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Well, I have finally come to my last column as
President of the Ventura County Bar Association.
It has been a pleasure writing these columns.
I have approached that task with two goals in
mind: writing something I would like to read
and which is of interest to all VCBA members.
There are a good many more things about which

I would like to write, but my time has run out.

When my term as President began, my wife —an
attorney herself — asked me a question: What
does the VCBA do? Having been on the Board of
Directors for some years, I knew the answer, but
I was not convinced all of our members did. So,
I decided to keep you advised of VCBA’s many
activities on behalf of all the lawyers of Ventura
County, from MCLE programs on virtually
every legal topic, to supporting the work of the
sections and affiliates, to providing services to
and a social network for our members, to being
a voice for lawyers and the law. I hope this year’s
columns have given you a better appreciation
of the many things the VCBA does to serve its
members, the community, the courts and the law.

As my term draws to an end, I am proud to
say with confidence that VCBA earns every
single penny of the dues we pay. Frankly, I am
surprised we are able to do so much with the
funds we have. This is one of the most efficiently
managed organizations with which I have ever
been associated. In these times of economic
uncertainty, that is a proud accomplishment.

There are a number of people I would like to
thank for all they do each day to make VCBA one
of the best Bar Associations in California: Alice
Duran, an experienced legal professional and a
top notch administrator; Nadia Avila, Celene
Valenzuela and Alex Varela-Guerra, all of whom
are cheery, professional and exceptionally capable
staff persons; Verna Kagan, the director of our
Volunteer Legal Services Program, and a person
of uncommon understanding and compassion;
and Peggy Purnell, who directs the Court Tour
Program with grace and skill.

I also would like to thank our Board of Directors:
President-Elect, Tony Straus; Secretary-Treasurer,
Kendall Van Conas; Past-President, Jon
Light; Directors Linda Ash, Barbara Macri-
Ortiz; Claudia Bautista; Joel Mark; Laura
Bartels; Dave Ossentjuk; Marge Baxter; Mark
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Matthew P. Guasco

Pachowicz; Mitch Disney; Anthony Ramos;
Amber Eisenbrey; Joe Strohman; Mark Fang;
Al Vargas; Bob Gallaway; Mike Walker; Lilian
Jiang; Carol Woo, and Katie Pietrolungo.
Thank you all for taking this journey with me
and for sharing my vision that the highest goal
to which we can aspire is to serve our members,
our communities and the law to the best of our
abilities. We accomplished a lot this year.

Finally, I would like to thank my wife, Susan
Lascher, and my daughters, Emily and Anna,
who have put up with my frequent absences
to attend early morning meetings and dinners,
not to mention the time I have spent evenings
and weekends attending to the numerous tasks
assigned to me as President, among which this
column is one.

We are in the midst of uncertain and challenging
times. I cannot think of a better time for lawyers
to come together to serve the rule of law, justice,
our communities, and our country. It does
not matter whether we are civil or criminal
practitioners, family lawyers or transactional
attorneys, public defenders or prosecutors, private
practitioners or government lawyers, lawyers for
profit or attorneys for the public good. We have
a common education, a shared pledge to support

and defend the laws and constitutions of the state
and federal governments, and the same vocation:
counselor at law. We have much more in common
than we may appreciate sometimes. And we need
to remind ourselves of these shared bonds if we
are to serve the great purposes to which we are
pledged as lawyers: representing our clients with
loyalty and competence, serving our communities
with honor and integrity, and promoting the
rule of law and the ends of justice. These are
the principles which have guided me this year as
your President. These values bind us together as
stewards of the law.

Thank you for permitting me the very great honor
of serving as President of the VCBA. Come New
Year’s Day, I will enjoy the prerogative of Past-
Presidents: reading, rather than writing, this
column. That and spending some time in my
hammock with a good book. Have a wonderful

holiday.

Matthew P. Guasco is the President of the Ventura
County Bar Association, and he is Of Counsel to the
law firm of Arnold, Bleuel, LaRochelle, Mathews &
Zirbel, LLR in Oxnard, where he handles appellate
litigation as well as trial court litigation in business,
real estate and probate matters. He is also a mediator
and arbitrator.

Tax Audits
Tax Litigation

Law Office of Gregory Arnold

Counsel on 18 U.S. Tax Court Opinions
Ten Years in Private Practice
Former IRS Senior Trial Attorney

Former U.S. Tax Court Clerk

510 Castillo Streed, Suite 304
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

805-560-8200

Amold@Amold Tas com

Representative Casas:
e Amold T ax com
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the LRIS get clients for you!

Telegenics Legal Video and Visual Litigation Support services allow
LRI S attorneys and law firms to stay FOCUSED ON WINNING through every phase
of a case — from Discovery through Trial or Settlement. For more than 26
LAWYER REFERRAL years, the experts at Telegenics have been relied upon to understand case
& INFORMATION objectivesand develop end-to-end visual and presentation strategies to

g‘an edge and v

SERVICE

LRIS Needs More
Attorneys In The
Following Areas:
Civil Rights
Education Law

Government Benefits

Intellectual Property “Telegenics worked with our experts to create exhibits which distilled
_ complex technical data into concepts that were readily understood and
Taxation Law remembered by our jury and greatly contributed to a successful outcome.”

Tenant Rights Alan R. Templeman, Lowthorp, Richards, McMillan, Miller & Templeman
Malpractice

*East County Our comprehensive trial consultation technologies and responsive services include:

Attorneys in all areas ¢ Videotaped Depositions e Transcript Synchronization e Trial Consultation and

Courtroom Presentation e Post Production Litigation Support e Site Inspections
*Spanish speaking e Day-in-the-life pocumentarigs . L!ving Wills o FuII.integration of digital and
visual assets, including computer animations

TELEGENICS

For more information LEGAL VIDEQ & VISUAL LITIGATION SUPPORT

call Alex Varela
805.981.3994
(805) 650'7599 Ventura: Financial Plaza Tower, 300 Esplanade Drive, Suite 900

Santa Barbara: 15 West Carrillo Street

in all areas

www.vcba.org
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S60G6. 423 . 9058

F.EAL PROFERTY
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EsiPLOYMENT

PERSONAL INJURY

Accident Reconstruction

“l approach forensic engineering
not as a narrow vocational activity
but as a scientific inquiry.”

Marc
&

Anzociuins, Inc.
FORENSIC ENGINEERING

Objective Analysis and Scientific Integrity

Combines over 20 years of experience as a professional research
scientist with a 40 year old forensic engineering firm. | have handled

hundred of cases in:
300 Esplanade Drive

Suite 1180
Oxnard, CA 93036

m Vehicular accident reconstruction

m Slip/Trip falls

m Product defects

m Fires

m Unusual cases requiring Fax:
a broad scientific background

Phone: (805) 388-7123
(805) 988-4948
E-Mail: fireball@mailaps.org
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COMMISIONER MARK BORRELL

By Lou Vigorita

s we began our interview, I could not

elp but think that Commissioner
Mark Borrell reminds me greatly of his
father, Roger Borrell. I met Roger many
years ago when I first came to Ventura as a

new attorney. Roger was big in those days —
both literally and figuratively. He had been
around the block a few times, while I was
still wet behind the ears — which is another
way to say that I was young and thought
he was old. 1 was fortunate to develop a
professional relationship with Roger that
lasted until his unfortunate car accident.
We lost touch after that (Mark brought me
up to date: Roger is spending more time
fishing and hunting and resides primarily in
Yuba City). Little did I know that decades
later I would be interviewing his son for this
profile and also filling in the blanks on some
local legal history.

