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“We share a life's worth.’

You've worked hard to build a wonderful life together.

To preserve and grow what you've earned takes expert financial advice and
comprehensive personalized planning, the kind provided by the experienced
Wealth Management team at Montecito Bank & Trust.

Protecting what you value most in life — one of the many
Paths to prosperity® you'll find at Montecito Bank & Trust.

What's your path?

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Trust Services

Estate Services

Investment Management Paths to prosperity

Philanthropic Services

Advisory Services MOl’]teCltO
Bank & Trust”

Visit us on the web at montecito.com
Santa Barbara (805) 564-0219 * Solvang (805) 686-8620 * Ventura & Westlake Village (805) 794-2637




DECEMBER 2012 < CITATIONS 3

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: A YEAR TO REMEMBER AND

TO THANK ALL THOSE WHO MAKE VCBA GREAT

By Dien Le

s I look back on my year as Ventura

County Bar Association President, I
can't help but reflect on the 130+ meetings
and 3,374 miles (but who’s counting?)
driving back and forth from East and West
Ventura County to attend all those meetings
and events. It’s hard to believe that my “reign
of terror” (as Steve puts it) is finally over.

Like everything else, VCBA has nor been
immune to the downturn in the economy.
This has been a challenging year faced with
a significant budget shortfall caused by a
$36,000 decrease in revenue from four line
items: membership ($5,000); arbitrations
($3,000); Lawyer Referral & Information
Service (LRIS) client fees ($15,000); and
LRIS personal injury awards ($13,000).
Unfortunately as a result, we have had to
make some difficult decisions and have
implemented some cost saving measures,
which have had a serious impact on VCBA
staff, including: 20 percent workforce
reduction in terms of office hours (VCBA
office is now closed all Fridays and is
only open until 4 pm Monday through
Thursday); eliminating health benefits;
eliminating training, travel and professional
development; and reducing the number
of pages in CITATIONS. While some of
these budget problems are outside our
control, one thing that we can focus on
and do something about is membership.
A few months ago, VCBA formed a new
Membership Committee chaired by Doug
Goldwater to come up with strategies to
retain and more importantly to increase
membership. This committee is comprised
of many current VCBA Board of Directors as
well as Barristers Board members who bring
with them a lot of enthusiasm and ideas.

Similarly, VCBA’s award-winning pro-
bono program, Volunteer Lawyers Services
Program (VLSP), has been struggling over
the years to maintain its level of funding
due to the elimination of one key grant
source (the Annenberg Foundation) that
had previously kept VLSP operating.
Thanks to the generosity of many local
firms and individuals who have made annual
contributions to our capital raising campaign
(spearheaded by Jon Light in 2011),
VLSP is now completely funded by private

donations. Because VLSP cannot survive
long term on donations alone, a Grants
Committee was formed this year, chaired
by VCBA past president Don Hurley with
the assistance of Christina Stokholm and
Alyse Lazar. We hope that production of
a DVD showcasing VLSP will be helpful
in seeking future grants. Christina is also
working to secure our share of a previously
untapped funding source through the State
Bar’s Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts

(IOLTA).

I am confident that VCBA and VLSP will
overcome these continuing budget issues and
become even stronger under the leadership
of incoming president Joel Mark (2013),
followed by Laura Bartels (2014), and
then Alvan Arzu (2015). I know that the
future of VCBA is bright in their extremely
capable hands.

If there is one thing that I've enjoyed the
most this year, it’s been getting to know
VCBA’s 35 sections, committees, affiliates
and friends. It’s been a privilege and
wonderful opportunity to meet all the
dedicated and caring leaders and members
of our bar, and to witness first hand all
their efforts in making a difference. I am
impressed and proud by what all of us
have been able to accomplish by working
together: from reviving inactive sections,
forming new sections, committees and the
Ventura County Diversity Bar Alliance, to
developing partnerships with the bench,
law enforcement and local officials to
keep open the East County Courthouse
and ensure access to justice. All of this
has been possible due the strong spirit of
collaboration that exists in our community.
We are truly fortunate to live and work in
Ventura County.

This memorable experience could not have
been possible without the many people
who made my job much easier this year.
First and foremost, I want to express my
heartfelt and sincere appreciation to our
fearless Executive Director Steve Henderson
and his loyal and hardworking staff — Alice
Duran, Alex Varela-Guerra, and Nadia
Avila (who recently returned to fill the
position left by Celene Valenzuela). While

presidents come and go, it is Steve and the
VCBA staff that we can always depend upon
to make the transition and process seamless.
They often do not get the recognition they
deserve for everything they do (and always
with a kind smile) to ensure that things
run smoothly. Then, there is Verna Kagan
(VLSP Program Manager) and her team of
Emeritus Attorneys who volunteer countless
hours assisting the public with numerous
pro bono matters. Thanks to my fellow
Executive Committee — President-Elect
Joel, Secretary-Treasurer Laura, Immediate
Past President Joe Strohman, and again
Steve — for all their supporting efforts,
guidance, and encouragement in helping
me achieve my goals. I would be remiss
if I didn’t thank Managing Editor Wendy
Lascher and her C/TATIONS Editorial
Board, including our graphics/production
guru J.P. McWiaters, for all the leeway in my
president’s message (despite often exceeding
the allotted word count), and never failing
each month to produce a well-polished, fresh
and interesting publication. It has been a
pleasure working with all of these fine folks.
I also would like to thank my firm partners
for putting up with me for being out of
the office and for all my non-billable hours
in order to fulfill my bar responsibilities.
Finally, special thanks to my wife for her
patience, understanding, and for always
supporting me no matter what.

Thank you again for the humbling honor
of representing our members and serving as
president of this amazing organization!

Dien Le is a partner at
Westlake Village-based
Sullivan Taketa LLD,
where he represents clients
in business litigation,
employment litigation,
real property litigation
' and appellate matters in
both federal and state courss. He also assists
clients with registration of trademarks and
copyrights.
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Court Appointed Receiver/Referee

“Mr. Nielson is more than just a pretty face. NEED

He is one of our best receivers.”

