan said he was happy to be able to
spend equal time with both his parents.

Commissioner Malan is also a parent
himself. He and his wife have a daughter
born last year. Commissioner Malan had
attempted to plan his schedule around the
anticipated birth of his daughter; however,
seemingly inheriting her father’s eagerness,
shearrived in December instead of February.
She is doing well, and just the mention of
her brings a smile to the Commissioner’s

face that would light up an entire stadium.
This only heightens Commissioner Malan’s
awareness of how important it is for family
law jurists to focus first and foremost on the
best interest of the child. Commissioner
Malan takes that task very seriously.

I asked Commissioner Malan about his
pet peeves. He would like the litigants and
attorneys to respect the process and each
other. Unlike criminal law, all litigants are
not entitled to legal representation in his
court. Zealous advocacy includes respect
and candor toward the court, which can
be difficult in a department with primarily
self-represented  litigants. Commissioner
Malan is patient because he understands
that we need to ensure that everyone has
access to the legal process.

Laurie Peters handles
W family law, real estate,
and  criminal cases  in
| Camarillo.

MEDIATOR/ARBITRATOR

PERSONAL INJURY AND BUSINESS,
CONSTRUCTION, REAL ESTATE
AND PROBATE/TRUST DISPUTES

Richard M. I\Iérman, Esq.

* Trial Attorney — AV Rated

AND LITIGATION.

* Member: American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA)

* Past President and Member of Ventura County Bar Association,
and Ventura County Trial Lawyers Association

* Trained Mediator - Pepperdine University Straus Institute

& Negotiation Strategy Institute

* American Arbitration Association and FINRA Arbitration Panel
* Reasonable Fees - Flexible Scheduling - No Administrative Charges

Richard M. Norman, Esq., Of Counsel
Norman Dowler, LLP.
840 County Square Drive, Ventura, CA 93003-5406
(805) 654-0911 » RNorman@normandowler.com
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Neutrals Like
No Others

Access to the best mediators and arbitrators practicing today—
that’s the power of difference only JAMS delivers.

Jeffrey G. Bruce A. Joel M.
Benz, Esq. Friedman, Esq. Grossman, Esq. Johnson (Ret.)

Barbara A. Hon. Steven J. Hon. Diane
Reeves, Esq. Stone (Ret.) Wayne (Ret.)

800.352.5267 | www.jamsadr.com | Resolving Disputes Worldwide
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BARRISTERS
CORNER

Nominations for board positions
for 2016 are now open.

A section of the Ventura County Bar
Association,  the provides
programming to assist the newer members

Barristers

of our Bar with networking, mentoring,
and furthering their educations. Each year,
Barristers puts on a number of events for
entertainment (such as Trivia Night and
Game Night), MCLEs (e.g., the Judicial
Speaker Series and Bridging the Gap), and
connects new lawyers (and law students)
with attorneys in fields of expressed interest
through its mentoring program anchored by
Wine & Cheese Night. The ten to fifteen-
member Board of the Barristers coordinates
these events and is always looking for
additional members to assist with planning
and to offer new ideas.

Do you know someone who would be a great
addition to the Barristers Board? Would you
like to be a member? Nominations for next
year’s Barristers Board for the following
positions are now open: Member at Large,
Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President and
President. Nominations may be emailed
to Lauren Sims at /lims@fcoplaw.com
(subject line: Barristers Nomination) and
must be received by 11:59 p.m. on Nov.
10. Nominations may only be made by
eligible Barristers (described below). If
you would like more information or to see
a Barristers Board meeting in action, please
join us at noon in the VCBA Bar Office on
Tuesday, Oct. 4 for our next regular board
meeting. Nominations may also be made at
the October board meeting.

Nominees will be confirmed for eligibility. A
“Barrister” is any member in good standing
of the Ventura County Bar Association
who, on Jan. 1 of a given year, meets at
least one of the following requirements: (i)
is under the age of 36 years; (ii) has been
admitted to practice law in any jurisdiction
for a period of seven years or fewer; or (iii)
has been in practice in any jurisdiction for
a total of seven years or fewer. Active law
students who are members of the Ventura
County Bar Association are considered
“Student Barristers” and may serve on the
Board as a Member at Large, but may not
serve as an officer of the Board.