The first question I asked Mark was what
single thing stood out now that he has a
few years under his belt as a bench officer.
His answer speaks highly not only of the
young commissioner but of all our Ventura
County bench. Without hesitation, Mark
said that getting to know the other bench
officers and staff behind the scenes has given
him an appreciation of their integrity and
congeniality that he was never able to see
from the other side of the bar. “These are
great friends and mentors,” he says, “one

and all.”

When asked about the challenges he faces
as a commissioner, Mark emphasized the
ethical considerations involving his family
and his interactions with the public. His
spouse, Cindy, is a hairdresser and comes
into contact with the general public on a
daily basis. If a customer asks for some
free legal advice by way of his wife, Mark
addresses the issue over the dinner table in
a way that avoids discord. He says he refers
to David Rothman’s ethics book frequently.
Life is different when you leave private
practice.

Mark says that he has more control over
his schedule now and he likes it that way.
He values the time he spends with his wife
and children, particularly now that there is
only one child — his nine year old daughter
— remaining at home. Mark tries to follow
Ben Franklin by using his time wisely,
juggling his duties on the bench with riding
bikes, reading books, going to the park, and,
most of all, making up fairy tales to tell his
daughter.

Mark not only enjoys reading history;
he recreates it. In 2000 and 2001, he
participated in a fund-raising event for the
Ventura County Museum of History and
Art, an all-day event recreation of life in
Ventura County in 1910. Participants were
required to wear period costumes and have
an understanding of the customs and events
of the time. Both years, Mark assembled
a law office that was fairly authentic to the
period. The effort earned “Best of Show” in
2000. In the 2001 event — just weeks after
the September 11 tragedy — Mark gave a
speech about the bombing of the Los Angeles
Times building in 1910, using the 1910
domestic terrorist attack as an opportunity
to talk about 9/11.

College football is another of Mark’s vital
interests. He has never forgotten seeing
the green field in the Coliseum when, as a
10-year old boy, his father took him to a USC
game. But although his father and uncle were
Trojans, Mark attended the University of
Colorado. As a loyal alum, he pulls for the

Buffalos, which can be humbling. “We've
had good years and bad, mostly bad.”
Mark says that his time at the University
of Colorado were some of the best years of
his life. He fondly recalls going out to the
Rocky Mountain foothills during a purple
dusk to watch deer collect in the meadows.
He preferred the serenity of the Rockies to
his prior outdoor experience — duck hunting
with his father, where he froze waiting for
dawn and the ducks to start flying. “These
Colorado years were restorative for me. I
have nothing against hunters, but I found
that watching rather than shooting at nature
was more to my liking.”

After college, Mark started his own business
He then decided to
follow his father into the practice of law.

He attended McGeorge School of Law in
Sacramento, graduating in 1986. Mark then

as a process server.

returned to Ventura County and joined his
father’s firm, Borrell & Long, where future
Judge David Long became a mentor and
friend to Mark. In 1989, that firm dissolved
and Judge Long went to Benton, Orr, Duvall
& Buckingham. Mark remained with his
father — the firm was then known as Borrell
& Borrell — until his father retired in 1993.
Mark did not want to take over his father’s
practice, so when Judge Long was appointed
Commissioner in 1993 there was an opening
at Benton, Orr. Jim Sherren hired Mark,
who was assigned to Judge Long’s very

desk.

After lunch and while waiting for the check
(which Mark insisted on splitting with me),
I noticed something unusual: In an adjacent
room there appeared an Abe Lincoln look
alike speaking to the monthly meeting of the
“General Patton Chapter of the California
Society of the Sons of the Revolution.”
Ironic that this history lesson was going on at
the same time that I was eliciting a personal
history from Mark. A parallel history lesson,
if you will. T pointed this out to Mark and
in his eyes I thought I saw a flicker of desire
to step again into character again.

Lou Vigorita practices workers compensation
and Social Security disability law in Ventura.
He is a member of CITATIONS’ editorial
board.



MABA AWARDS

By Carmen Ramirez

Almost 200 people helped the Mexican
American Bar Association raise more

than five thousand dollars for the MABA

Scholarship fund at an October dinner
honoring MABA founders Frank Urias,
Robert Garcia, Eloy Molina, Robert
Guerra, and Herman Mora. Judge
Charles Campbell won the group’s first
Access to Justice award for expanding the
Superior Court’s services to those without
legal counsel. Twelve Superior Court judges
attended the event and witnessed the award
of MABA Scholarships to Aiden Castillo,
Erica Fernandez, Jacqueline Jiminez,
Marisela Ortis, Jessica Pefia, Sean Perez and

April G. Retes.

Sponsors included Commercial Process
Servers, American Association of Retired
Persons (AARP), BancoBuenaventura,
Cabrillo Economic Development
Corporation, California Rural Legal
Assistance, Inc., Daly Family Companies,
Inc., Law Offices of Gabriella Navarro-
Busch, Attorney Mark Flores, Attorney
Carmen Ramirez, Reiter Affiliated
Companies, and the Law Firm of Wasserman,
Comden & Casselman, L.L.P. Saul
Medino donated a new laptop computer
to scholarship winner Jessica Pefia.
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Mr. Carrington is “very knowledgeable. Insurance companies
respect his opinion. Extensive trial experience (ABOT), excellent
mediator, fair, objective arbitrator. Extraordinarily capable and
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and fair.” Quote from 2006 Consumer Lawyers Evaluations
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BAR LEADERSHIP
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Tel./FaX° 805-565-8725 Sandra Bolker 652-0089
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www.tricomediate.com J.H.B. INN OF COURT
Matthew Guasco 654-0911
JUDICIAL EVALUATION COMMITTEE
Dennis LaRochelle 988-9886
r . 4 17 = LABOR LAW & EMPLOYMENT
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; ‘..}f.- £ h L LAW LIBRARY COMMITTEE
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[ ] Dennis Jones 648-7188
VC WOMEN LAWYERS
Jody Prior 582-7537
VCBA STAFF 650-7599
o - Steve Henderson - Executive Director
ﬁ"}.-( %{{"’{w t‘;:‘?ff?'{' Ii"'fz{ I, Alice Duran - Associate Executive Director
L ! Celene Valenzuela - Administrative Assistant
Alejandra Varela - Client Relations Manager
W I1 a | BN I] I .TI an.com Na(Jiia Avila - Legal Assistant ¢
Verna Kagan, Esq. - VLSP Program Manager
Peggy Purnell - CTP Coordinator
Yenturo (805) 382-3663 Santa Borbara {(805) 965-2020
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EARTO
THE WALL

Kurman Law Group is merging with Norman
Dowler, LLP effective January 1, 2009. “This
union between our two firms is exciting and
a perfect fit. I began my career with Norman
Dowler, LLP and look forward to returning,”
said Cheri L. Kurman, principal at Kurman
Law Group. To contact Kurman Law Group
until then call (805) 445-7670 or visit
www.kurmanlaw.com. Norman Dowler’s
phone is (805) 654-0911 and website is

www.normandowler.com.

