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It is already November and another year

has flown by. For me, this means only two
months left in my presidency and most of
my goals that seemed so attainable at the
beginning of the year are just as far away as
they were then. It also means that I have
only two president’s messages left to write.

There is a topic that I have avoided, not be-
cause of its controversy, but rather because
I wasn't sure how to make it comport with
the criteria established by Number 45 (Past
President J. Roger Myers). It must be rel-
evant to the practice of law. I will admit that
perhaps some of my prior expositions were
not immediately identifiable for their legal
relevancy. However, I have endeavored to tie
the significance of our profession into each
piece. But undil a recent dinner time con-
versation with my spouse, I had not found
the nexus between my favorite sport and the
law. Michelle reminded me of the legal work
I once did (or didnt do!) that was directly
related. Hence, I am free to talk about For-
mula 1 Racing.

I have always loved F1. The romance, the
exotic places, the lines of the cars, the sounds
of engines screaming at 18,000 rpm’s, are all
magic for me. Iam transformed when I hear
the names Monaco, Monza, Senna, Fangjo,
Schumacher, or when the Italian national
anthem or the theme to the movie Grand
Prix are played. I am not 58 when I watch or
go to arace. I'm likea 10 year old at Disney-
land, too excited to sit still. Before Tivo, I
would get up at 4:30 to watch the European
races. | wear “Tifosi” (Ferrari fan) red and fly
the Cavallino Rampante (Ferrari horse) flag
on race days. Admittedly, ’'m nuts.

I've owned lots of great sports cars and have
driven some of them on the track, but my
only real racing has been in go karts. When
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Tony Strauss

we moved to Ventura County in 1977, we
lived at Oxnard Shores and I drove up Har-
bor Blvd. past the go kart track every day.
Almost immediately upon making the tran-
sition to private practice (and finding that I
had a few discretionary dollars to spend) I
bought a kart from Jim Hall II. Jim, who is
the son of racing driver and race car designer
legend Jim Hall, took over the track in the
early 80s and has operated Jim Hall Kart
Racing School (first at that location, now
on Rice Road) ever since. Jim invited me
out for club racing. What a kick going 60
miles an hour one-half inch off the ground
in wheel to wheel racing. Soon I had a sec-
ond kart and I converted the first into a racer
for Mike, who was then about 8. Both karts
were red, covered with Ferrari stickers. We
were “Team Strauss” and, while we didn’t
take home too many trophies, we had lots
of fun.

I also developed a close and lasting friend-
ship with Jim. I started helping him with his
contracts and minor legal issues in exchange
for tires and parts. Even after I stopped rac-
ing (because Mike was playing baseball and
soccer), 1 continued to provide services
to Jim as needed.
through Jim that allowed me to experience

It was an opportunity
professional racing.

In the late 80s, Jim Hall Sr. decided to re-
enter professional racing and field a car to
compete in the Indianapolis 500 and the
CART Championship Series. Jim Sr. tapped
his son to be team manager. The team was
based in Midland, Texas,and Jim had to hire

a manger to run the kart operation when he

moved to Midland. He also needed a law-
yer to represent the team. Jim Sr. and his
engineer/partner acquired the racing chassis

and engines. All of that was then done by
handshake.

Not so with a driver. Jim II handled that
and, when he was in negotiations with
John Andretti, he tasked me with writing
the driver’s contract. I was familiar with all
types of employment contracts, but I had
never seen a driver’s agreement. [ asked Jim
if he could ask around for some samples. He
came up with the contracts used by John’s
uncle Mario, racer Rick Mears and a host of
others. Driver agreements are more about
what drivers cant do when they aren’t on the
track, like skiing or riding a motorcycle or
scuba diving. They are not supposed to do
anything dangerous because they might hurt
themselves! They are also about where spon-
sors’ logos go on their drivers’ suits and how
many interviews they have to give. Ihad fun
with that contract.

But that was not as much fun as being the
guest of the team at a race at Laguna Seca. 1
stayed in the hotel with the team, had a VIP
pass at the track, was on the grid just before
the race with the grid girls, mechanics and
celebrities and watched the race from behind
the pit wall. I may not have been driving but
this was racing. I don't think that John An-
dretti did well that race. I seem to recall that
Danny Sullivan may have won it. However,
I was the real winner.

Continued on page 7
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COMMUNITY LEADER BOB HUBER
WINS NORDMAN AWARD

By Russ Takasugi

It is my pleasure to share with the readers
of CITATIONS the background of a man
who has long served his community, the le-
gal profession, his church and family. Bob
Huber was born to serve a life of service to
others and epitomizes service above self.
Bob Huber has been selected as this year’s
recipient of the Ben E. Nordman Public
Service Award. The award was endowed
by the later Ben Nordman, 1957 VCBA
president and founding partner at Oxnard’s
Nordman, Cormany, Hair and Compton,
to recognize outstanding charitable and
public service activities by a Ventura Coun-

ty lawyer.

Bob was born in Los Angeles and raised in
Bakersfield, California. His father owned
the local roller skating rink where Bob began
working at the age of eight. The problem is
that he never stopped working. He gradu-
ated from South Bakersfield High School,
where he was student body president and
managing editor of the school newspaper.
He earned his B.A. in Business Administra-
tion at University of the Pacific, Stockton,
where he was student body senator and yell
leader. He then attended San Francisco
College of Mortuary Science, receiving his
Associate Degree in Mortuary Science and
serving as student body president.

Bob was in the mortuary business for 13
years before changing careers. In 1969, he

founded the Huber Chapel Mortuary in
Simi Valley and operated it until 1978.

During the last four years of his mortuary
ownership Bob attended San Fernando Val-
ley College of Law (now University of La-
Verne), where he was a member of the law
review. He received his Doctor of Jurispru-
dence in December of 1976 and became a
Deputy District Attorney for Kings County.
He purposely chose a small district attor-
ney’s office because he wanted to get quick
experience. He was with the Kings Coun-
ty District Attorney’s Office from 1977
to 1978, and while there averaged a jury
trial a month, handled more than 200 pre-
liminary hearings and had more than 200
court trials. During the time he was at the
District Attorney’s Office he commuted
back and forth Friday to Sunday to his
home in Simi Valley.

COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS
Judge Pro Tem

Bob Huber has served as a Ventura County
Judge Pro Tem from 1981 to the present,
handling both general court trials, small
claims trials and serving the Homeless
Court and the Teen Court. From 1988 to
1998 he was Judge Pro Tem handling men-
tal health certification review hearings un-
der Welfare and Institutions Code §5250.

Public Leadership

Bob served as a member of the City Coun-
cil of the City of Simi Valley from 1980 to
1984. During his term as a council mem-
ber, he initiated the City’s Fiscal Projection
Advisory Committee, Affordable Housing
Committee (the first affordable housing
program in the State), Tree Preservation
Ordinance, and the official City Historian
position.

In 1989 he was the Community Chair of
the successful $35,000,000 Simi Valley
Unified School District school bond passed
by the voters.

Bob has served as an elected Trustee of

the Ventura County Community College
District since 2004, and currently serves
as Chair of the Board of Trustees. After
the Virginia Tech tragedy in 2007, Bob
prompted the Board to launch an emer-
gency response system to protect students
in all three of the District’s community col-
leges. The Board of Trustees accepted his
suggestion and implemented the “District
Wide Emergency Response” system. The
VCCCD was the first of all colleges in the
state (including the UC system, Cal State
system and the Community College sys-
tem) to start such an emergency program.
For taking the lead on creating this innova-
tive system, the VCCCD received a special
commendation from the State Chancellor’s

office.