(Hon. John J. Hunter, October 9, 1999) CLIENTS?

: : . : Become a member
The querlor Court has appointed Mr. Nlelsgn in over 400 cases and let the LRIS
involving the sale of real property, partnership or business .
dissolutions, partition actions and matters requiring a referee. get clients for you!

LINDSAY F. NIELSON
Attorney at Law

Member — California Receiver Forum

Email: nielsonlaw@aol.com
For more information call Alex Varela

845 E. Santa Clara, Ventura, CA 93001 (805) 650-7599
(805) 658-0977

www.vcba.org

Computer Forensics Services o Investigative Services

e Legal preservation of Information (ESI) such as:
computers, servers, email, and mobile devices.

Data culling for relevant or discoverable information.

Forensic analysis of both relevant information and metadata.

Translate complex digital forensic evidence into Layperson’s terms.

Case consultations, review and analysis
Witness identification, interviews, and documentation.
Scene examinations along with required reports

Experienced expert witness testimony in personnel matters,
civil disputes, and criminal investigations.

* ELECTRONIC STORAGE INFORMATION (ESI) FINANCIALS / ACCOUNTING INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

b 1 , B S i

HADRON PROVIDES CONFIDENTIAL COMPLIMENTARY INITIAL CONSULTATIONS
Contact us at 805-988-1177 ]T.IW' -.)JD' §N
or email: inquires®HCFornensics.com LJU() b\
COMPUTER FORENSICS

for all your digital and investigative requirements.




F amily law attorney Harveen S. Simpkins
shares the honor of recipient of the
James D. Loebl VCBA/VLSP Inc. Pro Bono
Award with Santa Clara Valley Legal Aid’s
Leslie McAdam.

“What I do is so rewarding, I feel rather
embarrassed to receive this award because
as lawyers, we should all be helping people,”
Harveen says. As a child in India watching
a Perry Mason-like movie on television,
Harveen was so inspired by seeing a lawyer
protecting the rights of the poor, the
oppressed and the powerless that the bold
ten-year-old declared to her mother, “Mom,
I'm going to be a lawyer.”

“Well,” her mother concluded, “You like to
argue enough, that’s probably a good job
for you!”

After earning a bachelor’s degree in
psychology, it was during Harveen's career
in counseling and social work where she
was exposed to children’s issues. Often as a
children’s social worker she would be called
to testify in court for the children. These
experiences built Harveen’s interest in
custody and visitation issues and prompted
her to pursue a law degree from the Ventura
College of Law, so she could really advocate
what was right for the children, who often
were being used as pawns by their divorcing
parents.

Harveen feels very honored to be able to
help those in need. Out for dinner with her
husband recently, after being seated Harveen
was approached by the waitress.
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SIMPKINS SHARES IN PRO-BONO PRIZE

By Laura Bartels

“Oh my god, Harveen, do you remember
me?” the waitress exclaimed. “Six years
ago, when no one would help me, and my
ex-husband was going to take away my
children, you helped me. The children are
thriving now. Thank you so much!”

Harveen’s background helps her handle
family law issues, says Emeritus Attorney
Verna Kagan.

“Her experience gives her a position to give
advice that is both sociological and legal,”
Kagan says. “Harveen has taken 20 cases in
the past four years. Harveen is an example of
the kind of person who embodies the VCBA/
VLSP Pro Bono Award. An attorney who
does so much pro-bono work she should be
recognized.”

Harveen concludes that you reap what
you sow.

“The people who really should be thanked
and acknowledged are the people of the
Ventura County Bar Association who work
so hard to persuade attorneys to take cases,”
Harveen says. “Really, I get so much more
from this than I give.”

Married to Hyrum for over twenty years,
with two sons, Harveen has a private family
law practice in Oxnard.

Laura Bartels is the
current Secretary-
Treasurer of the Bar
Association with a
practice in Santa Paula.

11TH Hour MEDIATION

It’s never too late to mediate.

g
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DAVID M. KAREN, ESQ.
Mediator and Active Trial Attorney
26 year Plaintiff And Defense Litigator
dk@dk4law.com
(805) 988-4728

DK Law Group

CAN’T SETTLE?
GOT TRIAL?

Accepting Civil Trial
Referrals/Associations of Counsel

DK4LAW.com
11 THHOURMEDIATION.COM
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Streamlined
] A h
Hon. David W. Long e
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Cost Effective

(Fee Structures for Every Size
Case; No Add-On Charges)

Continuing the

VicToRrIA LINDENAUER, Eso.
MEDIATOR

tradition of excellence
in mediation and
arbitration since 1986

Over 25 years Pl litigation on
the Central Coast

Trained Mediator- Straus
Institute, Pepperdine Univ.

Member:
Creative Dispute Resolution S e
EST. BY PAUL D. FRITZ, ESQ. (1941-2011) CAALA

Settlement Master, SB Superior Ct.

877-237-4237 (805) 730-1959

WWW.LINDENAUERMEDIATION.COM

CDRJudgeLong.com - CDRJudgeLong@gmail.com

FREE QUOTE

LION STREET LITIGATION SUPPORT ESERISLLE

(855) 864-6339

SCANNING e DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT e CASSETTE DIGITIZING + REPAIR

Scanning & Document Management Support

We have substantial experience converting voluminous files or documents into readily

manageable digital format. We can d|git|ze

If you need, we can thereafter index, paginate, replicate, search, secure, or sort that tapes faster than
data in a variety of digital formats or retrieve just those documents that fit the criteria . th
you define. Or, we can train you or your staff to do all or part of these tasks. anyone in € area.

We would like to serve as your expandable back room staff, ready to serve when you
need the help, without adding to your overhead, paralegal staff, equipment, or IT
support needs. There is no charge for our consulting services on your initial call, so
please contact us today.

