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THE PEOPLE V. SMITH

By Joe Strobhman

o you
are on
the final

question on
Who Wants to
Be a Millionaire
and Meredith
Vieira asks
you, “What is
the name of the
first California
Supreme
Court case?” You have no idea but want the
million. Time is running out, so you think
statistically of the number of criminal cases
filed and one of the most common surnames
and blurt out The People v. Smith. And of
course, you are right. Good luck with the
million. You will be lucky to have $50,000
left after taxes, long lost friends and relatives.

My article on book burning last month
(Fabrenheit 451) led me to review the first
volume of California Reports (1850-51) and
the first case from the California Supreme
Court, The People v. Smith, 1 Cal. 9 (1850).
By now, you as the alert reader are asking,
“Well, if Peaple v. Smith starts on page 9, then
what case is on pages 1-82” Good question.

Actually, pages 1-8 are a preface which gives
a pretty interesting discussion by then-Justice
Nathaniel Bennett on the legal history of
California leading up to the first California
Supreme Court. You start to understand
the problems encountered by that original
court when you read about the melting pot
of laws, codes and ordinances laid before
them on opening day. California had been
operating for decades under the codes of
Spain, royal and vice-royal ordinances,
laws of the imperial Congress of Mexico,
presidential regulations and acts of pro-
consular governors. Throw in a few decrees
from dictators and you have a really good
bar exam question.

To add to this mix, some of the laws of
Mexico were never printed or could not be
obtained without great difficulty. Some laws
were simply not enforced (sound familiar?).
Land had never previously had much value
and was often not worth the trouble of
surveying or perfecting title under the laws
of Spain and Mexico. A person’s wealth

was measured in cattle and horses. Land
was vast and expensive to maintain. This
all changed with the California Gold Rush,
when land and its precise boundaries were
of great value.

Under Mexican law, legal matters were heard
and decided by the Alcalde, who acted asa
city mayor and judge. This system was
left in place for a short time by California
military governors until replaced in 1850.
The Alcaldes also made land grants, but title
to this land was often in question. Justice
Bennett noted that the Alcalde paid “little
regard either to American or Mexican law
further than suited their own convenience
and conduced to their own profit.”

So this background sets the stage for the first
case of People v. Smith. The defendants had
been accused of shooting and killing several
Indians in Napa Valley, burning their lodges
and destroying wheat, barley and other
property. The defendants petitioned to be
discharged from custody of the Sheriff of the
District of Sonoma under a writ of habeas
corpus. First, the defendants claimed the
affidavit for the warrant was defective. That
argument failed. Their next argument was
that they could be held indefinitely since the
judges in the District Court of said District
of Sonoma were not appointed. Clever, but
that argument failed too.

The third argument was a little more creative
for that time. They argued that the offense
was not within the state of California. The
Supreme Court noted that the offense was
committed at the ranch of Henry Fowler and
William Hargrave (which we all know is in
Napa Valley) and of course Napa Valley is
in the state of California.

The court faced a small problem since it
recognized that “there is no jail or prison in
which prisoners can be kept with security”
in the then wine tasting-less and uncivilized
Napa Valley. So the defendants were ordered
to provide at least two good and sufficient
sureties in the collective sum of ten thousand
dollars, or separately one surety each of three
thousand dollars (large sums then). The
surety had to be worth double the amount
of the claims. The defendants would then be
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released from detention. If not, they would
be remanded to the custody of the Sheriff
of Sonoma (the same foregoing mentioned
Sheriff without a jail).

So ends the first California Supreme Court
case, which confirmed that Napa Valley was,
thank goodness, part of California. The first
reporter appointed by the Supreme Court for
this case was Edward Norton (who as we all
know went on to become a very successful
movie star and can transform himself into
the Incredible Hulk). For an interesting
review of the same case and Ed Norton read
Judge Dan McNearney’s The Seminal Case,
46-APR Orange County Law, 21 (2004).

For those curious readers, the second
California Supreme Court case, 1 Cal. 15,
offers a much better title. The case of Luzher
v. The Master and Owners of Ship Apollo
actually sounds like a 2 a.m. sci-fi movie,
but it’s just another shipping titan failing to
pay a poor sailor $166.

Slaughter to the Rescue

Kudos to Bill Slaughter of Procter, Slaughter
and Reagan. Bill’s intuition and keen sight
helped to spot and rescue four hikers in Ojai
during a March 2011 winter storm. The
story, A Rescue to Remember, was featured in
the June 25 edition of the Ventura County
Star.

Upcoming Events

The VCBA Board will get a vacation from
its monthly meetings in August, but we are
still busy. Please review the CITATIONS
calendar insert for daily events or check
online at www.vcba.org. Please mark your
calendar for the Barristers Wine and Cheese
gathering on Thursday, August 18. Also help
support the VLSP program and say thanks
to our retiring Judge David Long on Friday,
Sept. 16 at 5:30 p.m. at the Tower Club.
Check CITATIONS or the bar site for more

details and registration.

Joe Strobman is a partner at Ventura’s
Ferguson Case Orr Paterson LLE where he
handles business litigation, real estate and land
use matters.
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By Tom Adams

fter a process nearly as long and

contentious as negotiating the federal
debt ceiling increase, Barristers of Ventura
County has concluded its bar-wide logo
contest. As announced in last month’s “Exec’s
Dot... Dot... Dot...” the winner by a clear
majority was the Bar Association’s own
administrative assistant, Celene Valenzuela.
I had a chance to sit down with Celene and
discuss what she does when she’s not fixing
our logos.

At the same desk she’s been at for the last
five years, Celene is our go-to for all things
related to the Bar — many of us know her
work without knowing her. Perhaps we have
received emails from her as bar@vcba.org;
or seen the photos, CITATIONS articles,
and announcements she posts on the Bar
website. She also acts as the reservation desk,
membership coordinator, MCLE coordinator,
and CITATIONS advertising contact. On top
of all of this, she handles all other forms of
event coordination for committee meetings,
MCLE events, and our Bar’s annual events,
such as the Law Day 5K and the annual VCBA
dinner. The public knows her as the first
contact for the bar’s pro bono program and
Lawyer Referral Information Service.

Each of these programs is dear to her heart,
and she loves the interaction both with the
public and with our membership. But she is
especially proud of the pro bono program.

Celene spends the better part of each day
(after helping Steve practice his Spanish)
reviewing e-mail requests from the public
for help with their legal problems. “It’s sad
because we don’t have enough resources to
help them all,” she says. Clients seeking help
also sometimes just walk right in to the bar
office, although calls or emails are preferred.
“Alex [client relations manager Alejandra
Varela-Guerra] and I do what we can to
determine their legal situation. If they can go
to a legal clinic for help, we send them there.”
Otherwise, they do an intake to determine
whether the potential client meets the state
poverty requirements, or otherwise qualifies

HOW WOULD WE DO IT
WITHOUT HER? SPOTLIGHT
ON CELENE VALENZUELA

for government assistance. Unfortunately,
even if they qualify, there is no guarantee that
they will get free assistance. “We have a huge
load of clients who need assistance but not a
lot of attorneys who volunteer.”