Bob has also served on the Ventura County
Human Relations Commission, the City of
Simi Valley Industrial Commercial Devel-
opment Commission, the Ventura County
Regional Sanitation District Board of Di-
rectors, Ventura County Criminal Justice
Planning Board, Waterworks District No.
8 Board, and the Simi Valley Sanitation
District Board.

Organization Leadership

As if those public activities weren’t enough,
Bob has also served as president of the Simi
Valley Chamber of Commerce; he was 27
years old the first year he held office. At
various times during his career, Bob has
also headed: his Rotary Club; the Simi Val-
ley Boy Scout District (1972 & 1973); the
Southeast Ventura County YMCA (during
his term as president, the YMCA secured
an additional 35 acres donated by actor
Joel McCrea); and the adminstrative board
of the United Methodist Church of Simi
Valley. He was a founding steering com-
mittee member for Leadership Simi Valley,
the Simi Valley Education Foundation, and
the Simi Valley Community Foundation,
where he is still a board member. Bob also
founded and is still co-chair of the May-
or’s Charity Dinner as well as the annual
auction held by the Boys and Girls Club of
Simi Valley .
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Pro Bono Work

Bob has also had plenty of energy to pro-
vide pro bono legal work over the years for
the Simi Valley Chamber of Commerce,
both the United Methodist Church and
the Presbyterian Church, the Rotary Club,
the Boys and Girls Club, the Free Clinic of
Simi Valley, the Simi Valley Community
Foundation, and the Simi Valley Cultural
Arts Foundation.

Recognition for Community Service

Not surprisingly, given this outpouring of
service, Bob has been honored by many or-
ganizations, including being named as one
of the “Five Outstanding Young Men” in
California by the California State Jaycees in
1973; and repeat honors as the Simi Valley
Chamber of Commerce’s “Simi Valley Man
of the Year.”

Personal and Professional Life

Bob has a life outside the public service
arena. He is married to Deb Holler, the

Vice President/Manager of Citibank in Simi
Valley, and has two sons: Todd owns an
indoor skating park in Simi Valley; Chris
is a drum tech for many famous musicians.

In July 1978, Bob resigned from the Dis-
trict Attorney’s office and went into part-
nership with Jim Cunningham and Joe
Lansden. The firm was known as Cun-
ningham, Lansden & Huber from 1978 to
1982.

In 1982, Bob opened his own law office in
Simi Valley and in 1983 I joined him. We
have been working together since. In 1990,
the firm of Huber & Takasugi was formed.
For the last seven years Bob has brought his
Pekingese dog “Elvis” into the office every
day.

For more than four decades Bob Huber
has given tirelessly of his time and talents
to make Ventura County a better place to
live.

Russ Takasugi handles business transactions
and litigation, estate planning, and probate
as part of Huber & Takasugi in Simi Valley.

BANKRUPTCY

ATTORNEY
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* Protection of Settlements & Judgments

UCLA Law School Graduate
Phi Beta Kappa
Magna Cum Laude
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BankruptcyFocus@aol.com
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THE WILLIAMS RANCH FIRE

By Loye Barton

VICBA past president Loye Barton wrote this the day after the Guiberson fire threatened Moorpark this fall.

We had fire on the ranch on yesterday, 9/23.
We had spent a couple of days getting ready
for the fire. It was an emotional roller coast-
er yesterday, and John had so prepared the
ranch for the possibility of fire that the fire
crews took a hard line approach and did not
let the fire get past the ranch.

The fire started on Tuesday. We both got
home in the afternoon. I packed up a few
things. Ray and John and Antonio, with
a very minor assist from me, got the cows
corralled.  (There was one very bad cow
that almost got to be bar b que — but in the
end joined the herd in the safe spot.). John
brought in a water trailer and hooked it up
right next to the house with a big hose. He
also brought in a water truck and filled it
with many thousand gallons of water. It
stayed at the barn area Tuesday night.

Tuesday night John and I chatted with the
fire department personnel who were sta-
tioned about 7/10 of a mile from the house.
They were fairly optimistic unless there
was a wind change. During the night, the
air around us filled with smoke, and John
left about 3 a.m. to investigate. It was not
looking good. John went to Ventura to get
some work and come back (he had a bid on
Wednesday but the bid had to go by the
wayside). Iloaded the car up. The firefight-
ers thought my choice of items was funny
— rifles, safe with money, passports, dogs and
dog food. By 5 a.m. the fire had crossed
Bixby and was headed our way.

By this time the roads were all closed and
evacuations in progress. John got home and
had me leave with the dogs. He and Ray
stayed behind. Our next door neighbor also
stayed at his home. I took Sheb, Betty and
Molly (all in my little back seat) and headed
to Ventura — pretty emotional for me. We
went to the office. Jami came to meet me
and help with the dogs. Lindee came and
got Betty and Molly for me. I tried to do
some work with Sheb’s help.

Back at the ranch, the fire department met
with John, saw how prepared he and the
ranch were, let him and the guys stay, and
moved in so many firefighters and equip-
ment it was amazing. (On my drive back
later, I stopped counting trucks at 15). Dur-
ing the morning, the small parcel on the
other side of Balcom burned completely.
But it was only brush and some fence build-
ing material. Then the fire crossed over to
the big ranch. John had by this time moved
the water truck to the house. The fire depart-
ment put a truck and men in the corral area
with the animals, and another in the drive-
way next to the house. Then the helicopters
came in to support the ground crew. John
thinks there were at least 20 loads of retar-
dant dropped on the ranch. He has some
great pictures.

We were in touch all morning, and John was
always sure that the structures were going to
be okay. The cows earned their pay and re-
moving the trees last year really made a dif-
ference. In early afternoon I met John and
Ray in Camarillo. They bought lots of wa-
ter and soda for the crews — there were still
60 or 70 firefighters putting out hot spots
on the property. I got back up to the prop-
erty with them. The firefighters were really
thankful for the help. Apparently the fire-
fighters told the Channel 2 television crew
how John’s preparedness helped contain the
fire at the ranch. Channel 2 begged John for
an interview, but he declined. He was really
exhausted.

The fire is still burning but should be con-
tained in the next couple of days. It is very
smoky and the road is still closed at Bradley
and Balcom. (I went to pick up Betty and
Molly last night. There was a new highway
patrolman on the job who did not want me
to go home — we had a discussion.) We slept
at home last night — a mix of miracle and
man. The morning radio talk shows talked
about John and how he helped turn back the
fire being so prepared. He should have done
that interview!

The name of the Williams Ranch seems most
fitting — “One More Last Chance Ranch.”
We have the signs in the garage, and I think
we will now get them out and posted.

We are both working today. The pups are
home, in the house. I suspect we could have
more to clean up than from the fire. John
will assess the damage later this week. We
know there is fencing down that will have to
be repaired before the cows are set loose. The
cows get hay for the rest of the year. They
will be happy. We are going to sleep in this
weekend. Except for some smoke in lungs,
we are well.

Loye M. Barton is a partner with Norman
Dowler, LLP

LEGAL MALPRACTICE
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STATE BAR DEFENSE

PHILLIP FELDMAN
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(ABPLA & American Bar Association)

Former Judge Pro Tem
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Richard M. Norman
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e American Arbitration Association and NASD arbitrator

e Trained Mediator— Pepperdine University Straus Institute

¢ Reasonable fees and flexible scheduling. No administrative charges.