MEDIATION SERVICES

www.californianeutrals.org

Serving Orange, Los Angeles, Ventura,
Santa Barbara, San Luis Opispo & Kern Counties

BUSINESS
EMPLOYMENT
INSURANCE
PROBATE
PERSONAL INJURY
PROFESSIONAL NEGLIGENCE
CONSTRUCTION DEFECT
DISCOVERY REFEREE

Mr. Carrington has conducted over 3,000 mediations, over 300 arbitrations
and been a discovery referee in 25 matters involving toxic torts, construction
defect, class action employment and insurance matters, business disputes,
and personal injury matters in the past 15 years.

R.A. CARRINGTON
565 Sheflield » Santa Barbara, CA 93108

805.565.1487 « Fax: 805.565.3187 « RATC@COX.NET

Business/Contract
Employment
Real Property

Personal Injury
Qil & Gas
Other

Gisele Goetz, Esq.
Mediator

Serving Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties
Member: State Bar of California, CIPA, VCBA, SBCBA

(805) 895-5338

www.goetzbusinessmediations.com
giselegoetz@aol.com
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“Phil Dunn has captured in graphic detail the sometimes tortured path to truth and light in
When Darkness Reigns. This book should be at the top of every prosecutor’s reading list.”
- Michael D. Bradbury, District Attorney of Ventura County (retired)

Dear colleagues in the Ventura County Bar Association,

-
It has taken me sixteen years, but | have finally completed my opus and fecl XIIV H E N

the time is right to release it into the literary world. Representing an innocent

man is the scariest moment in my profession and when that man had been sen- D >|%RI{ N E S S
tenced to forty-four to life in prison for a murder he didn't do, the intensity 4L §
was oll the charts. Thankfully 1 had help from our District Attorney’s office, RE I G N S
local law enforcement, and another defense attorney who is now a judge.

"When Darkness Reigns" is a complete expose on a criminal justice system Pl el

run amok. From the streets of the Colonia in Oxnard California, to Pelican . .
Bay State Prison, to the Hall of Justice in Santa Barbara this book covers it
all. It is now available through Amazon / Kindle . [ would be honored il you

gave 1t a read,

All the best,
Phil

amazon
T

ANDFAT

philipremingtondunn.com
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YOUR ESTATE ASSISTANT, LLC
ESTATE CLEAN OUT SERVICES & SOLUTIONS

Estate or Property Clean Out Needs due to Beth Sutherland, MA

Death, Divorce or Downsizing? Founder & Principal Assistant

Executors, Administrators, Trustees, Realtors & Families (805) 861-8341
rely on Your Estate Assistant, LLC for organized, ethical

and professional help for all of life’s dissolution situations.

YOUR

A note from one of our Clients: E STATE

“Thanks for the PROMPT response and great service.” ASSISTANT - LLC
Mark A. Lester, Jones & Lester, LLP Bonded & Insured

yourestateassistant.com yourestateassistant@gmail.com (805) 861-8341
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ROFESSIONALS TO ACCOMMODATE YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS. |HESE BROKERS

ARE RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR INTEGRITY, KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE IN SERVING THE

LEGAL COMMUNITY. THEY CAN ASSIST YOU IN THE AREAS OF LIFE, HEALTH, DISABILITY

= _ INCOME, LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE, ANNUITIES AND INVESTMENTS. YOU CAN OBTAIN
B;AR;;S SO(;IA"I‘I()N STATE AND COLNTY BAR PLANS AT DISCOUNTED RATES THROUGH THESE BROKERS.

.
Barry A. Cane

Disability Income Insurance
Business Overhead Expense

(805) 496-5537 Fax: (805) 496-5598

Lic. #0740274

240 Lombard St., #100, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

Registered Representative Park Avenue Securities (PAS), 7 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004. Securities products and services offered
through PAS, 1-888-600-4667, Member FINRA. PAS is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of The Guardian Life insurance Company
of America. Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America, New York, NY and other fine insurance companies.

