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The American Inns of Court, which is 
perhaps the oldest, largest and fastest 
growing legal mentoring organization, is 
firmly rooted in the noble 800-year-old 
tradition of the Inns of Court in England. 
Local chapters of the Inns of Court provide 
a collegial atmosphere that encourages 
networking between all members, mentoring 
and skills development, the exchange of 
concepts, ideas and techniques important 
for every practitioner, and enhancing civility.  
It provides a valuable opportunity for newer 
attorneys to socially interact and work 
together on a less formal basis with judges 
and more seasoned attorneys.  Participants 
often remain involved for many years and 
end up developing close ties and lasting 
friendships.

The Ventura County chapter was founded 
in 1995 by a core group including Justice 
Richard Aldrich, Judge Harry Walsh, 
Jim Armstrong, Richard Regnier, and 
James McGahan.  Steve Henderson was 
instrumental in setting up our chapter as 
a 501(c)(3) organization, and has served as 
the CEO ever since.  It was not until Judge 
David Long became president in 1996 
that our chapter was named the Jerome H. 
Berenson American Inn of Court (“JHB 
Inn”).  Who was Jerome H. Berenson?  
After interviewing some of the founders, I 
learned that Judge Berenson was a partner in 
the Oxnard firm of Nordman, Berenson & 
Lewis, a past VCBA president in 1960, who 
then was appointed to the Ventura County 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: THE JEROME H. BERENSON 
AMERICAN INN OF COURT – A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

By Dien Le

bench in 1962.  He was later elected as 
presiding judge and continued in that role 
for some 15 years until he retired in 1982.

The Inn meets for dinner the second 
Thursday of each month from September 
through May at the Saticoy Country Club 
in Somis. The group consists of eight teams 
of ten members each. Members of each 
team consist of judges, attorneys, and in 
some cases law students, and are slotted 
in three different levels: Masters (judges 
or seasoned attorneys with 20 or more 
years of experience); Barristers (five to 20 
years’ experience); Associates (less than five 
years’ experience).  Each year, JHB Inn 
presents two to three scholarships (to cover 
the dues) to law students to become team 
members for the whole year.  This effort to 
extend the bar’s outreach and mentoring to 
local law schools has often resulted in these 
students becoming great attorneys who stay 
with the Inn, like Rachel Coleman.  The 
team assignments are randomly drawn by 
the VCBA staff in July, and then any final 
tweaks are made by the Masters and Board.  
The 2010-2012 JHB Inn Board is led by 
President David Lehr, Treasurer Carol 
Woo, and Immediate Past President Alyse 
Lazar.  Next year, Lindsay Nielson will take 
the helm.  Other board members include 
Judge Tari Cody, Judge Walsh, Richard 
Regnier, Katie Pietrolungo, and Panda 
Kroll.  Dues range from $255-375, which 
mostly covers the food cost. Any remaining 
funds at the end of each year, is normally 

around $500-1,000, are donated to VCBA’s 
pro bono program (VLSP).

The educational function of Inns of Court 
is provided by the interesting, creative, 
practical, interactive team presentations 
on all areas of legal practice.  One team is 
assigned to present each month.  Whoever 
said that attorneys are dull has apparently 
never attended a JHB Inn meeting.  The 
topics of each program are up to each team 
to develop as long as there is no duplication.  
One thing is for certain, the teams never 
fail to entertain (with elaborate/outlandish 
costumes, props, guests and animals), 
especially when they seek to outdo the 
other for the coveted James F. McGahan 
Memorial Excellence Award, a perpetual 
plaque with the names of each winning team 
member, which was first awarded in 2000-
2001 and every year since. This plaque once 
hung in Courtroom 22 during the time that 
Judge Long served as supervising civil/MSC 
judge.  After Judge Long’s retirement, Judge 
Walsh has retained custody of it.  During 
my recent visit to a meeting, I was treated 
to a “Wizard of Oz” program on attorney 
sanctions.  

It’s not all fun and games, because, as new 
members soon learn, countless hours of 
script writing and role playing practice are 
contributed by each team member in order 
to bring everything together.  The Excellence 
Award is decided by the Masters and Board 
members who score each presentation after 
each monthly meeting.  Teams are judged 
by criteria such as the topic’s timeliness 
and relevance, involvement of each team 
member, entertainment, creativity and 
innovation, educational value, and written 
materials.  Recently, the score sheet was 
modified to add a category for projection 
of voice clearly and audibly.  The difficulty 
is having that perfect balance of education 
while still being entertaining.