Richard M. Norman
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Counsel on 18 U.S. Tax Court Opinions
Eleven Years in Private Practice
Former IRS Senior Trial Attorney

Former U.S. Tax Court Clerk
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 3

I have never quite been that close to the heart
of Formula 1. T try to go to a race every year;
but it has been tough since there hasn’t been
a North American race in two years. Over
the course of the last 30 I have been able to
make it into the pits at Monza, Montreal,
Indianapolis, Mexico City and a couple of
others. Mike and I crashed an after-the-race
awards dinner in Mexico City, pretending
that we were members of the Ferrari team.
I have ridden in elevators with Ayrton
Senna, Alain Prostand Nigel Mansell. Butthe
closet I ever came to the “real” experience
was an opportunity lost.

In the fall of 1987, I got to know Barry
Simpson, who had just founded Grand Prix
Tours based in Orange County. I went on a
couple of his trips and, as with Jim, [ started
doing some contract review and other legal
work for his business. A couple of years
later, as his business was expanding, Barry
told me that Grand Prix Tours was going to
be renting a yacht in the harbor at Monte
Carlo for the Monaco Grand Prix the fol-
lowing year, and he asked me if I would like
to help. He said that I could have a room on
the yacht in exchange for legal services. This
was a dream come true! The race in Monaco
is the epitome of the Formula 1 experience.
Beautiful people, beautiful location, beauti-
ful cars, I was going to be part of that. “Bar-
ry, of course I will help. Just tell me what
you need me to do.” But then I didn’t hear
from him. A few months later I called to see
if the project was going forward. He told me
that because he had not heard from me, he
made the same offer to another lawyer who
apparently was more proactive. [ am still
waiting to be one of the beautiful people.

Ok, so I have done some race car law. Are
there broader lessons to be learned to make
this a “teaching moment” relevant for my
fellow practitioners? There are. First, follow
your passions. You'll meet people who recog-
nize your enthusiasm and may think that you
will be as passionate about their cause should
they ever have need of legal services. Second,
don’t expect opportunities to chase you. Ifan
opportunity presents itself, don’t let it get
away. Don't let the yacht sail without you!
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John Lewis, Ph.D.
Clinical, Forensic and Consulting Psychology

Dr. Lewis is a licensed psychologist (PSY22281)
who specializes in forensic assessment and
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
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Anthony Strauss 641-9992
MEXICAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
Al Vargas 483-8083

PRO BONO ADVISORY BOARD

David Shain 659-6800

PROBATE & ESTATE PLANNING SECTION
Cheri Kurman 654-0911

REAL PROPERTY

Jody Moore 604-7130
VCBA/VLSP, INC.

Anthony Strauss 641-9992

VLSP, INC. EMERITUS ATTORNEYS

Verna Kagan 650-7599
VC TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION
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Nadia Avila - Legal Assistant

Verna Kagan, Esq. - VLSP Program Manager
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In my last article I wrote of the “secret” wine
treasures of Ventura County. In my haste
to put the word out on the streets I failed to
mention that there is a wine giant in Oak
View. Under their OJAI VINEYARDS la-
bel, Adam and Helen Tolmach have been
working with a dozen different vineyards
throughout the Central Coast to produce
some top quality wines from such Rhone

3 Bail AL Whaslen Frosibisnl
Valley varietals as syrah, grenache, mourve-

dre and viognier; epic Burgundy varietals

pinot noir and chardonnay; a white repre- Cemariilo, CGA 93010

sentative from Bordeaux, sauvignon blanc; Virmlura Couniy BOS B 000

Suinta Barteain BSOS DES-24024)

and even a dry riesling. No small players, o e =

each year they produce around 6,000 cases ‘}/_ Cel] BG A 3-mg e
divided between 15 bottlings, most which F Arfi'/r’fl;1 o BOS G281 18
are vineyard designated wines (including I'; H‘i ‘\ h 5 I I‘"q ( i wowaswhalenbryan.com

the famous Bien Nacido vineyard of Santa
Valley, Fe Ciega of Santa Rita Hills, and
Solomon Hills).

As there is an inverse relationship between 'Eﬂt;"lFﬁEE Bl.&.E].

quantity and quality when it comes to grapes,
instead of purchasing grapes by the ton,
they have good long standing relationships
with the growers to buy the fruit by the acre,
permitting them to culture the vines and
thin the crop to their strict specifications
and yet allowing the grower to receive a fair il

[ I.1:| wha Basalkhis
return on the investment.
* Any Sire Bond

= Servicho en Espafal
= [PEN 24 HOURS

wharner. BOEbail.cam

In the winery they carefully monitor the
wines development with minimum inter-
vention. Their experience has shown them
that the least amount of pumping, fining,
and filtering is always best. The distinctive
character of a vineyard site displayed in
their wines is the ultimate.

FAMILY LAW MEDIATION

Get ready to be dazzled by their pinot noir f | Susana goytla'Ml[[éY

(various vineyards like Bien Nacido and Fe ATTORNEY AT LAW/ PHD

Clega), chardonnay (dltt_o)’. Syrah (ditto) : *Professional Trained Mediator Pepperdine University

rose and dry (not sweet) riesling. They also *Bilingual (English & Spanish)

have non—vintage bottlings of red and white J *President of Woman Lawyers of Ventura County (2005~ Present)
blends that are in no way to be underesti- *President of The Mexican American Bar Association (2007)

. . S Susana Goytia-Miller, Esq. *Member of The American Immigration Lawyers Association
mated. See their website at www.ojaivine- . g y

d J 300 Esplanade Dr., Suite 1760 *Member of The National Lawyers Guild
yard.comt. Oxnard, CA 93036 *Member of The Ventura Center for Dispute Settlement

Tel. (805) 485-2700 % . g . .
Fax (805) 485-2751 Member of The Association for Conflict Resolution

Sgmillerlaw@aol.com

susana@susanagoytiamillerlaw.com RYZAY dndg Oytlaﬂll[[e T[aw. com




NOVEMBER 2009 e« CITATIONS 11

I[RWIN R. “ROB” MILLER ESQ.

MEDIATION * ARBITRATION

Want to settle that case?

A trial lawyer for over 35 years, | have
successfully tried and settled
million and multi-million dollar cases.

My experience and training will
help settle your cases.

The wines of Ojai Vineyards are found in

just about every good wine shop through-
out Ventura County and beyond! Here
in Ventura, you can find them at Ventura
Wine Company as well as Mandell's Liquor
on Telegraph. And by the way, if you want

, J.D. Univ. of Cincinnati-Law Review Editor
to see a real treasure trove of fine wines

in a temperature controlled model wine ° A Ru.Ied Mqrﬁndule-HUbbe” .
. , * Pepperdine Univ. School of Law-Straus Institute
cellar, ask for Terry Mcguire at Mandell's. o Arbitration Panel Ventura (oumy
If you live south of Camarillo, check Wade’s * Ventura Center for Dispute Seftlement
Wines in Agoura Hills. IRWIN R. “ROB” MILLER ESQ. ¢ Member of V(BA, LACBA
Antonio Verdiny is a state corsified court MEDIATION * ARBITRATION o P({Si- President Hglly.w-ood Bar Association
* Million and Multi-Million Dollar Advocates Forum

interpreter who teaches wine classes, conducts

tours and writes a column for advice.com.

(805) 485-2700 Fax (805) 485-2751

Email: irmmediation@aol.com ¢ Web: irmlaw.com
300 Esplanade Drive, Suite 1760 < Oxnard, CA 93036

Sometimes numbers are
the only prints left behind.