855-864-6339 « support@lionstreetlitigationsupport.com ¢ lionstreetlitigationsupport.com



In generations past, the specter of lawyer
advertising was repugnant to the fine
sensibilities of a profession that behaved as
a class of professional guild members. As
the second oldest profession, we constantly
endeavor to retain the shreds of our dignity.
The manner in which one practiced was
highly constrained to ensure that our shirt
cuffs were never stained with the soil of
commerce. In the days of Cicero, lawyers
could not charge for their advocacy, living
on gratuities like waiting tables at the local
bistro. But a new variety of ambitious,
marketing inclined lawyers started nibbling
away at this long-established protective
crust of conservatism. Advertising has
become prevalent, less repugnant, though
no less odious. The establishment Bar still
looks with sour distaste at those lawyers on
the fringes who engage in shameless self-
promotion.

As the profession reluctantly embraced
the realization that the law is, at the end
of the day, a commercial endeavor, the
resolve of the gatekeepers weakened and
they allowed the barbarians to insinuate
themselves into the inner sanctum of the
law. Conduct that was once beyond the
pale now is commonplace. Now even the
oldest and most established firms are not
immune from the shameless compulsion of
self-promotion. Like enticingly packaged
prostitutes lounging in window displays, we
make promises few can keep.

The Bar’s one barricade against this
commercial depravity is the prohibition
against false or deceptive advertising.
One state bar prohibits TV commercials
promoting a law practice from using
good looking actors, since that would be
deceptive. This rule was a boon to a quite
attractive lawyer couple who are now in
high demand as actors for lawyer TV ads.
Certainly, the Bar’s quest to stamp out

By Michael McQueen

deceptive advertising and practices
is laudable, but it raises a perplexing
question. With these rules against
deceptive practices, why does the
State Bar allow all these dead lawyer
law firms?

The Rules of Professional Conduct do not
allow a lawyer to make a false statement
regarding admission to the State Bar [CRPC
§1-200]. The definition of a “lawyer”
requires that the member be in good
standing [CRPC §1-100) (B) (3)]; one may
not employ a lawyer who is on “involuntary
inactive status” [CRPC §1-311]. And
a lawyer may not engage in advertising
(which includes stationery), that is false or
deceptive, or that tends to confuse, deceive
or mislead the public. [CRPC §1-400 (D)
)]

We all recognize the importance for any
product or service of achieving “brand”
recognition. Levis®, Prada®, O’Melveny &
Mpyers. But Mr. O’Melveny and Mr. Myers
have not been around for years. And there
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DEAD LAWYERS SOCIETY

are other firms in which every lawyer listed
on the stationery is quite irretrievably dead.

We are a gullible society. A recent newspaper
article reported that over one-third of
Americans actually believe in ghosts and
UFOs. It appears that law firms are
attempting to woo this underserved segment
of the population, who may believe that a
long-departed law partner can still contribute
to litigation strategy or resolve nasty probate
issues. Many of these firms are professional
corporations, which — unlike partnerships
do not dissolve when a shareholder departs,
but carry on in perpetuity.

Isn't listing those departed lawyers on one’s
stationery somewhat deceptive? Would it
not be less deceptive just to name the firms
for what they do, e.g. Insurance Denials
R-Us; Big Oil Mart, Tree Huggers, PC.2 It
seems that law firms are obsessed with the
number of lawyers in their regiments, which
may explain their reluctance to alter their
stationery to reflect natural attrition. The

Continued on page 17
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Mr. Carrington is “very knowledgeable. Insurance companies
respect his opinion. Extensive trial experience (ABOTA), excellent
mediator, fair, objective arbitrator. Extraordinarily capable and
forthcoming with efforts and involvement. He is very thorough
and fair.” Quote from 2006 Consumer Lawyers Evaluations

R.A. CARRINGTON
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FORENSIC ACCOUNTING

Sometimes numbers are
the only prints left behind.

Arxis Financial is a proven forensic accounting and litigation
specialist. We will examine the financial data and help you
determine the “bottom line.” Arxis provides financial and
valuation analysis needed to resolve a variety of legal disputes
from family court to civil, criminal, and probate courts. In many
cases our experts can help you reach a settlement. If trial or

arbitration is required we give you the support you need to win.

Chris Hamilton, CPA, CFE, CVA

805.306.7890
www.arxisfinancial.com
chamilton @arxisgroup.com

_ARXAS

FINANCIAL, IN

BUSINESS VALUATION FRAUD ANALYSIS
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BARRISTER

EXECUTIVE SUITES, INC

Call us today at 1-800-576-0744
Barrister Executive Suites, Inc. Announces Ventura Location:
1500 Palma Drive, 2nd Floor
Serving the Legal Community for Over 45 Years

ﬁull Time Offices: \

* % % & % & * * & B

On-Site Management
Impressive Reception Area
Furnished or Unfurnished Offices
Conference Rooms
Enterprise Grade Internet Access
State-of-the-Art Copy Center
Complimentary Beverage Service
Employee Lounge/Break Room
Lobby Directory Listing
LexisNexis Virtual Office
Programs

Visit us on the web at www.barrister-suites.com

Superior Office Sotutions  Mention This Ad For Exclusive Discounts For Ventura County Bar Members!




few weeks ago I met up with a lawyer

in Seattle who shares my last name.
Amy Vigorita is no relation but her family
immigrated to New Jersey on the left side
of the Hudson while my roots germinated
on the right side, first Manhattan, then
Brooklyn. Amy told me her father was
a linguistics professor at Cornell and his
mother was such a “strict assimilationist”
that she and her father before her were
raised to be everything American without
keeping any Italian traditions and cutting
all ties to their European heritage. She and
her father pursued the American Dream
and through hard work and education
became very American. They were educated
in American schools and universities and
became successful and well integrated into
the new culture on this side of the Atlantic.

I first met Pete Celeste years ago during
the 1980s at the Pierpont Racquet Club,
where we played a few matches. I wasa new
member and he was very cordial and friendly
towards me. Earlier this week Spencer
Garrett, owner of the club, mentioned to
me that Pete and Virginia were members
since the club opened 35 years ago. Justa few
weeks ago at the 35th anniversary celebration
of the club Garrett gave Pete a mug that was
given to all the 35 year members. Pete really
appreciated this.