. | Michael P. Kenney*, CLU | =

Group and Individual Health Insurance
y Business and Personal Life Insurance

A (805) 497-7407 Fax: (805) 494-1363

Lic. # 916

Securities offered through a registered represented of Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., Member FINBA.
Branch Office: 100 E. Thousand Qaks Blvd., Suite 152, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 = (805) 496-4600

-
'f www.kenneyins.com




Before cyber crime devastates
your law practice ... be rea dY!

FREE $100,000 in Cyber Coverage - Our LatestsBenefit—
Included When You Buy a Malpractice PolicjiawithiEM|IC

Goverage Includes:
/Extortion ./ Security Breach
JRansom /' Network Asset Protection
+/ Costs of Notification & Remediation
+/ Online Prevention Training

115 Cyber Emergency Help Line

*41l Programs except Bar Assoclations

Lawyers’ Mutual Insurance Company, The Premier Legal Malpractice Carrier

(&' LMIC.COM or call (800) 252-2045
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MOVIE REVIEWS

by Bill Paterson

HELL OR HIGH WATER

“Hell or High Water” is a modern-day
Western set in the bleak West Texas outback.
Brothers Toby (Chris Pine) and Tanner
(Ben Foster) are bank robbers. Adept at
covering their tracks, they leave few clues
and have a unique way of disposing of
their getaway cars. There is only one cloud
on their criminal horizon, Texas Ranger
Marcus Hamilton (Jeff Bridges).

Marcus and his stoic and long-suffering
partner Alberto (Gil Birmingham) have
little to go on as they investigate the first
robbery. The bank’s security camera is on
the fritz and the only description they
have is of two masked men cleaning out
the cash drawers. But then the brothers
storm another bank, and Marcus gets his
first inkling of what is going on. He can
quite connect the dots until the volatile
Tanner pushes the envelope a little too
hard one day. Then the pieces of the puzzle
start coming together. Marcus thinks the
brothers have something more in mind
than simple bank heists. But whether his
theory is correct and if it will lead to their
capture is an open question.

“Hell or High Water” is an instructive
example of how one can make a compelling
film with a limited budget and an original
idea. The storyline and crisp dialogue
come from the pen of the screenwriter of
one of my favorites of last year (“Sicario”)
and the acting and sense of place are as
good as it gets. Jeff Bridges (no doubt to
be forever known as the “Dude” in “The
Big Lebowski”) was made for the role of
Marcus. An acerbic lawman on the verge
of retirement, his drawl conceals an acute
intelligence. A lifetime in law enforcement
has also made him a trenchant and comic
observer of the folkways of West Texas. He
is a joy to watch.

All of the other leads are equally up to the
task, from Foster’s free-wheeling and hyper
Tanner, to Pine’s morose and reflective
Toby and Birmingham’s stoic Alberto, who
must put up with Marcus’s genial needling
of his Mexican/Indian heritage, including a

colorful and invidious comparison between
Texas football and Mexican soccer.

The careful casting is especially evident in
the host of secondary characters. Whether
it is old timers sitting at a restaurant, a
burly Comanche at a casino or a blowsy
and intrusive waitress, some of them seem
so authentic that you wonder if they are
professionals or rather locals pressed into
service. My favorite is an ancient and surly
waitress who takes (well perhaps “takes”
is the wrong word) Marcus and Alberto’s
order. It is a small jewel of comic invention
right up there with such classic diner scenes
as those in “Five Easy Pieces” and “When
Harry Met Sally.”

There is also another important central
character in the film: the stark and lonely
landscape of West Texas. (Although, filmed
in New Mexico). Endless scrublands, oil
rigs and pump jacks, windblown towns
with empty storefronts and ever-present
billboards offering everything from legal
services to debt relief dot the landscape.
We may be a long way from the iconic
Monument Valley locations of John Ford,
but the setting of “Hell or High Water” is
no less memorable. A shoo-in for my 2016
Best Ten Film List.

