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Women Lawyers of Ventura County (WLVC) 
was established around 1982-1983 and 
its first president was Melodie Kleiman, 
followed by a long line of distinguished 
presidents, including Carmen Ramírez, 
Judge Tari Cody, Tina Rasnow, Ricarda 
Bennett, Karen Darnall, Mary Sullivan, 
Monique Hill, Michelle Erich, Susana 
Goytia-Miller, Mindy McQueen, and 
current president Jill Friedman. According 

to Tina, WLVC at its inception was an 
organization devoted to advancing women’s 
rights and addressing issues such as equal 
pay, reproductive rights and diversity in the 
legal profession. In the early years, WLVC 
members (approximately 20 or so women) 
met quarterly as an informal group to 
socialize, network and discuss their careers 
and various legal issues.  As more women 
entered the profession and the group became 

larger and more organized, they would 
meet more regularly, publish newsletters, 
host meet and greet mixers with other 
groups and have events with guest speakers 
such as California Supreme Court Justices 
Joyce L. Kennard and Kathryn Werdegar.  
During Tina’s administration (1990-1992), 
WLVC became active and affiliated with 
the California Women Lawyers (CWL) by 
participating on committees and joining in 
amicus briefs on cases dealing with women’s 
and children’s rights.

 
During Ricarda’s presidency (1993-1995), 
WLVC became a founding member of 
the Women’s Legacy Fund, which is 
administered by the Ventura County 
Community Foundation.  The Fund 
provides grants to community groups and 
projects that support women’s causes.  Today, 
a WLVC representative maintains a seat on 
the Fund’s committee.  WLVC also holds the 
distinction of being the only bar organization 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: WOMEN LAWYERS OF VENTURA COUNTY 
HAS COME A LONG WAY, BUT THE BEST IS YET TO COME
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Judge David M. Hirsch grew up moving 
from town to town because his father’s career 
with the Department of Urban Housing 
and Development led to a new position 
every year.  The continual moves did not 
keep Judge Hirsch from playing chess on a 
competitive level, however. From elementary 
through high school, Judge Hirsch played 
in tournaments where he competed against 
other chess teams from other schools. At 
the time of his last competition, Judge 
Hirsch was attending high school in 
Beaverton, Oregon. He says he enjoyed 
playing competitive level chess but has not 
played seriously since high school.

Judge Hirsch graduated in 1989 from 
U.C.L.A. with a bachelor’s degree in 
economics, and in 1992, he graduated from 
the University of San Diego School of Law. 
After law school, Judge Hirsch served as a 
volunteer trial attorney for the City of Long 
Beach Prosecutor’s office, followed up by a 
brief stint as an insurance defense litigator.  

Judge Hirsch found a passion for criminal 
law during his time at the Long Beach 
City Prosecutor’s office and knew that this 
would be the career path he would follow.  
He applied throughout California for 
open positions in District Attorneys’ and 
Public Defenders’ offices. In 1997, he took 
a position in Redding as a deputy district 
attorney. Though at the other end of the 
state from where his family lived in Los 
Angeles County, Judge Hirsch enjoyed his 
work at the relatively small office in Shasta 
County.  There District Attorney Greg Scott, 
who would later become the U.S. Attorney 
for the Eastern District of California, took 
Judge Hirsch under his wing and allowed 
him to try serious cases almost immediately.

Although Judge Hirsch’s legal career 
was taking off, his personal life took 
an unexpectedly negative turn as his 
father became seriously ill.  Despite his 
blossoming legal career in Shasta County, 
Judge Hirsch made the tough decision to put 
his aspirations aside to focus on his family.  
In 2000 he moved back to the Los Angeles 
area and opened his own practice to be closer 
to the family during what would be the last 
few years of his father’s life. Though this 
decision was not the best career-wise, Judge 

Hirsch reports that this was the best personal 
decision he has ever made. Fortunately, Judge 
Hirsch was able to spend a few more years 
with his father, who passed away in 2007. 

In 2003, Judge Hirsch took a position with 
the Ventura County Public Defender’s office, 
where he tried many significant criminal 
cases including some involving serious 
gang allegations. Judge Hirsch enjoyed his 
time at the PD’s office, which he found to 
be challenging. He still greatly admires the 
former Public Defender Ken Clayman for 
the way he ran that office.  

It was during Judge Hirsch’s tenure as a 
deputy public defender that his mentor and 
role model, Judge Ken Riley, encouraged 
him to pursue a position on the bench as 
a Commissioner. Judge Hirsch accepted 
the challenge and applied for one of 
two vacancies for commissioner for the 
Ventura County Superior Court. He was 
selected for that position in 2008. At the 
same time, Judge Roger Lund was also 
selected to be a commissioner.  Both were 
appointed to judgeships by Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger in 2010. Judge Hirsch is 
currently assigned to Courtroom 48, where 
he presides over criminal matters. 

Judge Hirsch went skydiving once right after 
graduating from law school. He reports that 
it was an amazing thing to experience at least 
once in a lifetime, but not something that 
he feels the need to repeat.  He also enjoys 
fishing and motorcycle trips with groups of 
friends in the local canyons, though in 2003, 
he sold his Honda Superhawk in order to 
focus on spending more time with his family.  
“A younger man’s hobby,” he observed.

As a proud U.C.L.A. graduate, Judge Hirsch 
has, not surprisingly, always been a huge fan 
of any team that competes against U.S.C.  
He goes to at least one U.C.L.A. home 
football game a year and typically enjoys 
some serious tailgating with about 30 friends. 

In October, Judge Hirsch plans to go on 
what he calls “the greatest road trip ever” 
with a few of his friends.  They will start out 
in Texas and then travel to New Orleans, 
Tennessee, Chicago and finally end up in 
Wisconsin to pick up a cheesehead hat or 

two. Along the way they’ll see three NFL and 
three college football games.  Judge Hirsch 
also enjoys attending college basketball 
and professional baseball games. He was 
recently spotted at Dodger Stadium wearing 
a U.C.L.A. sweatshirt.  