Julie A. Saltoun has joined the Ventura
law firm of Myers, Widders, Gibson, Jones
& Schneider, L.L.P. as Of Counsel. She
focuses on corporate, transactional, general
business and municipal law, with a specialty
in technology-related transactions. Saltoun
previously served as regional director for the
Tri-Counties Office of the Anti-Defamation
League. 5425 Everglades Street, Ventura,
California 93006. Phone (805) 644-7188;
fax (805) 644-7390.

PARTICIPATE
IN THE VLSP

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
CALL

Verna R. Kagan,
Esquire
Program Manager
(805) 650-7599
bar@vcba.org
www.vcba.org

Give Your
Staff a
Step Up

Attorneys: Paralegals can bring better service
to the client and decrease your workload, while
providing you a higher profit margin. You remain
competitive and are able to serve more clients. Is
there someone in your office who could benefit from paralegal training?

Paralegal Professional Certificate Program

Classes begin January 5th. For questions regarding the program,
contact Craig A. Smith, J.D., paralegal@els.ucsb.edu, 893-7440.
To enroll call (805) 893-4200 or visit www.extension.ucsb.edu

hanging  UCSB e
lives - SANTA BARBARA

Extension

A/

¥ il . T
"4 extend a warm Season’s Greetings ¥s
& ¥ =

L/ VCDS wishes to thank our

> y Panel members, the ADR Section,

£ Interns from SCIL, CSUCI, and the ,’.' ~|.,
Ventura College of Law oy
for a successful 2008 year and X

b

Left to right, Cheryl Allain-Mee - President
Harold Kyle - Vice President
William Knapp - Secretary, Deborah Jurgensen - Treasurer

Ventura Center for Dispute Settlement
(805) 384-1313 » (866) 799-VCDS ¢ SRubio@vcds.bz
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For the Love of Birds

By Gina Britt

Little “goodnesses” we perform collectively
make a difference...somewbhere, somehow,
Jfor someone. ‘It is the greatest mistake to do
nothing because you can only do a little’...
Sydney Smith (1771-1845)

In her spare time, Diane L. Rowley,
co-owner of the 12-lawyer firm Van Sickle &
Rowley, LLP, takes in injured or abandoned
doves and pigeons and rehabilitates them or
provides them with a loving home. Rowley
is part of an online, international network
of pigeon keepers who scour local shelters
for abandoned birds, rescue them from the
shelter, treat them, and then find them a
home. She does not race, show or fly her
birds. Her mission is solely to rescue.

Rowley explained, “A family friend asked if
he could gift a pair of rescued racing pigeons
to my daughter for Christmas several years
ago, knowing that we were animal lovers.
We agreed to give them a home, which led
me to start doing some research. I ran into
a website/messageboard called ‘Pigeon-Talk’
that provides a clearing house for rescues
world-wide. Over time I have become
their ‘local’ (Ventura to West LA) go-to
person when birds are rescued/found in our
area. I get private notifications of someone
finding a downed pigeon and then I make
arrangements to collect the bird from the
finder or the shelter and take it to a vet
or give it treatment and then a home, if
it cannot be released, or transport it to a
licensed rehabber in Lake Forest.

“For example, a few months ago a nice young
man found a pigeon on the street near the
Staples Center. Through the website, he
was directed to me and he drove the bird
all the way up to Simi Valley. Its leg was
broken in two places. I set the break near
the bird’s pelvis by wrapping his wing and
‘thigh’ against his body with masking tape
each day for three weeks. When that break
healed, I builta ‘cast’ for his ankle by carving
a thin wood platform about the size of a
quarter and taping it to a stiff wire bent at 90
degrees, and taping the foot and ankle to this
for another three weeks. Both breaks healed
fine. The bird is named after the young man
who found him, ‘Zach.’

“Another time a lady in Newbury Park
picked up a pigeon at the Target store
because it was just way too friendly. Birds
like that are easy targets for prey and

may be sick or weak, or just not

scared enough for their own

good. I got the call and

the bird now lives in my

aviary with others who,

for their own safety, are

better off in ‘captivity.’

“It just sort of snowballs. Those two original
birds, are now 35 or 40 pigeons....plus 14
doves, and my Christmas list now includes a
new, larger walk-in aviary for the doves...”

The majority of Ms. Rowley’s birds are
handicapped and non-releasable. She and
her husband and law partner, Richard
Van Sickle, have a pair of doves who live
in their daughter’s bathroom. This spring,
they also fostered two families of mallard
ducklings (16 ducks total) from hatching

to migration-ready. They have all now
since “flown the coop,” subject of course to
periodic “visits.”

National Geographicaired a special last spring
about the homing instincts of pigeons.
The program recounted a series of tests to
determine how the birds navigate back to
their home after being transported hundreds
of miles away. The researchers were not able
to reach a consensus. Some conjectured
that an advanced sense of smell was the
answer. Others believed the birds have a

Court Appointed Receiver/Referee

“Mr. Nielson is more than just a preiiy face.
He is one of our best receivers.”

{Hem John [ Humter, October 9 13599)

The Supenior Court has appomted Mr. Nielson mn over 350 cases
mvolving the sale of real property, parinership or business
dissolutions, partiion actions and matters requinng a referee.

LINDSAY F. NIELSON
Attorney at Law

Member — California Receiver Forum

770 County Square Dnve, Ventura, CA 93003
(803) 658-0977




small, internal magnetic “compass.” Their
legendary homing abilities remain a mystery
of nature.

Rowley says that the new book Superdove,
by Courtney Humpbhries, provides a “really
wonderful description of doves and pigeons,
their history, characteristics and how their
evolution as a species has been altered by
interaction with humans...all written by a
scientist.” She feels that the book confirms
what people who keep pigeons already knew:
These birds are much smarter and more
social than one would think from watching
them hover over the local grocery store.
Laboratory tests show that these birds can
remember up to 1000 images for years at
a time and fly long distances from strange
locations to reach a specific nest box (unlike
the general migration of geese and ducks).
They are wonderful, loving companions
who will sit on your shoulder, follow you
around the house, and nibble on your ear
for treats.

Rowley also notes that pigeons and doves
“do not screech like parrots!” She says, “I
know they are ‘just birds,’and some of my
colleagues will think I am nuts (and not

just because of the birds!), but little things
add up.”

Rowley’s husband, law partner, and fellow
bird keeper Richard Van Sickle built this

aviary.

Gina Britt practices with the Law Offices of
David Karen.

CITATIONS wants to cover other Ventura
County lawyers who have unique hobbies,
practice extreme sports, otherwise make
interesting use of their downtime, as well
as “wired” Ventura County lawyers who use
the Internet to advance their law practices
or hobbies. Please contact ginabrittlaw@
yahoo.com with names and URLs.

Full-Time Arbitrators & Mediators
Dedicated to Resolving the
Most Challenging Disputes

Hon. Melinda Hon. William
A. Johnson (Ret.) L. Peck (Ret.)

Hon. Steven Nancy J.
J. Stone (Ret.) Warren, Esq.

oJ:amsle

THE RESOLUTION EXPERTS®

805.648.1190 * www.jamsadr.com

200 Full-Time Neutrals e Resolution Centers Nationwide
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PRO BONO CORNER

By Verna Kagan

When I read in CITATIONS that Justice
Arthur Gilbert’s book, Under Submission, is
on sale for $20 with all proceeds going to the
V.L.S.P, I quickly bought my own copy.

NOT JUST ANOTHER TOME

The book is a compilation of Justice Gilberts
Daily Journal columns, but when I first saw
it I thought, “Oh no, not another pedantic
series of case studies.” To my most delighted
surprise, in the pages of Under Submission,
I met a man of erudition, humanity, wit,
charm, graciousness and humility.