Another Take on the Lone Star State:
When it comes to an off-the-wall view of
small town Texas, you cannot do better than
“Bernie.” Based on a real life murder, it stars
Jack Black as an assistant mortician who
is “befriended” by a rich and demanding
widow (Shirley MacLaine), the town’s most
disliked inhabitant. Featuring some of the
real townsfolk in cameo roles, “Bernie” is a
priceless comedy.

KUBO AND THE
TWO STRINGS

Set in medieval Japan, “Kubo and the Two
Strings” is the epic tale of young Kubo’s
quest to learn the fate of his missing father
and recover his magic sword and armor.
From the opening scene of Kubo’s mother
battling to survive in a storm tossed sea, to
Kubo’s final battle with a huge iridescent
fanged serpent, this magical combination
of stop action puppetry and digital effects
is a work of singular imagination.

Kubo (Art Parkinson) and his mother
Miho (Laura Miro) live in a cave at the
edge of the sea. A melancholy woman with
the features of a porcelain doll, she never
ventures far from the cave. But Kubo is
an adventurous soul who regularly travels
to the nearby village. There he entertains
the villagers with stories of ancient heroics
which he populates with a host of origami
creations, from a giant spider to a Samurai
warrior, which magically spring to life as he
plays his two string “shamisen.”

Then one fateful day, Kubo disregards his
mother’s repeated warning to never leave
the cave after dark. She knows something
he doesnt — there are nocturnal forces
seeking to harm him in the form of her two
spectral sisters (Rooney Mara) and her evil
father the Moon King (Ralph Fiennes). It is
advice Kubo should have heeded.

One night, he wanders off and soon finds
himself pursued by the sisters. He manages
to escape, but when the sun comes up, he
is in an arctic wilderness. Sitting by his
side is his new protector, a white monkey
(Chatlize Theron). The personification of
no-nonsense tough love, Monkey takes
charge of Kubo. But danger stalks them at
every turn. Then a new savior appears in the
guise of Beetle (Matthew McConaughey),
a somewhat addled Samurai whom a curse
has turned into a hulking beetle. True to
his warrior’s code, he helps stave off another
attempt to kidnap Kubo.

For the moment, he is safe again, but
Kubo and his two companions have even
more adventures in store for them as they
are pursued across snowfields, mountains,



raging seas and at one point locked in a
titanic subterranean battle with a giant fiery
skeleton with huge glowing red eyes. But
with Beetle’s fighting prowess, Monkey’s
cleverness and Kubo’s father’s magic sword,
the forces of evil will meet their match.

“Kubo” is a classic children’s adventure/
morality story (and NOT just for children)
with a compelling cast of characters from
Beetle and Monkey to the old village
woman (Brenda Vacarro) who is ever ready
with sage advice for Kubo. But above all,
“Kubo and the Two Strings” is a visual feast.
Whether it is origami sculptures which
assemble themselves in seconds or such
haunting images as a nighttime scene of
lighted paper lanterns floating down a river
as a tribute to those who have left this life,
“Kubo” is a masterpiece of the animator’s
art. One of a kind.

Final Note: Take a look at the trailer, which
you can pull up on the Internet.

Bill Paterson is a retired attorney in Camarillo.
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“Full Service Office Suites for the Executive”

e Full Time Offices

e Part Time Offices

e Hourly Offices

e Daily Offices

* 3 Conference Rooms

|« Video Conferencing
e Training Rooms up to 80 people

1000 Town Center Drive #300, Oxnard, CA 93036
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Video Conferencing
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Sometimes numbers are
the only prints left behind.

Arxis Financial is a proven forensic accounting and litigation
specialist. We will examine the financial data and help you
determine the “bottom line.” Arxis provides financial and
valuation analysis needed to resolve a variety of legal disputes
from family court to civil, criminal, and probate courts. In many
cases our experts can help you reach a settlement. If trial or

arbitration is required we give you the support you need to win.

