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Continued on page 5

Balloons in the Courthouse. November is 
National Court Adoption and Permanency 
Month. On Friday, November 20, the 
month will be marked with a special 
adoption calendar at the Juvenile 
Courthouse (J6) on Vineyard.

The diverse team that does all it can for 
kids needing intervention and services 
in our county should take a moment 
and celebrate. Including judges, law 
enforcement, teachers, social workers, court 
workers, county counsel, public defenders, 
deputy district attorneys, private attorneys, 
psychologists and more, it speaks of who 
we are and what we care about most.  As 
it concerns the welfare of kids, we find a 
way to contort any budget and shoulder 
any burden.  

There are many stories. One person who 
cannot do enough for foster children is 
Chief Deputy Public Defender Rod 
Kodman.  He has reason to: he sees himself 
in their need. Rod was a foster child himself 
and credits “good people” who helped him 
– a foster mother, and others – along the way, 
by just taking the time to care. He also gives 
a nod to football. A good player, at home 
on the gridiron, it helped him focus. Not 
quite 18 and graduating from high school, 
Rod tells of trying to secure an apartment in 
Fresno where he planned to attend college. 
As a minor, no landlord would give him a 
lease. Feeling desperate, he explained his 
plight to a sympathetic apartment manager, 
and added that he would pay for one year 
in advance. That put him over the top. 

What Rod and his office, in collaboration 
with Juvenile Probation and the Human 
Services Agency, do, among other things, 
is assist foster children who “age out” 
but are in need of continued services 
and supervision. Some of these kids have 
had a rough go of it. Called “transitional 
jurisdiction” the program, made possible by 
changes to Welfare and Institutions Code 
§250 and with help from the Court, keeps 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN:

“There’s No Turning Back”
Everybody Wants to Rule the World,  Tears for Fears   1985

by William M.Grewe

William M.Grewe 
VCBA President
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AV Preeminent Rating
(5 out of 5)

AVVO Rated ‘Superb’
(10 out of 10)

BONGIOVI MEDIATION
Mediating Solutions since 1998

“�ere is no better

ambassador for the  

value of mediation than

Henry Bongiovi.”

HENRY J. BONGIOVI

Med ia to r   •   A rb i t r a to r   •   D i scove r y  Re fe ree

Conducting Mediations
throughout California

805.564.2115
www.henrybongiovi.com

kids in the juvenile system beyond age 18, 
as they transition. There are responsibilities 
tied to services that the non-minor 
dependent must fulfill which promote 
growth, responsibility and stability. 

There are over 50,000 foster kids in 
California. That is actually a good thing.  
For a long time – and not that long ago – 
abused and endangered kids were too-often 
left to fend for themselves or just endure.  
Not anymore. But with progress has come 
an increased need for foster parents. The 
kids have privacy rights so their stories 
cannot be told. They are not broken.  
Something we can do – as the court has no 
budget for advertising – is spread the word 
about the court-sponsored Adoption and 
Foster Care Information Fair which will 
be held at the Pacific View Mall in Ventura 
on Saturday Nov. 14 from noon to 3.  
Imagine if someone you tell or text tells 
someone who is able to open their home to 
a child. These kids actually give more than 
they get.  

Veterans Day,  Nov. 11. In my first year of 
practice, 1982, I represented a man born in 
the 1800s. He was a World War I veteran. 
As a soldier he would climb in the basket of 
a lighter-than-air balloon which, tethered 
to ropes, would rise just enough so that he 
could observe what the enemy was up to 
before quickly being pulled down to avoid 
enemy fire. He had no family. I talked to 
him about taking a ride to the veterans 
facility in Sepulveda where he could spend 
time with other vets and take in a Dodgers 
game or two. He declined, explaining – even 
that many years later – that “We infantry 
guys don’t go in for that sort of thing.”

That same year I met Judge George 
Perkovich (SBN 21732) now deceased, who 
was assigned to the Torrance Courthouse.  
He had been a bomber pilot in World War 
II fighting on two continents. Long before 
they were popular, he rode a Harley to work 
with his long gray hair blowing in the wind. 
I remember one day when his courtroom 
was standing-room only with attorneys 
spilling into the hall. It would be an all-day 
affair. He called a conservatorship matter 
and listened to two sides argue away before 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN:
Continued from page 3

211 Eas t  Anapamu •  San ta  Ba rba ra ,  CA  93101

Continued on page 11
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I met Laura Bartels in 2009 after Joe 
Strohman walked into my office and told 
me about Santa Clara Valley Legal Aid, 
which I had never heard of. That week I 
showed up to volunteer at Legal Aid and 
met her and the rest of the crew. Laura’s leg 
was in a cast because she had an adventure 
in a skiff crossing over a rough river bar to 
the ocean and broke her foot, but she still 
showed up that Thursday night to volunteer.

That was my first experience with Laura’s 
dedication to service and compassionate 
justice.  Nothing has changed in the six years 
that I’ve known her.

She still has adventures and she’s still the 
most caring person I know. She’s also a lot 
of fun. Since that time, I have sat in a field 
of jalapeños between our houses (she’s my 
neighbor), drinking champagne with her 
in the middle of the night, gone with her 
to every Colin Firth movie that came out, 
and played hooky and visited the Getty Villa 
during working hours. I probably should 
not admit that last one in print but oh well, 
I just did. She is now the recipient of the 
Ben E. Nordman award, the highest honor 
of our local bar association.  My reaction?