Not only are members able to obtain their 
continuing legal education, but they also 
enjoy camaraderie, a nice setting and the 
delicious food offerings at the Club.  As 
Associate James Perero jokingly refers 
to the experience, saying it is like the 
“Dungeons and Dragons” for lawyers. I too 
have fond memories of my previous stint in  
2000-2001.

Continued on page 5
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President’s Message continued from page 3

Every year, the national Inns of Court 
recognizes (for each of its seven regions) 
“a practicing judge or lawyer whose life 
and practice display sterling character 
and unquestioned integrity, coupled with 
ongoing dedication to the highest standards 
of the legal profession and the rule of 
law.” Our chapter recently nominated 
Judge Long, who has been a longstanding 
fixture of JHB Inn and has continually 
shown his dedication, for one of the 2012 
Professionalism Awards.

If you’re interested in participating in this 
unique and rewarding experience for the 
upcoming 2012-2013 term, now is the time 
to submit your application to Steve at the 
VCBA office.

Dien Le is a partner at Westlake Village-based 
Sullivan Taketa LLP, where he represents clients 
in business litigation, employment litigation, 
real property litigation and appellate matters 
in both federal and state courts.

TRIAL LAWYER OF THE YEAR

Mark Pachowicz accepts the VCTLA "Trial Lawyer of the Year" 
Award with nearly 75 lawyers and judges May 22.

Ph
ot

os
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 C

ra
ig

 B
at

es
 a

nd
 T

el
eg

en
ic

s 



6  CITATIONS   •  JUNE  2012

BAR LEADERSHIP

ADR SECTION
Kevin Daly	 890-3801
ASIAN BAR
John Fukasawa	 383-2788
BANKRUPTCY
Michael Sment	 654-0311
BARRISTERS
Robert S. Krimmer	 988-9886
BENCH/BAR/MEDIA COMMITTEE
Kendall VanConas 	 988-9886
BENCH-BAR RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Matt Guasco	 256-4972
BLACK ATTORNEYS ASSOCIATION
Alvan Arzu	 654-2500
BUSINESS LITIGATION SECTION
Erik Feingold	 644-7188
CITATIONS
Wendy Lascher  	 648-3228
CLIENT RELATIONS
Dean Hazard 	 988-9886
COURT TOUR PROGRAM
Thomas Hinkle  	 656-4223
CPA LAW SOCIETY
Douglas Kulper	 659-6800
EAST COUNTY BAR
Bret Anderson	 659-6800
FAMILY LAW BAR
Patricia Mann 	 371-4066
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
Chris Balzan	 658-1945
J.H.B. INN OF COURT
David Lehr	 477-0070
JUDICIAL EVALUATION COMMITTEE
Linda Ash	 654-2580
LAW LIBRARY COMMITTEE
Eileen Walker 	 444-6308
MEXICAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
Rennee Dehesa	 988-8324
PRO BONO ADVISORY BOARD
David Shain 	 659-6800
PROBATE & ESTATE PLANNING SECTION
Amber Rodriguez 	 643-4200
REAL PROPERTY
Ramon Guizar 	 988-8365
SOLO SECTION
Jasmeen Hbhi	 813-8043
VCBA/VLSP, INC.
Joseph Strohman	 659-6800
VLSP, INC. EMERITUS ATTORNEYS
Verna Kagan	 650-7599
VC TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION 
Allen Ball	 339-2950
VC WOMEN LAWYERS
Jill Friedman	 644-7188
VCBA STAFF	 650-7599
Steve Henderson - Executive Director
Alice Duran - Associate Executive Director 
Celene Valenzuela - Administrative Assistant 
Alejandra Varela - Client Relations Manager
Verna Kagan, Esq. - VLSP Program Manager
Peggy Purnell - CTP Coordinator
Judith Logan - Development Director

I just got back from a week in Hawaii, a 
place about as far removed from the practice 
of law as the moon. As Meghan Clark, 
one of my attorney friends, put it: I came 
back and got black goo all over my Aloha.  
Faced with opposing counsel with outsize 
egos, professional litigants with no desire 
to be reasonable, and www.bitterlawyer.
com, becoming the second mate on the 
glass bottom boat tour was looking really 
attractive.  (Another lawyer in my firm wants 
to start a Bonsai tree farm.  To each their 
own.). After all, watching the sea turtles 
under the boat come up right beside the 
boat to breathe affirms life. A sister fighting 
against her sister about whether Mom loved 
her more does not.