These were my thoughts as I sat in Our
Lady of the Assumption Church in the
traditional Catholic funeral Mass for Pete
on Oct. 26. Pete, alocal attorney who passed
away peacefully at his home in October,
was culogized by his eldest son, who made
the point, several times, that his father’s
main goal was to raise a “typical successful
American family.” He was able to leave his
home back in Saint Louis, Missouri and
travel to Los Angeles, California, where he
settled down, married, worked for the IRS,
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A STRICT ASSIMILATIONIST:
PETER J. CELESTE, 1939-2012

By Lou Vigorita

attended law school at night, met his future
wife Virginia, became a lawyer, father and
grandfather, educated his children and saw to
the eight grandchildren getting a good start
in life. A typical American dream.

Along the way Pete served his country.
He joined the US Navy in 1956. Upon
completion of his military service he attended
and graduated from the University of
Missouri. His son told us that his least
favorite job was working in the family
chicken market in Saint Louis when he was
nine years old. Everytime a customer wanted
to purchase a “fresh” chicken Pete had to go
in the back, catch one, slaughter it, dress it,
and bring it into the store. This memory

apparently drove him to look west and
toward a new life, away from the chicken
market and all that it entailed.

In attendance was Larry Matheney, former
Ventura County Tax Collector and fellow
attorney. Larry had this to say about Pete:

“Pete Celeste was my next-door neighbor for
more than 36 years. For a couple of years we
had law offices in the same building, across
the hall from each other. Over those many
years, | had the privilege of watching Pete
and his wife raise three great kids and then
harvest a bounty of grandchildren. I think

a key measure of who we really are, away

Continued on page 11
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The Small Business
LLaw Firm, pc.

Areas of Expertise:
* Corporation & LLC formation
* Business Buy-Sell
* Partnership Agreements & Disputes
* Business Litigation
* Employment & HR for Management
* Trademark Registration
* Aviation Law for Pilots & Aircraft Owners

Scott Williams, Principal Attorney
305-778-0206
www.SmallBusinessLaw.Org
Offices in Thousand Oaks & Encino
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ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
TAX PROFESSIONALS SINCE 1944
THERE’S NO SUBSTITUTE FOR
EXPERIENCE & EXPERTISE

e TRUSTEE & EXECUTOR SERVICES

* TRUST & PROBATE ACCOUNTING

e FIDUCIARY INCOME TAX RETURNS
o ESTATE TAX RETURNS
e ESTATE PLANNING

e ELDERCARE SERVICES
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Hon. Melinda
A. Johnson (Ret.)

Nancy J.
Warren, Esq.

Hon. William

L. Peck (Ret.)

AND AN
UNSURPASSED
PANEL OF NEUTRALS.

Hon. David D.
Perez (Ret.)

Hon. Steven
J. Stone (Ret.)

Hon. Diane
Wayne (Ret.)

JAMS has continually strived
to set new standards in
dispute resolution, including
a highly selective recruiting
process that helps us build
the strongest neutral panels
possible. Nowhere is this any
truer than in Ventura, where
our neutrals draw upon a deep
knowledge of the region.

®
THE RESOLUTION EXPERTS @ JJAMSK @

Please note that our Ventura phone number
has changed to 800.352.5267.

Resolution Centers Nationwide | www.jamsadr.com

A STRICT ASSIMILATIONIST:

PETER ]. CELESTE, 1939-2012
Continued from page 9

from the office, away from the courtroom,
away from clients, is the character of our
children. After tough days dealing with
acrimony, how well do we unwind and take
on the even tougher job of parent? Pete's
kids speak volumes about what a dedicated
father he was. Even with a very busy law
practice, Pete found the time to be with
his kids in meaningful ways. They grew
up as intelligent, respectful, caring young
adults. A legacy any of us should be proud
to have left.”

The Celeste family was well represented.
Pete, the avid fisherman, insisted that he
teach his children and grandchildren to
fish. They all caught their first fish with
grandpa. The extremely well-behaved eight
grandchildren were present, accounted
for and well groomed. There was even a
volunteer honor guard of “elderly” soldiers,
sailors and marines in full regalia. A very
impressive formal presentation of the flag to
the widow was followed by a bugler blowing
taps from the balcony. The reverberation
in the church was a perfect blend of sound
and nostalgia honoring Pete the veteran.
The combination of religion and patriotism
seemed perfect in this place and for a man
like Pete. After all, weren’t all the disciples
fishermen? Wasn’t the disciple Matthew a tax
collector? And wasn’t Peter the “rock upon
which the church was buile?”

A very typical blend of American patriotism
and Catholic holiness combined with the
love and admiration from Pete’s “typical
successful American family” set the tone of
the day. Just the way Pete wanted.

Lou Vigorita
specializes in workers'
compensation law at the

Law Offices of Louis J.
Vigorita, in Ventura.
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LAWYERS’ MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

Legal Malpractice Insurance

Generations of California
Lawyers can’t be wrong...

F or over 3 decades, LMIC has been insuring the legal profession
in California. We have built long term relationships based

on trust, reliability and responsiveness. Those qualities are proven
over time and are hard to replace. Our experience gives us credibility
that our policyholders have come to rely on.

That is why our typical policyholder has been insured with LMIC

for over 10.7 years and our “preferred” policyholder for over 14.

They have enjoyed the benefits of membership including policy
premium credits, dividends* and over 50+ hours FREE online MCLE.

Our MCLE is designed to educate our policyholders in preventing
malpractice, improving their practices and satisfying their compliance
needs. Member lawyers also have access to our toll free one-on-one
hotline, where they can consult with lawyers, who are knowledgeable
on issues concerning loss prevention and professional responsibility.

Now you know what our policyholders know.

We offer more
than just an insurance policy.

CF\
ﬁfgéwww.LMIC.com or call (800) 252-2045

LAWYERS' MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY — 3110 West Empire Avenue, Burbank, CA 91504
*Dividends are paid at the sole discretion of the Company’s Board of Directors and past dividends do not guarantee the payment or amount of future dividends.




ANNUAL INSTALLATION AND AWARDS DINNER

Photos Courtesy of Craig Bates and Telegenics (805) 981-3994

Clients refer to you for real estate advice.
Refer to me for expert mortgage advice.