Chris Hamilton, CPA, CFE, CVA

305.300.7890
www.arxisfinancial.com
chamilton @arxisgroup.com
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BOOK REVIEW: EXTRA! EXTRA!:
SENSATIONALISM AND SELF-REFLECTION

by Rachael Kimball

Trials of the Century: A Decade-by-Decade
Look at Ten of Americas Most Sensational
Crimes by Mark ]. Phillips and Aryn Z.
Phillips

Father and daughter team Mark and
Aryn Phillips have written a remarkably
expansive book in a modest 322 pages.
Each of ten chapters is devoted to a decade
of the 20th century, with the social and
political climate of that decade illuminated
through examination of a trial that captured
the minds of the public in that time. Each
chapter is a fully realized vignette of true
crime and courtroom drama, with well-
developed characters and engrossing detail.
But the authors’ intent is no mere catalogue
of famous trials: read together, the chapters
comprise a cutting analysis of the public’s
timeless obsession with the darkest elements

of humanity.

examines the

Trials  of  the

intersection of law and media and the role

Century

of public appetite in how one often affects
the other. The authors were self-aware in
their title choice: they quickly define the
term “trial of the century” as “an overblown
bit of media hype so frequently used to label
high profile murder trials, the frequency
and selection of which are limited only by
the prurient taste of Americans and the
imagination of editors.” This book is not
so much concerned with the details of the
selected trials (although it is entertaining
and informative on that level) as it is with
the implications of the titular label.

The authors guide the reader toward active
participation in the authors’ examination
of these themes. Focusing exclusively on
criminal murder trials, the authors do
not spare gory details. As I read, I found

myself reflecting on my own curiosity of
the lurid descriptions of sex and death,
juxtaposed with my disgust at the circus-
like atmosphere surrounding the cases. I
had to ask: how do my choices of media
consumption impact what is reported on
and what is ignored?

The selected cases share the common thread
of media sensationalism. Many, such as the
trials of “Fatty” Arbuckle and O.]. Simpson,
derived attention from the celebrity or
status of the parties; some, such as the
trials of the Manson family and Richard
Speck, engrossed the public due to the
exceptional degree of violence or depravity
demonstrated by the crimes. These sorts of
cases do not impact our day-to-day lives
as much as courtroom battles over water
use or civil rights, but they occupy, then
and now, an inordinate amount of news
coverage.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA'S

LIABILITY AND BUSINESS
LITIGATION FIRM

15260 VENTURA BOULEVARD, SUITE 920
SHERMAR OAKS, CA 91403
TEL: 818.788.9500 / 877.314.1117

WWW. NEMECEK-COLE.COM

PREEMINENT PROFESSIONAL

NEMECEK-COLE

Attorneys At Law

* Certified Speciaiist In Legal Malpractice Law from The State Bar of California Board of Legal Specialization
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The book focuses on the twentieth century,
with the last chapter about the Simpson
trial. But the epilogue, about the Casey
Anthony trial, ties the theme to present day.
As members of the legal profession, often HERRING LAW GROUP
consumed by the minutiae of the cases we
work on, this book is a reminder to step
back and consider how extrinsic factors
come to bear on the legal process. And in

a presidef]tial e%ection year, whe.re media We are pleosed to announce
coverage is dominated by a candidate who .
capitalizes on his supporters’ desire to return our new office in Santa Barbara.

to a better time, this book is more broadl .
relevant in its reminder that there has neve}; Openlng October 1 ST' 2016.
been an ideal time to live. However, we may
continue to improve if we are conscientious
of the information we consume and 559 San Ysidro Road, Suite G
cognizant of how it shapes our worldview. Santa Barbara, CA 93108

805-983-6452 Phone | 805-278-1679 Fax

Rachael Kimball
is a member of the

CITATIONS editorial We continue to serve
board and a newly | 1_ f I | I _I_ .
licensed  attorney  in select rami y aw clients in
Ventura. Ventura, Santa Barbara and

San Luis Obispo Counties.

CHRISTINA VANARELLI, INC.