But then I read a chapter in a book geared 
towards professionals looking to recover 
their Aloha.  It discussed how to re-engage 
in your professional career.  It asked, simply, 
why did you get into this profession to 
begin with?  There had to be something 
attractive. Finding that underlying reason 
and remembering it with attention is the 
key to keeping your Aloha.

Of course, in the practice of law, there are 
lots of things that are attractive.  They just 
get buried under the 4:30 p.m. “Urgent” 
fax from opposing counsel who refuses to 
use email.

I made a list of why I was interested in 
the practice of law. I just may tack this up 
somewhere in my office (which still has 
streamers up from my birthday weeks ago 
... and, no, I am not removing them until 
they fall down. I like them.)

Here’s my list:

·	 I like helping people solve their problems.
·	 I like being a know-it-all.
·	 I like finding out new things so that I can 

continue to be a know-it-all.
·	 I think the actual practice of law is quite 

interesting.  Researching, analyzing, 
applying facts.  You know: the stuff you 
learned in law school.

·	 I like being part of a profession with 
a rich and interesting tradition. I like 
the high ideals that are set forth in our 
founding documents and the challenge 
of applying those ideals to modern life.

·	 I like the fact that we are part of a civilized 
process to maintain an orderly society.  
We don’t solve problems with a military 
coup.  We solve them with nine people 
in black robes.

·	 I like wearing suits.  

Yes, yes, I know the business of law gets 
in the way of the practice.  I know about 
marketing, collecting, finding clients, 
maintaining clients, keeping clients happy, 
and preparing for trial.  And I know all 
about the challenges of life that get in the 
way of both the business and the practice 
of law.  One example: an attorney I know 
who had no clean laundry wore a bathing 
suit to court under her suit.  Not me.  But 
I sympathize.  My son is so used to being 
late for Kindergarten that on the one day my 
husband took him and he got there early, he 
still ran to the classroom as if he were late.

Thus, the challenge is to remember the 
ideals and ideas that give the profession 
personal meaning.  Slow down and look 
for those core ideals in the 4:30 p.m. fax, 
the sisters fighting, and yes, even “Bitter 
Lawyer.”  Because they are there if you just 
look for them.  You don’t have to look for 
sea turtles to find them.

Leslie McAdam is a civil litigator at Ferguson 
Case Orr Paterson and a member of the 
CITATIONS Editorial Board

WHY DO YOU DO IT?
By Leslie McAdam
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CORRECTIONS

April’s article about judicial elections 
reported a $700 spending limit.  Although 
there is a Ventura County ordinance limiting 
contributions to candidates for county 
offices to that amount, Elections Division 
supervisors interpret that ordinance as not 
applying to judicial elections.  Judges hold 
statewide, not county, office.

Your relationship with your clients is all about trust. They trust your integrity and expert  
legal advice. And they value the personal and confidential relationship you share. 

It’s very much the same at Montecito Bank & Trust. Like you, we believe in longstanding  
client relationships. In offering creative solutions for each person’s unique needs.   
And especially in earning their trust with personal commitment and professional expertise.

Whether it’s designing an investment portfolio, managing multiple real estate properties  
or planning charitable gifts, you can count on our Wealth Management team to provide  
your clients with a level of service that meets not just their needs, but your standards. 

Wealth advisory services – one of the many Paths to prosperity® you’ll find  
at Montecito Bank & Trust.

What’s your path?

WEALTH MANAGEMENT
Investment Management and Advisory Services
Trust and Estate Services

 montecito.com
 Santa Barbara: 1106-E Coast Village Road, Montecito, CA 93108 • 805 564-0219   
 Solvang: 591 Alamo Pintado Road, Solvang, CA 93463 • 805 686-8620
 Ventura/Westlake Village: 701 E. Santa Clara Street, Ventura, CA 93001 • 805 830-8005    
  

“Finally, someone my clients  
can count on just like they count on me.”
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T h e  l e g a l  f r a m e w o r k  g ov e r n i n g 
biotechnology comes to life when interest 
groups and real people push against agency 
interpretations and applications of federal 
and state legislation, regulations, and 
executive orders.  Biotechnology law plays 
out in courts as well as in congressional 
chambers and agency offices, often with 
unpredictable and dynamic results.  As 
just one example, laws governing stem cell 
research can serve as a catalyst for ethical 
and scientific controversy among detractors 
and backers.