Since his step-daughter recently left the 
nest to attend college, Judge Hirsch spends 
most of his free time taking care of his three 
dogs: Grizzlie, a border collie who destroys 
everything in sight; Lily, a high maintenance 
mostly border collie; and Annabelle, an 
obedient cocker spaniel. 

Judge Hirsch observed that he has been 
extraordinarily fortunate to have the many 
opportunities he has enjoyed throughout 
his career and that as a judge, he tries to 
create an atmosphere in his courtroom where 
everyone feels welcome.  

R a c h e l  C o l e m a n 
is an associate in the 
Law Offices of David 
Lehr, and a member of 
CITATIONS’ editorial 
board.

Judicial Profile: Judge David M. Hirsch
By Rachel Coleman
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It’s never too late to mediate.

dk@dk4law.com
(805) 988-4728 

DK4LAW.com
11THHOURMEDIATION.COM

11TH HOUR MEDIATION

CAN’T SETTLE? 
GOT TRIAL?

Accepting Civil Trial 
Referrals/Associations of Counsel

DK Law Group

DAVID M. KAREN, ESQ.
Mediator and Active Trial Attorney 

26 year Plainti� And Defense Litigator

from Ventura County that currently sends 
a delegation to the annual Conference of 
Delegates of California Bar Associations.

During the years 2008-2011 when WLVC 
was less active, the only person willing to 
keep things going was Jodi Prior, who 
served as president for three years without 
any assistance from board members.  Jodi’s 
main focus was maintaining the Annual 
Awards Dinner (Tina’s original idea), which 
is now in its sixth year. At this dinner, which 
usually attracts a turnout of 75-120 people, 
two special awards are given.  First is the 
Holly Spevak Memorial Award, to honor 
an attorney doing public interest/non-
profit work to help the community.  While 
originally this award was to recognize a newer 
attorney, there is now less emphasis placed on 
the honoree’s admission date.  Second is the 
Legacy Award, which honors a pioneering 
attorney who has helped the advancement 
of women lawyers in the profession.  This 
dinner also awards the Mary Sullivan 
Scholarship (usually $500) to a deserving law 
student with strong connections to Ventura 
County and an interest in doing pro bono 
work.  Funds for the scholarship are raised 
through the silent auction (items donated 
by members) held at this dinner.  For the 
past few years, the dinner has been at the 
Herzog Wine Cellars in Oxnard, which has 
provided excellent Kosher gourmet food in a 
nice setting as well as wine tasting.  This year’s 
dinner on November 29 will be no different, 
and will honor Laura Bartels (current VCBA 
Secretary-Treasurer) and Judge Gay Conroy 
as the worthy award recipients.

When Jill took over as president in 2012, 
she brought a wealth of ideas and experience 
having previously served as president of 
Santa Barbara Women Lawyers (SBWL).  
Jill’s main goals were to build up WLVC’s 
infrastructure, improve membership and to 
make the organization more active otherwise.  
She has certainly accomplished that this year 
by forming a full board with Charmaine 
Buehner as vice-president/president-elect, 
Katie Hause as treasurer, Robert Guerra 
as secretary, Kathy Smith as programs 
committee chair, Natalie Panossian as 
CWL affiliate governor, and Jodi as past 
president. With the assistance of Katie, 
WLVC was able to clean house by putting 
its books in order and ensuring that it will 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
Continued from page 3

Continued on page 7
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Sometimes numbers are 
the only prints left behind.
Arxis Financial is a proven forensic accounting and litigation 

specialist. We will examine the financial data and help you 

determine the “bottom line.” Arxis provides financial and 

valuation analysis needed to resolve a variety of legal disputes 

from family court to civil, criminal, and probate courts. In many 

cases our experts can help you reach a settlement. If trial or 

arbitration is required we give you the support you need to win.

www.arxisfinancial.com
805.306.7890
Chris Hamilton, CPA, CFE, CVA

chamilton@arxisgroup.com
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805.443.8422 • www.whalenbryan.com
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Focused Recruitment
& Staffing

Expertise • Experience • Efficiency
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for more than 30 years with integrity and confidentiality!
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CLIENTS?

For more information call Alex Varela

(805) 650-7599
www.vcba.org
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get clients for you!
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Court Appointed Receiver/Referee 
 

“Mr. Nielson is more than just a pretty face.  

 He is one of our best receivers.” 

 
(Hon. John J. Hunter, October 9, 1999) 

 

 

The Superior Court has appointed Mr. Nielson in over 400 cases 

involving the sale of real property, partnership or business 

dissolutions, partition actions and matters requiring a referee. 

 

LINDSAY F. NIELSON 
Attorney at Law 

 

Member – California Receiver Forum 
 

Email: nielsonlaw@aol.com 

 

845 E. Santa Clara, Ventura, CA 93001 

(805) 658-0977 

 
“ 

be financially stable going forward. Current 
membership of WLVC has increased to 
over 30. The monthly lunch meetings, 
which were formerly held at the VCBA 
office, have since moved to Ottavio’s in 
Camarillo.  These meetings feature great 
speakers on interesting topics (e.g., work/
life balance, substantive practice, workplace 
issues) and often offer MCLE credits. Other 
efforts by Jill have been to establish stronger 
ties with other minority bars through the 
Ventura County Diversity Bar Alliance to 
address bigger causes and issues such as 
judicial diversity.  WLVC is currently in 
the process of revising its bylaws to allow 
for endorsements of judicial candidates, 
with the eventual goal of forming a judicial 
committee similar to what’s already in place 
with Santa Barbara Women Lawyers.  At 
the same time, WLVC has every intention 
of maintaining communications and 
involvement with VCBA.  

Other events that WLVC would like make 
an annual tradition are its appellate justices 
reception, which was hugely successful 
back in February.  At this reception, Jodi 
(much to her surprise) was presented with 
an award of excellence for all her hard work 
in keeping WLVC alive for many years 
when membership waned. Another popular 
event that will continue is the wine mixer in 
Carpinteria that is held jointly with SBWL. 
Additional ideas for the future are to create 
more subcommittees for specific projects/
activities, and to develop a membership 
directory for referrals.