Even if no active attorney is available, the
pro bono Department will have the clients
speak with one of the retired attorneys. And,
if there is a hearing coming up, the retired
attorneys can help by instructing them how
to get a continuance while they seek further
counsel. The pro bono program does not
service criminal cases, plaintiff cases, support
issues, or cases for clients who otherwise
do not qualify. Those cases are referred out
through the LRIS program.

Although the pro bono program has many
retired attorney volunteers, there is a real need
for more volunteer active attorneys. Celene
encourages everyone to sign up for either LRIS
or the Bar’s pro bono program (or both) by
calling her directly, but she has also provided
the information and sign-up forms on the
Bar’s website at www.vcba.org.

You also may contact Celene if you are
interested in doing an MCLE program. The
Bar sections do these regularly; you probably
have attended one from the Probate and Estate
Planning, Business Litigation, VCTLA, or
IP sections. But law firms often set up their
own programs for MCLE credit. If you are
interested in doing a program, simply contact
her and send in the materials you intend to
use. Celene will help with registration and
reservations. Bar members who wish to put
on programs at the Bar office may use the
Ventura College of Law classrooms for free.
Similarly, if you attended an MCLE through
the Bar, but forgot to sign up for credit or
lost your certificate, Celene can make sure
you get credit.

You also may have seen Celene’s recent work
as the designer of the fundraising postcard
for the pro-bono program. Celene is assisting
Jonathan Light and Joe Strohman to

Continued on page 15
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CITATIONS
CONTENT
SOUGHT

No, this isn’t a dream. You don’t have to
pinch yourself. All your wildest fantasies
of writing about the Ventura County legal
scene and all its glamour can be satisfied, right
here on these very pages.

That’s right, CITATIONS wants you. At least,

we want your content.

We want to read what you love to read. That
means we want stories about interesting
local cases. It means we want to hear cool
things about Ventura County’s lawyers. Is
someone pouring their energy into a new legal
nonprofit? Tell us about it. Are new strategies
for practicing law bubbling up right in our
backyards? Write about it!

As should be evident, we also love history and
local lore. Tell us about the “good ol’ days” of
lawyering. Recount those tales you love to tell
about your colleagues’ first cases. Find local
legal legends and profile them.

Or get practical. Do you have a tip about
local court procedure you think other lawyers
might benefit from? Do you know about
new legal procedures that a local lawyer has
contributed to? Do you have resources written
by local lawyers that others might share? We'd
love stories about all of these.

If you have a story idea or better yet, a full
story, write it up and send it to wlascher@
fcoplaw.com. For consistency’s sake and ease
of formatting, please send articles as Microsoft
Word, WordPerfect or Rich Text Format
files [i.e. no pdfs]. Be sure to include a short
(1- or 2-sentence bio) of yourself to accompany
the story. We will provide more detailed
style guides.

CITATIONS



6 CITATIONS e« AUGUST 2011

BAR LEADERSHIP

ADR SECTION

Michael Wolfram 491-2770
ANNUAL DINNER

Eric Reed 648-3228
ASIAN BAR

John Fukasawa 383-2788
BANKRUPTCY

Michael Sment 654-0311
BARRISTERS

Christina Stokholm 987-4975
BENCH/BAR/MEDIA COMMITTEE
Judge Glen Reiser 654-2961
BENCH-BAR RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Matt Guasco 256-4972
BLACK ATTORNEYS ASSOCIATION
Alvan Arzu 654-2500
BUSINESS LITIGATION SECTION
Erik Feingold 644-7188
CITATIONS

Wendy Lascher 648-3228
CLIENT RELATIONS

Dean Hazard 981-8555
COURT TOUR PROGRAM

Thomas Hinkle 656-4223

CPA LAW SOCIETY

Douglas Kulper 659-6800

EAST COUNTY BAR

Bret Anderson 659-6800
FAMILY LAW BAR

Douglas Goldwater 659-6800
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Chris Balzan 658-1945

J.H.B. INN OF COURT

David Lehr 477-0070
JUDICIAL EVALUATION COMMITTEE
Linda Ash 654-2580

LAW LIBRARY COMMITTEE

Eileen Walker 444-6308
MEXICAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
Rebeca Mendoza 641-0253

PRO BONO ADVISORY BOARD

David Shain 659-6800
PROBATE & ESTATE PLANNING SECTION
Cheri Kurman 654-0911

REAL PROPERTY

Ramon Guizar 988-8365
SILENT AUCTION

Donald Hurley 654-2585
VCBA/VLSP, INC.

Joseph Strohman 659-6800
VLSP, INC. EMERITUS ATTORNEYS
Verna Kagan 650-7599

VC TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION
William Grewe 642-7101

VC WOMEN LAWYERS

Jill Friedman 644-7188

VCBA STAFF 650-7599

Steve Henderson - Executive Director

Alice Duran - Associate Executive Director
Celene Valenzuela - Administrative Assistant
Alejandra Varela - Client Relations Manager
Verna Kagan, Esq. - VLSP Program Manager
Peggy Purnell - CTP Coordinator

Judith Logan - Development Director

Specializing in
Legal Placement

Legal Staffing and Executive Recruitment

Expertise « Experience  Efficiency
Serving the recruitment needs of lawyers and law firms
for more than 30 years with integrity and confidentiality!

-

Focused Recruitment

Kathi Whalen, CAC & Staffing
President & Founder

kathi@whalenbryan.com
805.443.8422 - www.whalenbryan.com

MEDIATION/ ARBITRATOR

Richard M. Norman

e 40 years litigation experience-AV rated.

¢ Personal injury, business, construction, employment, real estate,
probate/trust, partnership and corporate disputes and dissolutions

e Member: American Board of Trial Advocates
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(805) 654-0911 RNorman@normandowler.com
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ESTATE ADMINISTRATION AND THE “MAILBOX RULE”
— AN EVIDENTIARY PRESUMPTION

By David B. Shea
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Many times those small details relating

to the administration of an estate can
mean the difference between a routine case
and one that may present significant liability
to the attorney representing the personal
representative. When assisting with the
administration of an estate, it may be wise
to add one extra step when providing notices
to creditors, especially when a creditor is
the Department of Health Care Services
(the “Department”) relating to Medi-Cal
reimbursement claims. It is strongly
suggested that you mail all notices to the
Department certified and request a return
receipt.

It is well known that the “mailbox rule”
provides that a letter correctly addressed
and properly mailed is presumed to have
been received in the ordinary course of
mail. However, a presumption of receipt is
rebutted upon testimony denying receipt.
(Evidence Code §641.) Therefore, when
testimony is presented to the court denying
receipt of the document in question the
presumption is gone and the trier of fact
must then weigh the denial of receipt against
the inference of receipt arising from proof
of mailing and decide whether or not the
document was received. (Craig v. Brown &

Roor (2000) 84 Cal.App.4th 416, 422.)