Arxis Financial is a proven forensic accounting and litigation
specialist. We will examine the financial data and help you
determine the “bottom line.” Arxis provides financial and
valuation analysis needed to resolve a variety of legal disputes
from family court to civil, criminal, and probate courts. In many
cases our experts can help you reach a settlement. If trial or

arbitration is required we give you the support you need to win.

Chris Hamilton, CPA, CFE, CVA

805.306.7890
www.arxisfinancial.com
chamilton @arxisgroup.com

FINANCIAL, INC.

FORENSIC ACCOUNTING BUSINESS VALUATION FRAUD ANALYSIS



Making wine used to be a hobby.

Now WE OwWN A VINEYARD.

Success Defined. Solutions Delivered;"

SHHTH BHRBHRH BHHK 8 TRHS‘I’ CoMMERCIAL BANKING WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Patty Turnage Jeff Smith
COMMERCIAL & WEALTH MANAGEMENT Senior Vice President Senior Vice President

711 East Daily Drive, Suite 200 101 North Westlake Boulevard

Camarillo Westlake Village

805.383.2865 805.371.3198

Los ANGELESMETRO ® VENTURA ® SANTABARBARA ® SaANLuisOBispo ® MoNTEREY ® SAN Jose

A Division of Pacific Capital Bank, N.A.



JAMS Ventura
Resolution Experts

Full-Time Arbitrators & Mediators Dedicated
to Resolving the Most Challenging Disputes

e

HON. MELINDA
A. JOHNSON (RET.)

HON. WILLIAM
L. PECK (RET.)

HON. STEVEN NANCY J.
J. STONE (RET.) WARREN, ESQ.

€

THE RESOLUTION EXPERTS®

1.800.352.JAMS

Visit our new, enhanced website for unrestricted
access to our national roster of more than 250
neutrals and their bios: www.jamsadr.com
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NOVEMBER
COLLABORATIVE
CORNER

By Edward Buckle

Life is played out on a maxi stage, while
personal dramas are played out on a mini stage.
If this statement is true, why do so many people
insist on playing out their divorce on the maxi
stage of the courtroom, when it is for the most
part a mini drama? How often are we faced
with this question, and the corollary question;
“are all divorce cases suitable for collaborative
family law?” Examining the second question
first, the answer is NO! Why? It is because
some people seek out the maxi stage on which
to play out their mini drama.

It is left to the collaborative professional to
recognize some of the indications of maxi stage
performers:

REVENGE

Does one party seek to punish the other for
real or imagined injuries? Probably nothing
is more likely to cause a collaborative session
or mediation to fail than one party seeking
revenge. Plotting revenge can cause people to
become immobilized in their ability to move
forward because they are dwelling on issues
in the past, such that they are unable to move
forward with their respective lives.

HIDDEN ISSUE

An equally immobilizing factor is a hidden
issue, one that may be too painful to express.
The typical response is, “I just can’t get past
this.” Like the obsessive issue of revenge, there
can never be movement forward until this
issue has been resolved. While these issues
are not necessarily indicative of an obsessive-
compulsive personality, clearly it has become
an obsession with the actor.

The trained collaborative lawyer will recognize
these signs and refer the actor to a mental health
professional to assist the actor in the process of
putting this part of their life into perspective.
Alternatively, the collaborative lawyer may
bring mental health professionals into the
process as coaches working together with the
lawyers in an effort to resolve their mini drama
without recourse to the maxi stage.

“Before you embark on a journey of revenge,
dig two graves.” ...Confucius...

Ed Buckle practices collaborative family law
in Ventura.



- S A SIGNIFICANT BENEFIT TO OUR MEMBERS...THE VENTURA COUNTY BaAR
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" ROFESSIONALS TO ACCOMMODATE YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS. THESE BROKERS
# ARE RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR INTEGRITY, KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE IN SERVING THE
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_ INCOME, LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE, ANNUITIES AND INVESTMENTS. YOU CAN OBTAIN
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Barry A. Cane

Disability Income Insurance
Business Overhead Expense

(805) 496-5537 Fax: (805) 496-5598

Lic. #0740274

240 Lombard St., #100, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

Registered Representative Park Avenue Securities (PAS), 7 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004. Securities products and services offered
through PAS, 1-888-600-4667, Member FINRA. PAS is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of The Guardian Life insurance Company
of America. Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America, New York, NY and other fine insurance companies.

- | Michael P. Kenney*, CLU | =
Group and Individual Health Insurance
h:} Business and Personal Life Insurance

A (805) 497-7407 Fax: (805) 494-1363

Lic. # 0688916

Securities offered through a registered represented of Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., Member FINRA.
Branch Office: 100 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 152, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 ¢ (805) 496-4600
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Our Past Experience
is Your Best Advantage
in these Turbulent Times

Experience creates knowledge.
Knowledge creates good habits.
Discipline, planning, hard work and

plain old common sense — Everyday.

Good habits combined with conservative

investments made on sound business principles
have placed us in a strong financial

position to carry forward.

We face

the future

with confidence

and we will manage it with expertise

as we have done for the past 30 years.

Lawyers’ Mutual
Insurance Company

Your Best Advantage in Today’s World

@ Call 1.800.252.2045 or visit www.LMIC.com

A.M. Best Rated “A” (Excellent) California Admitted Lawyers’ Mutual Insurance Company 3110 West Empire Avenue, Burbank, CA 91504




End-to-End Services
from Discovery to Trial

1363 Donlon Street, Suite 8
Ventura, CA 93003

Ofc: 805.644.1986

Fax: 805.644.6582

Cell: 805.304.3595
tasha.holcomb@merrillcorp.com

MERRILL CORPORATION

Litigation Support
eDiscovery
Court Reporting and Legal Videography
Document Services
Language Translations
Trial Services

Tasha Holcomb
Account Executive

20750 Ventura Blvd., Suite 205
Woodland Hills, CA 91364

Ofc: 800.826.0277

Fax: 818.593.2301

Cell: 805.304.3595
tasha.holcomb@merrillcorp.com
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Court Appointed Receiver/Referee N
“Mr. Nielson is more than just a pretty face. —
He is one of our best receivers.” LAWRENCE C. NOBLE, ESQ.

(Hon. John J. Hunter, October 9, 1999)
Bankruptcy

Distressed Business Advice

The Superior Court has appointed Mr. Nielson in over 350 cases

involving the sale of real property, partnership or business Busi L.
dissolutions, partition actions and matters requiring a referee. usiness Litigation

Real Estate Matters
LINDSAY F. NIELSON Lemon Law
Attorney at Law
35 Years State
& Federal Experience

Member — California Receiver Forum

770 County Square Drive, Ventura, CA 93003 805-658-6266
(805) 658-0977 Lawrence(@noble4law.com

DISPUTE
RESOLUTION
SERVICES

KEN MOES

Meahavor Arbitralor [iigation Straleqis!

* Mare than it;r‘-:; YeQars of civil trial experence
with over 100 jury ond mojor court irials

*» Areas ot special emphasis and interest;
Complex Business Disputes, Protessional
liability Matters, Insurance Related Issues,
Estate/ Trust Litigation

For scheduling of services conlact Dyan af
1 o (B05) 5564-2070 ext. 111 or visit
JLIE D MCHBALD & SPRAL. www.archbald.com
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PATERSON’S FILMS -“The Informant!”