As the legal profession has changed 
dramatically in terms of women breaking the 
glass ceiling in corporate legal departments, 
firm partnership positions and on the bench, 
there are now more women role models to 
serve as mentors and promote camaraderie. 
Yet, as Jill has expressed, there is still more 
work to be done and WLVC wants to keep 
building the momentum.

Dien Le is a partner at Westlake Village-based 
Sullivan Taketa LLP, where he represents clients 
in business litigation, employment litigation, 
real property litigation and appellate matters 
in both federal and state courts.  He also assists 
clients with registration of trademarks and 
copyrights.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
Continued from page 5
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Your path.

2nd Annual B2B Series
presented by Montecito Bank & Trust

Member FDIC

October

9
Keynote: Your Blueprint for a Healthy Team 
5:00 – 7:30 p.m. • Ventura, CA  NEW LOCATION! 
Speaker: John Rodriguez, Principal Consultant, The Table Group, Inc.

Workshop: Discover a Smarter, Stronger Team
7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. • Santa Barbara, CA 
Facilitated by: John Rodriguez

November

1
Keynote: Preparing Your Business for the Future
5:00 – 7:30 p.m. • Santa Barbara, CA 
Speaker: Kyle Enger, Founding Partner & Principal, BBI Financial, Inc.

Workshop: Diagnose the Financial Health of Your Business 
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. • Santa Barbara, CA 
Facilitated by: Kyle Enger

November

7
Keynote: Thinking Beyond “Likes” 
5:00 – 7:30 p.m. • Santa Barbara, CA 
Speaker: Matt Hicks, Former Communications Manager, Facebook

Workshop: Facebook 101 for Business 
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. • Santa Barbara, CA 
Facilitated by: lynda.com authors Lorrie Thomas Ross and Justin Seely

To register, go to  
montecito.com/events. 
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Last February, A to Z law partner John 
Mathews mentioned that he would be 
speaking at a leadership conference in Los 
Angeles.  I wondered out loud if there was 
a local leadership program through which I 
might explore leadership issues and expand 
my involvement in the community.   John 
and I did a quick online search and discovered 
“Leadership Ventura,” a two-year leadership-
training program offered through the City 
of Ventura Chamber of Commerce.   With 
the support of A to Z Law, I applied for and 
was accepted into the Leadership Ventura 
program.  The 2012-2013 leadership class 
consists of twenty diverse individuals from 
varying business backgrounds – I am the 
only attorney. 

The Leadership Ventura experience begins 
with a two-day leadership training retreat 
conducted by Dr. Relly Nadler, founder 
of True North Leadership, Inc. and a 
world-class executive coach.  During the 
two-day retreat, each participant takes a 
Myers-Briggs Personality Test, the results of 
which are evaluated by Dr. Nadler.  Based 
on test results, the class is divided into four 
separate Project Teams, each tasked with 
conceptualizing and implementing a public 
service project to be completed within 
seven to eight months.  The “twist” is that 
Dr. Nadler hand-picks each team member 
so that teams are composed of differing 
personality-types.  There is method to this 
madness because leadership skills are best 
honed in a crucible filled with individuals 
who, by virtue of their core personality traits, 

approach problem-solving in dramatically 
different ways. 

Once a month our class meets with Dr. 
Nadler for ongoing leadership training.  
Following Dr. Nadler’s training sessions, 
the class embarks on a “field trip” focusing 
on various public and private organizations 
throughout Ventura County and their 
respective leaders.  We explore challenges 
facing the county in the arenas of public 
safety, commerce, economic development, 
tourism, media and communications, the 
arts, agriculture, government, and the 
court system, to name just a few.  Outside 
of monthly leadership training and field 
days, members of each project team meet 
to plan and implement their community 
service projects.

Through the Ventura Leadership program, 
our project team became aware of the River 
Haven Community.  River Haven is a joint 
effort by the City of Ventura and the Turning 
Point Foundation to transition individuals 
from homelessness to self-sufficiency.  
The River Haven Community consists of 
twenty dome-like shelters located on City 
of Ventura land adjacent to the Santa Clara 
River. The domes were purchased and 
constructed through local volunteerism.  
Unless painted with a special (and costly) 
protective coating, the material from which 
the domes are constructed deteriorates in the 
presence of ultra-violet light.  For the past 
three years, the Turning Point Foundation 
tried to paint the domes but, for one 

good reason or another, the painting never 
happened and the domes were beginning to 
show early signs of deterioration.  

Aware of the immediate need to paint the 
River Haven shelters, our project team 
committed to making the required painting 
a reality.  The team began meeting regularly 
with Clyde Reynolds, founder of the Turning 
Point Foundation.  With Clyde’s assistance, 
our project team secured funding, arranged 
for the donation of equipment and supplies, 
recruited a group of painting contractors to 
professionally apply the required base-coat 
and protective coating and coordinated 
on-site preparation with the River Haven 
Community. On September 7 the River 
Haven domes were given a new lease on life.  

As in any community volunteer effort, 
there are many generous individuals and 
companies to thank.  Glidden Professional 
Paint in Oxnard donated the protective 
coating for the domes.  Anna Borja, Glidden’s 
store manager, helped our team identify 
professional painting contractors.  David 
Atkin Construction, Dawson Painting, 
Hernandez Painting, Lozano Painting and 
Maxson Painting generously volunteered 
labor and equipment. Ventura Rentals 
donated gas generators to power the paint 
spraying equipment.  Dominos Pizza 
provided lunch.  MidTown Kitchens, Fox 
Fine Jewelry, Jimmy’s Slice, Red Brick 
Gallery, Ventura Improv, Santa Paula Theater 
Company, Ventura County Museum, Zoey’s 
and Island Packers contributed to our team’s 
fund-raising effort.  Finally, the residents and 
site manager at River Haven pitched in by 
power-cleaning the domes and prepping the 
River Haven grounds.