In Shewry v. Wooten (2009) 172 Cal.App.4th
741, the decedent Dowe received Medi-Cal
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benefits of $200,000 for her medical care
and treatment. Months after Dowe’s death,
the Department sent a Medi-Cal Estate
Questionnaire form to Dowe’s daughter who
completed the form and returned it to the
Department. The form disclosed that Dowe,
at the time of her death, owned property
worth an estimated $250,000. An estate was
opened and the Department filed a creditor’s
claim for $200,000 against the estate. The
executor rejected the Department’s creditor’s
claim as being untimely. The Department
filed suit on the rejected claim.

The Department claimed it was not time-
barred since it did not receive the notice
regarding the claim. At trial, the Department
called its tax compliance representative, who
testified that if the Department had received
the notice, the Department “would have sent
a formal claim to the attorney and made a
case note to reflect that it did go out on
that date.” Under standard procedures, “all
documents that come into the Department’s
estate recovery unit are logged into the
system and therefore reflected in the case
notes.” There was no case note in the
file, which created the inference that the
Department had not received it.

The executor’s attorney testified that she did
not dictate the notice to her secretary, rather
she “pretty much told her what to say and
she typed it.” The attorney further testified

that she did not witness her secretary mail
the letter, but that “I don’t see her do half
of the things in my office, but they always
[get done].”

Presented with competing facts relating to
mailing and receipt of notice, the court must
weigh denial of receipt against the inference
of receipt arising from proof of mailing and
decide whether or not notice was received
(Slater v. Kehoe (1974) 38 Cal.App.3d 819,
832). Resolution of these disputed facts is
a credibility call that must be supported
by substantial evidence. Specific findings
relating to the credibility of witnesses and
the weight of the evidence will enhance the
chances of the decision not being disturbed
on appeal (Craig v. Brown & Root, supra, at
p. 421).

The trial court in Shewry v. Wooten, upheld
on appeal, found that the executor did 7oz
provide notice of the decedent’s death in the
manner required by law to trigger the four
month claim period in which to present a
claim (See Probate Code §215). The trial
court went on to say that if the personal
representative “was truly interested in
providing notice, she should have guaranteed
receipt/notice by the logical options,
‘certified, registered, and express mail” as
provided in Probate Code §215.

The lesson is simple: Provide notice as
described above, and be ready to offer
evidence to rebut the presumption of the
mail box rule or refute the assertion that
“notice was not received.”

David B. Shea is a
partner at Ferguson
Case Orr Paterson LLP
in Ventura. He is a State
Bar-certified specialist
in estate planning, trust
and probate law and a
[frequent judge pro tem.




“Finally, someone my clients
can count on justlike they count on me.”

Your relationship with your clients is all about trust. They trust your integrity and expert
legal advice. And they value the personal and confidential relationship you share.

It's very much the same at Montecito Bank & Trust. Like you, we believe in longstanding
client relationships. In offering creative solutions for each person’s unique needs.
And especially in earning their trust with personal commitment and professional expertise.

Whether it's designing an investment portfolio, managing multiple real estate properties
or planning charitable gifts, you can count on our \Wealth Management team to provide
your clients with a level of service that meets not just their needs, but your standards.

Wealth advisory services — one of the many Paths to prosperity® you'll find

at Montecito Bank & Trust.
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Ventura/Westlake Village: 701 E. Santa Clara Street, Ventura, CA 93001 - 805 830-8005



THE BARRISTERS' FIRST LIMERICK

By Katie Pietrolungo

I recall a young lawyer named Jill
Who needed help with drafting a will
She asked the Barristers one day
So, her mentor would say
“Meet me for wine and cheese

August 18; no bill”

Please join us at Ferguson Case Orr Paterson
on August 18 at 5:30 p.m. to kick off the
long-awaited Mentorship Program. This
event is open to all Barristers and those more
experienced lawyers who are interested in
being mentors. The goal of the Mentorship
Program is to foster professional relationships
among attorneys in Ventura County, to build
a strong legal community, and to maintain
the integrity of our profession. Being a
mentor is not time-consuming. We ask

that mentors set up a face-to-face meeting
one time per month. The mentee—mentor
relationship should be for the development
of the mentee’s professional growth and not
as a source of legal advice. RSVP to bar@
vcba.org

Katie Pietrolungo is an associate at Anderson
Kill Wood and Bender, PC., where she

handles insurance recovery matters.
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WLVC and SBWL
Wine Tasting

No blues for Jill Friedman and Leslie Mc-
Adam as they and other women lawyers
from WLVC and SBWL sing the praises of
the reds and whites at Corktree Cellars in
Carpinteria, June 21.

FAMILY LAW AND PROBATE DISPUTE RESOLUTIONS

RESOLVE LITIGATION ISSUES QUICKLY AND EFFICIENTLY

e Certified Family Law Specialist
California Board of Legal Specialization

& * Over 40 Years of Litigation Experience -AV Rated
e Thirteen Years Served as Probate Referee for Ventura County

* Court Appointed Expert - Family Law Disputes, Business
Valuations, Discovery Referee

* Flexible Scheduling

ONE BOARDWALK, SUITE 200
THOUSAND OAKS, CA 91360

PHONE 805-497-0802 -
E-MAIL: ACMW.LA@VERIZON.NET

FAX 805-494-7898
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Clients refer to you for expert le,
Refer to me for expert mortga

Experience you can trust

Providing state of the art
diagnostic imaging facilities and
expert radiologists.

Get the advantage that comes
from thoughtful application
of latest radiology
procedures and technology.

Pueblo Radiology Medical Group

Your Trusted Experis

SANTA BARBARA
2320 Bath St., Ste 113, Santa Barbara
tel: (805) 682-7744
fax: (805) 682-3321

VENTURA
4516 Market St., Ventura
tel: (805) 654-8170
fax: (805) 654-8173

EASY ONLINE SCHEDULING
AVAILABLE:

www.puebloradiology.com

EAITUAL SR TS0 SENYIDTES

Jordan Eller, President
Dhirect (B05) 252-2242

Case Evaluation Consultation

0 Choose the Correct Medical Imaging Procedure for Your Case

O Review and Analysis of Prior Imaging Procedures

O Prompt Reports

© We Accept Lien Cases
Board Certified Radiologists are Sub-Specialty Trained

O Neurological Imaging © MSK Imaging

© Body Imaging O Interventional Imaging Procedures
Operates Full Outpatient Imaging Facilities in Santa Barbara
and Ventura Providing Local State-of the-Art Diagnostics:

O MRI oCT © Ultrasound O Fluoroscopy O X-ray O PET/CT
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SCV LEGAL AID: FROM LAWYER TO PEOPLE

By Laura Bartels

In a laundromat converted to a city
community center in North Fillmore,
Santa Clara Valley Legal Aid’s nine volunteer
attorneys assist in family law, employment
law, landlord-tenant law, consumer rights,
and civil issues. But most of what happens
in the small room is translation, not from
English to Spanish, well, that too, but from
Lawyer to People. As attorneys, we are
specially trained in the legal language and the
rigors of court procedures. But for people
who have never entered the legal system, we
speak a foreign language.