See what people are saying...
“I worked with Jordan to relinance a property, mm:wm.uﬁqmd‘lgﬂlﬂ
- Fon Polita

“‘!nd!;.-mﬁ- Wendy and [, aur {and lowered our payments) with Jordan Ell
Ir was seamless and free, Wi b .

- D, Rosbsen P

;ﬁ:ﬁmrﬁd&dm@wﬁﬂmmﬂ? ff
. tireleszly complex [inancial staerments. 0
CMS to several [ricnds vice amd

Experien e Caﬂ?; hTAortgaget E?nrifes Jordan Eller, President
* | I ! H ranspor ree s
ot Ventura, CA 93003 Direct (805) 252-7742
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To schedule a case or
learn more about PMA,
877.678.1010 or

DISPUTE RESOLUTION www.pma-adr.com

Century City * Costa Mesa * Los Angeles * San Diego

1100 Santa Barbara St.
Suite 203

Santa Barbara 93101

9o

(805) 705-9054
www. ETHICS4LAW com

benbycel@benbycel.com

Avoid Legal
Ethical
Problems

Prevention * Detection * Resolution

BENJAMIN BYCEL

Lawyer, Expert Witness and Consultant

* Founding Executive Director of
Los Angeles City Ethics Commission

* Former Dean of Santa Barbara/
Ventura College of Law

e Author and Educator
¢ All consultations are confidential

* Plaintiff and Defense representation
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA’S
PREEMINENT PROFESSIONAL
LIABILITY AND BUSINESS
LITIGATION FIRM

15260 VENTURA BOULEVARD, SUITE 920 r
SHERMAN OAKS, CA 91403

FRANK W. NEMECEK
TEL: 818.788.9500 / FAX: 818.501.0328

WWW.NEMECEK-COLE.COM

NEMECEK:-COLE

Attorneys At Law

JONATHAN B. COLE* MICHAEL MCCARTHY

* Certified Specialist in Legal Malpractice Law from The State Bar of California Board of Legal Specialization

HOEFFLIN
BURROWS
.-"l. !r,{.lh‘."‘ {

¥ »
f?l'l'f.'-h"-l.l'i.lfff?ll

¢
Y

(Left to right): StevenA Meadville, Esq., of Counsel, Richard M. Hoefflin, Esq., and]ason M. Burrows, Esq.

fem?onﬁc{ence

Personalized representation
to attain client goals

HOEFFLIN *BURROWS delivers results by
putting client interests first and using a team-
based approach to creatively, intelligently, and
effectively resolve legal matters.

Emphasis on

Real Estate

Business and Corporate
Partnerships/ LLC’s

Trust/Estate Disputes
Executive Employment

2659 Townsgate Road, Suite 232
Westlake Village, CA 91361
(805) 497-8605

www. hoefflinlaw.com
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DEAD LAWYERS SOCIETY
Continued from page 7

mega-firm of Baker & McKenzie has over
3,000 attorneys. Listing all those lawyers
would make their lecterhead the size of a
phonebook. So keeping the dead guys on

the stationery is simpler, if not particularly

accurate.

I have never quite understood the quality
implications of just sheer numbers. Aside
from the horsepower a large firm can bring
TEAM WlTH PARALEGAL TRA' N | NG. to a legal dispute, I have always believed the
true value of legal services is represented
by the individual skills of a lawyer, not the
phalanx of lawyers large firms tend to throw

Paralegals can bring better service to the client

at cases.
and decrease your workload, while providing PARALEGAL PROFESSIONAL
a higher profit margin. You remain compefifive CERTIFICATE PROGRAM I recently dealt with a San Diego attorney
q ble t lients. Is th Classes begin January 7. h Lave kn P h
ana are able 10 serve more clienis. Is there For questions regarding W onﬂ ave known for §everalyears. He as
someone in your office who could benefit from the program, call been in a number of different associations
paralegal fraining? 893-7440 or email and partnerships. When “Mr. Marvelous”

paralegal@els.ucsb.edu. sent me a letter recently, his stationery
To enroll call 893-4200 or
visif exftension.ucsb.edu

set out, in pride of place, “Marvelous &
Marvelous.” Out of curiosity I called his
office and asked if Mr. “Marvelous” was
practicing with a relative or had he married
a lawyer? Not so simple. Apparently, Mr.
l l g I \ ’ 7 “Marvelous” opened a new practice and
B ANKR P C listed his long-deceased father as a partner.
To my knowledge, Mr. “Marvelous” never
actually practiced with his father, but he
apparently felt pretty lonely about it.

ATTORNEY

Outstanding bankruptcy litigator & strategist
with 30+ years experience helps law firms

and their clients with all aspects of bankrupicy. Being a sole practitioner and wanting to

create the impression of having a large

e Aggressive & Creative Bankruptcy Advocacy supporting team of associate lawyers at
e All Aspects of Business & Personal Bankruptcies/ my beck and call, I have been considering

Reorganizations (Chapters 7, 11 & 13) perusing the obituaries and picking out the
e Debtor & Creditor Representation names of perhaps 20 or so deceased lawyers

and putting them on my stationery. My
malpractice premium would not go up
much, if at all. I'd give the impression to

® Bankruptcy Avoidance & Pre-Bankruptcy Strategies

® Protections from Foreclosures, Judgments, Settlements,
Lawsuits, Liens, Debts, Collections

) . ) . the public of having access, through my
® Protections Against Debtors Likely to File for Bankruptcy

Ouija board, to a considerable range of

UCLA Law + Phi Beta Kappa + Magna Cum Laude legal experience and historical expertise, and

continue the well-established tradition of

+ Free Initial Consult + Tip the scales of practicing law with dead lawyers.
Exceptional Quality bankruptcy justice _ il )
at Low Prices in your clients’ favor. e AR Michael McQueen
d : handles business

litigation, estate
planning and natural
resources law. He
is a member of

CITATIONS’ editorial
board.