Even the weather cooperated.  A heavy 
morning fog or drizzle would have spelled 
disaster for our project, but paint day was 
“three bear perfect” – not too hot, not too 
cold … but just right; and I guess “just 
right” aptly describes the feeling that filled 
the hearts of all who volunteered to make 
the River Haven Painting Project a success.  

Robert Krimmer is an associate at Oxnard-
based Arnold Bleuel LaRochelle Mathews & 
Zirbel.

ADVENTURES BEYOND THE OFFICE
By Robert Krimmer
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My husband was at his favorite Starbucks 
last April. Some friendly person offered 
him a free book. Telling them he was not 
interested in religious tracts, my husband 
was surprised to learn it was National Book 
Day and no, this book was literature.  Still 

somewhat leery, he accepted a book called 
“Little Bee” by Chris Cleave.  He read it, was 
riveted, and passed it on to me.  I had seen 
the book at the bookseller but assumed it was 
a “chick flick” based on the title.  As the old 
saying goes, never judge a book by its cover.  
Actually, instead of having the silhouette of 
a lovely young woman, the cover should 
contain a warning in bold “contents under 
pressure, highly explosive.”

Based on the story of a teenage refugee from 
Nigeria, the narrative is a highly poetic and 
elegantly written story about survival in the 
world of refugees. Nigeria, a former British 
colony, is one of the world’s largest oil 
producers, but the industry has unwanted 
side effects. The trade in stolen oil has fueled 

violence and corruption. Few Nigerians, 
including those in oil-producing areas, have 
benefited from the oil wealth.  The village in 
which Little Bee lived was situated on top of 
an oil field – with unfortunate consequences.  

Little Bee was held in an immigration 
detention center in England for more 
than two years.  The story is told from her 
perspective and that of Sarah, the posh 
editor of a London fashion magazine, each 
in a distinct voice.  The narrative goes back 
and forth between Little Bee’s experiences 
with the British immigration system, the 
fateful and horrific encounter of Little Bee 
and her sister with Sarah and her husband 
on a beach in Nigeria, and the repercussions 
that encounter has for all involved, including 

BOOK REVIEW: 
LITTLE BEE, BY CHRIS CLEAVE
By Gabriele M. Lashly 

Capital Mortgage Services
4253 Transport Street
Ventura, CA 93003 Direct (805) 252-7742   
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Sarah’s Batman-clad four-year-old son.  The 
moral choices presented have the character 
of Greek tragedy, including murder, suicide, 
depression, and adultery.  

The story is so riveting and cleverly 
constructed that the political implications 
almost catch the reader unaware, as it is also 
a devastating attack on the massive failure 
of compassion for the world of refugees.  
Chris Cleave, the British author, had the 
idea of writing of Little Bee after reading 
a newspaper article about a refugee father.  
The father committed suicide shortly before 
being deported because he knew that his 
unaccompanied teenage son would not be 
sent back to his native country. 

Sadly, though the story takes place in Britain, 
it’s relevant to the U.S., where in 2009 
the government detained approximately 
380,000 people in immigration custody at 
a hodgepodge of about 350 facilities after 
1996 changes to the immigration laws 
dramatically expanded the use of detention, 
which now costs $1.7 billion annually.  In 
a tragic turn, individuals fleeing persecution 
are now regularly imprisoned in county jails, 
federal detention centers and private facilities 
while U.S. immigration officials process 
their applications to establish whether the 
asylum seekers have a “well founded fear” of 
political prosecution in their home country.  
Individuals who have neither violated the 
law nor been charged with a crime have 
languished in detention centers for months 
or even years. Families are often torn apart, 
and children separated from their parents. 

To distinguish between politically persecuted 
immigrants and those entering the country 
illegally for purely economic reasons is not 
easy.  But reading Little Bee will open the 
reader’s heart and mind to those who have 
nowhere to turn.

Gabriele Lashly is an 
attorney at Ventura-
b a s e d  S l a u g h t e r 
and  Reagan ,  LLP 
specializing in motions, 
writs and appeals. She 
also advises clients about 
German law and serves 
as an expert witness on 
German legal issues.
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Group and Individual Health Insurance 
Business and Personal Life Insurance

(805) 497-7407   Fax: (805) 494-1363

Disability Income Insurance 
Business Overhead Expense

(805) 496-5537   Fax: (805) 496-5598

A s a significant benefit to our members...the Ventura County Bar 
Association has identified these Insurance and Financial Planning  
professionals to accommodate your insurance needs. These brokers  

are recognized for their integrity, knowledge and experience in serving the 
legal community. They can assist you in the areas of life, health, disability 
income, long-term care insurance, annuities and investments. You can obtain 
State and County Bar plans at discounted rates through these brokers. 

Lic. #0740274

Lic. # 0688916

Registered Representative Park Avenue Securities (PAS), 7 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004. Securities products and services offered 
through PAS, 1-888-600-4667, Member FINRA. PAS is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of The Guardian Life insurance Company 
of America. Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America, New York, NY and other fine insurance companies.

Securities offered through a registered represented of Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., Member FINRA.
Branch Office: 100 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 152, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 • (805) 496-4600

Barry A. Cane

Michael P. Kenney*, CLU

240 Lombard St., #100, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

www.kenneyins.com
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Group and Individual Health Insurance 
Business and Personal Life Insurance

(805) 497-7407   Fax: (805) 494-1363

Disability Income Insurance 
Business Overhead Expense

(805) 496-5537   Fax: (805) 496-5598

A s a significant benefit to our members...the Ventura County Bar 
Association has identified these Insurance and Financial Planning  
professionals to accommodate your insurance needs. These brokers  

are recognized for their integrity, knowledge and experience in serving the 
legal community. They can assist you in the areas of life, health, disability 
income, long-term care insurance, annuities and investments. You can obtain 
State and County Bar plans at discounted rates through these brokers. 