By Bill Paterson

In Oliver Stone’s “Wall Street,” Gordon
Gekko utters the immortal phrase, “greed
is good.” Given our recent economic melt-
down, even Gordon might feel some pangs
of conscience at his glib description of the
engine that drives Wall Street. But who are
we kidding? From Enron’s cooked books,
Bernie Madoff and his ilk, AIG’s infamous
credit default swaps, pliant rating agencies,
obscenely over-leveraged investment banks
and compensation packages that would
make a Saudi prince blush, one is left with
the inescapable conclusion that, for too
many titans of industry, business ethics ride
very far in the back of the corporate bus.
Which brings us to “The Informant!"

Developed by the Mezoamerican civiliza-
tions of Central Mexico, corn is the gift that
keeps on giving. Corn products are in virtu-
ally in everything we use from baby powder
to charcoal. While Archer Daniels Midland
(ADM) may not be a household word, it s to
corn what ExxonMobil is to oil. Back in the
early 1990’s ADM was riding high. Judged
by its slick public service announcements,
ADM was a shining corporate citizen. But
(surprise, surprise) behind the scenes some-
thing else was afoot. With the same spirit
that drove the robber barons of old, ADM
decided that while “free enterprise” was a
great catch phrase, the real road to riches lay
in price fixing. Based on a true story by New
York Times correspondent Kurt Eichenwald,
“The Informant!” is the tale of Mark Whita-
ker (Matt Damon), the whistle blower who
brought ADM down.

Whitaker is a rising executive at ADM. To
all outward appearances he is a picture post-
card version of a solid, midwestern family
man. In fact, he is knee deep in ADM’s price
fixing scheme and his garage full of exotic
cars is a testament to the Gordon Gekko
credo. All is going well until the FBI is called
in by ADM because they believe one of their
new research programs is being sabotaged by
a competitor. For reasons which best remain
undisclosed in this review, the investigation
puts Whitaker in a bind. He decides his best
way out is to become a whistle blower. For
the next three years he wears a wire, helps set
up price fixing sessions in rooms which the
FBI has set up with hidden cameras and de-

livers up reams of incriminating documents.
It is an unnerving high wire act.

Given the subject matter, one would expect
“The Informant!” to be a saga of a white
knight who unmasks corporate evildoers.
Well, guess again, because there are other
forces at play. Mark Whitaker is the human
equivalent of those Russian dolls that nest
together. Take the top off one and another
appears inside. So it is with Whitaker. Just
when you think you have a handle on him
a new persona appears. Because his oddball
(bizarre is perhaps a better word) personality
is the core of the film, “The Informant!”is
part character study, part comedy and part
“60 Minutes” investigative reporting. It is a
unique cinematic combination.

Now a confession. Had I been watching this
on a DVD, 30 minutes or so into the film I
might have put the DVD back into the Net-

flix envelope. Happily I was in a theater and

didn’t want Colleen to think I was a cine-
matic philistine. So I stayed. Within a short
time director Steven Soderbergh had hooked
me as he charted Mark Whitaker’s journey
down strange and unexpected paths.

Whitaker is a one-of-a-kind character and
Matt Damon makes the most of this choice
role. Playing an overweight chamber of
commerce James Bond wannabe, at one mo-
ment he is a cunning operative and at the
next he does something so boneheaded that
he would be a shoo-in for the Doofus Hall of
Fame. Sometimes wallowing in grandiosity
and at other times seized by bouts of depres-
sion, Mark Whitaker is an unstable chemi-
cal compound who plays havoc with his FBI
handlers. It is a great serio/comic role and
Damon gives it his all in what may be the
best role of his career. “The Informant!” be-
longs on your short list.

Psychology Matters!

Di. JAMIE ROTNOFSEY
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- Clinical Psychologist - Expert Witness
* Consultant * Legal/Medical Evaluator

Case Impact Review of:

Psvchological Considerations
Pavchological Evaluations

Crisis & Trauma

Personal Injury

Medical Malpraciice

Diagnosing DisabilitiesVoc Rehab
Evaluations for PTSD, Depression,
& Anxiety

Elder Issues, Caregiver lssues
Dementia & Diminished Capacity
Abuse & Violence

Workplace f Emplovment Cases
Crominal Cases, 1368 Evaluations
Substance Abuse Evaluations
Workers Comp, QME, AME, IME
Anorney Consultations

Expert Witness Testimony



Related DVDs

“The Insider” - Directed by Michael Mann
with a stellar performance by Russell Crowe
as Jeffery Wigand, the Brown & Williamson
research biologist who blew the whistle on
Big Tobacco, “The Insider” is a justifiably
acclaimed film. (Also featuring Al Pacino as
“60 Minutes” producer Lowell Bergman). It
did not pull in the audience it deserved in
its theatrical release. A real shame as it is a
tremendous film.

“The Smartest Guys in the Room” - The
definitive documentary on Enron, a
company the Mafia would be proud to call
its own. Based on another Eichenwald
book (“A Conspiracy of Fools”), this is a film
which makes you want to grab a pitchfork
and hunt these bottom feeders down. Some
of the conversations and emails generated at
Enron give cynicism a bad name.

Bill Paterson is a partner at Ferguson, Case,
Orr & Paterson in Ventura.

PARTICIPATE
INTHEVLSP

Become part of the legal
community serving low-income
residents of Ventura County.
The Bar Association encourages
your involvement in the county’s
only private attorney pro bono
program, the VCBA/VSLP Inc.

For more information call:

Verna R. Kegan, Esquire
Program Manager
(805) 650-7599
bar@vcba.org
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THE GREAT ECONOMIC COLLAPSE CONTINUES...
PROBLEMS WITH HOME LOAN MODIFICATIONS

By Michael Sment

One aspect of the economic recovery, and a
focal point and promise of several stimulus
programs, was home loan modifications pro-
mised to millions of residential homeowners.
Indeed, under President Obama’s “Making
Home Affordable” stimulus plan, banks and
financial institutions were offered $75 billion
in incentives to agree to home loan modifi-
cations with their existing borrowers. Sadly,
those modifications have not occurred.

The U.S. Department of the Treasury re-
ported in August (in its first report on home
loan modifications) that only 9% of eligible
home loans have, in fact, been modified.
That overall low average was not even met by
the nation’s two largest home mortgage len-
ders. Wells Fargo Bank modified loans for
only 6% of its eligible borrowers, while Bank
of America modified only 4% of its loans.
Those figures are terrible harbingers for local
Ventura County borrowers: Wells Fargo is
one of the largest home loan lenders in the
County; and BofA, which has many local
loans, also owns most of the failed local loans
made by Countrywide Home Loans, among
other smaller failed institutions, which it pur-

chased.

Indeed, many, many borrowers have sought
professional legal advice within the past 6-12
months, complaining vehemently about the
delays, unkept promises, unreturned phone
calls or letters, and repeated bank demands for
more tax returns and financial information,
all without the needed result — an approved
home loan modification with lower month-
ly payments. (See 8/20/09 Ventura County
Star editorial: “Meager Help For The Little
Guy”: the performance of lenders has been
“underwhelming”) The Obama Adminis-
tration’s plan had been intended to help as
many as 4 million U.S. borrowers. But only
a fraction of those borrowers have in fact

been helped.

The need for the plan, and for real loan mo-
difications, is only becoming greater. Almost
two million foreclosure notices were filed
during the first half of 2009, a huge increase
and an indication, in part, of the need for
loan corrections. For 2007, there were only
2.2 million foreclosure notices for the whole
year. (Note: “More filed foreclosure notices”
does not, necessarily, mean that more foreclo-
sure sales are actually being held. The Star
noted that there were 970 notices in 7/09

but only 281 sales.) The lenders association
MBA says that loan defaults are at their hi-
ghest rate, over 13%, since tracking began in
1972. California is at 15.2%. Disturbingly,
an increasing number of defaults are for good
“prime” home loans not bad ones.