Why is a divorce called a dissolution?
Perhaps an “Order to Show Cause” could
be changed to: “The Court Has a Question,
Please Come By.” An eviction is a traumatic
and swift judicial remedy that is couched
as an “Unlawful Detainer.” A “Three Day
Notice to Quit” does not mean that after
your long weekend your job is finished.
“Probate” is not an internal organ or money
that you're getting back from your purchase-
it’s a very complex set of boxes to check. A
lawsuit is actually a “Complaint” and I just
got a “Summons”, am [ supposed to go
somewhere?

I had a woman tell me that she had been
trying for a month to find a judge to sign a
“Letter of Testamentary” so that she could
file a life insurance claim. All she needed was
some simple “letter” from a judge- a one-page
judicial council form with 6 boxes checked
with pretty purple seals in the corners. It’s
difficult for her to understand that “Letters
Testamentary” take around $1,000 in filing
and publication fees and over a month to get.
And why isn't it called something logical like
“Authority of Executor”?

Mediation may involve going into a quiet
corner and becoming quiet with your inner
self, but you’re most likely to be joined
in a conference room with attorneys.
I thought Laches were things on my
door? How in this epidemic of hand
sanitizers can they claim “Unclean Hands™?
“Statute of Frauds”— maybe we could say
“Show Me The Writing.” “Parol Evidence”
inmates giving evidence to a panel to justify
release? Estoppel? Estopped to Deny?
Generally denying? Specially denying?

What’s with the “Consolidated Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act” for my health
insurance—COBRA? Really?

We send clients to file papers at “the County”
on their way to see their POS to ask the PD
what the DA is doing with the TRO and
DV charges.

After not qualifying for the HAMP program,
the couple had some real estate questions.
Getting his ARM free from his APR, and
their APN from the MLS we discussed
FHA, HUD issues, TIs, HOAs. What about
Section 82 What was the property’s FMV?
The buyer wants a 1031. Sign the PCOR.
Should we do a Prop 582 Why is a TIN
called an EIN?

A distraught woman is unable to grasp that
the certified judgment signed by a judge
that she worked for months getting through
Ventura County’s court system is now just
worth the paper it is printed on because the
debtor filed a Chapter 7 in CDBC via ECF
listing the suit on the SOFA, she filed a Proof

of Claim with the UST, skipped the 341
and now the debt is discharged. “But I have
a signed judgment,” she pleads in absolute

confusion. “The judge SIGNED it.”

I share her confusion. I am bewildered and
confused. A man who was speaking English
to me on the phone has just arrived to
inquire about my WEP key, my IP address
and the location of my router. Pardon me?
Sputtering and trying to hold my stance, I
know that I am going to be a member of the
AARP before I understand him, and soon I
may need CPR. Have I signed my AHCD?
My POLST? CUTMA accounts for kids?
529s? Are my VCBA dues paid? I see this
look every day as I translate for others. The
tech can help me navigate his language; we
attorneys can help our clients navigate ours.

In addition to being one of the founders of
Santa Clara Valley Legal Aid, Laura Bartels
handles bankrtupcy, commercial, estate
planning, probarte and public interest matters
at Taylor, Scoles & Bartels in Fillmore.

MyERS, WIDDERS, GIBSON,
JONES & SCHNEIDER, L.L.P.

MWGJS is honaored to congratulate
associate [ill L. Friedman
on being named to the

American Board of Trial Advocates

Jill L. Friedman, Esq.
5425 Everglades Street
Ventura, CA 93003
(805) 644-7188
jiriedman@mwegjs.com | www.mwgjs.com

Ms, Frigaman s alsy Hre currend President of Women Laurgers of Ventura Connty




ASSOCIATION HAS IDENTIFIED THESE INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL PLANNING

- q S A SIGNIFICANT BENEFIT TO OUR MEMBERS...THE VENTURA COUNTY BAR
ROFESSIONALS TO ACCOMMODATE YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS. |HESE BROKERS

* ARE RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR INTEGRITY, KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE IN SERVING THE

LEGAL COMMUNITY. THEY CAN ASSIST YOU IN THE AREAS OF LIFE, HEALTH, DISABILITY
INCOME, LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE, ANNUITIES AND INVESTMENTS. You CAN OBTAIN

BAR ASSOCIATION STATE AND COUNTY BAR PLANS AT DISCOUNTED RATES THROUGH THESE BROKERS.
F Y d Fil J W AlL k. F 4 N

!

-

Barry A. Cane

Disability Income Insurance
Business Overhead Expense

(805) 496-5537 Fax: (805) 496-5598

Lic. #0740274

240 Lombard St., #100, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

Registered Representative Park Avenue Securities (PAS), 7 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004. Securities products and services offered
through PAS, 1-888-600-4667, Member FINRA. PAS is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of The Guardian Life insurance Company
of America. Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America, New York, NY and other fine insurance companies.

Michael P. Kenney*, cLU

Group and Individual Health Insurance
Business and Personal Life Insurance -

= e L
(805) 497-7407 Fax: (805) 494-1363 ’i"*

www.kenneyins.com Lic. # 0688916

Securities offered through a registered represented of Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., Member FINRA.
Branch Office: 100 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 152, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 e (805) 496-4600

Al 4000000 S
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LAWYERS’ MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

Legal Malpractice Insurance

Generations of California
Lawyers can’t be wrong...

F or over 3 decades, LMIC has been insuring the legal profession
in California. We have built long term relationships based

on trust, reliability and responsiveness. Those qualities are proven
over time and are hard to replace. Our experience gives us credibility
that our policyholders have come to rely on.

That is why our typical policyholder has been insured with LMIC

for over 10.7 years and our “preferred” policyholder for over 14.

They have enjoyed the benefits of membership including policy
premium credits, dividends* and over 50+ hours FREE online MCLE.

Our MCLE is designed to educate our policyholders in preventing
malpractice, improving their practices and satisfying their compliance
needs. Member lawyers also have access to our toll free one-on-one
hotline, where they can consult with lawyers, who are knowledgeable
on issues concerning loss prevention and professional responsibility.

Now you know what our policyholders know.

We offer more
than just an insurance policy.

CF\
ﬁfgéwww.LMIC.com or call (800) 252-2045

LAWYERS' MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY — 3110 West Empire Avenue, Burbank, CA 91504
*Dividends are paid at the sole discretion of the Company’s Board of Directors and past dividends do not guarantee the payment or amount of future dividends.
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I\ JAD
CLIENTS?

Become a member and let
the LRIS get clients for you!