Lic. #0740274

Lic. # 0688916

Registered Representative Park Avenue Securities (PAS), 7 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004. Securities products and services offered 
through PAS, 1-888-600-4667, Member FINRA. PAS is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of The Guardian Life insurance Company 
of America. Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America, New York, NY and other fine insurance companies.

Securities offered through a registered represented of Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., Member FINRA.
Branch Office: 100 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 152, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 • (805) 496-4600

Barry A. Cane

Michael P. Kenney*, CLU

240 Lombard St., #100, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

www.kenneyins.com
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Before a packed stadium of Oregon 
State University Beavers football fans 
watched their team defeat the University 
of Wisconsin 10-7 on September 7, they 
were treated to the induction of the 1962 
team into OSU’s Sports Hall of Fame. 
Fillmore attorney John Scoles was among 
the inductees, all of whom played under 
legendary Beavers coach Tommy Prothro. 

Coach Prothro profoundly influenced 
John, who attended Oregon State 
on a football scholarship. “He was a 
consummate professional,” John said of 
Prothro. “We were all terrified of him.”

Prothro was tall and imposing. Always 
dressed impeccably, on game days the 
coach wore a coat and tie. For away games, 
Prothro also insisted that his players be 
formally dressed when out in public.

Born in 1920, Prothro was born into a 
wealthy Memphis family.  Prothro’s father 
– a Major League Baseball player and 
owner – forbade his son from playing for 
Alabama, Tennessee or any public school.  
So he ended up a standout blocking back 
with the Duke Blue Devils, for whom he 
played in the 1942 Rose Bowl against, 
ironically, Oregon State. With the attack 
on Pearl Harbor just three weeks earlier, 
the game was moved to North Carolina, 
making it the only Rose Bowl played 
outside Pasadena. Prothro passed up an 
invitation to play for the New York Giants 
for a coaching job. First coaching for the 
UCLA Bruins, Protho left for a ten-year 
stint as head coach at OSU.

John recalls Prothro’s demand for first-
class food and accommodations for every  
away game. 
 
“If you were to play first class, you were 
to stay first class,” John remembered  
Prothro saying.

When the team played in the 1962 Liberty 
Bowl in Philadelphia, it stayed at the 
Benjamin Franklin Hotel. They landed in 
Philadelphia in the frigid cold. John recalls 
practicing at the outdoor Philadelphia 
Municipal Stadium in 19-degree weather. 
During the exercises, the team comically 
slid around the field as if on ice skates, their 
cleats failing to grip the solid surface. On 
the morning of Saturday’s game the team 
found its locker room stacked high with 
shoe boxes.  After Friday’s practice, Coach 
Prothro had ordered 50 pairs of tennis 
shoes for his players.  Wearing their white 
sneakers, the Beavers posted the only score 
when Heisman Trophy winner Terry Baker 
– the first to win the trophy west of Texas 
– ran 99 yards in the first quarter to beat 
hometown Villanova 6-0.
  
Prothro was adamant about his team’s 
diet. Dairy stopped on Thursday. John 
remembers a Friday before a Stanford game 
when reservations were made at swank 

NEWLY LAUDED, A FILLMORE ATTORNEY
RECALLS A LEGENDARY COACH
By Laura Bartels

• 40 years litigation experience-AV rated. 
• Personal injury, business, construction, employment, real estate,  
     probate/trust, partnership and corporate disputes and dissolutions 
• Member: American Board of Trial Advocates 
• Past president Ventura County Bar Association and Ventura County 

Trial Lawyers Association 
• American Arbitration Association and NASD arbitrator 
• Trained Mediator– Pepperdine University Straus Institute 
• Reasonable fees and flexible scheduling. No administrative charges. 

 

Richard M. Norman 
Of Counsel 

Norman Dowler, LLP 
840 County Square Drive 

Ventura, California 93003-5406 
(805) 654-0911  RNorman@normandowler.com 

MEDIATION/ ARBITRATOR 
 

Richard M. Norman 

• 40 years litigation experience-AV rated. 
• Personal injury, business, construction, employment, real estate,  
     probate/trust, partnership and corporate disputes and dissolutions 
• Member: American Board of Trial Advocates 
• Past president Ventura County Bar Association and Ventura County 

Trial Lawyers Association 
• American Arbitration Association and NASD arbitrator 
• Trained Mediator– Pepperdine University Straus Institute 
• Reasonable fees and flexible scheduling. No administrative charges. 

 

Richard M. Norman 
Of Counsel 

Norman Dowler, LLP 
840 County Square Drive 

Ventura, California 93003-5406 
(805) 654-0911  RNorman@normandowler.com 

MEDIATION/ ARBITRATOR 
 

Richard M. Norman 

“Rickies” in Palo Alto. At the venerable 
establishment known as “the best restaurant 
in America,” Coach Prothro preordered 
50 filets mignon and baked potatoes with 
honey. When tuxedo-clad waiters served 
plates teeming with buttery potatoes and 
steaks bearing mounds of gravy-laden 
mushrooms, a heated Prothro sent the 
meals back to the kitchen. “Get that butter 
out of here!,” Prothro exclaimed. “I told 
you exactly what to serve.” All 50 steaks 
were returned to the chef to try again.   

Game day Saturdays always meant peas 
and scrambled eggs seeping with honey.  
After breakfast, the players were fed honey 
and Coca-Cola. By kickoff, they were so 
loaded with sugar that Coach Prothro 
believed they were ready to “go out and 
really hit something.”  The 1962 team did 
not disappoint, posting a 9-2 record and 
leading Prothro to declare his Beavers  “the 
best OSU team ever coached.”  