To begin, it was interesting to learn that
Justice Gilbert is a fine jazz pianist. (Thus,
he joins the ranks of other theatrically and
musically talented jurists including Justice
Steve Perren, retired Judge Roland Purnell,

and Santa Barbara Superior Court Judge
George Eskin.)

Justice Gilbert amuses us with stories of not
once but twice being ticketed for speeding
on PCH and becoming a student at traffic
school. He tells of his pet cats, including
the one he found at court that lived with
him for 16 years, followed by another cat
who showed up on his doorstep. He pays
sincere and beautiful tribute to, among
others, Bernard Witkin (whom he knew as
Bernie), Justice Stanley Mosk, Governor Pat
Brown and Justice Otto Kaus. I learned that
we have an addiction in common — both of
us are devotes of “Jeopardy.” No one dares
to interrupt me while I am watching.

Under Submission also challenges our legal
thinking. Justice Gilbert wrote about Tookie
Williams, a defendant on death row for
murder and who turned his life around to
the extent that he was considered for a Nobel
Prize, but was eventually executed. He also
discussed a defendant who murdered his
parents for his inheritance.

Justice Gilbert, I thank you, not only for
your generous donation to VLSE, but also
for more than a few hours of wonderful
reading.

CLIENT APPRECIATION
Mpy. Norris:

I just wanted to thank you for all the work
that you have done for me. I truly believe that
I would have lost my son without you. You
were truly a god send for me, and Juan Jr.
again thanks you for all your hard work and
your great staff.

Gary Norris received this letter at the close
of almost two years of work on a most
demanding child custody case.

Gary is a former Pro Bono Award winner.
His dedication to all the matters he accepts,
and particularly to this one, is outstanding.
There are not enough thank yous in this
department to express our appreciation for
what Gary does.

I often hear from our pro bono attorneys
that our applicants are unappreciative, often
insisting that although we are a volunteer
organization, we have an obligation to
provide service and they have a right to
representation. Fortunately, now and thena
letter like the above comes along and makes
all our efforts seem worthwhile.

AND MORE THANKS

On another note: I also owe a thank you
to Michelle Erich, author of October’s
Pro Bono column. The overwhelming cost
of adoption needs to be addressed. In the
present financial crises, things can only get
worse.

Verna Kagan is the Senior Emeritus Attorney
at the Volunteer Legal Services Program.

IRWIN R, “ROB” MILLER ESQ.

MEDIATION * ARBITRATION

IRWIN R. “ROB” MILLER ESQ.
MEDIATION ¢ ARBITRATION

Want to settle that case?

A trial lawyer for over 35 years, | have
successfully tried and settled
million and multi-million dollar cases.

My experience and training will

help settle your cases.

J.D. Univ. of Cincinnati-Law Review Editor

"AV" Rated Martindale-Hubbell

Pepperdine Univ. School of Law-Straus Institute
Arbitration Panel Ventura County

Ventura Center for Dispute Settlement

* Member of V(BA, LACBA

Past President Hollywood Bar Association

Million and Multi-Million Dollar Advocates Forum

(805) 485-2700 Fux (805) 485-2751

Email: irmmediation@aol.com
300 Esplanade Drive, Suite 1760 < Oxnard, CA 93036

* Web: irmlaw.com
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RINGLER ASSOCIATES”

STRUCTURED SETTLEMENTS

WWWLT l L1 I CT eSS0 L'i ates.com

SERVING the VENTURA COUNTY AREA

Personal Injury * Medicare Set-Asides EXPERIENCE
Workers' Comp * Medical Malpractice MATTERS
Product Liability * Special Needs Trusts 30 YEARS of EXPERTENCE:

Commercial Cases * Nnnrl-"h}?-;iml Injuries INSURANCE, CLAIMS and
STRUCTURED SETTLEMENTS

Structuring Attorney Fees

PAUL FARBER
PaulFarbe v ringl crasoclans. com

h]#Iﬂ hEl{v u.:l:-ﬁ PRU"!‘r].D bu AT NU E{jb‘] Calil. Inswrance License 0F82495
B00-734-3910 * 9498333687 fax * 11301 Wilshire Blvd. * Suite 508 * Los Angeles, CA 90064

EXPERIENCE THE VALUE
OF EXPERIENCE

Ken Moes

Now Offering Mediation Services &
Litigation Strategy Consultations

kmoes@archbald.com ¢ 805.564.2070

e More than forty years of civil trial experience with over 100 jury
and major court trials

e Areas of emphasis:
Complex Disputes Professional Liability Matters
Insurance Related Issues Estate/Trust Litigation

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VisiT www.archbald.com or caLL Dyan at 805.564.2070 ext. 111

11 ARCHBALD & SPRAY..

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Professional Services Since 1960

505 Bath Street ¢ Santa Barbara, CA 93101 ¢ Telephone 805.564.2070 e Facsimile 805.564.2081
www.archbald.com




- S A SIGNIFICANT BENEFIT TO OUR MEMBERS...THE VENTURA COUNTY BaAR
A“ASSOCIATION HAS IDENTIFIED THESE INSURANCE AND FINaNcIAL PLANNING
B ROFESSIONALS TO ACCOMMODATE YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS. THESE BROKERS
# ARE RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR INTEGRITY, KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE IN SERVING THE
LEGAL COMMUNITY. THEY CAN ASSIST YOU IN THE AREAS OF LIFE, HEALTH, DISABILITY
_ INCOME, LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE, ANNUITIES AND INVESTMENTS. YOU CAN OBTAIN
BAR ASSOCIATION StaTE AND COUNTY BAR PLANS AT DISCOUNTED RATES THROUGH THESE BROKERS.

.
Barry A. Cane

Disability Income Insurance
Business Overhead Expense

(805) 496-5537 Fax: (805) 496-5598

Lic. #0740274

240 Lombard St., #100, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

Registered Representative Park Avenue Securities (PAS), 7 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004. Securities products and services offered
through PAS, 1-888-600-4667, Member FINRA. PAS is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of The Guardian Life insurance Company
of America. Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America, New York, NY and other fine insurance companies.

Michael P. Kenney* CcLU

Group and Individual Health Insurance
Business and Personal Life Insurance

(805) 497-7407 Fax: (805) 494-1363

s %

Lic. # 0688916

www.kenneyins.com

Securities offered through a registered represented of Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., Member FINRA.
Branch Office: 100 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 152, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 ¢ (805) 496-4600

K =
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Predictability — predict'a.bil'ity, noun

1.) An alternative for Confidence. ie = Lawyers’ Mutual
Insurance Company (LMIC)

2.) The extent to which future states of a system may be predicted based
knowledge of current and past states of the system. ie = LMIC

3.) Measured by the variability in achieving cost, performance objectives
and the quality of being predictable. — syn: LMIC

Stability — sta'bil'ity, noun

1.) A stable order. ie = Lawyers’ Mutual Insurance Company (LMIC)

2.) The quality of being enduring and free from change
or variation. — syn: LMIC

e LMIC. ..

87
the very definition.

, —

Lawyers’ Mutual Insurance Company

‘ ivi |
A.M. Best Rated “A” (Excellent) / Dividend Just Declared:

California Admitted 13th Straig ht Year!
\

Lawyers Mutual Insurance Company

3110 West Empire Avenue -
Burbank, CA 91504 call 1.800.252.2045 or visit www.LMIC.com
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WE READ SO YOU
DON’T HAVE TO

These stories were among the ABA Journal’s
“top 10 legal stories of the week” for the
week of November 14. CITATIONS comments
are in italics.