LRIS Needs More
Attorneys In The
Following Areas:

Civil Rights
Education Law
Government Benefits
Intellectual Property
Taxation Law
Tenant Rights
Malpractice

*East County
Attorneys in all areas

*Spanish speaking

in all areas

LRIS

LAWYER REFERRAL
& INFORMATION SERVICE

For more information

call Alex Varela

(805) 650-7599

www.vcba.org

BANKRUPTCY

ATTORNEY

Outstanding bankruptcy litigator & strategist
with 30+ years experience helps law firms
and their clients with all aspects of bankruptcy.

e Aggressive & Creative Bankruptcy Advocacy

e All Aspects of Business & Personal Bankruptcies/
Reorganizations (Chapters 7, 11 & 13)

e Debtor & Creditor Representation
® Bankruptcy Avoidance & Pre-Bankruptcy Strategies

® Protections from Foreclosures, Judgments, Settlements,
Lawsuits, Liens, Debts, Collections

® Protections Against Debtors Likely to File for Bankruptcy
UCLA Law 4 Phi Beta Kappa ¢+ Magna Cum Laude

+ Free Initial Consult + Tip the scales of
Exceptional Quality bankruptcy justice
at Low Prices in your clients’ favor. e

Law Offices of Philip D. Dapeer
A Law Corporation
Offices in Westlake Village & Beverly Hills

805.557.7001 4 323.954.9144
BankruptcyFocus@aol.com

Hon. David W. Long |3

“TIRED .
RETIREL e

Now available in the
Western San Fernando Valley
and Counties of VENTURA,
SANTA BARBARA and
SAN LUIS OBISPO.

Other Locations Considered.

Creative Dispute Resolution
Serving All of Southern California

877-CDR4ADR
ADR-Fritz.com « CDR.Fritz@gmail.com
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HOW WOULD WE DO IT WITHOUT HER?
SPOTLIGHT ON CELENE VALENZUELA

Continued from page 5

coordinate the fundraiser. Members who
pledge to make a tax-deductable donation
will get their name in an ad in CITATIONS
and a lovely thank you letter from the Bar.

As the content administrator for the Bar’s
website/blog, Celene makes sure that all of
the information is up to date. She uploads
the slideshows (check it out this month for
pictures from the Barristers’ Bowling Night),
uploads articles from CITATIONS, and she
even set up an RSS feed. “People can register
by clicking on the homesite, entering their
e-mail address and clicking ‘Go.”” Then,
whenever there is a blog update, members can
get information right in their email.

Celene grew up in Oxnard after moving here
from Mexico with her family when she was
just three years old. Understandably, she
doesn’t remember much of her life before
Oxnard, but her love for her new hometown is
almost palpable. Celene regularly attends City
Council meetings, works with non profits,
and has canvassed and organized campaigns
for local politicians. She helped two current
City Council members win their current
seats and, at just 24, was one of the principal

administrators and organizers of a mayoral
electoral campaign.

Now 27, with a B.A. in Business
Administration, the University of LaVerne
graduate is active beyond the political forum
as well. She plans to return to school for a
Masters in Public Policy at CLU next year.
In the meantime, like all of us, she takes time
to enjoy life outside of work. Living with
her parents and her three dogs (Bubbles,
Mercedes, and Katherine), she often cooks
when the whole family comes over on
weekends. Although already bilingual, she’s
working on learning French and Chinese.
And she and her fiancé are studying dance —
having learned the Tango, they are moving on
to the Rhumba and the Cha Cha. When asked
about her wedding coming up on December
10¢h, she said “there will be dancing at the
reception for sure.”

Tom Adams practices
consumer law and business
litigation in Ventura.

LEGAL MALPRACTICE
EXPERT WITNESS

and LAWYERS ADVOCATE
STATE BAR DEFENSE

PHILLIP FELDMAN
B.S., M.B.A,,].D., AV. (Preeminent)

Fellow American Board of
Professional Liability Attorneys

Certified Specialist
Legal Malpractice
(ABPLA & American Bar Association)

Former Judge Pro Tem
Former State Bar Prosecutor

Fee Arbitrator 35 years
Litigator/Expert 44 years

Malp/Ethics Author
www.LegalMalpracticeExperts.com

Email: LegMalpExpert@aol.com
StateBarDefense@aol.com

(310)LEG-MALP(534-6257)

ALSO FEE DISPUTES,
PREVENTATIVE LAW & RISK

MANAGEMENT CONSULTATIONS

4

]

Personalized representation
to attain client goals

HOEFFLIN *BURROWS delivers results by putting client
interests first and using a team-based approach to creatively,
intelligently, and effectively resolve legal matters.

Emphasis on

Real Estate

HOEFFLIN
BURROWS

A Law Corporation

Business and Corporate
Partnerships/ LLC’s

Trust/Estate Disputes
Executive Employment

2659 Townsgate Road, Suite 232
Westlake Village, CA 91361
(805) 497-8605

www. hoefflinlaw.com

Refer with confidence

(Left to right)
o Steven A. Meadyville, Esq., Of Counsel
o Richard M. Hoefflin, Esq.
o Jason M. Burrows, Esq.
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UNIQUE PROGRAM GENERATES
REFERRALS FOR LOCAL ATTORNEYS

By Rachel Coleman

A novel and unique
pilot program between
the Ventura County
Lawyer Referral and
Information Service
(LRIS) and the Conejo
Valley Chamber of
Commerce brings new
opportunities to local
attorneys and local
businesses. In light
of the changing economy, Steven Lehat
spearheaded this stimulating program to
create a bridge between the needs of local
business owners and to generate attorney
referrals. The program provides Chamber
members with referrals to local attorneys

through its “Affinity Program.”

Steven Lehat

Many business owners do not consult
an attorney until there is a problem. A
“win-win” for both sides, the Affinity
Program allows business owners to develop
relationships with attorneys so they will be
comfortable seeking guidance throughout
the growth of their businesses. Attorneys
will have the ability to mix and mingle with
Chamber members at such monthly events
as “Jump Start Networking Breakfasts,”
“Lunch and Learn,” “Networking at Night
Mixers” and other Chamber events.

Lehat is the driving force behind the
Affinity Program. Since the early 90s,
Lehat has created many other innovative
programs between referral services and
chambers of commerce across the United
States. He developed a successful practice
in the Newport Beach area specializing
in intellectual property, securities and
international trade. Recently, Lehat opened
an office in Ventura County. Looking to
contribute to the local legal community,
Lehat joined the LRIS board in December
2010. The Chamber’s professionalism,
commitment to its members, and their
demographics motivated Lehat to pioneer

the Affinity Program.

To receive referrals from Chamber members,
attorneys must first enroll or already be
members of LRIS. Next, attorneys contact
Alex Varela-Guerra at VCBA, (805)650-

7599 to obtain an application for the
Conejo Valley Chamber of Commerce Pilot
Program. Once enrolled, attorneys will be
eligible to receive referrals from Chamber
members. In exchange, attorneys should be
committed to giving a discount to Chamber
members on a case—by-case basis.