Law Offices of Philip D. Dapeer
A Law Corporation
Offices in Westlake Village & Beverly Hills

805.557.7001 4 323.954.9144
BankruptcyFocus@aol.com
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LEGAIL MAIPRACTICE
EXPERT WITNESS

and LAWYERS ADVOCATE
STATE BAR DEFENSE

PHILLIP FELDMAN
B.S.,M.B.A,,].D., AV. (Preeminent)

Fellow American Board of
Professional Liability Attorneys

Certified Specialist
Legal Malpractice
(ABPLA & American Bar Association)

Former Judge Pro Tem
Former State Bar Prosecutor

Fee Arbitrator 35 years
Litigator/Expert 44 years

Malp/Ethics Author
www.LegalMalpracticeExperts.com

Email: LegMalpExpert@aol.com
StateBarDefense@aol.com

(310)LEG-MALP(534-6257)

ALSO FEE DISPUTES,
PREVENTATIVE LAW & RISK

MANAGEMENT CONSULTATIONS

Tri-County Sentry
Newspaper
LEGAL/PUBLIC NOTICES

We can publish your Trustee’s Sales,
Probate Notices and Change of Names.

Court Order No.125431

Rates:

Trustee’s Sales...$225 approx

Petition to Admin $180 For the best
Change of Name...$110 service call
Legal Notices...$9.50 983-0015

We file your Affidavit of Publication with the court

ERISA Disability and Life Insurance

Representing claimants in the denial of group
disability and life insurance claims.

Tracy Collins
Attorney At Law
5699 Kanan Road,
Suite 415
Agoura Hills, CA 91301
tracy@tracycollins.com
(818) 889-2441

Referral fees paid in accordance with
Professional Rule of Conduct 2-200.

“The lawyer of the 21st Century must obtain a skill-set that is unique to

mediation and other forms of dispute resolution, other than courtroom litigation.”

— American Bar Association

Learn how mediation can help improve
working relationships, cut legal costs,
and increase productivity.

UCSANTABARBARA

Mediation & Dispute Resolution
Professional Certificate Program

WINTER 2013 COURSES:
e Cultural Perspectives of Conflict
e Employment Mediation

XTENSION 505.893.4200 + EXTENSION.UCSB.EDU

MEDIATION/ ARBITRATOR

Trial Lawyers Association

Richard M. Norman

e 40 years litigation experience-AV rated.

e Personal injury, business, construction, employment, real estate,
probate/trust, partnership and corporate disputes and dissolutions

e Member: American Board of Trial Advocates

o Past president Ventura County Bar Association and Ventura County

e American Arbitration Association and NASD arbitrator
Trained Mediator— Pepperdine University Straus Institute
Reasonable fees and flexible scheduling. No administrative charges.

Richard M. Norman
Of Counsel
Norman Dowler, LLP
840 County Square Drive
Ventura, California 93003-5406
(805) 654-0911 RNorman@normandowler.com




“T Love Your Shoes!”

By Laura Bartels

t the California State Bar Annual
Convention on Oct. 12, Leslie
McAdam received the highest honor of our
state’s pro-bono recognitions, The State
Bar President’s Pro Bono Service Award for
her efforts at Fillmore’s Santa Clara Valley
Legal Aid. In 2011 Leslie enthusiastically
volunteered more than 200 hours to provide
local families access to justice.

Four days after the rent is due, thugs arrive
at 6 A.M. to kick tenants out. As they pull
every piece of furniture out to the sidewalk
and dump out drawers of clothes, boxes of
toys and piles of kitchen utensils, the mom-
tenant silently watches with tears flowing
down her cheeks at the sight of a tipped
gallon of milk running into the gutter. The
deflated woman waits on the curb of Legal
Aid, wrapped in a blanket and balanced on
boxes of the only things she has left in life.

“Let me help you,” says Leslie, embracing
the woman. No one had ever said that to her
before. Leslie offers a gift of hope and care.

Leslie gave hope to a family who lost their
home.

Knowing he really wanted “The American
Dream” of home ownership, a pushy broker,
ignores negligible income and insists the
first-time buyer can qualify for a loan. Not
speaking English and feeling obligated to
provide this opportunity to this family, the
man is perfectly able to make his initial
loan payments until the loan “adjusts” from
$1,500 per month to more than $6,000
per month. Still trying to hold the dream
together, he pulls cash advances from credit
cards to make monthly payments. Unable
to make ends meet, the family loses the
house and files for Chapter 7 protection
for their credit cards. Big Bank Lender
challenges anti-deficiency protection.

Now he has to defend himself against
Big Bank in bankruptcy court. Leslie
agreed to help him. Never having set
foot in bankruptcy court in her life, she
learned the bankruptcy rules, procedures
and a myriad of complex peculiarities to
bankruptcy litigation. Buried by volumes

of documentation on Big Bank, Leslie
found that when Big Bank acquired buyer’s
loan, missing from the voluminous “robo-
signed” MERS mortgage documents was any
assumption of the tort. Big Bank actually has
no right to the tort action. Leslie has moved
this buyer’s path from fate to hope.

Working with legal aid clients is not always
about egregious violations of the law. More
often it is small touches of reassurance,
opportunity and hope. Sometimes it is
helping a 90-year-old woman fill out a life
insurance form so she has peace of mind
that her funeral expenses will be covered; it’s
about drawing pictures with the little children
who patiently wait while their mother gets
information about child support; it’s about
telling the 13-year-old who is translating for
his dad that he has a real gift of language and
that he should consider being an attorney
when he grows up. It’s about the humanity,
honor, and compassion coupled with the
knowledge, experience and tools of the law
that Leslie gives to people’s lives.

When people are scared and have lost their
home or their children or their job, Leslie is
there. From her years of service she knows
that she gives of her time, her legal knowledge
and herself. But there is nothing more
valuable to a person who is suffering than
knowing that a person who doesn't know
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them at all, who’s just a member of their
community, cares.

Leslie’s accomplishments were recognized in
the Daily Journal, the California Bar Journal,
the Ventura County Star and many others.
The highlight for her was not meeting the
Chief Justice or winning ribbons for both
her paintings in the State Bar art show, or
having her entire family with her for a lovely
celebration. The unforgettable moment was
Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye, who sat
facing Leslie’s chair telling her how much
she loved her shoes!