Case in point: Sherley v. Sebelius, 644 F.3d 
388 (D.C. Cir. 2011).  After a judge granted 
an order shutting down research on human 
embryonic stem cells (hESCs), a scramble 
ensued in labs across the nation.

“I have had to tell everyone in my lab 
that when they feed their cells tomorrow 
morning, they better use media that has not 

been funded by the federal government,” said 
the director of a stem cell transplantation 
program at Children’s Hospital Boston, 
referring to food given to cells.

“This ruling means an immediate disruption 
of dozens of labs doing this work since 
the Obama administration made its order 
[expanding hESC funding].” Note: the 
University of California is the largest 
beneficiary of the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) grants at issue.

Sherley was a lawsuit brought by conservative 
Christian interests on behalf of embryos, 
embryo adoption agencies, and scientists 
seeking to bar expanded NIH funding of 
biomedical research involving new hESC 
lines. By convention, the defendant in such 
lawsuits is the current head of the agency 
whose action is challenged, i.e., Kathleen 
Sebelius, Secretary of the Department of 
Health and Human Services.  The lead 

plaintiff, Dr. James Sherley, uses adult 
stem cells in his research, but never hESCs.  
The plaintiffs sought to enjoin funding of 
competing NIH hESC research grants.  Dr. 
Sherley cited as authority the Dickey-Wicker 
Amendment, a policy rider to appropriations 
legislation that precludes federal funding 
of research involving the destruction of 
embryos.  Dickey-Wicker was the basis for 
a Bush-era policy and related executive order 
limiting stem cell research to the 60 lines 
derived from embryos destroyed prior to 
2001.  Shortly after he was elected, President 
Obama rescinded the prior administration’s 
executive order, and required the NIH to 
draft new funding guidelines for projects 
involving hESCs “to the extent permitted 
by law.”

Prior to enacting its new “Guidelines 
for Human Stem Cell Research,” NIH 
issued a notice of proposed rulemaking 

HOW DO BIOTECHNOLOGY LAWS AFFECT REAL PEOPLE? 
By Panda Kroll

&Attorneys At Law
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containing draft guidelines, as required 
by the Administrative Procedure Act 
governing all agency regulation.  49,000 
public comments were submitted for and 
against such research.  The final guidelines 
authorized public funding of hESC research 
utilizing embryos that were “created using in 
vitro fertilization for reproductive purposes” 
but that were “no longer needed” and 
for which informed consent had been 
given for use in research.  Under the 
guidelines, Dickey-Wicker precludes only 
funding for research which actively included 
derivation of hESCs from embryos, and 
does not unambiguously preclude research 
on privately-derived hESCs.  Dr. Sherley 
challenged these guidelines in court, and a 
D.C. judge agreed, enjoining researchers to 
stop “any action whatsoever” taken under the 
guidelines, which were preliminarily ruled 
unlawful based on Dickey-Wicker.  The 
disruption ensued.

Seventeen days later, an appellate court 
stayed the Sherley  injunction, allowing the 
lab work to resume.  The ruling turned on the 
definition of “research.”  The appellate court 
found that the congressional intent behind 
Dickey-Wicker, while barring research “in 
which” embryos “are” presently destroyed, 
was not to bar research “for which” embryos 
“were” destroyed in a prior, privately-funded 
extraction phase of a project. The lower 
court, forced to dismiss Dr. Sherley's case, 
grumbled that it had “become a grudging 
partner in a bout of linguistic jujitsu.”  
Further challenges to hESC research are 
expected, and Dr. Sherley’s most recent 
appeal was heard on April 23.

Panda Kroll ,  Esq., is 
a lecturer in CSUCI’s 
Martin V. Smith School of 
Business & Economics and a 
member of the CITATIONS 
Editorial Board.
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               – American Bar Association   

Learn how mediation can help improve 
working relationships, cut legal costs, 
and increase productivity. 
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Bill Slaughter, a civil litigator and managing 
partner of Slaughter & Reagan LLP in 
Ventura, is an attorney with a life outside 
the law.  In his other life, Bill is not only a 
devoted family man, but the captain of the 
Upper Ojai Search and Rescue Team.