-
tracy
LAWOFFICES OF A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION
ERISA Disability and Life Insurance

Representing claimants in the denial of group

disability and life insurance claims. YO ur ventura coun ty La Wer@)

Tracy Collins
Attorney At Law
5739 Kanan Road,

Suite 415 674 County Square Drive, Suite 209C e Ventura, California 93003

[Ar;’s;gt:':y;cg;: f ;S(?“l] Phone: 805-233-7848 Christina@YourVenturaCountyLawyer.com

(818) 889-2441

Referral fees paid in accordance with
Professional Rule of Conduct 2-200.

www.YourVenturaCountyLawyer.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

Westlake Village family law firm seeks
legal assistant/paralegal. Small family
law firm seeks experienced family law
legal assistant/paralegal. This is a part-
time position to start and can lead
to a full-time position with the right
candidate. Requires a minimum of two
years family law experience with pleadings,
discovery, and client contact. Excellent
writing and communication skills. Familiar
with filings in both Ventura and Los
Angeles Counties. Email résumé to Rick@
GummandGreen.com.

OFFICE SPACE

Established Westlake Village law firm
has available office for rent that includes
secretarial bay, reception area, and library
conference room. WiFi and utilities
included. $695.00 a month. Contact Phil
Dunn at (805) 494-1131.

Law firm has space available in the Daily
Business Center in Camarillo. Third
floor suite includes conference room (with
balcony) and kitchen, reception services,
and networking opportunities. Rebuilt in
June with elegant hardwood furnishings.
Office space and secretarial bay are 12’ x 12’
each. $1,450 monthly, with secretarial bay.
(805) 246-7272.

Three beautifully restored Victorian
homes in Old Town Ventura. 107, 119
and 143 Figueroa Street. Single office space
or suite of three offices now available, or
rent one entire 4600 square foot Victorian.
All three homes are Ventura Historical
Landmarks. Court of Appeal is across the
street. Walk to beach at Surfer’s Point or to
fine restaurants on Main Street. Landlord
provides common furnished reception
area. Free on-site and on-street parking.
Handicapped access. Easy 101 freeway
access. Rents start at $650/month. RENT
A PIECE OF HISTORY. Call Don Parrish
at (805) 340-1204.

ELDER LAW SERVICES

VETERANS BENEFITS MEDI-CAL ELIGIBILITY

VA NON-SERVICE CONNECTED PENSION BENEFITS e Custom-Crafted Eligibility Analysis

o VA Accredited Attorney & Qualification Plan (Asset Protection)

* Custom Designed Eligibility Analysis for  Application Preparation & Representation
Veterans and Surviving Spouses * Medi-Cal Recovery Claim Avoidance

* Preparation & Filing of Pension Claims  Appeals of benefits denial/loss

* Representation of Claimant during claim process
Services focused on assisting individuals obtain Veterans/Medi-Cal benefits for Long Term Care

THE LAW OFFICE OF CRAIG R. PLOSS

290 MAPLE COURT, SUITE 118, VENTURA, CA 93003
TEL: (805) 642-8407 FAX: (866) 379-2149 EMAIL: PLOSS@TDS.NET
WWW.ELDERLAWVENTURA.COM

CISLO & THOMAS LLP

Patenl, CU[J}'riglll euul F[qr.-'ult'nmr]{

E.iﬁg’ﬂtinn Attorneys at lLaw

We Have Successfully Settled or Litigated

Over 98% of Our Cases

www.cislo.com | 1(805) 496-1164
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Exec’s Dot...Dot...Dot...

by Steve Henderson, Executive Director, M.A., CAE

On Friday late afternoon, Sept. 23, the
Hon. Michele Castillo was formally
enrobed inside Courtroom #22 to a packed
house, including her mother and two
brothers

In Stuttgart, Germany, a judge must decide

on a case of honorable intentions in a
situation where a man hired his neighbor
to get his wife pregnant. It seems that
Demetrius Soupolos, 29, and his former
beauty queen wife, wanted a child badly,
but Demetrius was told by a doctor he
was sterile. So Soupolos, after calming his
wife’s protests, hired his neighbor, Frank
Maus, 34, to impregnate her. Since Maus
was already married and the father of
two children, plus looked very much like
Soupolos to boot, the plan seemed good.
Soupolos paid Maus $2,500 for the job and
for three evenings a week for the next six
months. Maus tried desperately, a total of
72 different times. Now Soupolos is suing
Maus for breach of contract in an effort to
get his money back...Cari Ann Potts, an
assistant editor of this very fine publication
and an attorney with Myers Widders et al.,
became a first-time mom
May 22 with the birth of
*| Everett James Potts who
| weighed-in at six pounds,
nine ounces and twenty
inches long. Dad, Jared, is
pretty proud too...