Continued on page 17

John ScolesCoach Tommy Prothro
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Howard Cho 
 

Mediation/Arbitration 

• Reputation for fairness, honesty and reasonableness 
• 35+ years of trial practice representing both plaintiffs 
       and defendants  
• Past‐President of ABOTA 
• AV Preeminent rating from Martindale‐Hubbell  
• Trained Mediator— Pepperdine University Straus Institute 

Howard Cho, Esq. 
305 North Foothill  

Ojai, CA 93023 
(805) 657‐8810  

runningdeer50@gmail.com 

VICTORIA LINDENAUER, ESQ. 
MEDIATOR 

(805) 730-1959 
WWW.LINDENAUERMEDIATION.COM 

Streamlined  
Approach 

~ 

Results 
~ 

Cost Effective 
 
 

(Fee Structures for Every Size 
Case; No Add-On Charges ) 

Over 25 years PI litigation on  
the Central Coast 

 

Trained Mediator– Straus 
Institute, Pepperdine Univ. 

Member: 
SB County Bar Asso. 

VCTLA 
CAALA 

Settlement Master, SB Superior Ct. 
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BANKRUPTCY
ATTORNEY

Outstanding bankruptcy litigator & strategist 
with 30+ years experience helps law firms 

and their clients with all aspects of bankruptcy.

Aggressive & Creative Bankruptcy Advocacy
All Aspects of Business & Personal Bankruptcies/
Reorganizations (Chapters 7, 11 & 13)
Debtor & Creditor Representation
Bankruptcy Avoidance & Pre-Bankruptcy Strategies
Protections from Foreclosures, Judgments, Settlements,
Lawsuits, Liens, Debts, Collections
Protections Against Debtors Likely to File for Bankruptcy

805.557.7001         323.954.9144

Tip the scales of
bankruptcy justice

in your clients’ favor.

BankruptcyFocus@aol.com

Offices in Westlake Village & Beverly Hills

Free Initial Consult
Exceptional Quality

at Low Prices

✦ ✦

Law Offices of Philip D. Dapeer
A Law Corporation

•
•
•

•
•

•

UCLA Law     Phi Beta Kappa     Magna Cum Laude✦ ✦

Before the financial scrutiny of the NCAA, 
every player was given four tickets for each 
game. Some gave to family and others sold 
them for spending money. Normally, for 
away games the players would turn all their 
tickets to the team manager, who would 
wander back to the evening bus, pockets 
teeming with cash, and split all proceeds 
between the players.

Prothro’s Beavers, one of Oregon State’s 
most successful teams in the history of the 
program, beat No. 12 Stanford, No. 19 West 
Virginia, Iowa State, Pacific, Washington 
State, Idaho, Colorado State and posted 
a 20-17 victory in their civil war with the 
University of Oregon. Prothro returned to 
the Bruins from 1965-1970, was inducted 
into the College Football Hall of Fame in 
1991 and is the only coach in the history 
of the conference to have coached Heisman 
Trophy Winners at two different schools: 
Terry Baker (OSU, 1962) and Gary Beban 
(UCLA, 1967).  He left UCLA in 1971 to 
become the head coach for the Los Angeles 
Rams and the San Diego Chargers.

After college and his time with Prothro, 
John was drafted into the Army. He served 
as special services detail, which included 
escorting extensive handshake tours in 
U.S. Army Japan hospitals with the Green 
Bay Packers’ Bart Starr, the Detroit Lions’ 
Wayne Walker, the Cleveland Browns’ 
Ernie Green, and the San Diego Chargers’ 
Lance Alworth.  Since 1972 John has been 
practicing real property, estate planning, 
probate and trust administrations  
in Fillmore.

Laura Bartels 
handles bankruptcy, 
estate planning, 
probate and public 
interest matters in 
Fillmore. She is 
Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Ventura County 
Bar Association.

A LEGENDARY COACH
Continued from page 15
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LEGAL MALPRACTICE 
EXPERT WITNESS          

& LAWYERS ADVOCATE  
STATE BAR DEFENSE 

 

PHILLIP FELDMAN 
B.S., M.B.A., J.D., AV. (Preeminent) 

Fellow American Board of  
Professional Liability Attorneys 

 

Certified Specialist 
Legal Malpractice 

(ABPLA & American Bar Association) 
 

Former Judge Pro Tem 
Former State Bar Prosecutor  

 
Fee Arbitrator 35 years 

Litigator/Expert 44 years 
 

Malp/Ethics Author 
 

www.LegalMalpracticeExperts.com 
Email: LegMalpExpert@aol.com 

                     StateBarDefense@aol.com 
 

 

(310)LEG-MALP(534-6257) 

ALSO FEE DISPUTES, 
PREVENTATIVE LAW & RISK 

MANAGEMENT CONSULTATIONS 

LEGAL MALPRACTICE 
EXPERT WITNESS 

and LAWYERS ADVOCATE 
STATE BAR DEFENSE 
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I partner with counsel 
to design the best 
mediation process 
for their clients. If the 
case does not settle at 
mediation, I follow up 
relentlessly afterwards.

Louise A. LaMothe, Esq.

Although they appear to be dancing, this 
is Justice Steven Perren presenting a  
Distinguished Service Award to Emeritus 
Attorney extraordinaire Verna Kagan for her 
15 years of service to the VLSP, Inc. during 
the Barrister Annual Judges’ Pizza Night 
held at Cafe Fiore September 20th before 
a large crowd, including 15 judges. Want 
to volunteer and take a pro bono matter? 
Call Verna at 650.7599 or ea@vcba.org. 

 

 
Personalized representation  

to attain client goals 
 

HOEFFLIN BURROWS delivers results by  
putting client interests first and using a team‐
based approach to creatively, intelligently, and 

effectively resolve legal matters.  
            

                   Emphasis on  
                         Real Estate  
                         Business and Corporate 
                         Partnerships/ LLC’s 
                         Trust/Estate Disputes 
                         Executive Employment 

 
 2659 Townsgate Road, Suite 232 

Westlake Village, CA 91361 
(805) 497-8605 

www.hoefflinlaw.com  
 
 

                         Refer with confidence 
 

 (Left to right): Steven A. Meadville, Esq., of Counsel, Richard M. Hoefflin, Esq., and Jason M. Burrows, Esq. 

 

DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE AWARD
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   ERISA Disability and Life Insurance 
 
 

Representing claimants in the denial of group 
 disability and life insurance claims. 