Being on the search and rescue team was 
a natural evolution.  Bill grew up in Santa 
Paula. During his high school years, Bill 
and his friends headed into the back 
country every weekend, exploring the local 
mountains and wilderness areas.  This was 
the beginning of his lifelong passion for the 
outdoors.  During a search for a friend, who 
fell to his death climbing a water fall in Santa 
Paula Canyon, Bill first saw the Upper Ojai 
Search and Rescue in action.  It left a lasting 
impression.

After graduating from law school, Bill moved 
back to Ventura County in the early 1980s 
and settled in Upper Ojai.  He began to 
practice law with Bill Fairfield in Ventura.  
Bill wanted to spend time outdoors and 
serve the community. By joining the Upper 
Ojai Search and Rescue Team in 1986, he 
combined both. When the longtime Captain 
Carl Hoffmeister retired about ten years 

Bill Slaughter – Attorney and Captain of 
the Upper Ojai Search and Rescue Team
By Gabriele M. Lashly

ago, Bill’s Upper Ojai Search and Rescue 
Team members elected him to become their 
leader. According to Bill, “It was a great 
vote of confidence and trust in my abilities 
to be chosen as Captain by my fellow team 
members.” 

The Upper Ojai Search and Rescue team 
is a volunteer organization that is governed 
by Ventura County Sheriff ’s Department.  
Bill’s mountain rescue team is one of six 
Search and Rescue teams throughout 
Ventura County. It has 30 volunteers, male 
and female, and includes members with 
varied occupations, such as optometrists, 
tree trimmers, contractors and local business 
owners.  

Bill and his team are on call 24/7/365.  Calls 
come often during the night and weekends, 
during winter storms or wild fires. Bill has 
gone out to find missing backpackers, to 
retrieve hikers stranded on cliffs, and to 
save motorists stalled in swift water creek 
crossings.  The Search and Rescue unit plays 
a vital part in protecting not only lost hikers 
but all of us in cases of general emergencies. 
He and his teammates provide assistance in 

fire-related evacuations and responded to 
mutual aide calls for emergencies throughout 
California. For example, Bill assisted in 
retrieving victims of the landslide in La 
Conchita, searching with shovels and by 
hand for bodies.  

One memorable rescue occurred last year 
during a late winter storm. A group of 
hikers from the Sierra Club was missing in 
the back country. By sheer luck, Bill spotted 
the headlamps of the group 400 feet above 
Highway 33 at Potero John Canyon late 
at night.  At the time, the search had been 
almost suspended due to the bad weather 
and lack of visibility.  Bill’s discovery led to a 
dramatic all-night rescue and the hikers were 
successfully retrieved by helicopter.  They 
suffered from hypothermia, but survived.
  
Bill and the other volunteers each spend 
hundreds of hours a year training for rescues 
and emergencies.  Bill often uses his weekends 
for training, such as practicing swift water 
rescues or helicopter evacuations. The 
team volunteers over 3,000 hours a year on 
searches, rescues and training. That would be 
a lot of billable hours. 
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One can predict a heavy winter storm by 
looking in Bill’s office and seeing search 
and rescue rain gear along with a duffel bag 
full of equipment on the floor, ready to go.  
It is not unusual for him to come into the 
office in the morning after having been out 
the entire night on a rescue. 

Like other team members, Bill invests 
hundreds of dollars of his own money to 
purchase equipment, such as climbing gear.  
“We need to do fundraising to provide for 
additional equipment, in particular in light 
of the budget crises,” Bill says. “Time to 
mark your calendars. The team will hold its 
annual fundraiser and barbeque at Bocalli’s in 
Ojai on October 7, 2012.” http://ojaisar.org .

Technology has not only changed the way 
we practice law, but also search and rescue 
operations. In the past, a captain had to 
communicate with his team through two-
way radios which often were out of range.  
Now, every team member has a smart phone 
with a GPS, making it much easier for Bill 
to deploy rescuers.  In addition, the Upper 
Ojai Search and Rescue has a state-of-the-art 
mobile command center and gets support 
from the Sheriff ’s air unit, including its 
helicopters.

Bill is a member of the Ventura County 
Sheriff Foundation Board of Directors, and 
he uses his passion for the outdoors and his 
legal skills in assisting in pro bono cases 
involving back country issues, such as efforts 
to maintain public access to Matilija Falls.  
His experience in the back country has also 
helped him in litigating cases involving wild 
fires and mud slides.  