It’s about freaking time.

Known for her two decades of work with 
Fillmore’s Santa Clara Valley Legal Aid, 
Laura began volunteering there as an 

LAURA BARTELS WINS NORDMAN AWARD
by Leslie McAdam

attorney in 1997, “just a few days after I 
got my results” from the bar exam.  She’s 
been there ever since, acting as the director 
since 2002. This means two decades of 
volunteering every Thursday night during 
the school year. Laura is proud of the fact 
that most of the attorneys at SCVLA have 
received the State Bar’s Pro Bono Service 
Award; Laura received it in 2001 along with 
Debora Vierra, the Legal Aid’s founder.

SCVLA has served over 11,000 people 
since its inception.  It is unique as an all-
volunteer organization that relies exclusively 
on individual donations.  Laura describes 
the power of transformation at SCVLA 
– how the focused, active listening to 
people sharing their problems and giving 
them legal advice and hope, validates their 
concerns and liberates them toward change.  
She loves helping people because it is “so 
rewarding.” SCVLA provides information 
to the individuals and families who come; if 
necessary, individual matters are handled by 
the attorneys on their own.

I personally saw one family come to SCVLA 
who was getting evicted after living in the 
same place for years and years. They were 
given a sixty day notice and there really was 
no defense to the unlawful detainer. Laura 
was in tears at their story, and by the end 
of the evening, the father was comforting 
Laura, telling her that it would be okay, their 
family would find a home.

Her heart knows no bounds.

She started volunteering in the 1990s for 
the Los Angeles Episcopal Diocese, helping 
victims of clergy sexual misconduct. She 
observed first-hand “the transformative 
power of having the person tell their story 
and having someone listen and be an 
advocate.” Since then, she hasn’t stopped 
being of service.

She has been elected Bardsdale’s 
representative to the Valley Advisory 
Committee (a Santa Clara Valley land use 
advisory committee to the Ventura County 
Board of Supervisors), appointed to the 
Ventura County Planning Commission 
(including serving as chair), a member of the 
Santa Paula Hospital Board of Directors, a 
mentor for Ventura County Big Brother-
Big Sisters, a member of the Heritage Valley 
Tourism Bureau Board, President of the 
Ventura County Bar Association, and many, 
many other activities, including coaching 
Fillmore High School Mock Trial. Laura’s 
unique ability to immediately connect to 
people strengthens the bond created in 
serving others.

For four years she organized a winter coat 
drive in Fillmore, giving away around 1,800 
coats; this was the only time I have ever been 
Black Friday shopping: with Laura Bartels at 
3 in the morning, buying out Macy’s, Old 
Navy, and J.C. Penney’s. After the coat drive 
got too unwieldy, she still went to Walmart, 
bought as many soccer balls as would fit in 
her car (around fifty) and gave them out at 
Christmas.

Last year she actively participated in a 
local coalition in providing assistance to 
immigrant children fleeing from Central 
America, who were temporarily housed at 
Port Hueneme Naval Air Base.

Professionally and personally speaking, 
Laura has a rich history.  She grew up on 
the north Oregon Coast, daughter to a 
professional artist and professor father and 
gallery owner anthropologist mother on 
Neahkahnie Mountain north of Manzanita, 
in a house with no electricity, so there was 
no television. They used kerosene lamps 
and candles for light and a wood stove for 

Continued on page 9

Bartels Children in Peppers:  Hannah, Matthew and Nico
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Sometimes numbers are 
the only prints left behind.
Arxis Financial is a proven forensic accounting and litigation 

specialist. We will examine the financial data and help you 

determine the “bottom line.” Arxis provides financial and 

valuation analysis needed to resolve a variety of legal disputes 

from family court to civil, criminal, and probate courts. In many 

cases our experts can help you reach a settlement. If trial or 

arbitration is required we give you the support you need to win.

www.arxisfinancial.com
805.306.7890
Chris Hamilton, CPA, CFE, CVA

chamilton@arxisgroup.com
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heat. The refrigerator and water heater were 
powered by propane. To this day she hates 
camping.  After high school she attended 
Mount Holyoke College, the oldest women’s 
college in the country, with a degree in 
History and a minor in Women’s Studies. 

Laura’s ancestors settled in the Cayman 
Islands in the 1790s, and her family still 
has a presence there. When visiting the 
Caymans, she is appalled by the imbalance 
of poverty and wealth, noting that although 
the Caymans are known for banking and 
tourism, Jamaican service workers at five star 
hotels earn about four dollars a day. When 
she goes on her annual trips, she fills up a 
suitcase with supplies from the dollar store: 
eyeglasses, makeup, coloring books, school 
supplies, bandaids, and other items that 
are expensive there and distributes them. 
When she broached the idea of developing 
a legal access program for immigrant 
worker tenants in the Caymans who lived 
in cramped, appalling squalor, she was 
rebuffed by the parliamentarian who said 
“Tenant rights? There’s no such thing. We 
have LANDLORD rights.”

Husband Bill is the Ventura County Film 
Liaison and Laura’s supportive, caring and 
deeply loved partner.  Married 28 years ago, 
their 3 children are the fifth generation of 
Bartels who have grown up in the ranch 
house built by Bill’s great grandfather 100 
years ago.  Son Matthew (13) is an 8th grader 
at Fillmore Middle School;  Hannah (15) 
is a 10th grader at La Reina High School;  
and Nico (17) is a senior at Fillmore High 
School.  The family farm is currently planted 
to artichokes, but has grown jalapeños for 
Sriracha hot chili sauce, Brussels sprouts and 
navels and Valencias.