Attorneys enrolled in the pilot program
will also have access to specific programs
targeted at the business aspect of building
and running a law practice. Each quarter
will bring a different state-of-the-art
program focused on assisting a law firm’'s
function as a business. Attorneys will also
have the opportunity to make 30-minute
presentations about his or her area of
expertise directly to Chamber members at
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“Lunch and Learn” events. Participation in
this program will create great opportunities
for attorneys not only to obtain new clients
but also to build relationships within the
local business community that may allow
them to become long-term, trusted advisors.

Rachel Coleman is
an associate attorney
practicing business
and civil litigation
at DK Law Group.
She is also a board
member of Ventura
County Barristers and a
CITATIONS editorial

board member.

MEDIATION SERVICES

* RLUISINESS

» [NSURANCE
* PROBATE

www.californianeutrals.org

Serving Doy, Lo Awgeder, Vennora,
Setaeral Hivvbivve o Seow Freir Cpa Caysics

» EMPLOYMENT

* PERSOMNAL [INJURY
* PROBESSIONAL NEGLIGENCL

Mr. Carrington is “very knowledgeable. Insurance companies
respect his opinion. Extensive trial experience (ABOTA), excellent
mediator, fair, objective arbitrator. Extraordinarily capable and
forthcoming with efforts and involvement. He is very thorough
and fair.” Quote from 2006 Consumer Lawyers Evaluations

R.A. CARRINGTON

543 Shetigld
Leaata Barkora, Colifornin 23108

E05.565.1487 » Foxz B05.565.3187 = RATCE cox, net
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JACOBS & JACOBS

ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
TAX PROFESSIONALS SINCE 1944
THERE’S NO SUBSTITUTE FOR
EXPERIENCE & EXPERTISE

* TRUSTEE & EXECUTOR SERVICES

* TRUST & PROBATE ACCOUNTING

e FIDUCIARY INCOME TAX RETURNS
e ESTATE TAX RETURNS
e ESTATE PLANNING

« ELDERCARE SERVICES

OJAI THOUSAND OAKS
(805) 646-4321 (805) 497-4007

JOHN JACOBS, CPA GREGG BURT, CPA PAUL THOMAS, CPA

Sometimes numbers are
the only prints left behind.

Arxis Financial is a proven forensic accounting and litigation
specialist. We will examine the financial data and help you
determine the “bottom line.” Arxis provides financial and
valuation analysis needed to resolve a variety of legal disputes
from family court to civil, criminal, and probate courts. In many
cases our experts can help you reach a settlement. If trial or

arbitration is required we give you the support you need to win.

Chris Hamilton, CPA, CFE, CVA

805.306.7890
www.arxisfinancial.com
chamilton @arxisgroup.com

AR

FINANCIAL, INC.

FORENSIC ACCOUNTING BUSINESS VALUATION FRAUD ANALYSIS



pma.

DISPUTE RESOLUTION

Katherine J. Edwards, Esq. Louise A. LaMothe, Esq.

To find out more about PMA or view our neutrals’ profiles, contact us at:

www.pma-adr.com or 877.678.1010

Irvine * Los Angeles * San Francisco * San Diego * Inland Empire « Century City * Sacramento * Las Vegas

© 2011 PMA is a Sarnoff Company.
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11TH Hour MEDIATION

It’s never too late to mediate.

DAVID M. KAREN, ESQ.
MEDIATOR & ARBITRATOR

P. MARK KIRWIN, ESQ.
MEDIATOR & ARBITRATOR

PMK@11thHourMediation.com
(805) 320-5583

DK@11thHourMediation.com
(805) 988-4728

Offices in Ventura, Oxnard, Encino and Los Angeles.
11"THHOURMEDIATION.COM
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EXPLORE CIVIL LAW
AND PRE-COLUMBIAN
LEGAL TRADITIONS

IN GUATEMALA
By Vanessa Frank Garcia

The Mexican-American Bar Association
is planning another wonderful trip with
participation open to all, including judicial
officers. Taking place Spring, 2012, the focus
of the week-long trip to Guatemala will be
the exploration of the Civil (Roman) Law
tradition and its intersection with vibrant
pre-Columbian legal traditions governing
large swaths of this diverse nation. Our
Guatemalan colleagues will also be eager to
learn from us about U.S. and California law.

With a population of about 15 million
people, there are over 20 nationally recognized
languages in Guatemala, most predating the
European arrival. Beginning in the capital,
Guatemala City, we will meet with law
professors and private attorneys and enjoy
great food and some sightseeing. Then we'll
head out to the Western region, home to
some of the culturally richest indigenous
communities in the Americas. There, we
will meet traditional leaders of these Mayan
communities and gain a deeper understanding
of traditional legal models.

With the 1996 conclusion of Guatemala’s civil
war, pre-Columbian culture and language
have gained official recognition and support.
The legal systems are no exception and
pre-Columbian jurisprudence continues to
develop. The Land of Eternal Spring is always
a beautiful place to visit, and in late spring it
is less “touristy.” We hope to time our trip to
conclude immediately prior to Holy Week
(Semana Santa) allowing you to extend your
stay to enjoy this colorful and festive time.

We have space for 30 attorneys. Family
members can “tag along.” No Spanish is
required. If you are interested in participating,
please email Vanessa Frank Garcia by
Sept. 15, at Vanessa.frankgarcia@gmail.com.

Vanessa Frank Garcia
practices primarily
immigration law in
Oxnard. She graduated
from Stanford Law
School and has traveled
extensively in Guatemala

with her family.
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IRWIN R. “ROB” MILLER ESQ.

ERISA Disability and Life Insurance MEDIATION * ARBITRATION

Representing claimants in the denial of group
disability and life insurance claims.

Want to settle that case?

gacy.Coling A trial lawyer for over 35 years, | have

Attorney At Law .
5699 Kanan Road, successfully tried and settled
Suite 415 million and multi-million dollar cases.

Agoura Hills, CA 91301
tracy@tracycollins.com
(818) 889-2441
Referral fees paid in accordance with
Professional Rule of Conduct 2-200.

My experience and training will
help settle your cases.

J.D. Univ. of Cincinnati-Law Review Editor

"AV" Rated Martindale-Hubbell

Pepperdine Univ. School of Law-Straus Institute
Arbitration Panel Ventura County

Ventura Center for Dispute Settlement

Member of VCBA, LACBA

Past President Hollywood Bar Association

Million and Multi-Million Dollar Advocates Forum

(805) 485-2700 Fax (805) 485-2751

\ ‘ ﬂ“ Email: irmmediation@aol.com + Web: IRMlaw.net
y VUW 300 Esplanade Drive, Suite 1760 + Oxnard, CA 93036

Theresa M. Robledo, GRI
Broker-Owner
DRE #01483023 IRWIN R. ‘“‘ROB” MILLER ESQ.