Modeled on a program the FDIC used for
mortgages at failed IndyMac Bank, the Oba-
ma plan used incentives to get agreements to
lower interest rates and extending loans to
longer terms, some up to 40 years. The goal
was to reduce first-lien loan payments, taxes
and insurance to 31% of the borrower’s gross
income. Borrowers had to fully document ear-
nings and assets, and agree to a 3-month trial
period. After those payments, and further
demonstration of ability, the modification be-
comes permanent. But only a few borrowers
have been approved.

While the reasons for the lack of modification
approvals are often as different as the diversity
of circumstances facing each of today’s indivi-
duals, they basically boil down to a bank busi-
ness manager's prognosis that the economy is
getting better and there is no reason to reduce
loans when property values are increasing.

Emphasis on
Real Estate
Business and Corporate
Partnerships/ LLC’s
Estate Planning
Executive Employment
Trademark and Copyright

2659 Townsgate Road, Suite 232
Westlake Village, CA 91361
(805) 497-8605
www.hoefflinlaw.com

Hoefflin & Associates,
A Law Corporation

Personalized representation
to attain client goals

Hoefflin & Associates delivers results by putting client
interests first and using a team-based approach to creatively,
intelligently, and effectively resolve legal matters.

Refer with confidence
(Standing, left to right)
e Jason M. Burrows, Esq.
Richard M. Hoefflin, Esq.
Tamara L. Harper, Esq.
Steven A. Meadville, Esq., Of Counsel




In fact, a review of industry trends reveals that
most U.S. banks and lending underwriters are
classifying borrowers into one of three tiers.
The first Tier are those borrowers who have
had no mortgage loan problems or issues, and
whom lenders predict will always or mostly
make their home loan payments. The second
Tier are those borrowers who may have been
in the first Tier or who, generally, try to make
their home loan payments, but may have a
true economic need to modify. If allowed to
modify, they are viewed as then able to make
home loan payments. The third Tier are those
borrowers who have had loan and payment
problems, previously and currently, and with
other loans. They are viewed as “always-going-
to-have” loan and credit issues and problems.

Lenders have thus concluded that first and
third tier borrowers should not, generally,
been given a home loan modification, the first
tier having no real need and providing no real
benefit to the lender, and the third tier always
having problems. Beyond this underwriting
guideline, the real ulterior motive for refu-
sing to approve home loan modifications is
maximizing profits. U.S. real estate values in
general, and California home values in parti-
cular, have been on the rise. Home sales have
been on the rise in California during most of
2009. Those economic increases are reasons
for lenders not to: agree to short sales; record
trustee’sle notices (almost a 70% drop in re-
cent sale notices); sell foreclosed-on proper-
ties (REOs) at bargain-basement prices; and,
sadly, not to rove home loan modifications.
The formula is simple: delay = more profits.

If a property goes to foreclosure sale later in
2009 or 2010, the value received by the lender
at sale or as an REO will be more than the
reduced payments under a modified loan or if
the property were sold earlier. Although 2009
foreclosure notice figures are up, the number
of foreclosures with recorded sale notices,

or actually going to sale, was actually down.
Lenders had been holding off on the final step,
until recently. Many borrowers have complai-
ned recently that their atctempts for modifying
their home loan were stalled and stalled, only
to end with a “sorry, you don’t qualify” letter
followed quickly by a foreclosure sale. Why?
Because the values are rising high enough now
to justify the lender taking on the expenses of
a completed foreclosure sale and an eviction.

Also sadly, many attorneys have now found
themselves caught up in the home loan modi-
fication mess. Several lawyers and loan modi-
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fication companies were recently sued by Ca-
lifornia Attorney General Jerry Brown as part
of “Operation Loan Lies”, a nationwide sweep
of sham loan modification consultants. The
California State Bar has also taken actions to
lift the licenses of three other attorneys, while
“investigating nearly 140 more”. (Aug. 2009
California Bar Journal)

Unfortunately, while property values and sales
are increasing on the one hand, so are mor-
tgage defaults and foreclosure notices, even
for prime borrowers and particularly for com-
mercial real estate borrowers. The trend of
the economy for more foreclosures and more
foreclosure sales will only continue, especially
as real estate values and housing sales continue
to rise. Lenders see an opportunity now to re-
cover some of their losses from the past several
years. But for borrowers, that will likely mean
even more delays and more requests for more
information, with fewer approved home loan
modifications and short sales.

Michael Sment is a member of the CITA-
TIONS Editorial Board. He practices real es-
tate and bankruptcy law in Ventura, and teaches
business law, civil litigation and real estate law

at Oxnard College.

11TH Hour MEDIATION

It’s never too late to mediate.

DAVID M. KAREN, ESQ.
MEDIATOR & ARBITRATOR

DK@11thHourMediation.com
(805) 988-4728

P. MARK KIRWIN, ESQ.
MEDIATOR & ARBITRATOR

PMK@11thHourMediation.com
(805) 320-5583

Offices in Ventura, Oxnard, Encino and Los Angelcs.
11 THHOURMEDIATION.COM
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Forensic
Accounting

+ Tax Issues

Eulau Accountancy
Corporation

Michael C. Eulau, CPA

MBA, Finance,

University of Chicago

o, Deeonies 200 E. Santa Clara Street, Suite 200
London School of Ventura, CA 93001

Economics

Over 18 Years

(805) 641-1040

meulau@sbcglobal.net

Experience



Collaborative Family Law
Professionals

Transforming family law into a collaborative process

« Private
« No court battles
« Collaborative

« Creative « Faster
« Win-win climate « Child sensitive
« Clientsin charge

Leonard Alexander
Paul Blatz

Terry Anne Buchanan
Ed Buckle

Rebbecca Calderwood
John Castellano
Steve Debbas
Douglas Goldwater
Thomas Hutchinson
Patricia Lamas

Jan Loomis

Patti Mann

Julianna Marciel
David Masci

Edward Matisoff
Jeanne McNair

Paul Miller

Steve Mitnick
Mark Nelson
Marsha Niedens
Gary Norris

Guy Parvex
Michael Percy
Barton Pokras
David Praver
Richard Rabbin
Richard Ross
Donna Santo
Keri Sepulveda
Hillary Shankin
Sylvia Soto
Randall Sundeen
Richard Taylor
Marguerite Wilson

Robert Beilin, Ph.D.
James Cole, Ph.D.
Deborah Huang, LCSW
Nancy Lopez, MFT
Diana Nolin, Ph.D.

Susan Carlisle, CPA
Wayne Lorch, CPA

Gabrielle David

www.collaborativefamilylawyers.com
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PRO BONO
HIGHLIGHTS

By Verna R. Kagan

I have just returned from vacation some-
what tired, somewhat disorganized but glad
to return.

The Bar’s Annual Dinner has been on my
mind. Those in charge have made a strong
commitment to less talk and more fun.
Sounds good to me. This is our one oppor-
tunity a year to exchange joyous camaraderie
with our colleagues. Even more important,
we can make a toast to, slap on the back, share
a gracious handshake with award winners.

The first of our pro
bono award winners is
Michael Christiano.
Though I have writ-
ten about him before, I
cannot help but reiter-
ate about how valuable
he has been to the pro
bono program. He has
such a tremendous concern for people that it
is difficult to impossible for him to turn any-
one away who needs his help. Just as an ex-
ample, not so long ago he responded on what
was a matter that was supposed to be short
term, but when he realized the complexity
of the case, he took on the entire case. Not
knowing that, the next day, I called him on
another matter. Again, when he realized what
it entailed, he couldn’t turn it away, so there
he was with two pro bono matters.