Laura started working for John Scoles 
in 1988 as a legal assistant. With his 
encouragement, she began studying law 
at Ventura College of Law in the mid-90s 
and took the February 1997 bar. With 
her paralegal  Joi Searson, office manager 
Andrea Davis, and office German Shepherds 
Twiggy and Brando,  she has an active 
probate and estate planning practice in 
Fillmore at Taylor, Scoles & Bartels which 
is celebrating 85 years of serving the families 
and farmers of the Santa Clara Valley.

Laura is quite the Foo Fighter fan, and 
thanks to family connections, Laura has 
seen, to date, 39 shows, in cities throughout 
California, as well as St. Louis, Atlantic City, 
New York, Kansas City, and even Germany. 
Recently her seats were on the stage with her 
mother, where the guitar techs had to walk 
around her. Besides the Foos, she is a licensed 
pilot and her hobbies are photography, 
activities with her children, cheering Le 
Tour de France and playing hooky with me.

She also collects handshakes with famous 
people. On her list so far: Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama, Hillary Clinton, Michelle Obama, 
Congresswomen Shirley Chisholm, guitarist 
Dave Grohl, writer Ram Dass, software 
guru Peter Norton, California Chief Justice 
Ronald George (ret.), California Supreme 
Court Justice Tani Cantil-Sakayue and 
singer Sheryl Crowe. Margaret Mead, the 
noted anthropologist, was a good friend 
of Laura’s mother and her famous quote 
seems to have seeped its way into the fiber of 
Laura’s being: “Never doubt a small group of 
thoughtful, committed citizens can change 
the world … indeed it is the only thing that 
ever has.”

Laura has received other honors and awards, 
including the Volunteer Lawyer Services 
Program award in 2001 and 2003, and the 
Holly Spevak Memorial Award from the 
Ventura County Women Lawyers in 2012.  
However, the Nordman award is truly a 
special honor.

I am proud of Laura and wholeheartedly 
believe that she deserves this recognition. 
She is the epitome of the selfless lawyer, the 
one who gives it all for her clients and the 
one who tirelessly works for justice. I am 
proud to call her my friend.

Leslie McAdam is a partner 
at Ferguson Case Orr 
Paterson LLP, where she 
handles business litigation, 
employment counsel and 
litigation, and real estate 

matters.  Leslie is a six-year veteran volunteer  
of Santa Clara Valley Legal Aid.

Gisele Goetz, Esq.
Mediator

(805) 895-5338
www.goetzbusinessmediations.com
giselegoetz@aol.com

Serving Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties
Member: State Bar of California, CIPA, VCBA, SBCBA

Where common sense 
and the law intersect.

Mediation

Business/Contract
Employment
Real Property

Personal Injury
Oil & Gas
Other

LAURA BARTELS WINS NORDMAN AWARD
Continued from page 7
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The Ventura Barristers have been busy as 
usual. The most recent Barristers event 
was the Judges’ Pizza Night, held at the 
beautiful and lively Peirano’s Restaurant 
in downtown Ventura on Oct. 15. The 
event was a success. Justice Steven Perren, 
Judges Harry Walsh, Jeff Bennett, Rocky 
Bio and Nancy Ayers were kind enough 
to give their time and show their support. 
The Barristers would like to thank each of 
the judges who were in attendance. Special 
thanks also go to California Young Lawyers 
Association (CYLA) and the Law Office of 
Ben Schuck & Katherine Becker, LLP for 
sponsoring this wonderful event. Katherine 
Becker is the Barristers’ current president.

Think you are a trivia master? Come test 
your knowledge at the upcoming Barristers 
Trivia Night. An always-popular event that 
is not to be missed, the bi-annual trivia night 
is a great way to get together with friends 
and colleagues and enjoy a friendly battle 
of wit. Hosted by Barristers board member 
Andrew Ellison, this month’s Trivia Night 
is set for Nov. 19 from 5:30-7:00 p.m. at 
Garman’s Restaurant and Irish Pub in Santa 
Paula.  It’s only ten dollars to participate so 
we hope to see you there!

The biggest news to report is that the 
Barristers have been working on putting 
together an exciting panel of speakers for the 
“Bridging the Gap” MCLE event at the Hall 
of Administration on Jan. 16. This program 
includes a number of specialty credits as well 
as general credits. This event is a great way to 
get those extra MCLE credits and to have the 
chance to mingle with your fellow Ventura 
attorneys. Speakers, topics and further 
information will be announced shortly.

It is also getting close to that time of year 
when bar exam results are announced. 
Results will be announced Friday, Nov. 20. 
The Barristers will be holding a reception 
on Dec. 1st at 3:00 PM for newly admitted 
members of the Bar. 

Lauren Wood is a partner at the Law 
Offices of Schurmer and Wood, specializing in 
personal injury and wrongful death matters. 
She is a Ventura Barristers Board Member and 
is also involved in the J.H.B. American Inns of 
Court, Jerome H. Berenson Chapter.