1. “After 170 Layoffs, White & Case Pares
Down $250K Holiday Party; No Fireworks.”

That’s down from $500K last year.

2.“Narcissists with Big Egos Lead
Many Law Firms, Consultant Says.”

Who but a narcissist with a big ego would
throw a $250K party, with or without
Sfireworks?

4. Note on Chair Informed Cohen Milstein
Head of His Expulsion From Firm.

So much for the big ego.
7. Legal Futurist: “The Party is Now Over.’

See no. 1. above

PAUL D. FRITZ, ESQ.

CREATIVE DispUuTE RESOLUTION

New
L.A.
Olffice!

in association with Schall Court Reporters
1055 Wilshire Blvd. « Suite 1503
Los Angeles, CA 90017
ADR-FRITZ.COM
877-CDR4ADR -« 877-237-4237

22 Years Specializing
in Mediation!

FERENIIC ACCOLUNTING

—— SR | [ —_——il i Ll WL _&
.ll_.-_"-JI.l'- i'l': widl CI4 L L -_I.I.-ll.ql'r..l

determine fhe “hottom Eoe.” Arxs proides Sosnciel snd
vahuation analysis needed to resolve 2wy of gl dispnles
from family cowrt to civil, criminal, amd peobade oeode, T ey
e can help you mach 2 serifiesent. IF bisl o

arbitration is raguired we give you th=eppo i-yos seed owin.

Chriz Hamilton, CPA, CFE, CWVA

805.306.7890
wawarmshnancial.com

FIBLEE I RL, INE.

BURINERE YALLATIGN FRAL E AMHALYFIE
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V%liz)‘\gggl‘ll;gf Upscale Office Space
J for the Attorney.

NIGHT
NOW LEASING
i’f’rm f;;;‘/ :-'*' w{

EXECUTIVE SUITES

—-*-"'

+ Full-Time Office Space
* Part-Time Office Space
« Virtual Office Plans

* Video Conferencing

1000 Town Center Dr., Ste. 300
Oxnard, CA 93036

805-351-3700
www.rpexecutivesuites.com

Justice Paul Coffee of the California Court of Appeal.

Judge Kent Kellegrew;:fVentura County Your Clientsl Divorces Can Be
Superior Court. . oo .
" Dignified, Respectful and Constructive

(not to mention much less expensive and much less stressful)

In your practice you see the devastation of divorce litigation. With the
protocols of Collaborative Practice and Mediation we do much better for
our clients. Every day. | can help your divorcing clients (as | have helped
many others over the course of the last 8 years) to protect themselves from
the trauma and expense of the adversarial system.

Barristers Christopher Kunke, Jenna Strauss and .‘ B
Melissa Street with Judge Brian Back of the Ventura h ':_
County Superior Court.

DAVID P. SCHWARTZ, J.D., CFLS, AV Rated
Collaborative Family Law and Mediation
dpsfamilylaw.com
Helping your divorcing clients negotiate the rapids and shoals ot divorce sately and with dignity.

| welcome your referrals and also the opportunity to consult with
you about these alternatives in general or about the specifics of
your clients situations. Plus, lunch is always on me.

Flexible Scheduling 87 North Chestnut Street Ventura 93001 642-1246

Founding President - Collaborative Family Law Professionals, Ventura County
u i Member - International Academy Of Collaborative Professionals
Barristers with Judges Colleen Toy Wl‘;ite and Brian Association For Conflict Resolution - Advanced Practitioner, Family and Divorce

Back of the Ventura County Superior Court.
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LEGAL MALPRACTICE
EXPERT WITNESS

MEDIATION! ARBITRATOR

and LAWYERS ADVOCATE
STATE BAR DEFENSE

PHILLIP FELDMAN

BS, MB.A., JD., AV.

Fellow American Board of
Professional Liability Attorneys

Fichard M. Norman

Certified Specialist
Legal Malpractice

¢ 40 years litization experience-AV rated.
(California & American Bar Associations)

* Persomal injury, business, constroction, employment, real estate,
probate’trust, partnership and corporate disputes and dizsolutions

¢ Member: American Board of Trial Advocates

¢ Past president Ventura County Bar Association and Ventora Coumty
Trial Lawyers Association

¢ American Arbitration Association and NASD arbitrator

¢ Trained Mediator— Pepperdine University Strauns Institate

+ Keasonable fees and flexible scheduling. No administrative charges.

Richard M. Norman
0Of Counsel
MNorman Dowler, LLP
540 County Square Drive
Ventura, Califorma 23003-5406
(805) 654-0911 ENormansnormandowler.com

Former Judge Pro Tem
Former State Bar Prosecutor

Fee Arbitrator 31 years
Litigator/Expert 40 years

Malp/Ethics Author
www LegalMalpracticeExperts.com

Email: LegMalpExpert@aol.com
StateBarDefense@aol.com

(310) LEG-MALP (534-6257)
ALSO FEE DISPUTES,

PREVENTATIVE LAW & RISK
MANAGEMENT CONSULTATIONS

Expert Radiology Services & Support

Pueblo Radiology provides state of the art diagnostic imaging facilities
and expert radiologists. Get the advantage that comes from thoughtful

Pueblo Radiology Medical Grou . .
& P application of latest radiology procedures and technology.

Your Trusted Experts

Pueblo Radiology Case Evaluation Consultation
SANTA BARBARA
2320 Bath St., Suite 113
Santa Barbara, CA 93105
tel: (805) 682-7744

fax: (805) 682-3321

O Choose the Correct Medical Imaging Procedure for Your Case
© Review and Analysis of Prior Imaging Procedures
O© Prompt Reports

Board Certified Radiologists are Sub-Specialty Trained

Pueblo Radiology
VENTURA
4516 Market St., Bldg. 1A
Ventura, CA 93003

© Neurological Imaging
© Body Imaging

© MSK Imaging
© Interventional Imaging Procedures

tel: (805) 654-8170
fax: (805) 654-8173

www.puebloradiology.com

Operates Full Outpatient Imaging Facilities in Santa Barbara
and Ventura Providing Local State-of the-Art Diagnostics:

O MRI oCT © Ultrasound © Fluoroscopy O X-ray




End-to-End Services
from Discovery to Trial

Litigation Support
eDiscovery
Court Reporting and Legal Videography
Document Services
Language Translations

Trial Services

Terri McCubbin

Account Executive

1363 Donlon Straet, Suite & 20720 Ventura Bhwd., Suile 20D
Ventura, CA 53003 Woodland Hills, CA 91364
Ofc: BDOD-826-.0277 Dic: B00-826-0277
Fax; BOb-644-6587 Fax; 818-593-230]
Cell: B18-445-4883 Cell: B18-445-4883
ferrl, mocubbi @ marrilicorp,com terr.mccubbin@merilcorp.cam

MERRILL LEGAL S OLUTIONS
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VCBA.org

Online CLE

Legal Ethics: Not Just Right,
But Effective

1 Total CLE Units, all of which
may be applied toward Ethics

Speakers will present their analysis of cutting-
edge ethics issues, including, for example, a
discussion of electronic discovery. The presen-
tation will include the use of movie clips to il-
lustrate application of some of the standards.