 
 
 

Tracy Collins 
Attorney At Law 
5699 Kanan Road,  

Suite 415  
Agoura Hills, CA 91301  
tracy@tracycollins.com 

(818) 889-2441 
Referral fees paid in accordance with  
Professional Rule of Conduct 2-200.   

JACOBS & JACOBS
ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
TAX PROFESSIONALS SINCE 1944
THERE’S NO SUBSTITUTE FOR 

EXPERIENCE & EXPERTISE

• TRUSTEE & EXECUTOR SERVICES 
• TRUST & PROBATE ACCOUNTING
• FIDUCIARY INCOME TAX RETURNS
• ESTATE TAX RETURNS
• ESTATE PLANNING
• ELDERCARE SERVICES

 OJAI THOUSAND OAKS
 (805) 646-4321 (805) 497-4007

 JOHN JACOBS, CPA GREGG BURT, CPA PAUL THOMAS, CPA 

 

(805) 320-1206 

Your Real Estate Advisor 
for Buying, Selling or 

Investing! 

 Specializing in Probate 
& Short Sales 

 Top Producer 2007-2011 
 Graduate of Pepperdine 

Mediation Program 

Office: (805) 477-4288     
Fax: (805) 644-8278 
communicator@email.com 
ellyndembowski.com 

 

4574 Market Street 
Ventura, CA 93003 
 

DRE lic. #01441424 

 

Rates:
Trustee’s Sales...$225 approx
Petition to Admin $180
Change of Name...$110
Legal Notices...$9.50

Tri-County Sentry 
Newspaper

LEGAL/PUBLIC NOTICES
We can publish your Trustee’s Sales,  
Probate Notices and Change of Names. 
Court Order No.125431

We file your Affidavit of Publication with the court

For the best 
service call

983-0015
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Office Space

Tower office spaces available – Free Rent!  
Rare opening in suite 1180 in the “Tower,” 
Ventura County's premiere office address.  
“King’s Corner” office with great views as 
well as individual window offices available 
in multi-conference room, established 
full attorney Suite 1180. Full amenities 
available, including potential for overflow 
or start-up assistance. Great turnkey 
location for solo, small firm and mediators. 
Short- or long-terms. Best offers accepted! 
Call (805)988-4848.

Office space available – Beautiful, historic 
turn-of-the-century law office building at 
Heritage Square in Downtown Oxnard.  
Rents range from $400 to $600 per 
month, depending on office size. Private 
parking available. If interested, please call  
(805)487-2000.

Rent a piece of history – Beautifully restored 
Victorian home built in 1892. 5,660 sq. ft. 
Ventura historical landmark No. 61. 
143 Figueroa Street, Old Town Ventura, 
93001. Walk to beach, Ventura Mission 
and shops and restaurants on Main Street. 
Easy 101 freeway access. Nine executive 
offices left. Furnished common reception 
area. Landlord pays utilities and janitorial. 
No CAM charges. Wheelchair access.  
On-site and 24-7 off-site parking, no 
meters. Rents $550 to $850/mo. depending 
on size of office. Call Don Parrish at 
(805)340-1204.

Recently remodeled downtown Ventura 
Office – Space available in recently 
remodeled downtown Ventura office. Rent 
from $350- $400. Off-street parking (no 
meters). Shared kitchen and conference 
room. Please call (805)648-5100, Byron  
or Lauren.

CLASSIFIEDS
Help Wanted

Associate attorney with 3-5 years of 
family law experience needed for small 
Westlake Village office – Duties will 
include preparing declarations, pleadings, 
motions, propounding and responding 
to discovery, legal research, etc., and 
handling a variety of family law cases 
with heavy client interaction. Excellent 
verbal and written skills required.  
Court appearances on occasion. Please 
send salary history and references to  
alyssa@richardrossassociates.com.

ServiceS Offered

Experienced bilingual legal secretary – 
Looking for full-time or part-time position. 
Hard-working, ethical, quick learner. 
Contact Trini Garcia 805-258-2620.

Appeals and writs – Complex pleadings.  
Sophisticated law and motion, including 
motions for summary judgment. UCLA 
School of Law graduate. Certified 
appellate specialist and three-time Super 
Lawyer (appellate attorney). 300+ civil 
and criminal appeals & writs. Hourly- 
or fixed-fee. In appropriate cases, will 
consider contingent or blended fee. Gerald  
Peters. Email: gppeterslaw@roadrunner.
com. Ph: (818)706-1278 

Experienced legal secretary, paralegal,  
legal assistant seeking employment 
– I am a victim of the court’s recent 
layoffs. My experience includes drafting 
correspondence, complaints, answers, 
discovery, etc. I have obtained records, 
answered phones, photocopied, scanned, 
scheduled appearances, and performed 
other duties as is typical in a law firm 
environment. Please call Sharon at 
(805)641-2726.
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Exec’s Dot…Dot…Dot…
By Steve Henderson, Executive Director, M.A., CAE

Our über talented Administrative Assistant, 
Celene Valenzuela, has moved on to greener 
pastures with the Cal State University 
Channel Islands. She has been employed 
by the bar for six years and her talent and 
charm will be sorely missed. She was our 
web mistress, LRIS Counselor, CITATIONS 
Advertising Coordinator, managed the 
production of our Legal Services Directory, 
and spoke with more pro bono applicants in 
a week than most of you have in a year. ¡Adios 
amiga, y buena suerte!...An Arizona judge 
has apologized for her courtroom advice on 
the perils of visiting bars, given to a woman 
who was groped by an off-duty police 
officer. Judge Jacqueline Hatch of Coconino 
sentenced the officer, Robb Gary Evans, to 
probation after jurors found him guilty of 
sexual abuse. Prosecutors had alleged Evans 
drank eight beers, used his badge in an effort 
to gain free admission to a Flagstaff bar and, 
once inside, reached up the victim’s skirt 
and groped her. In the sentencing hearing 
Judge Hatch told the victim she was not 
to blame, but women need to be vigilant. 
“If you wouldn’t have been there that 
night, none of this would have happened 
to you.”…On September 12, the judges of 
the Ventura Superior Court unanimously 
elected Brian Back as Presiding Judge 
and Judge Donald Coleman as Assistant 
Presiding Judge for 2013 and 2014. The 
new term for both begins January 1, 2013… 
Thailand? Aris Karakalos at 659.6800 
or ariskarakalos@gmail.com...England? 
George Galbraith-Albutt at 818.889.2299 
or george@calawcounsel.com...