BARRISTERS’
CORNER
by Lauren Wood
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YEARS
1990-2015

A to Z Law 
Celebrates 25 Years

A to Z Law’s partners: Mark A. Zirbel, Gary D. Arnold, 
Dennis LaRochelle, Kendall A. VanConas and John M. Mathews
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01
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300 Esplanade Dr., Suite 100 • Oxnard • CA • 93036 • 805.988.9886 • www.atozlaw.com

Arnold LaRochelle Mathews VanConas & Zirbel LLP 
was established on Sept. 1, 1990. With 12 attorneys 
today, A to Z Law is proud to continue serving the 
community. 

VENTURA COUNTY 
BAR ASSOCIATION 
INSTALLATION AND

 AWARDS DINNER

Honoring

Laura V. Bartels
Recipient of the Ben E. Nordman 

Public Service Award

Saturday Evening 
November 21, 2015

Crowne Plaza Hotel
450 E. Harbor Blvd.

Ventura, California 93001

Joseph L. Strohman, Jr. 
Recipient of the Verna R. Kagan 

VCBA/VCLA, Inc. Pro Bono Award

Kathleen G. Nakos
Recipient of the James D. Loebl  

VCBA/VCLA, Inc. Pro Bono Award

T

T

insisting that the fellow who was the subject 
of the matter be brought forward.  Excuses 
were given that the man was not in the 
courtroom: he was wheelchair bound; he 
did not have the necessary focus; etc.   No 
matter – the courtroom stopped. The man 
was found and delivered and with a hush 
in the courtroom, Judge Perkovich and 
the elderly gentleman discussed baseball, 
gardening, and you name it.   Finally, 
Judge Perkovich said, “Sir, you are the 
most sensible person I have spoken to all 
morning.   Whomever you want to help 
you, that will be my order.”  And it was. 

Some who read this column will remember 
that Ventura attorney John Brown (SBN 
24228) is a WWII vet whose plane ditched 
in the Pacific, but whose life raft held until 
he was spotted and rescued. In 2010, the 
year he died, he would sit in his car in the 
court parking lot taking in bottled oxygen 

before heading to a courtroom, the picture 
of health, to make his appearance.

Nov. 21. VCBA Installation and Awards 
Banquet/Annual Dinner. Everything your 
local bar does is intended to make things 
better and easier for you. Thank you for 
being a part of it all. Our annual dinner is 
Nov. 21 at the Crowne Plaza in Ventura.  
I hope you can join us. Please consider 
supporting the silent auction which 
benefits Ventura County Legal Aid. Please 
contact Tom Hutchinson (thutchinson@
normandowler.com) or Amy Kiesewetter 
(ard@strausslawgroup.com) to donate an item.

Bill Grewe handles wrongful death, personal 
injury, employment law and workplace 
injury cases at Rose, Klein & Marias, 
LLP in Ventura. He can be reached at  
w.grewe@rkmlaw.net

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN:
Continued from page 5
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Group and Individual Health Insurance 
Business and Personal Life Insurance

(805) 497-7407   Fax: (805) 494-1363

Disability Income Insurance 
Business Overhead Expense

(805) 496-5537   Fax: (805) 496-5598

A s a significant benefit to our members...the Ventura County Bar 
Association has identified these Insurance and Financial Planning  
professionals to accommodate your insurance needs. These brokers  

are recognized for their integrity, knowledge and experience in serving the 
legal community. They can assist you in the areas of life, health, disability 
income, long-term care insurance, annuities and investments. You can obtain 
State and County Bar plans at discounted rates through these brokers. 

Lic. #0740274

Lic. # 0688916

Registered Representative Park Avenue Securities (PAS), 7 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004. Securities products and services offered 
through PAS, 1-888-600-4667, Member FINRA. PAS is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of The Guardian Life insurance Company 
of America. Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America, New York, NY and other fine insurance companies.

Securities offered through a registered represented of Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., Member FINRA.
Branch Office: 100 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 152, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 • (805) 496-4600

Barry A. Cane

Michael P. Kenney*, CLU

240 Lombard St., #100, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

www.kenneyins.com
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Racially restrictive covenants are contractual 
agreements that prohibit the purchase, lease, 
or occupation of a piece of property by a 
particular group of people. But why should 
I care if I have a racially restrictive covenant 
in my deed that purports to “sensibly 
restrict” conveyances to Anglos in an archaic 
attempt to “save the neighborhood”? After 

IS YOUR HOUSE HAUNTED BY VESTIGES OF DISCRIMINATION?
by Rabiah Rahman and Panda Kroll 

all, the covenant no longer prevents me 
from conveying my interest to non-
White persons, for example, persons of 
“Semitic,” “Mongolian,” or  “Ethiopian” 
descent, because, as we all know, racist 
covenants are unenforceable. Less well-
known: Homeowners who wish to remove 
this archaic language have an easy fix. 

Here’s an example of one of the more 
common racially restrictive covenants in 
property deeds on file with the Ventura 
County recorder, which a homeowner may 
wish to remove from his or her deed:

“No persons of any race except the white 
race shall use or occupy any building on 
any lot except that this covenant shall not 
prevent occupancy by domestic servants of 
a different race employed by an owner or 
tenant.” 

This article gives a timeline ranging from 
the legality of racially restrictive covenants 
to the current attempts to remove them 
from our deeds. Next month, a second 
article will give examples of Ventura 
County deeds that – to this day – contain 
covenants with prejudicial language, as 
well as a legislative fix intended to give 
homeowners the means to “cure” such 
deeds and remove the offending language.

1917: In Buchanan v. Warley, the U.S. 
Supreme Court declares municipally-
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mandated racial zoning unconstitutional, 
thus giving rise to the practice of private 
agreements, such as racially restricted 
covenants, which enables developers to 
perpetuate residential segregation. 