Congratulations, Leslie McAdam, lawyer,
writer, and painter.

Leslie lives in an elegant Craftsman home
on a small orange tree farm in Bardsdale
with her husband Tom and children Joseph,
six, and Fiona, four. Leslie is a partner with
Ferguson Case Orr Paterson LLP, where she
is a civil litigator and employment lawyer.

Oh, and Nice Shoes.

Laura Bartels is the
current Secretary-
Treasurer of the Bar
Association with a
practice in Santa Paula.

VETERANS BENEFITS
Aid & Attendance; Homebound; etc

Spouse; children; and parents
e \leterans’ Service Connected Compensation
e Spousal Death & Indemnity Compensation
o VA Appeals

o \/eterans’ Non-Service Connected Pensions for

* Non-service Connected Pensions for Surviving

ELDER LAW SERVICES

—

MEDI-CAL ELIGIBILITY
o Custom-designed Eligibility Analysis

& Qualification Plan (Asset Protection)
e Application Preparation & Representation
o Medi-Cal Recovery Claim Avoidance
 Appeals of benefits denial/loss

Services focused on assisting individuals obtain Veterans/Medi-Cal benefits for Long Term Care

THE LAW OFFICES OF CRAIG R. PLOSS

290 MAPLE COURT, SUITE 118, VENTURA, CA 93003 TEL: (805)642-8407 FAX: (866)379-2179 EMAIL: PLOSS@TDS.NET




| Tax Preparation & Planning

v" Individual o ¥
v' Corporate /R Gd.
v Partnership-‘
v’ Estate & Fiduciary
v' Offer in Compromise

Eulau Accountancy Corporation
(805) 641-1040
meulau@sbcglobal.net

Michael C. Eulau, CPA

MBA, Finance, University of Chicago
MSc Economics, London School of Economics
Over 20 Years Experience

200 E. Santa Clara Street, Suite 200, Ventura, CA 93001



I  DECEMBER 2012 » CITATIONS 21

CLASSIFIEDS

OFFICE SPACE

Tower office spaces available — Free Rent!
Rare opening in suite 1180 in the “Tower,”
Ventura County’s premier office address.
“King’s Corner” office with great views as
well as individual window offices available
in multi-conference room, established
full attorney Suite 1180. Full amenities
available, including potential for overflow
or start-up assistance. Great turnkey location
for solo, small firm and mediators. Short- or
long-terms. Best offers accepted! Call
(805)988-4848.

Office space available — Beautiful, historic
turn-of-the-century law office building at
Heritage Square in Downtown Oxnard.
Rents range from $400 to $600 per
month, depending on office size. Private
parking available. If interested, please call
(805)487-2000.

Rent a piece of history — Beautifully
restored Victorian home builtin 1892. 5660
sq. ft. Ventura historical landmark No. 61.
143 Figueroa Street, Old Town Ventura,
93001. Walk to beach, San Buenaventura
Mission and shops and restaurants on
Main Street. Easy 101 freeway access.
9 executive offices left. Furnished common
reception area. Landlord pays utilities and
janitorial. No CAM charges. Wheelchair
access. On-site and 24-7 off-site parking, no
meters. Rents $550 to $850/mo. depending
on size of office. Call Don Parrish at
(805)340-1204.

SERVICES OFFERED

Appeals and Writs — Complex pleadings.
Sophisticated law and motion, including
motions for summary judgment. UCLA
School of Law graduate. Certified appellate
specialist and three-time Super Lawyer
(appellate attorney). 300+ civil and criminal
appeals & writs. Hourly- or fixed-fee. In
appropriate cases, will consider contingent
or blended fee. Gerald Peters. Email:
gppeterslaw @roadrunner.com. Telephone:
(818)706-1278.

Special Appearance Attorney — [ am an
attorney in Oxnard. I am able to make
special appearances on your behalf for
civil or criminal matters (including traffic
arraignment/trials). I cover Ventura,
Santa Barbara, Simi Valley, Santa Clarita,
Chatsworth, Malibu and Van Nuys. Please
call Charlotte at (805)517-4LAW. Please
visit: TheSpecialAppearanceAttorneys.com

Entry Level Position — Recent law school
graduate / bar admittee with 2-1/4 years
volunteer experience at the Ventura
County Public Defender’s office seeks entry
level position in local law firm. Contact
Ronald Spencer, ron_spencer@uerizon.net

(805)217-6007.

Kathi Whalen, CAC
President & Founder

Specializing in
Legal Placement

Legal Staffing and Executive Recruitment

Expertise « Experience « Efficiency
Serving the recruitment needs of lawyers and law firms
for more than 30 years with integrity and confidentiality!

wha{sn

& Staffing

kathi@whalenbryan.com
805.443.8422 « www.whalenbryan.com

Nonthftiszht Computer/Audio/Technical Services
Locally Owned & Operated
(Hfenng Reasonably Priced Computer Repair
Software instrallation & Instruction
Conversion of CO/DVD Evidence to Alternate Formats
Enhancement of Avdio Regording Evidence
Other ComputerfAudio Services Available

Call: B0S/217-2571; B0E/444.98606
Email: Southflightech@yahoo. com
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Exec’s Dot...Dot...Dot...

By Steve Henderson, Executive Director, M.A., CAE

252 folks packed the Hyatt Westlake Plaza
Ballroom for the bar’s Annual Installation

and Awards Dinner Nov. 17. Judge Brian
Back’s salute to the James Loebl Award
Recipients Harveen Simpkins and Leslie
McAdam was simply splendid. Michael
Case’s introduction of John Orr was
compelling and Don Hurley’s organization
of the Silent Auction generating $6,000
for the VLSP, Inc. was just classic. Finally,
President Dien Le was right. Flocks of
west-end attorneys will actually travel across
the Conejo Grade to attend a function and
Dien and his committee raised over $20,000
to help underwrite the event. Event Chair
Eric Reed deserves a standing O, too. Bone-
head seating arrangement of the year goes to
yours truly. Complete oversight and my bad.
Hacts off to alll... Charmaine Buehner has
taken her talents to the County Counsel’s
Office effective Dec. 3 after three plus years
with Myers, Widders, et al....