Speakers: Scott B. Garner, Attorney at Law
and David M. Stein, Attorney at Law

Ethical Issues in ADR
1.0 Total CLE Units

Alternative Dispute Resolution has become
part of the fabric of contracting and litiga-
tion. Mediation and other forms of ADR,
whether used by agreement of the parties or
court order, have become the reflexive resort
in place of litigation. This program, led by
private practice and in-house counsel leaders
in ADR, will guide you through the applica-
tion of ethical rules to parties, attorneys and
neutrals in ADR. How do the ethical rules
applicable to ADR differ from traditional
litigation? What if an attorney is acting as a
neutral and not representing a party? What
rules apply to the parties themselves? Join us
on February 28, 2007, when you will learn
more about:

Speakers: D. Alan Rudlin and
Phillip M. Armstrong

VCBA understands the demands of a modern-day law practice,
as a result we are pleased to offer our members online CLE. As a

VCBA member you can enjoy streaming video programs and earn

participatory units from the comfort of your home or office. We

invite you to explore our wide variety of courses.

Ethics in Civil Litigation
1.0 Total CLE Units

This program will survey and discuss recent
developments affecting lawyer ethics in civil
litigation. The program will focus on those
areas with the greatest potential to give rise
to attorney liability, including a wide ranging
discussion of conflicts, disqualification issues,
and ethics in settlement negotiations. The
program will also include a substantial dis-
cussion of ethical concerns arising from the
intersection of technology and litigation, par-
ticularly the use and abuse of “hidden” meta-
data in computer files and ethical issues more
generally in electronic discovery practice.
Over two days, this program will provide you
a substantial review of ethical issues affecting
your civil litigation practice.

Speaker: William Freivogel,
John M. Barkett, and Lucian T. Pera

Transactional Tribulations
When the Trustor Gets
Strapped for Cash

Short Sales, Deeds in Lieu
of Foreclosure, TSGs,
Litigation Guarantees,
Foreclosures Sales and
the Aftermath

1 Total CLE Units

Attendees will learn how to contend with ho-
meowners who are approaching or actually in
preforeclosure. Various options available to
the trustor will be explored, from ‘curing’ to
‘modification of loan terms’ to ‘bankruptcy’.
Focus will also be given to title and escrow
ramifications, pitfalls in the disposition of the
defaulted property including obstacles for the
lienholders, escrow, and purchaser. Finally,
sample documents will be presented and ex-
plained in practical terms and usage.

Speakers: Dale Pitman and
Paul E. Stansen



LLCs and Insolvency:
Bankruptcy and Tax Aspects

1.0 Total CLE Units

What are the entity-level and member-level
implications of an LLC entering the zone
of insolvency — and filing for bankruptcy?
As LLCs have become the default entities of
choice for many businesses, practitioners are
increasingly confronting major insolvency,
bankruptcy and tax issues as their clients fall
into insolvency and file for bankruptcy. In-
tegrating bankruptcy and tax law, this pro-
gram will guide business counsel through the
heightened duties of managers as the LLC en-
ters insolvency, the increased risk of liability,
and the real-world tax and bankruptcy impli-
cations for both the entity and its owners as
each file for bankruptcy. This program is es-
sential learning for attorneys advising LLCs!

Speakers: Mark E. Leipold and Steven C.
Gustafson

Estate Planning in
Prenuptial Agreements

1.0 Total CLE Units

The prevalence of divorce and remarriage
have made the use of prenuptial agreements
commonplace. The challenge for estate plan-
ners is accommodating the motivations giv-
ing rise to the prenuptial agreement with
effective estate planning for both parties to
the agreement, and beneficiaries from eatlier
marriages. This program will cover the gamut
of issues involved in integrating prenuptial
agreements into larger estate plans, including
tax and non-tax issues arising during and after
the marriage, and while both parties are alive
and after one party has died. Join us on Janu-
ary 9, when you will learn more about:

- Disclosure, separate legal representation and
ensuring enforceability

- Martial v. separate property

- Issues during marriage — taxes, living
expenses, incapacity

- Trust and inheritances

- Debts — joint and separate

- Surviving spouse rights

Speaker: Bridget Sullivan

Crimes & Immigration:
Preventing Removal and
Preserving Relief Pre-
and Post-Conviction

3 Total CLE Units

This seminar is geared for both immigration
and criminal defense attorneys as an advanced
study to protect the immigration rights of
both legal immigrants and intending immi-
grants charged with, or convicted of, a crime.
Panelists will provide California criminal de-
fense and sentencing strategies to prevent de-
portability of lawful permanent residents, and
preserve immigration admissibility for undoc-
umented intending immigrants; discuss man-
datory detention and immigration bonds,
and maintaining eligibility for the various
forms of immigration relief including waivers
and naturalization; and present the different
post-conviction relief vehicles and strategies
available when necessary to safeguard a client.
Analysis of recent case law will be incorpo-
rated throughout the seminar.

Speakers: Mark Davis, Alison Daw, Henry
Posada, and Mike Razi

Recent Developments:
Race and National Origin
Discrimination

1.0 Total CLE Units

The nature of racial and national origin dis-
crimination in the workplace is changing.
Rarely anymore are their complaints about
overt discrimination based on race or national
origin. Instead, issues of discrimination take
on a much subtler form. Is an English-only
requirement a form of national origin dis-
crimination? Can an employer prohibit cer-
tain types of non-conventional dress in the
workplace? What is the relationship between
discrimination and new patterns of immigra-
tion and enforcement action against illegal
immigrants? For employers seeking to estab-
lish best practices and avoid liability these are
complex questions with sometimes frustrat-
ingly uncertain answers. This program will
guide you through new developments in na-
tional origin and racial discrimination in the
workplace.

Speaker: David J. Goldstein
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Family Law Trial Institute
101: Trial in Progress

1.5 Total CLE Units

The First Annual Family Law Trial Instictute
101 is a must for family law attorneys and
other attorneys who handle family law mat-
ters and who are seeking to enhance their
family law trial skills. The program will
focus on immediate preparation for trial,
commencement of trial, and the conclud-
ing aspects of the trial. Topics to be cov-
ered include trial briefs, trial books, witness
and exhibit lists, stipulations, motions in
limine, subpoenas, opening statements, live
testimony, direct and cross-examination,
objections, the use of experts, use of discovery,
rebuttal testimony, argument, statement of
decision, fees, and post-trial considerations.
The panel will cover experts, exhibits,
foundation, objection to exhibits, use of
discovery, and subpoena duces tecum

Speakers: Debra S. Frank ,CFLS, Hon. Don
Christian, Bruce E. Cooperman, CFLS,
and Lance S. Spiegel

Ethics in Employment
Law & Litigation

1.0 Total CLE Units

Employment litigation exposes legal counsel
to very sensitive information that, if exposed,
would have a major negative impact on em-
ployers and employees alike. This program
will examine how attorney ethics rules apply
to the most common and ethically fraught
situations confronting employment law prac-
titioners. The program will focus on man-
aging conflicts and waivers in employment
litigation, ensuring confidentiality of sensitive
personnel issues and avoiding liability, duties
of loyalty, and ethical issues arising in discov-

cry.