1920s-1948: Racially restricted covenants 
by private parties are normalized after the 
U.S. Supreme Court validated their use 
in Corrigan v. Buckley. These covenants 
are used nationwide to prevent people 
of color from purchasing homes in white 
communities.

1948: In the landmark case of Shelly v. 
Kraemer, a Missouri neighborhood tries to 
undo the sale of a home to a black family 
due to a covenant stating that no home 
was to be sold to any person “of the Negro 
or Mongolian Race.” The U.S. Supreme 
Court overturns Buchanan by holding that 
the 14th Amendment’s guarantee of equal 
protection prohibits courts, as state actors, 
from enforcing racially restrictive covenants 
resulting in the deprivation of property. 

1948-1963: Despite being “unenforceable,” 
developers continue to insert racially 
restrictive covenants in deeds, in an effort 
to maintain unofficial racial segregation. 

1963-1968: The California legislature 
passes the California Fair Housing 
Act, better known as the Rumford Act, 
prohibiting California property owners 
from discriminating based on race. The Act 
takes its name from its author, Democratic 
Assemblyman Byron Rumford, an African-
American legislator from Berkeley. In 
1964, however, the California Real 
Estate Association sponsors the infamous 
Proposition 14, a referendum that passed 
2-1, in an unabashed attempt to repeal the 
Rumford Act. 

Proposition 14 purported to amend the 
California Constitution as follows: 

Neither the State nor any subdivision or 
agency thereof shall deny, limit or abridge, 
directly or indirectly, the right of any 
person, who is willing or desires to sell, lease 

or rent any part or all of his real property, to 
decline to sell, lease or rent such property to 
such person or persons as he, in his absolute 
discretion, chooses.

In response, the federal government cut off 
housing funds to California. Proposition 14 
is cited as one of the catalysts for the Watts 
riots of 1965, and the basis for Governor Pat 
Brown’s 1966 defeat in his gubernatorial 
re-election bid. Brown referred to 
Proposition 14 as a “cudgel of bigotry.” In 
contrast, the victor in the election, Ronald 
Reagan, supported Proposition 14, based 
on his view of property rights. Reagan 
referred to the Rumford Act as an attempt 
“to give one segment of our population a 
right at the expense of the basic rights of 
all our citizens.” Ultimately, the California 
Supreme Court struck Proposition 14 as 
unconstitutional under the equal protection 
clause of the federal Constitution, and the 
U.S. Supreme Court affirmed that ruling in 
Reitman v. Mulkey (1967).

 

YOUR ESTATE ASSISTANT, LLC 
Estate Clean Out Services & Aging Adult Transition Solutions 

Executors, Administrators, 
& Family faced with the 

daunting task of an  
Estate Clean Out rely on us 
for ethical, organized and 

professional help.   

Family Members seeking 
assistance with Downsizing 

or Relocating a Parent  
or Aging Adult rely on us  

to provide guidance,  
patience and TLC.  

Beth Sutherland, MA 
Founder & Principal Assistant 

(805) 861-8341 
 

           yourestateassistant.org                 yourestateassistant@gmail.com                    (805) 861-8341 

Bonded & Insured 

Continued on page 17
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JACOBS & JACOBS
ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
TAX PROFESSIONALS SINCE 1944
THERE’S NO SUBSTITUTE FOR 

EXPERIENCE & EXPERTISE

• TRUSTEE & EXECUTOR SERVICES 
• TRUST & PROBATE ACCOUNTING
• FIDUCIARY INCOME TAX RETURNS
• ESTATE TAX RETURNS
• ESTATE PLANNING
• ELDERCARE SERVICES

 OJAI THOUSAND OAKS
 (805) 646-4321 (805) 497-4007

 JOHN JACOBS, CPA GREGG BURT, CPA PAUL THOMAS, CPA 

Colleges of Law 
Approved to Make 
Federally-Guaranteed 
Loans

The U.S. Department of Education has 
approved the as a Title IV institution, 
allowing COL students to access direct 
loans guaranteed by the federal government 
through the Title IV program. The next 
enrollment start for the J.D. program at 
COL is spring 2016. Applications are 
currently being accepted. 
.
“It’s been a historic year for the Colleges,” 
said newly-appointed COL Executive 
Director Matthew Nehmer. “We began by 
celebrating our 45th anniversary as a leading 
regional provider of legal education to the 
community. Next came initial regional 
accreditation by [the Western Association 
of Schools and Colleges]  and now Title IV.”

COL is also accredited by the Committee 
of Bar Examiners of The State Bar of 
California. In 2010, the law school became 
an affiliate partner of TCS Education 
System, a Chicago-based consortium of 
nonprofit higher education institutions. 
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805-320-1206 

Your Real Estate Advisor 
for Buying, Selling or 

Investing! 
 Investment Properties 
 Trust and Probate Sales 
 Bankruptcy and Divorce 

Sales 

Can provide valuations within 48 hours! 

Office: (805) 477-4288 
Fax: (805) 644-8278 
teamdembowski@yahoo.com 
www.teamdembowski.com 

4574 Market St. 2B 
Ventura, CA 93003 

BRE Lic. #01441424 

300 East Esplanade Drive, Suite 1980 Oxnard, CA 93036  
Phone: (805) 764-6370 

www.rstlegal.com 
WWinfield@rstlegal.com 

Applying 30 years of experience  representing 
creditors, debtors, trustees, custodians, assignees 

and receivers in all forms of insolvency and 
assignments, Bill Winfield is now accepting 

nominations to act as a court appointed Receiver. 