Leslie McAdam and Harveen Simpkins will 
be honored at the bar’s annual installation 

and awards dinner Nov. 17. The James 
Loebl Public Service Awards will be given to 
them for their pro bono efforts in Ventura 
County. Congrats you two! Reservations 
may be had by calling Nadia Avila at the 
bar, 650.7599...A Nebraska lawyer who 
specializes in defending driving-under-the-
influence cases is now reportedly facing one 
of his own – following two prior convictions 
– after police say he rear-ended another 
vehicle with his speeding Lexus and crashed 
his car a block later in downtown Omaha 
near the courthouse. Police said Rob Gage, 
35, had a blood alcohol level of .22, and 
after Gage crashed his car, a National Park 
Ranger chased him down before police 
officers arrived…DDA Alvan Arzu became 
a father once again on August 21 with the 
birth of Aaron Aydan at 7 a.m. He weighed 
eight pounds, eight ounces and was 21 ½ 
inches in length. Alvan’s wife, Mercedes, is 
doing very well while sister Meliya is simply 
giddy with the notion of a younger brother…

John Orr will be the recipient of the 
prestigious Ben E. Nordman Public Service 
Award presented during the bar association’s 
annual dinner set for Nov. 17 at the Westlake 
Hyatt…A Florida public defender is 
reportedly out of a job after a judge declared 
a mistrial upon learning of a Facebook 
posting the lawyer made mocking her own 
client. Anya Cintron Stern posted the photo 
of leopard-print underwear that defendant 
Fermin Recalde’s family had given him, 
according to the Miami Herald. The Hialeah, 
Fla., man, 40, was on trial for the 2010 death 
of his girlfriend of two years. Prosecutors 
say he stabbed his girlfriend twice, allegedly 
killing her after he saw a love bite on her 
cheek. His family had brought clean clothes 
for him to wear in court, including the 
underwear that Stern photographed. Stern, 
31, who has refused to comment, reportedly 
posted a picture of the underwear on her FB 
page, saying that Recalde’s family believed the 
underwear was “proper attire for a trial.” She 
had also made another comment on her wall 
openly questioning her client’s innocence…
Requests for public comment related to the 
proposed changes to the local rules & forms 
of the Superior Court of California, County 
of Ventura for Jan. 1, 2013 may be had at 
www.ventura.courts.ca.gov and click “What’s 
New?” You have until Oct. 15 to comment…

Christina Shaffer gave birth to twins July 
23. Carter was 7.6 pounds and Chloe was 
5.7 pounds and both were about 20 inches. 
With an additional two-year old in the 
house, needless to say both mom and dad 
are exhausted…A Texas woman is suing 
the Dallas Cowboys and owner Jerry Jones, 
saying her buttocks were severely burned 
when she sat on a bench outside Cowboys 
Stadium. In a lawsuit filed in Tarrant 
County, Jennelle Carrillo said the black 
marble bench was in direct sunlight on a 
hot August afternoon before a Cowboys 
scrimmage last year. A weather official says 
the high temperature of the day was 101 
degrees. Carrillo’s lawyer, Michael Wash, 
said his client didn’t know the extent of the 
burns until after receiving medical attention. 
The lawsuit claims she was hospitalized and 
underwent skin grafts, and that there were 
no warnings about sitting on the benches 
in hot weather…Mark your calendars! Two 
new sections of the bar, Animal and Solo, 
will be hosting their first luncheons Oct. 10 
and 23 respectively. Come on out and show 
your support. Food, CLE, easy parking and 
great prices. Call Nadia at the bar, 650.7599, 
to register...

Faced with the possibility of a maximum 
20-year prison sentence after being found 
guilty of felony battery for allegedly forcing 
himself on a woman in his law office 
conference room last year, an Idaho attorney 
has taken a mid-trial plea to misdemeanor 
battery. John Prior, 50, will now face a 
maximum of six months in jail and a $1,000 
fine. Prior was indicted by a grand jury for 
felony batter with intent to commit rape 
after being accused of attacking a 20-year-
old woman who said she came to his office 
seeking a job and advice on a child-custody 
case. Prior’s lawyer, Scott Fouser, told the 
jury during opening statements that Prior 
paid the woman, who was in dire straits 
financially, for sex…

Steve Henderson has been the executive 
director and chief executive officer of the bar 
association and its affiliated organizations since 
November 1990. He continues to be an NFL 
replacement referee with dignity, but openly 
roots for the NO Saints. He may be reached 
at steve@vcba.org, FB, LinkedIn, Twitter at 
stevehendo1 or vcba1, or better yet, 650.7599.
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New things are happening at David Lehr Law

New Associate:
We are happy to announce the arrival of a 
new associate attorney,  Rachel Coleman.   
Rachel graduated from Ventura College of 
Law in January 2010.  Over the last two 
years, Rachel published several judicial 
profiles and legal articles in Citations. In her 
spare time, Rachel sits on the Citations 
editorial board and the Ventura County 
Barristers board. In addition, Rachel 
teaches at the UCSB Paralegal Extension 
Program.

Rachel Coleman, Esq. David Lehr, Esq.

Joseph Michael Lehr 
(12/14/11)

New Office (Same Building)
789 S. Victoria Ave. Suite 200

Ventura, CA 93003
(805) 477‐0070

New Baby Boy:
David and his wife
Jennifer welcomed 
their eighth baby.

In case you are not 
keeping score that’s 
five girls and three 

boys.

We would appreciate your criminal law referrals.