Effective Jan. 1, the Barristers new President
will be Rennee Dehesa. Her officers include
Rachel Coleman, vice-president; Amy
Keisewetter, treasurer; and Tom Adams,
secretary. Member at Large positions will be
held by Katie Hause, Josh Hopstone, Brier
Miron, Melanie Murphy, and Andrew
Reid. .. Kudos to out-going president Robert
Krimmer, who led a parade of Barristers

hits this year...A 61-year-old Army veteran
is suing the U.S. government for $10
million, claiming negligent care resulted
in severe frostbite on his penis, leading to
its partial amputation. Michael D. Nash
of Louisville, Kentucky, filed suit in federal
court Oct. 1. He is asking for damages for
what his lawyer calls “significant mental and
emotional distress and traumas as a result
of his injuries.” In October, 2010, Nash
underwent surgery at the VA Medical Center
in Lexington, Kentucky. Doctors were
removing and replacing a malfunctioning
penile implant. After the surgery, according
to court documents, a nurse applied ice
packs to Nash’s penis to reduce pain and
swelling. The ice pack remained on Nash’s
penis for 19 straight hours, “in violation
of the standard of care.” As a result, Nash’s
penis was severely frostbitten, which led to
gangrene. Ok, I'm done with this story...

Ventura Superior Court Judge Frederick
Bysshe has been elected to the Executive
Board of the California Judges Association.
He was sworn-in by Chief Justice Tani
Cantil-Sakauye on Oct. 13. He is the first
Ventura County Judge to serve in this
capacity...A research lawyer for a Kansas
appeals court has been suspended pending
an investigation into her critical tweets
about the state’s former anti-abortion
attorney general during a supreme court
ethics hearing. The lawyer, Sarah Peterson
Herr, posted tweets calling former Attorney
General Phil Kline a “naughty, naughty boy”
and criticizing his facial expressions. “Why
is Phil Kline smiling?” she wrote. “There
is nothing to smile about douchebag.”...
Dennis LaRochelle was installed as the Vice
President of CAL-ABOTA by California
Supreme Court Chief Justice Sakauye (boy
is she busy swearing-in people) on the Big
Island at the Mauna Kea Beach Hotel...

The recipient of the 2012 Boss of the
Year was Randall George at the Ventura
County Legal Professionals Association’s
50" Annual Bosses Night Oct. 10. The
letter of nomination was submitted by Kris
Chatari. The recipient of the 2012 Legal
Secretary of the Year was Lupita Castor.
She was nominated by Sylvia Soto. That’s
called a sweep by Nordman Cormany et
al. The Honorable David Long MCd the
affair with his usual distinguished flair...A

district attorney in upstate New York called
an unusual news conference on Nov. 16
to respond to allegations he had acted in
porn films in the 1970s. Cortland County
District Attorney Mark Suben admitted that
the charges are true. Suben called the news
conference after WSTM-TV published a
story about a YouTube video of adult film
clips claiming that the actor in the videos,
Gus Thomas, was the DA. “The allegations
are true. I was an actor in adult films in
the early 1970s.” A few weeks ago, when
asked, he had denied this to the members
of the press. Additionally, Thomas had
denied the porn-film allegations before the
recent elections. .. Do not forget the Annual
VCTLA Holiday Party scheduled for Dec.
4 atop the Tower Club and beginning at
6 p.m. Dennis Jones and his band, Sgt.
Pepper, will provide the entertainment.
Pay your 2013 dues beforehand and your
admission is free. www.vctla.org for deets
and registration info...

The New Admittee Swearing-In Ceremony
is set for Dec. 4 inside CR#22 beginning at
4 p.m. and presided over for the very first
time by Judge Brian Back...A disbarred
Louisiana attorney who didn’t disclose
the sanction to WorldCom and Verizon
while working in their legal departments
has now been permanently disbarred.
The Louisiana Supreme Court disbarred
James David Turnage on Nov. 16 after
he failed to respond to the ethics charges.
He was previously disbarred in 2002 for
commingling and converting client and
third-party funds...Lastly, the Barristers
board of directors will be having their
holiday party Dec. 4 starting at 6:30 p.m.
inside the Aloha Grill in Ventura. And, no,
you are not invited...

Steve Henderson has been the executive
director and chief executive office of the bar
association and its affiliated organizations
since November 1990. He will be attending
the Obama swearing-in ceremonies with the
Limbaughs mid-January while vacationing
the month of December with the Petracus
Jamily in Virgin Gorda. He may be reached
at steve@ucba.org, FB, Twitter at stevehendol
and vebal, or better yet, 650.7599.



Before you fill these seats.....
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Find out what they are thinking.....
Conduct a Jury Focus Group

Holding a Jury Focus Group before trial can give you the advantage by affording you the opportunity
to test your case in front of a panel of mock jurors. Holding a focus group in the early stages of your
case can expose potential problems as well as help point your case in the right direction.

We take all of the hassles out of the process as well. Our facility provides dedicated focus group rooms
with closed circuit viewing and video recording for viewing later.

We provide the Jurors, A/V Equipment, food and beverages, all for a price that is surprisingly affordable.

Call today for details
and Client discounts

'y
Persoral is my “go to” source for

all of my Jury Focus Groups and

800-43-DEPOS Court Reporting needs. They

surpass all my expectations.
www.personalcourtreporters.com ~Michael Alder

COURT REPORTERS, INC.
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DAVID LEHR LAW

Some of you have requested pictures of the whole family, . . . so here you go!

Kaylene, Aubrey, Elly,
Trinity, & Ameliya

David Michael 2,
Patrick Michael &
Joseph Michael AKA
Joey

Baby #9 due 5/17/13!
We appreciate your criminal law referrals.

789 S. Victoria Ave. Suite 200, Ventura, CA 93003 (805) 477-0070
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