Member – California Receiver’s Forum, American 
Bankruptcy Institute  

Board Certified – Business Bankruptcy, American 
Board of Certification  

Court Appointed Receiver  

WILLIAM WINFIELD 

1968: Under the federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1968, passed by Congress days after the 
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
the inclusion of new racially-restrictive 
covenants into deeds is finally deemed 
illegal, although their vestiges can be found 
within the language of many deeds even 
today.

2000: California legislature amends the Fair 
Employment & Housing Act (“FEHA”) 
to provide a process for removing racially 
restrictive covenants from deeds. Also 
under the new law, any person who records 
a document for the express purpose of 
adding a racially restrictive covenant is 
guilty of a misdemeanor. (Gov. Code  
§12956.1(c).)

2006: California legislature transfers 
responsibility for the restrictive covenant 
removal program from FEHA to county 
recorders, advising that such public officials 
make available to the public ‘Restrictive 
Covenant Modification’ forms. (Gov. 
Code §12956.2(e).) After Jan. 1, 2006, any 
person holding an ownership interest of 
record in a property that he or she believes is 
the subject of an illegal restrictive covenant 
may record a document titled “Restrictive 
Covenant Modification” with the county 
recorder in the county in which the subject 
property is located. 

As a result, many counties in California 
have published forms for homeowners 
to quickly and easily modify their deeds, 
pursuant to the 2006 law. 

Stay tuned: What is the process for 
removing racially restrictive language 
from deeds in Ventura County, and 
which Ventura County deeds are most 
likely to contain such language?

Rabiah Rahman is an attorney in Port 
Hueneme.

Panda Kroll is an attorney at Benton, Orr, 
Duval & Buckingham and a member of 
CITATIONS’ editorial board.

IS YOUR HOUSE HAUNTED BY 
VESTIGES OF DISCRIMINATION?
Continued from page 15



18  CITATIONS   •   NOVEMBER  2015



NOVEMBER  2015   •   CITATIONS  19       

Take a moment and think about the mentors 
you’ve had in your life and how they helped 
you become an attorney. How different 
would your career be without them?  Would 
you even have the career you do? I’m writing 
to persuade you to pay forward the enormous 
leg up that your own mentor(s) gave you: 
join the Ventura College Pathway to Law 
School Program – either as a designated 
member of our advisory council, or as an ad 
hoc member of our attorney network.

I had two mentors; both were attorneys. The 
first was corporate counsel to my employer, 
and I was a temp with no professional skills, 
hired to make copies. When a legal assistant 
left abruptly, the company selected me 
to fill her chair. My singular skill: I could 
type. I can still remember one of my very 
first meetings with counsel, when she said: 
“Someone once gave me a chance, took me 
on and taught me what I know now; I want 
to do the same for you.”

My second mentor came into my life later, 
after graduate school when I worked odd 
hours teaching history at Ventura College as 
an adjunct. My day job was as a paralegal. 
When I started I envisioned this as a 
temporary situation – just biding my time 
until my “real” career as a teacher started. I 
stayed 9 years.  

It would be impossible to enumerate all that 
I learned from these two mentors. Without 
either of them, the whole trajectory of my 
professional life changes. No doubt each of 
you reading this has a similar story to tell 
about your own mentor. 

Ventura College’s Pathway to Law School

Although California is a majority-minority 
state with 60 percent of its population made 
up of persons from racial-ethnic minority 
groups, the California Bar does not reflect 
the diversity of the general population (only 
20% are minority lawyers). In 2006, the 
State Bar created the Diversity Pipeline Task 
Force to review best practices for diversity 
programs from pre-school to the legal 
profession. In 2007 the State Bar Council on 
Access and Fairness was launched. 

The Council became the “think tank” for the 
State Bar and had a strategic plan to tackle 

barriers to diversifying the profession. It 
has become a national leader in launching 
projects that are “boots on the ground” 
programs for diversity in the legal 
profession. The Community College 
Pathway to Law School is one such 
program.  

At Ventura College, the Pathway to 
Law School Program will provide a 
clear pathway for students to follow 
from community college, to a four-year 
university, to law school. Support services 
for students will include early exposure 
to law practice and law schools including 
on-campus visits and classroom sit-ins, 
job shadowing with law professionals, 
internships, and mentoring and support 
from faculty.

In addition to these support services, 
students in the Pathway to Law School 
Program complete seven general education 
courses based on a defined set of “success 
factors” that help make effective lawyers: 
English Composition and Critical 
Thinking, Argumentation and Debate, 
and Street Law among others. Students 
who complete the required curriculum 
are designated Council On Access and 
Fairness (COAS) Scholars. Students also 

receive fee waivers for the LSAT and law 
school application fees. At present, there 
are six participating law schools which will 
give consideration to COAS: University of 
Southern California Gould School of Law, 
University of San Francisco School of Law, 
UC Davis School of Law, UC Irvine School 
of Law, Santa Clara University School of 
Law, and Loyola Law School.