805.625.4450 business MEDIATION ¢ ARBITRATION
805.524.1380 fax

Agent@DiamondRealtyTeam.com
www.DiamondRealtyTeam.com
Ventura & Los Angeles Counties

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA’S NEMECEK-COLE

PREEMINENT PROFESSIONAL Attorneys At Law
LIABILITY AND BUSINESS
LITIGATION FIRM

15260 VENTURA BOULEVARD, SUITE 920 "
SHERMAN OAKS, CA 91403
TEL: 818.788.9500 / FAX: 818.501.0328

FRANK W. NEMECEK JONATHAN B. COLE* MICHAEL MCCARTHY

WWW.NEMECEK-COLE.COM

* Certified Specialist in Legal Malpractice Law from The State Bar of California Board of Legal Specialization
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HELP WANTED

Attorney — workers' compensation defense.
Ventura County based firm. Travel to Los
Angeles area required. New admittees to
California State Bar, or one to two years
experience. Fax resume and salary history to

(805) 445-9026.

Associate - Well-established insurance
defense firm secks energetic, service-
oriented associate with 3-5 years’ experience
in the areas of construction defect and
personal injury. Strong research, writing
and oral communication skills required.
E-mail resume to Hiring Partner: bns@
bnslawyers.com

SERVICES AVAILABLE

Are you splitting hairs splitting your
time? — Need some back-up that is fully
mobile? Court appearances, research,
drafting motions, pleadings and briefs
at affordable rates. Call me, Kate Brolan
(805)308-0858.

Organize and simplify — with Deborah
Catalina Solis Personal & Business
Organization. Garage/storage organization.
Estate probate home cleanup. Filing systems.
Research & resources for stalled projects.
Database management. Mobile systems.
Call (805)766-2098. Email soliscatalina@
hotmail.com. #108 Blackburn PI.,
Ventura, 93004.

OFFICE SPACE

Furnished 160 sq. ft. office in Ventura —
Located across from the Ventura County
Government Center. Amenities include:
free lights, fax machine, air conditioning,
phone, voicemail service, fully furnished
office with a window view and free internet.
Cleaning crew keeps office looking nice.
$800 per month, computer maintenance
and use of photo copy machine for an
additional charge. Share office with two
other attorneys. Please call (805) 650-7847
or email davidwrobinson2009@gmail.com

Completely restored victorian home
— Built in 1897 and designated as City
Historical Landmark No. 33. 119 Figueroa
Street, Ventura, between the mission and
the Ventura Fairgrounds. Walk to the
beach and historic old town Ventura.
Many antiques used in restoration. Rent
piece of history. Zoned commercial
or office. Rent all or just part. Room
sizes vary and rents per space start at

$450 per month. Call (805)340-1204.

“Pre-leasing” executive suites — in brand
new Corporate Point Building of Simi
Valley. Starting as low as $800 per month.
Flexible, short- and long-term leases, virtual
office packages, conference rooms, high-
tech copy center, coffee lounge, 24/7 access,
secure facility w/surveillance. (888)966-
2655. One month free (offer good until
Oct. 6, 2011).

Tower office spaces available — Free Rent!
Rare opening in suite 1180 in the “Tower,”
Ventura County's premier office address.
“King’s Corner” office with great views as
well as individual window offices available
in multi-conference room, established
full attorney Suite 1180. Full amenities
available, including potential for overflow
or start-up assistance. Great turnkey
location for solo, small firm and mediators.
Short- or long-terms. Best offers accepted!

Call (805)988-4848.
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Ocean view victorian — Offices available
in the historic Judge Ewing House at
605 Poli Street. City Hall, downtown
restaurants next door and only a couple
of blocks to the beach and the Court
of Appeal. Wireless internet and copier
included; conference room available, too.

Call John at (805)340-5431.
HOMES AVAILABLE

Beautiful townhouse — West Ventura 3 +
2.35 available Sept 1, extra clean, perfect
for SB commute. Fireplace, 2 car garage,
private patio, community pool. New
microwave and dishwasher. Landlord
pays water, trash, association dues. Non-
smokers only. Cat OK. $1750 + $1950
security. Serious applicants must pay non-
refundable $35 credit check. Call Priscilla
(805)890-8021.

Tri-County Sentry
Newspaper
LEGAL/PUBLIC NOTICES

We can publish your Trustee’s Sales,
Probate Notices and Change of Names.

Court Order No.125431

Rates:

Trustee’s Sales...$225 approx

Petition to Admin $180 For the best
Change of Name...$110 service call
Legal Notices...$9.50 983-0015

We file your Affidavit of Publication with the court

VETERANS BENEFITS
Aid & Attendance; Homebound; etc

Spouse; children; and parents
e \leterans' Service Connected Compensation
 Spousal Death & Indemnity Compensation
® VA Appeals

o \/eterans’ Non-Service Connected Pensions for

o Non-service Connected Pensions for Surviving

ELDER LAW SERVICES

oo

MEDI-CAL ELIGIBILITY
e Custom-designed Eligibility Analysis

& Qualification Plan (Asset Protection)
o Application Preparation & Representation
o Medi-Cal Recovery Claim Avoidance
 Appeals of benefits denial/loss

Services focused on assisting individuals obtain Veterans/Medi-Cal benefits for Long Term Care

THE LAW OFFICES OF CRAIG R. PLOSS

290 MAPLE COURT, SUITE 118, VENTURA, CA 93003 TEL: (805)642-8407 FAX: (866)379-2179 EMAIL: PLOSS@TDS.NET
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Over 100 lawyers, family and friends
participated in the 5th Annual Barristers’
Bowling Night July 19 at Harley’s in Camarillo.
The event raised nearly $900 for the Make A
Wish Foundation and lots of awards presented
including Most Strikes/Men, Matt Purcell;
Most Strikes/Women, Michelle Deguzman;
High Score Men, Robert Hester; High Score
Women, Melissa Waters; High Scoring
Couple, Katie Pietrolungo & Tim Clunen;
Wild Turkey Award, MacKenzie Menia,
and Team Champion, Anderson Kill Wood
& Bender. Kudos to the Barristers’ board for
organizing...The Criminal Defense Bar held
their annual awards banquet June 17 atop the
Crowne Plaza. The Richard E. Erwin Award in
recognition “of his adversarial spirit, his skill
as an advocate and his courage in defending
the demand,” went to Ron Bamieh. The
Joyce Yoshioka Award for “Outstanding
contribution to the criminal justice system
and for her commitment to the cause of the
tired, the weak, and the poor,” was received
by DPD Mary Shea. Mary has been with
the office for 18 years. The Young Criminal
Defense Trial Lawyer of the Year was given to
DPD Ayala Benefraim...