Speaker: Jeffrey Wohl



Forensic Accounting

Economic Damage Calculations &
Business Valuations ¢ Family Law
Financial Issues ¢ Tax Issues

Michael C. Eulau, CPA

MBA, Finance, University of Chicago

: R " MSc, Economics, London School of Economics
' Over 17 Years Experience

FEulau Accountancy Corporation
200 E. Santa Clara Street, Suite 200
Ventura, CA 93001

Phone (305) 641-1040




PARTICIPATE
INTHEVLSP

Become part of the

legal community serving
low-income residents of
Ventura County. The bar
association encourages your
involvement in county’s only
private attorney Pro Bono
Program the VCBA/VSLP, Inc.

Staffed by a part-time manager and
retired attorneys who volunteer to
participate as Emeritus Attorneys, a
State Bar of California designation
that allows retired lawyers to
provide direct legal representation
for a qualified legal services program.

Potential clients (applicants) are
screened for income eligibility and
the nature of their problem by staff.
Applicants are then routed to an

Emeritus Attorney who is responsible

for determining whether the case is
meritorius and locating a volunteer
attorney to consult or represent
the applicant.

For more
information call:

Verna R. Kegan, Esquire
Program Manager
(805) 650-7599
bar@vcba.org
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Collaborative Family Law
Professionals

Transforming family law into a collaborative process

« Private
« No court battles
« Collaborative

« Creative

« Win-win climate
« Clients in charge

« Faster
« Child sensitive

Joseph Beltran

Paul Blatz

Sandra Bolker

Terry Anne Buchanan
Ed Buckle

Rebbecca Calderwood
Michael Christiano
Steve Debbas

Tom Hutchinson

Pat Lamas

Jan Loomis

Patti Mann

Julianna Marcial

Ed Matisoff

Jeanne McNair

Paul Miller

Steve Mitnick
Herman Mora
Mark Nelson
Marsha Niedens
Gary Norris
Michael Percy
David Praver
Richard Rabbin
Donna Santo
David Schwartz
Hilary Shankin
Sylvia Soto
Randall Sundeen
Richard Taylor
Terry Viele

James Cole, Ph.D.
Deborah Huang, LCSW
Silvia Leidig, LCSW

Susan Carlisle, CPA
Wayne Lorch, CPA

Helen Bass, CSA

Gabrielle David

www.collaborativefamilylawyers.com
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TRACY COLLINS
Attorney At Law

m ERISA
Representing claimanits in the denial of
gronp disability and Kfe insnrance claims.

5699 Eanan Road, Suite 415
Apounra Hills, CA 91301
(315) 880-2441
Fax: (818) §80-1210
erisadisabilityia: aol. com

Tri-County Sentry
Newspaper
LEGAL/PUBLIC NOTICES

We can publish your Trustee’s Sales,
Probate Notices and Change of Names.
Court Order No.125431

Rates:

Trustee’s Sales...$225 approx
Petition to Admin $180
Change of Name...$110 service call
Legal Notices...$850 983-0015

We file your Affadavit of Publication with the court

For the best

Trial Graphics

Ohver 20 pesirs of miilrimedia service
o thee: legal commusity. Call w for video and

still photography, diagrams, timelines,
clans, mags, schemarics and image oditing.
www.nimmer.netjlegal graphics
Phione B05-566-0163
Efmasl rlp@nimmer.ne

Mimmer
Legal

Ciraphics

Past issues of CITATIONS may
be found under “membership
resources” on the bar’s website

at www.vcba.org.

Davip M. KAREN,

‘ 805.988.4848

Farmy Law MeDIATION
Susana Goytia-Miller
ATTORNEY AT Law/ PHD
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LEGAL RESOURCES FOR
CALIFORNIA

* Westlaw® — KeyCite®
* Public Records

* Legal Solutions™ Plus * ProLaw®

* The Witkin Library * CFLR DissoMaster™
* LiveNote™ Suite

* Cowles Legal Systems®

Work faster and smarter
with these West legal
resources:

* Miller & Starr Library
* West LegalEdcenter®

* The Rutter Group
California Practice
Guides™

For details, contact your West Law Firm Sales Representative

GREGG KRAVITZ

* In-office training * Free consultations!
Phone: 805-654-7027
gregg.kravitz@thomsonreuters.com

WEST.

© 2008 Thomson Reuters 1-343734/9-08
Thomson Reuters and the Kinesis logo are trademarks of Thomson Reuters,

WEST.THOMSON.COM ‘

THOMSON REUTERS”
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CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICES OFFERED

Wanted — Entry-level paralegal job. ABA-
approved Paralegal Certificate; CLA; BA;
17 months’ experience preparing and filing
various legal documents; experienced with
MS Office (Word, Excel, etc.), WordPerfect,
databases, and legal software; organizational
skills; attention to detail; analytical skills;
impressive work ethic; and excellent customer
service skills. Email mariandreamueller@
hotmail.com

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

Westlake Village Offices — Tired of
commuting to LA? Spending too much on
fuel>? Want to work near home? We
offer new upscale executive office suites,
140-230  sqft.  Friendly  receptionists;
high-speed T1 internet; elegant, private
conference room with 60"  plasma;
copier/scanner; kitchen; flexible leasing.

(805) 431-9611 or Susan@GOWCA.com.

1, 2, or 3 offices for rent — County Square
Professional Offices Building. Lots of windows,
parking, garden view, approximately 172 sq.
ft. at $425 per month, 174 sq. ft. at $495 per
month, 178 sq. ft. at $650 per month. Walk to
courthouse with clients via unique underpass
access to courthouse and law library. Furnished
or unfurnished, DSL, credit card equipment,
utilities included. Call (805) 642-2025.

Office Space — Single offices or suite of
offices available downtown Ventura. Includes
off-street parking, utilities, conference room.
Immediate occupancy. Call (805) 653-2505.

Office Space — available at 840 County Square
Dr. directly across from the courthouse.
Contact Susan Seemiller at (805) 339-9090.

FOR SALE

Office Furniture for Sale — Due to law firm
merger, we have an office full of beautiful
furniture for sale. Includes desks, file cabinets,
printers, copiers, storage and work surfaces,
refrigerator, microwave and much much more!
Contact Cheri for further information at

(805) 445-7670 or clk@kurmanlaw.com.
LOST AND FOUND

Found at VCBA Annual Bar Dinner — A
woven gold hoop earring was found in the
women’s bathroom at the Crowne Plaza during
the VCBA Annual Bar Dinner 11/15/08. If you
are the owner, please contact Cheri Kurman at

(805) 445-7670 or clk@kurmanlaw.com.
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amaiAN| EXCHANGE

214 folks gathered for the 22nd annual
installation and awards banquet held Saturday
evening, November 15, upstairs at the Crowne
Plaza. Many were there to honor Kathleen Back
as the recipient of the Ben E. Nordman Public
Service Award. Bill Paterson’s introduction
of Kathy was heartfelt and warm. Kathy’s
acceptance speech was sincere, enlightening
and succinct. The bash was over at by 9ish
and lots of the attendees escaped to such local
watering holes as Watermark, Café Fiore and
Aloha. Kudos to Cheri Kurman for organizing
the entire event and Don Hurley for raising
over $10,000 through the silent auction
benefitting the bar’s pro bono program

From Alexander Pope: “The hungry judges
soon the sentence sign, And wretches hang
that jurymen may dine.”...Law in the Movies:
“They say that a man who represents himself
in court has a fool for a client. And with God
as my witness, I am that fool!” — Gomez
Addams (Raul Julia), The Addams Family,
1991. Remember Julia in Sesame Street? If you
have not seen Kiss of the Spiderwoman (1985),
do so now...Law on TV: “It’s not my nature
to engage in post commentary but since you're
well traveled in legal circles, I'd appreciate you
tell all your friends exactly what happened in
here, you sneaky, arrogant, bad faith bastard.”
—John Cage (Peter MacNicol), Ally McBeal. ..
In addition to his production manager duties,
Jon Light will be dancing in Footwork Youth
Ballet’s The Nutcracker December 13-14 at
the Oxnard Performing Arts Center. 1 feel a
YouTube moment coming on...