Pay It Forward

What am I actually asking of you? For those 
who join our advisory council (we have 
eight commitments and hope for four-to-
seven more), we would request a minimum 
two-year commitment. In those two years 
you would participate in two 1-hour 
meetings per school year (one in fall and one 
in spring). You are our subject experts for 
the legal profession, suggesting internship 
and service learning opportunities for our 
students, and providing guidance to faculty 
and staff as to how best to support our 
aspiring lawyer-students.  

Ad hoc members of our attorney network 
are student resources. You are occasionally 
available to students for informational 

Ventura College Pathway to Law School Program
by Colleen M. Coffey

Continued on page 20
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interviews and guidance as your schedule 
permits or when your expertise aligns with 
a student’s intended field of study. You can 
be very involved or minimally involved as 
you wish. Either way, I would like your 
number in my Rolodex.  

Every year, thousands of talented and 
promising students leak out of the education 
pipeline between community college and 
law school. Poor and working class students, 
first generation students, students of color, 
students with disabilities, veterans, and 
those with work and family responsibilities 
are particularly at risk. Why? Because they 
lack mentoring, financial resources, and 
information about what is needed to gain 
admission and succeed in law school.  

You can be part of the solution to what 
the California Bar has long recognized as a 
significant problem. You can be the change 
we all agree needs to take place in our 
little corner of the world. A diverse legal 
profession and judicial system is more than 
a priority for public trust and confidence 
and the appearance of fairness in the 
courts. Lawyers are also a majority of elected 
officials and leaders – locally, statewide and 
nationally. A bar that reflects the diversity of 
California ensures that diverse interests are 
taken into consideration and represented 
in public policy and other critical decisions 
affecting our communities. 

Please join us for our inaugural advisory 
council meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 11 
from 8:30-9:30a.m., in the Campus 
Center Conference Room at Ventura 
College.  Coffee & pastries will be served. 
We will educate prospective Advisory 
Council and ad hoc members on roles and 
responsibilities and give you a sense of the 
impact you will have on the lives of students 
to give them a dream that may not have 
been possible before this initiative.  Don’t 
assume someone else will do it; please join 
us – we need you.

Colleen M. Coffey is Associate Professor of 
History and faculty lead for the Pathway to 
Law School Program at Ventura College.  
She can be reached at (805) 289-6194 or 
ccoffey@vcccd.edu.

Ventura College Pathway  to 
Law School Program
Continued from page 20
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Elegant Affordable  
Single Furnished Offices

• Full Time Offices
• Part Time Offices
• Hourly Offices 
• Daily Offices 
• 3 Conference Rooms 
• Video Conferencing
• Training Rooms up to 80 people

Call Mary today 
805.351.3700 
 

www.rpexecutivesuites.com 
mary@rpexecutivesuites.com

Video Conferencing  

$65. Per Hour

“Full Service Office Suites 
for the Attorney”

1000 Town Center Drive #300, Oxnard, CA 93036

(Conference Room rental additional)

Classifieds

HELP WANTED

West lake  v i l lage  law f i rm seeks 
secretary/legal assistant. Well established  
(30 yr) busy law firm seeks well qualified 
legal secretary/assistant for litigation and 
transactional. Exciting career opportunity.  
Experience with Windows, Microsoft 
Outlook, WordPerfect, Word, Excel, 
LegalSolutions, Timeslips. Email resume 
in confidence to sam@silverandarsht.com. 

irwin r. “rob” miller esq.
mediation • arbitration

Want to settle that case?
A trial lawyer for over 35 years, I have

successfully tried and settled
million and multi-million dollar cases.

My experience and training will 
help settle your cases.

• J.D. Univ. of Cincinnati-Law Review Editor
• ”AV” Rated Martindale-Hubbell
• Pepperdine Univ. School of Law-Straus Institute
• Arbitration Panel Ventura County
• Ventura Center for Dispute Settlement
• Member of VCBA, LACBA
• Past President Hollywood Bar Association
• Million and Multi-Million Dollar Advocates Forum

(805) 485-2700 Fax (805) 485-2751
Email: irmmediation@aol.com  • Web: IRMlaw.net 

300 Esplanade Drive, Suite 1760  • Oxnard, CA 93036

irwin r. “rob” miller esq.
mediation • arbitration

(805) 486-2100  Fax: (805) 486-2188

235 West Seventh St., Oxnard, California 93030

Email: irmmediation@aol.com  • www.www.irwinrrobmiller.com
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   ERISA Disability and Life Insurance 
 
 

Representing claimants in the denial of group 
 disability and life insurance claims. 

 
 
 

Tracy Collins 
Attorney At Law 
5739 Kanan Road,  

Suite 415  
Agoura Hills, CA 91301  
tracy@tracycollins.com 

(818) 889-2441 
Referral fees paid in accordance with  
Professional Rule of Conduct 2-200.   
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Exec’s Dot…Dot…Dot… 
by Steve Henderson, Executive Director, M.A., CAE

The James 
M c G a h a n 
Award for 
Excellence was 
presented by 
the Hon. Tari 
Cody, President 
of the Jerome 
H. Berenson 
Inn of Court, 

during the regular monthly meeting October 
8 at the Saticoy Country Club. The Award 
was given to Team #3 for their presentation 
during the 2014-2015 campaign. The 
members of the team included Richard 
Hanawalt, James Vaughn, Karen 
Darnall, John Hribar, Lauren Sims, Tom 
Adams, Carol Mack, Ali Talai and Cesar 
Libanati. Program title? “Four Bickering 
Attorneys in a VW Bus…and ONE DEAD 
ONE.” There remains a few openings in 
the Inn of Court this year and you may 
contact Katie Clunen, President-Elect, for 
details at 497.7474 or katiec@dionlawgroup.
com… A suspended Massachusetts lawyer 
has been charged with prostitution after a 
police investigated a report by a suspicious 
neighbor and found online review of both 
the lawyer’s legal and escort services. The 
suspended lawyer, Karen Andrede, 51, has 
been released on personal recognizance. She 
used the name of Rose and police began 
investigating her in March when a neighbor 
of Andrade’s complained that middle-aged 
men were frequently visiting her home…