Our other honoree
is Barton Pokras.
He landed on our
shores about two
and a half years ago.
That statement is
made literally. He
moved his family
and boat into the
Ventura Harbor
and decided to stay.
In that brief period, he has accepted nine mat-
ters for us pro bono. His generosity of spirit
is unmatched.

For both of our award winners, my gratitude
is unbounded.

Verna R. Kagan is the VLSP Senior Emeritus
Attorney.
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CLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Estate Planning Attorney - Our AV-rated firm
is seeking an estate planning attorney who is
an “A-player” to join our team. We have the
systems and core team that allow us to focus
on guiding clients in creating and carrying out
the most effective estate planning possible.
Now we are looking for a local, experienced,
enthusiastic lawyer with great empathy and
technical skills who enjoys counseling clients,
implementing estate planning solutions and
building a successful business. Contact us at
VenturaEstateAttorney@gmail.com.

SERVICES

Lawyer Websites Created by a Local Lawyer
- Mike Strauss has started VenturaPages, a web
design company that caters to lawyers and
other professionals. VenturaPages can create
your site, optimize it for better performance
in search engines, market it to potential cus-
tomers, develop relevant legal content, design
compelling graphics, host it, and manage any
changes, all at very reasonable costs. Check out
blocked::http://www.venturapages.com/www.
venturapages.com for more information.

Contract Attorney - If you are backlogged in
the no glitz, no glamour grind of your practice,
then let me pick up and run with those routine
matters that are holding you back. Court
appearances, contract review, research, drafting
motions, pleadings, and briefs. Affordable
rates. Kate Brolan. Call me, (805)861-0690
or kbrolanlaw@gmail.com

TRACY COLLINS

Attorney At Law
i i

Representing claimants in the denial of
group disability and life insurance claims.

5699 Kanan Road, Suite 415
Agoura Hills, CA 91301
(818) 889-2441
Fax: (818) 889-1210
erisadisability@aol.com

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

Central Westlake Business Location - for
starter or satellite office! $550 including
internet and electricity. (805) 493-1144 or
lj.law@verizon.net

Tower Spaces Available - Rare opening
in 5-Star Morgan Stanley Tower - Ventura
County’s premier office address. Multiple
conference rooms in established full attorney
Suite 1180 with full amenities available. Great
turnkey opportunity for solos, mediators and
small firms. Currently have 2 window / 2
secretarial available. Short or long terms. Call
(805) 988-4848.

Professional, Convenient Ventura Law
Office - Two offices available in professional,
4-office law suite in great location just across
the street from the Government Center.
Includes use of reception area, break room and
conference room with 14’ marble conference
table. Available immediately; $1,000 each or
$750 each for both. 238 sq. ft window office
& 165 sq. fr. Call (805)644-1331

Westlake Office - Great office in good loca-
tion - 24/7 accessible building. Friendly
atmosphere. Less than 1 mile from 101 freeway.
Services: high speed DSL internet, conference
room, receptionist, photocopy, mail service,

kitchen - $495 (805)795-2211
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EARTO
THE WALL

Charmaine Hilton Buehner has joined
Myers, Widders, Gibson, Jones &
Schneider, LLP, coming from one of the
world’s largest law firms. Buehner handles
business, employment and class action
litigation. Find her at 5425 Everglades St.,
Ventura 93003. Phone 805-644-7188;
fax 805-644-7390; cbuehner@

mwgjs.com.

email

Past issues of CITATIONS may
be found under “membership
resources” on the bar’s website at
www.vcba.org.

Tri-County Sentry
Newspaper
LEGAL/PUBLIC NOTICES

We can publish your Trustee’s Sales,
Probate Notices and Change of Names.

Court Order No.125431

Rates:

Trustee’s Sales...$225 approx

Petition to Admin $180 For the best
Change of Name...$110 service call

Legal Notices...$9.50 983-0015

We file your Affadavit of Publication with the court
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Asbitration
Settiement
Depasition
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o bl

818.991.2000

W Cslanatomyaris.com




COAT DRIVE

By Laura Bartels

It is a few days before Christmas. The
sounds of footsteps, clatter and laughter
scatter in the single-file line. The kids are
waiting with anticipation to see Santa at the
North Fillmore Community Storefront.
Every year the Fillmore Volunteer Fire
Department and other civic organizations
collect donated toys to give to the kids who
would otherwise not be getting toys this
Christmas.

There are more children in this line than in
years past. My seven-year-old looks on with
awe and curiosity. I tell him that many
children are not getting presents this year
because their parents have lost their jobs,
lost their homes or there just isn’t anything
extra to buy presents; that in this line where
they stand exposed to the late afternoon
chill for their one toy it will be their only
Christmas present. He goes quiet. With
saucer eyes he indignantly asks: “Mom, why
won't Santa give presents to these kids?”

I look at the line with a different kind
of awe. None of the kids have on coats.
My mind judges immediately: “Did the
children forget their coats? They knew it
was cold and that the wait was long.” The
line snaked as the little boy tucked into his
mother and the realization hit me like the
cold wind - he didn’t forget his coat. He
doesn’t have a coat.

Please join Santa Clara Valley Legal Aid’s
third annual Winter Coat Drive. On
December 21st we will be giving away
brand-new warm winter coats to needy
children of the Santa Clara Valley who
are standing outside in line in Fillmore
Please
donate either checks or brand new coats
with hoods and with tags. There are no
“administrative” costs. You send the checks

to receive their toy from Santa.

and my teams go and buy the coats. We all
feel the effects of this economy and know
that there are very financially challenged
families who cannot provide warmth for
their kids this winter.
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If you would like to join this community of
generosity, you can send checks to:

Winter Coat Fund, c/o Laura Bartels, 540
Sespe Avenue, Suite #2, Fillmore, CA93015,
or to Winter Coat Fund at the Santa Clara
Valley Bank, 527 Sespe Avenue, Fillmore,
CA 93015 Account #002-112027 or go
to www.wintercoatdrive.com and make a
donation using Paypal. Your donation is
tax-deductible.

As Marion Wright Edelman, the founder
of the Children’s Defense Fund says:

“We must not, in trying to think about
how we can make a big difference, ignore
the small daily differences we can make
which, over time, add up to big differences
that we often cannot foresee.”

A warm coat makes a big difference.

Laura Bartels practices with Taylor, Scoles
and Bartels in Fillmore.

WHW HEMECEE-COLE.CON

NEMECEK-COLE

Professional Liability
Defense Attorneys

STRATEGIC EXCELLENCE

Attorneys At Law




26 CITATIONS ¢ NOVEMBER 2009

Congrats to FCOP’s own David Tredway for
bringing home the gold as Boss of the Year
during the Ventura County Legal Professionals
Association 49th Annual Bosses’ Night held
October 14. David was nominated by Mae
Brooks, who has worked for him the last 28
years. Legal Secretary of the Year was Angela
Cooper, nominated by Brian Hefelfinger
.. . A former Florida appeals judge has lost
his law license after pleading guilty to bank
fraud for lying about a stripper’s contribution
to a down payment on a home. The Florida
Supreme Court disbarred the former judge,
Thomas Stringer, for five years. Stringer had
listed himself as the sole owner of a home in
Hawaii, even though exotic dancer Christy
Yamanaka had also contributed funds. .. Ron
Bamieh attended the USC v Notre Dame
game in South Bend 10.17. Mike Case and

Steve Brown were also in attendance...