Being an attorney prepared Bill to be a 
captain and vice versa. As Bill puts it, 
“Managing a law office and leading a rescue 
team is very similar.  In both cases, I must 
bring together individuals with different 
backgrounds and abilities and make them 
work as a team to achieve success.”   

Gabriele M. Lashly is a 
State-Bar certified appellate 
specialist, and an associate at 
Slaughter & Reagan LLP in 
Ventura.

Paralegals can bring better service to the client 
and decrease your workload, while providing 
a higher profit margin. You remain competitive 
and are able to serve more clients. Is there 
someone in your office who could benefit from 
paralegal training?

ATTORNEYS: STRENGTHEN YOUR  
TEAM WITH PARALEGAL TRAINING.

PARALEGAL PROFESSIONAL 
CERTIFICATE PROGRAM
Classes begin June 25.  
For questions regarding  

the program, contact  
Craig A. Smith,  

paralegal@els.ucsb.edu, 
893-7440.  

To enroll call 893-4200 or 
visit extension.ucsb.eduUCSANTABARBARA

EXTENSION
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Sometimes numbers are 
the only prints left behind.
Arxis Financial is a proven forensic accounting and litigation 

specialist. We will examine the financial data and help you 

determine the “bottom line.” Arxis provides financial and 

valuation analysis needed to resolve a variety of legal disputes 

from family court to civil, criminal, and probate courts. In many 

cases our experts can help you reach a settlement. If trial or 

arbitration is required we give you the support you need to win.

www.arxisfinancial.com
805.306.7890
Chris Hamilton, CPA, CFE, CVA

chamilton@arxisgroup.com
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In his spare time, Court of Appeal Associate Justice Kenneth Yegan 
teaches disabled kids to ski.  A 12-year-old student, knowing what 
Justice Yegan’s day job entails, presented him with this cartoon.
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Group and Individual Health Insurance 
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(805) 497-7407   Fax: (805) 494-1363

Disability Income Insurance 
Business Overhead Expense

(805) 496-5537   Fax: (805) 496-5598

A s a significant benefit to our members...the Ventura County Bar 
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professionals to accommodate your insurance needs. These brokers  

are recognized for their integrity, knowledge and experience in serving the 
legal community. They can assist you in the areas of life, health, disability 
income, long-term care insurance, annuities and investments. You can obtain 
State and County Bar plans at discounted rates through these brokers. 

Lic. #0740274

Lic. # 0688916

Registered Representative Park Avenue Securities (PAS), 7 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004. Securities products and services offered 
through PAS, 1-888-600-4667, Member FINRA. PAS is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of The Guardian Life insurance Company 
of America. Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America, New York, NY and other fine insurance companies.

Securities offered through a registered represented of Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., Member FINRA.
Branch Office: 100 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 152, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 • (805) 496-4600

Barry A. Cane

Michael P. Kenney*, CLU

240 Lombard St., #100, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

www.kenneyins.com
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BANKRUPTCY
ATTORNEY

Outstanding bankruptcy litigator & strategist 
with 30+ years experience helps law firms 

and their clients with all aspects of bankruptcy.

Aggressive & Creative Bankruptcy Advocacy
All Aspects of Business & Personal Bankruptcies/
Reorganizations (Chapters 7, 11 & 13)
Debtor & Creditor Representation
Bankruptcy Avoidance & Pre-Bankruptcy Strategies
Protections from Foreclosures, Judgments, Settlements,
Lawsuits, Liens, Debts, Collections
Protections Against Debtors Likely to File for Bankruptcy

805.557.7001         323.954.9144

Tip the scales of
bankruptcy justice

in your clients’ favor.

BankruptcyFocus@aol.com
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Free Initial Consult
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LEGAL MALPRACTICE 
EXPERT WITNESS          

& LAWYERS ADVOCATE  
STATE BAR DEFENSE 

 

PHILLIP FELDMAN 
B.S., M.B.A., J.D., AV. (Preeminent) 

Fellow American Board of  
Professional Liability Attorneys 

 

Certified Specialist 
Legal Malpractice 

(ABPLA & American Bar Association) 
 

Former Judge Pro Tem 
Former State Bar Prosecutor  

 
Fee Arbitrator 35 years 

Litigator/Expert 44 years 
 

Malp/Ethics Author 
 

www.LegalMalpracticeExperts.com 
Email: LegMalpExpert@aol.com 

                     StateBarDefense@aol.com 
 

 

(310)LEG-MALP(534-6257) 