Paul Fritz passed away in Santa Barbara on
July 10 after a very brief illness. Paul was a
regular around bar activities; advertising in
this magazine, a founding member of the JHB
Inn of Court, and a regular attendee of our
VCTLA dinner meetings. A complete obituary
may be viewed at www.santabarbaranewspress.
com July 15...Robert Jennings died June
29 in Oxnard. I had never met Robert nor
was he a bar member. He was a lawyer since
2002 and graduated from the Ventura College
of Law. He worked FT for Kevin DeNoce
before Kevin became a judge. You may
view his obituary at www.vestar.com July 6
or his website at www.rpjdivorcelaw.com...

Exec’s Dot...Dot...Dot...

By Steve Henderson, Executive Director, M.A., CAE

They really do come in threes—Harry Hibbs
(SB#39671) passed July 17 in Ventura. He
graduated from the University of Arizona
College of Law in 1967. That's 44 years,
people. Harry was with Lowthorp Richards
for many years, but had been flying solo for
over 20...The Ventura Superior Court’s local
rules have been revised effective July 1. They
can be spotted at www.ventura.courts.ca.gov/

paf files/county_county_court_rules.pdf...

Quebec/Montreal? Lou Vigorita at lvigorita@
vigorita.com... Rivera Maya, Mexico?
Matt LaVere at 642.6702...the case of a
Philadelphia judge’s missing robe as been
solved. The municipal judge who thought
his robe had been stolen said that it was all a
big misunderstanding. Earlier, Judge Joseph
Waters, Jr. said his official garb had been
taken from the unlocked robing room at the
courthouse while he was in the men’s room. An
email was sent out to judges and courthouse
staff asking people to keep an eye out for
it. Judge Waters now tells the Philadelphia
Daily News that a court employee mistakenly
picked up the garment, thinking it belonged
to another judge. The staffer returned it...
Newly appointed California Supreme Court
Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye will be the
special guest at the Santa Barbara County
Bar Association’s Annual Dinner Nov. 28 at
the Marriott Hotel in Buellton. SBCBA at
569.5511 for details...

Recommended Book of the Month: Making
Our Democracy Work: A Judges View, by Justice
Stephen Breyer. Alfred A. Knopf, 270 pages,
$26.95, hardcover...Quote of the Month:
“I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, so help me me.”
God (George Burns) is sworn in as a witness
in Oh, God! (1977)...Robert Hernandez
started his new associate’s job at Anderson Kill
Wood & Bender July 18. Robert hails from
Moorpark and you may reach him 288.1300
or randerson@andersonkill.com...

I've heard about this over the years, but Jon
Light is the first to confirm it. If you get a ticket
and you qualify for traffic school, there’s an
outfit in Century City that offers 6.5 hours of
CLE credit for lawyers at the same time as you
get credit for your traffic school attendance. It
may also be done online. All for $195 and the
link is mcledlawyers.com. . .ATexas litigator has

a new nickname after a recent hunting trip.
Levi G. McCathern bagged a 14-foot, nearly
900-pound alligator with a single shot, one
of the largest ever captured in the state. So
now folks are saying the G stands for Gator,
McCathern says. “How far are you when you
take that shot? Probably about 100 to 120
yards away,” said McCathern. “It went right
in the brain; it was a perfect shot, probably
my luckiest shot.”...Amber Rodriguez and
her husband Augie, as well as big sister Alexis,
welcomed a new addition to the family, a baby
girl named Isla Mia on April 23. Litde Isla
weighed 7 pounds...

Amy Dilbeck has left her Main Street,
Ventura bungalow office for an ocean view
in the Bard Hospital, where she has joined
Strauss Law Group as an associate effective
July 11. She brings her estate planning and
trust litigation practice and will assist SLG’s
employment law and employment, business
and real estate litigation. She may be reached
at ard@strausslawgroup.com...The heirs of
Anna Nicole Smith won’t be able to collect
on a tort judgment against the son of her late
billionaire husband because of a Supreme
Court decision on the authority of bankruptcy
judges. Chief Justice John Roberts wrote the
majority opinion. It began with a quote from
Chatles Dickens” Bleak House detailing long
running litigation in which the original parties
have “died out of it.” Dickens wrote of a “long
procession” of judges and a suit that “drags its
weary length before the court.” “Those words
were not written about this case”, Roberts
wrote, “but they could have been.”...Tennis
anyone? Tina Cowdrey and Donna Daily
are planning the 3rd Annual Doug Daily
Memorial Champagne Breakfast and Tennis
Tournament for Labor Day. It will take
place Monday, Sept. 5 at Spanish Hills CC
beginning at 8:30 a.m. Tina may be reached
at 218.6263 or tjcowdrey@aol.com...

Steve Henderson has been the executive director
and chief executive officer of the bar association
and its affiliated organizations since November
1990. He was an assistant coach of the U.S.A
Women’s World Cup Team. Additionally,
Henderson supplied legal advice to Judge Reggie
Walton during the Roger Clemens mistrial.
Henderson may be reached ar steve@vcba.
org, FB, Twitter at stevehendol, LinkedIn, or
preferably 650.7599.



ey

T 1 ™ Over the years the equipment

AL

(= -~ haschanged, but not

T

f'_ . .P-_'-é;: .
\w ._,_J the service

— -

“Personal meets all my needs and
surpasses all my expectations.

Their prices are very reasonable

and service is fantastic.

| recommend them enthusiastically’.
—Michael Alder, Alder Law, PC

Personal Court Reporters is a full-service court
reporting, video, and litigation support firm ready
to serve you in California and with affiliates in all
50 states. We provide our clients with an effective
combination of technology, competitive pricing,
and quality service for all your litigation needs.

A single phone call brings you our complete array
of litigation services. Document Depository in all

5 locations. GRAND OPENING OF
WEST LOS ANGELES OFFICE

PCR announces the opening of
our West Los Angeles office,

Personal Court Reporters offers conference

facilities at our locations in Van Nuys, Ventura, with four conference rooms and
Santa Barbara, Ontario and now Los Angeles U e Ry
1363 Donlon St., Ste 8, Ventura, CA 93003 fOF dePOSitionS or heafings- 11400 W. Qlympic Blvd. Ste 140

W. Los Angeles, CA 90064

D ) G

COURT REPORTERS

1047 West Sixth Street, Suite D, Ontario, CA 91762 FREE VALIDATED PARKING

www.personalcourtreporters.com - (800) 433-3767

11400 W. Olympic, Los Angeles, CA 90064
Suite formerly occupied by Paulson Court Reporting




CITATIONS

Ventura County Bar Association
4475 Market Street, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID

PERMIT NO. 507
OXNARD, CA 93030

DAVID LEHR LAW

3 Mew babies.

samw il B Ao

ADVICE YOU CAN TRUST
WHEN THE STAKES ARE

We would appreciate your criminal law referrals.

4 Years in private practice, {17+ years in criminal law.)

2 Over two thousand years of prison time avoided for our clients.
1 The first person o call for criminal defense.
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789 5. Victoria Ave,, Suite 202, Ventura, CA 93003 Phone: (805) 477-0070 www.DavidLehrLaw.com
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