Congrats are in order to Chris Beck, 
General Counsel for the Housing of the 
City of San Buenaventura. He became a 
daddy for the first time and momma Nicole 
and little one, Christopher, doing well. 
Christopher was born July 31 weighing-in 

at 7 pounds, 2 ounces 
…Spend much time 
in front of SCOTUS? 
The new season began 
October 5 and it opened 
with a bang. Lawyers 
admitted to practice 

in SCOTUS have a special line in which 
they can stand if they want to hear an oral 
argument in person, they need not mingle 
with the great unwashed. Traditionally, 
SCOTUS bar members could, and often 
did, hire professional line standers to hold 
their place in line, so that they didn’t have 
to actually have to show up until shortly 
before, even if, for a particularly big 
argument, the line began to form the day 
before. SCOTUS has banned that practice. 
The separate line for SCOTUS-admitted 
lawyers still exists, but you've got to  

stand in line 
y o u r s e l f , 
you can’t 
use a line 
s t ande r…
Go to 
LATimes .

com for a great story to accompany this 
photo of street justice in 1926…There’s 
a job available with the United States 
District Court, Central District. Pro Se 
Staff Attorney. $65,000-$142,000. www.
cacduscourts.gov...

Thanks to Tom Olson, 
this is worth a looksee-
w w w . c o u r t s . c a . g o v /
o p i n i o n s / d o c u m e n t s /
B253538.pdf…A sheriff 
in Maine has apologized 
to a pair of female lawyers 

who were told they needed to take off their 
underwire bras at jail to avoid setting off 
the metal detector if they wanted to talk 
to their incarcerated clients. Cumberland 
County Sheriff Kevin Joyse said that he 
accepts “complete responsibility” for the 
actions of deputies who spoke with the 

lawyers. The lawyers refused to comply 
with the request and left. Joyce also said the 
possibility of contraband slipping into the 
jail is a serious concern and that is why jail 
workers take security scan very seriously. 
He says in the future, deputies will resolve 
similar situations using a metal detecting 

wand…Don Greenberg 
has been elected to the 
Board of the Lions Sight 
and Hearing Foundation 
of Southern California. 
The Foundation arranges 
for cataract and retinal 

eye surgeries for low income persons 
who do not qualify for Medi-Cal or have 
insurance coverage. It also provides hearing 
aid for eligible low income persons—a 
significant, growing need among our aging 
population. Don was also a candidate for 
the Ben E. Nordman Award this year…
Remember—Nov. 5th is National Men 
Make Dinner Day, while the 6th is the 
World Championship Pumpkin Chunkin 
Day and the 30th marks Cyber Shopping 
Day…

Do mark your calendar for our Annual 
Installations and Awards Dinner honoring 
some real quality people, Laura Bartels, 
Joe Strohman and Kathleen Nakos. It’s  
Nov. 21 at the Crowne Plaza in Ventura. 
Special shout-out to Silent Auction 
co-chairs Amy Keisewetter and Tom 
Hutchinson for their efforts in raising 
money for Ventura County Legal Aid, 
Inc. President William Grewe will host the 
show starting at 6:00 p.m. 

Steve Henderson has been the executive 
director and chief executive officer of the bar 
association and its affiliated organizations 
since November 1990. He will be celebrating 
his 10 years on the job by you all cutting a 
check to the VCLA, Inc. in the amount of 
$25 or a six-pack of Stella Artois, whatever 
comes easiest. He will be spending the 
holiday weekend at the Love Ranch South 
in Las Vegas. He may be reached at steve@
vcba.org, Twitter at stevehendo1, LinkedIn, 
FB, Instagram at steve_hendo or better yet, 
650.7599.



Seven convenient Southern
California locations to serve you

Van Nuys Downtown LA Ontario

West LA San BernardinoSanta Barbara

Ventura

Call us to book your next DEPO! 800-43-DEPOS
www.personalcourtreporters.com

Client Trial War Rooms

Across the street from the Courthouse
Downtown L.A. - San Bernardino - Van Nuys
Secure conference rooms for you and your clients to strategize, 

refresh and relax throughout your trial. Catering, WiFi and Parking 
available. It’s like having your own office at the Court, FOR FREE. 

Call 800-43-DEPOS 
or email info@personalcourtreporters.com for details. 

COURT REPORTERS, INC.
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CITATIONS
Ventura County Bar Association
4475 Market Street, Suite B 
Ventura, CA 93003
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OXNARD, CA 93030

Decades of trial experience
We appreciate your civil and criminal referrals!

Email:David@LehrLemmon.com
Email:Peter@LehrLemmon.com 

805-477-0070 

David Lehr Law and Lemmon Land & Law have joined forces! 
Find us on the web at: 

www.VenturaCrime.com 
www.Ventura-DUI.com 

Coming very soon: 
www.FullServiceAttorneys.com 

www.VenturaInjuryAccidentAttorney.com 