You need a terrific way to spend a miserly $10?
It’s called a Winter Coat Drive coordinated
by Laura Bartels — Ivkbartels@aol.com or
524.1934. She is being assisted by those krazy,
terribly enthusiastic Barristers. Y ou can donate
online at www.wintercoatdrive.com. Bring
your receipt to Judges' Pizza Night to receive
your free libation November 3 beginning at
5:30 inside The Anacapa Brewery . . . A former
environmental lawyer with a law degree from
Harvard is reading a book a day and posting the
reviews on her blog. Nina Sankovitch is near
her goal of reading and reviewing 365 books,
the New York Times reports. The Times says
Sankovitch, who lives in Westport, Conn., has
“piercing blues eyes” and wears a locket with an
image of a man on a toilet reading a book. Her
blog is called Read All Day. “A non-reading
indulgence, she says is watching NCIS while

Exec’s Dot...Dot...Dot...

By Steve Henderson, Executive Director, M.A., CAE

folding laundry. Still, to make this work she’s
cut out the garden, 7The New Yorker, wasting
time online, ambitious cooking, clothes
shopping, and coffee with friends. Yes, she
has a 27-year-old stepdaughter and four boys
ranging in age from 8 to 16. Her hubby is
also a lawyer . . .

Mea Culpa to Jodi Prior, President of the
Ventura County Women Lawyers. She
authored the October CITATIONS cover
story, not Carmen Ramirez . . . I love this
— Just how vocal was Justice Sotomayor on
October 52 She asked more questions in
an hour than the extremely taciturn Justice
Clarence Thomas has asked over the course
of several years. According to the Associated
Press, Thomas has gone 2 years and 144 cases
without speaking up during oral arguments.
Sotomayor displayed no reticence on the first
day of her term. In the first two cases on the
docket, she asked as many questions as Chief
Justice John Roberts. The only sign of her
newness was that she at times forgot to turn
on her microphone before posing a question
... License Plates of the Month: TRYLAW
on a 2001 Tahoe, piloted by Glenn Campbell
... TIGHTWD, on a very old Honda station
wagon driven by Paul Kurzeka . . .

Commissioner Mark Borrell, Rick Loy and
Erik Feingold all participated with 3500
riders in the Levi Leipheimer Gran Fondo up
in Santa Rosa. 65 miles! And you can sneak
peak for yourself at www.levigranfondo.com
... When former Navy Seal Walter B. Scott
entered private practice in San Diego, he
started looking around for a legal bar designed
for military veterans. When he couldnt find
any, he decided to start one of his own: the
Veterans Bar Association. You can locate Scott,
a Harvard Law School grad, at LinkedIn or
www.vbar.org . . . Who in excess of 50 was
not at the Loggins and Messina concert in
the Santa Barbara Bowl October 3? Spotted
were Joe O’Neill, Glenn Campbell, David
Shain, Richard Francis, and Judge Bruce
Young . ..

Hiking the Swiss Alps? Gerald Cline at
. Switzerland/Italy?
Greg Herring at gherring@fcoplaw.com . . .
Quote of the Month: From Paris Hilton —“T'm
planning to be celibate, I just haven’t started
yet.” . . . Richard Taylor and David Praver
have both been named to “Super lawyers” by

gcline@sprynet.com . .

Super Lawyers Magazine. . . After eatlier fining
a Michigan lawyer $500 for naming a police
dog as a defendant in a lawsuit over a bite, a
state court judge has now dismissed the claim.
Attorney Lawrence Radden admittedly named
Liberty, a German Shepard, as a defendant in
the Macomb County Circuit Court case as an
“attention grabber.” However, he says his client
was bitten in a 2007 police incident and he
has video of the dog lunging at her, albeit not
biting her. . . Congratulations to the Ventura
County Asian American Bar Association for
raising nearly $4,000 during their annual golf
tournament 9.18. President Leeton Lee led
the charge raising monies for scholarships.
Kudos too for Mark Fang and Dien Le. There
were 30 golfers and 38 for dinner helping to
raise the record amount of dough. . .

Susan McCarthy and Dennis LaRochelle
completed the tough Carpinteria Triathlon
held 9.27 — www.active.com for complete
race results. . . SANCTIONS: Clement v.
Alegre (2009) 177 Cal. App. 4th 1277 (First
District, Div. 2): Justice Kline found that the
lower court properly imposed sanctions against
plaintiffs for interposing objections to special
interrogatories, objections that the discovery
referee found to be unreasonable, evasive,
lacking in legal merit and without justification.
This case “highlights the lengths to which some
counsel and clients will go to avoid providing
discovery (by responding to straightforward
interrogatories with nitpicking and meritless
objections), resulting in delaying proceedings,
impeding the self-executing operation of
discovery, and wasting the time of the court,
the discovery referee, the opposing party, and
his counsel.” . . .

Steve Henderson has been the executive director
and chief executive officer of the bar association
and affiliated organizations since November
1990. Yes, you have indeed read that correctly.
Henderson begins his 20th year with the bar and
you have only Wendy Lascher, Bart Bleuel and
Roger Myers to blame! Lastly, Henderson won
the Pulitzer Prize for Peace in 1985. He may be
reached at steve@ucba.org or 650.7599.



HELP US SPREAD HOLIDAY CHEER!

JOIN PROCTER, SLAUGHTER & REAGAN, LLP IN
BRINGING JOY TO THE CHILDREN OF CASA PACIFICA

CASA PACIFICA

Casa Pacifica provides hope and help for abused and neglected children
throughout the County. Procter, Slaughter & Reagan, LLP is rallying Ventura
County business professionals to provide holiday gifts and cheer for the
children who will reside at Casa Pacifica during the holidays.

We invite you to a pre-holiday open house to sponsor a child for the holidays.
Lunch and beverages will be served.

Wednesday, November 18, 2009
12:00 to 2:00 p.m.
Procter, Slaughter & Reagan, LLP
789 South Victoria Avenue, Third Floor

(Across from the Government Center)

If you plan to attend, your response is requested no later than November 13, 2009.
If you cannot attend but would like to be involved in this worthy cause, please contact

Connie Calo at (805) 658-7800 (Ext. 191) or calo@psrllp.com.

Co-sponsored by:

" PR

COMMERCIAL

PROCESS SERVIMG, INC.

COURT REPORTERS, INC.

To learn more about Casa Pacifica, please visit their website at: http://www.casapacifica.org
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DAVID LEHR LAW

The Lavwe Offfces of David Lelir, Ine, are pleased 1o ammonimce
the hirivng of Jasen B, Nieltsen, Esqg.

M. Nielsen grew wp in Thowsond Oaks, and graducied from Wesrlake High Schoaol. He
received Rix Bachelor of Aves fram she University of Californie ar Samie Bavbarea, and
his Juris Desctorale from the Santa Barbara College of Law. He received the Witkin
Award for deademic Excellence and the CALD Excellence for the Fuiure Award in
Remedies, and Academic Achievement Awards for the Highest Grade in Comracts, Le-
gal Writing, Torts and Remedies. As an attorney, Mr. Nielsen worked in Construction
Litfgetfon and as o Vemtwra Conenly Depaety DIsteicl Aftorney, where Be received 24
howrs of P.OVS.T. Certified Standardized Field Sobriety Test Instrnction. Mr. Niglsen is
wow naing Wis experfence fo help clients facing DUT charges,

We would appreciate your criminal faw referrals,

et OfsorDmdtabtne

789 5Victoria Awe, Suite 202, Ventura, CA 93003 Phone: (805) 477-0070 www.DavidLehrLaw.com
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