The recipients of the Verna Rose Kagan
Award and the James D. Loebl Award
respectively are Kevin Dorhout and
Melanie Ely. Our Annual Installation and
Awards Dinner is scheduled for Saturday
evening, Nov. 19, beginning at 6:00 p.m. at
the Mandalay Bay and Resort...

The Illinois Supreme Court has struck
down an Illinois law that reduced civil
juries from twelve to six people. The court
ruled on Sept. 22 that the law violated the
Illinois Constitution, which guarantees
“the right of trial by jury as heretofore
enjoyed,” reports the Associated Press, the
Chicago Daily Bulletin and Peoria Public
Radio...A very succinct and informative
piece appeared in the Opinion Section of
the LA Times on Sept. 18. It starts like this:
“It has been 73 years since the United States
Supreme Court ruled that students in
public schools couldn’t be forced to pledge
allegiance to the American flag or engage
in other patriotic demonstrations. But
some educators obviously havent gotten
the message. In recent days, a principal in
Florida told students they would be ejected
from sports events if they didnt stand
during the national anthem.” Enjoy...

Barristers board member
and co-chair of the
Business Litigation
Section, Rabiah Rahman,
gave the commencement
speech for Fresno City
College this past June.
You may view this testimonial by our
new lawyer at hups:/fwww.youtube.com/
watch?v=9fHyTcHyGWM. Check in at
about 43 minutes...An investigation
called “Operation Twisted Justice” led to
the obstruction of justice charge against a
former district attorney in Louisiana who
heads to federal prison. The former St.
Charles Parish DA, Harry Morel, pleaded
guilty earlier this year and was sentenced
to three years in prison, the New Orleans

Times—Picayune reported. Morel was

investigated for offering to help women in
their pending court cases in exchange for
sexual acts. thirty-eight women alleged that
Morel had either propositioned them for
sex, had sex with them, or touched them
inappropriately...

Theres a new face
managing the bar’s Court
Tour Program which has
been managed so well
for the past many years
by Peggy Purnell. The

program  has

been in
place for 40 years and will now be led by
Brenda Bodie, who also happens to be a
Commissioner for the Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention Commission. She
may be reached at brbodie@aol.com ...

MARK CALENDARS—
An Oct. 18 CLE featuring Jonathan Light
and Michael Strauss entitled, “Demystifying
the Private Attorney General Act.”

YOUR

The Estate Planning and Probate Section
meets Oct. 27, featuring Mark Phillips
with his annual presentation on Recent
Developments in Trusts and Estates. ALL
this can happen by visiting vcba.org or
bar@vcba.org  or
650.7599...

calling Nadia at

Ending with this Quote of the Month: I
have come to the conclusion that politics
is too serious a matter to be left to the

politicians.” Charles de Gaulle...

Steve Henderson has been the executive
director and chief executive officer of the bar
association and its affiliated organizations for
a long time. Henderson will be dining with
Vin Scully Oct. 29 and was a close personal
friend to Arnold Palmer. Henderson may be
reached at steve@ucba.org, FB, Twitter at
steve_hendol, Instagram at steve_hendo,
LinkedIn, Snapchat at iambendol, or better
yet, 650.7599.
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LEHR LEMMON
KIRWIN & FRANCIS

Honoring the newest Kelly Francis crosses the Law Day 5k finish line! “They ran, | rode.”
member of the Law Day .
. . David Lehr W/Jen,
5k planning committee, Kavlene. Josh & Jeff
Mark Kirwin...Thanks Steve! ity .

Find us on the web at:
www.FullServiceAttorneys.com
www.VenturaCrime.com
www.Ventura-DUl.com
www.VenturalnjuryAccidentAttorney.com

Decades of trial experience
We appreciate your civil and criminal referrals!

789 S. Victoria Ave., Suite 200, Ventura, CA 93003
805-477-0070
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