Exec’s Dot...Dot...Dot...

By Steve Henderson, Executive Director, M.A., CAE

Bar staff bigger by one! Client Relations
Director Alex Varela-Guerra delivered little
Gerardo, Monday, October 6. He weighed-in
at 6 pounds, 11 ounces. It’s Alex’s first and
daddy Angel is doing well. Alex returned to
the office November 24... The New York Post
published a story about a 47-year-old attorney
who filed suit against his wife of 22 years,
charging that her straying had left him with
Herpes Simplex 2 virus, an STD that caused
him to experience “pain, suffering, emotional,
mental, psychological and physical injuries and
the loss of enjoyment of life.”...From George
Eliot: “When one wanted one’s interests looked
after whatever the cost, it was not so well for a
lawyer to be over honest, else he might not be
up to other people’s tricks.”... VCDS executive
director (and previous administrative assistant
at the bar) Sandra Rubio gave birth to her
third child, James Manuel, November 6. Big
brothers Jacob and Joshua helping out and
daddy Joey wonders if he is ever going to have
a daughter...

100 people representing all walks of our legal
lives attended a memorial at Judge Fred
Bysshe’s magnificent Ojai home Sunday
afternoon, November 16, in honor of Bruce
Johnston. Bruce did not wanta service ora big
matter made of his death. Bruce’s wife, Mary,
allowed Fred to host a potluck letting people to
share memories. There was a moment of silence
at the bar’s annual dinner, as Bruce was the
first recipient of the Nordman Award in 1986.
From Felix Frankfurter: “If one man can be
allowed to determine for himself what is law,
every man can. That means first chaos, then
tyranny. Legal process is an essential part of
the democratic process.”. .. An excerpt from the
will of a citizen of Rome: “I, Lucius Titus, have
written this, my testament, without any lawyer,
following my own natural reason rather than
excessive and miserable diligence.”...David
Follin got to witness in person the presidential
acceptance speech by Barack Obama early in
the evening, November 4th, in Chicago...

Erik Feingold has agreed to take over as chair
of the Business Litigation Section. He has the
difficult task of replacing Dennis LaRochelle,
who single-handedly resurrected the section.
Since September 2004, Dennis and his
committee have organized 41 programs, all

of them with CLE. Erik has been a member
of the committee for several years...” We
have nothing to fear but declining revenues,
being hit with a big malpractice suit, having
our insurance canceled, insolent staff, disloyal
clients, losing our lease, disbarment, defections
to other firms, the Senior Executive Secretary,
and ourselves.” — A managing partner’s
opening statement at the annual partnership
meeting in Inexplicable: The Rodent’s Guide to
Lawpyers...Sixty people attended the Women
Lawyers’ annual banquet honoring Carmen
Ramirez and Tina Rasnow, who won the
Legacy Award. Debi Jurgensen accepted the
Holly Spevak Memorial Award. Hats off to
Jodi Prior, Laurie Nintcheff and their team
of organizers.

Maria Wusinich has joined the Law Offices
of Hiepler & Hiepler. Specifically, she will be
working with Mark Hiepler in representing
twelve victims of the tragic September 12, 2008
Metrolink accident. Maria had been employed
in the Los Angeles area and previously
labored in the U.S. Senate as a Legislative
Correspondent...Old Chinese Proverb: “It’s
better to enter the mouth of a tiger than a court
oflaw.”... These are words and phrases Oxford
University says people are sick of hearing: 1.
At the End of the day. 2. At this moment in
time. 3. Like. 4. With all due respect. 5. To be
honest. 6. Touch base. 7. I hear what you are
saying. 8. Going forward. 9. Absolutely. 10.
Blue sky thinking...From George W. Bush:
“The legislature’s job is to write law. It’s the
executive branch’s job to interpret law.”...Big
congrats to Steve Debbas and Rick Chaidez
for being members of a 50+, 4.5 tennis team,
and making it all the way to the U.S.TA.
Sectional Finals, one win away from going to
the Nationals... Liar, n. A lawyer with a roving
commission — Ambrose Bierce...

Steve Henderson has been the executive director
and chief executive officer of the bar association
and its affiliated organizations since November
1990. His twins, Max and Megan, turn 12 on
the 18th, seven days 5/7y 0f Christmas. T/ae)/ expect
separate and competitive parties. Henderson’s
holidays include a Mexican cruise, college

Jootball and basketball, and reading mindless

p?"@ﬁ accounts.



*Personal Court Reporters Proudly Sponsors

the VCILA Holiday Party™

2008 VCTLA

HOLIDAY PARTY
AT THE TOWER CLUB

Dedicated to providing
programs and services
for trial lawyers in civil
practice throughout
the county.

DECEMBER 9, 2008

RECEPTION: 6:00 P.M.

CosT: $25.00

*PLEASE MAKE CHECK
PAYABLE TO VCTLA*

PLACE: Tower CLUB
300 ESPLANADE DR., 21ST FL.
OXNARD, CA 93006

WWW.VCTLA.ORG
4475 MARKET STREET, STE. B
VENTURA, CA 93003

Phone: 805.650.7599
Fax: 805.650.8059
Email: bar@vcba.org

Holiday Party at the Tower Club

This year you can get your last minute MCLE from some other

provider. Instead, join your colleagues in celebration of the holidays and
our good fortune to be working within the Ventura County legal commu-
nity.

Our Holiday Party at the Tower Club will include gourmet hors
d’oeuvres and two drink tickets with each admission.
ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED BY: Sgt Pepper

SPECIAL BONUS: The $25 admission fee is waived for anyone who joins
or renews his/her membership in VCTLA for 2009 at or before the party
(Membership Application on reverse side).

Event Sponsors:
ProDocs Personal Court Reporters Complete Computer Services
Kyle Lum Michael Carrier Chad Wiggins
(310) 350-2073 (818) 988-1900 (805) 901-8511 x. 202

www.prodoccopy.com Www.personalcourtreporters.com www.ineedccs.com

Please return with check payable to VCTLA,
4475 Market St., Suite B, Ventura, CA 93003. ATTN: 12-09-08

Attendee #1: O M™Member [0 Non-Member

Name:

Telephone:

E-mail:
Attendee #2

O Member O Non-Member

Name:

Telephone:

E-mail:
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DAVID LEHR LAW

The Law Offices of David Lehr, Inc. would like to
thank you for a year of support.

We would especially like to thank the
following attorneys:

* Mike Bradbury

* Salley Dichter

* Wendy Lascher

* Guy Parvex

* Chuck Samonsky
* Scott Samsky

* Al Vargas

We would appreciate your criminal law referrals.

789 S.Victoria Ave., Suite 202, Ventura, CA 93003

ADVICE YOU CAN TRUST

WHEN THE STAKES ARE HIGH.

The Law Offices of David Lehr, Inc.

Phone: (805) 477-0070 www.DavidLehrLaw.com
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