ALSO FEE DISPUTES, 
PREVENTATIVE LAW & RISK 
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EXPERT WITNESS 
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STATE BAR DEFENSE 

Rates:
Trustee’s Sales...$225 approx
Petition to Admin $180
Change of Name...$110
Legal Notices...$9.50

Tri-County Sentry 
Newspaper

LEGAL/PUBLIC NOTICES
We can publish your Trustee’s Sales,  
Probate Notices and Change of Names. 
Court Order No.125431

We file your Affidavit of Publication with the court

For the best 
service call

983-0015

Visit us at

www.memdesigns.com
to see which of your colleagues 

already have a memDesigns website

Contact mollymorris@memdesigns.com 
to get your website online

professional websites | web maintenance | e-marketing

You’re more than just a pretty page.
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Small Business Clients
Think They Are Special

(we certainly agree...)

The Small Business Law Firm, P.C.
• Corporation & LLC formation
• Partnership Agreements & Disputes
• Review and Draft Contracts & Forms

• Business Litigation
• Employment Law Defense
• Trademark Registration
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Scott W. Williams, Principal Attorney
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Plaintiff John W. Bradshaw claims that he 
was working as a Jones Act seaman aboard 
the M/V CORONADO on January 4, 
1999. The CORONADO was not at sea on 
January 4, 1999, but instead sat docked at a 
Phillips’ facility in Freeport, Texas. Plaintiff 
alleges that he “sustained injuries to his body 
in the course and scope of his employment.” 
The injuries are said to have “occurred as a 
proximate result of the unsafe and unseawor-
thy condition of the tugboat CORONADO 
and its appurtenances while docked at the 
Phillips/Freeport Dock.” 

*****

Before proceeding further, the Court notes 
that this case involves two extremely lik-
able lawyers, who have together delivered 
some of the most amateurish pleadings 
ever to cross the hallowed causeway into 
Galveston, an effort which leads the Court 
to surmise but one plausible explanation. 
Both attorneys have obviously entered into 
a secret pact–complete with hats, handshakes 
and cryptic words–to draft their pleadings 
entirely in crayon on the back sides of 
gravy-stained paper place mats, in the hope 
that the Court would be so charmed by their 
child-like efforts that their utter dearth of 
legal authorities in their briefing would go 
unnoticed. Whatever actually occurred, the 
Court is now faced with the daunting task 
of deciphering their submissions. With Big 
Chief tablet readied, thick black pencil in 
hand, and a devil-may-care laugh in the 
face of death, life on the razor’s edge sense 
of exhilaration, the Court begins.

*****

Defendant begins the descent into Alice’s 
Wonderland by submitting a Motion that 
relies upon only one legal authority. The 
Motion cites a Fifth Circuit case which 
stands for the whopping proposition that a 
federal court sitting in Texas applies the Texas 
statutes of limitations to certain state and 
federal law claims. See Gonzales v. Wyatt, 157 
F.3d 1016, 1021 n.1 (5th Cir. 1998), cert. 
denied,528 U.S. 1118 (2000). That is all 
well and good–the Court is quite fond of 
the Erie doctrine; indeed there is talk of little 
else around both the Canal and this Court’s 

water cooler. Defendant, however, does not 
even cite to Erie, but to a mere successor case, 
and further fails to even begin to analyze 
why the Court should approach the shores 
of Erie. Finally, Defendant does not even pro-
vide a cite to its desired Texas limitation stat-
ute.  A more bumbling approach is difficult 
to conceive–but wait folks, There’s More!

Plaintiff responds to this deft, yet minimalist 
analytical wizardry with an equally gossamer 
wisp of an argument, although Plaintiff does 
at least cite the federal limitations provision 
applicable to maritime tort claims. See 46 
U.S.C. § 763a. Naturally, Plaintiff also 
neglects to provide any analysis whatsoever 
of why his claim versus Defendant Phillips 
is a maritime action. Instead, Plaintiff “cites” 
to a single case from the Fourth Circuit. 
Plaintiff ’s citation, however, points to a 
nonexistent Volume “1886” of the Federal 
Reporter Third Edition and neglects to 
provide a pinpoint citation for what, after 

being located, turned out to be a forty-page 
decision. Ultimately, to the Court’s dismay 
after reviewing the opinion, it stands simply 
for the bombshell proposition that torts 
committed on navigable waters (in this 
case an alleged defamation committed by 
the controversial G. Gordon Liddy aboard 
a cruise ship at sea) require the application 
of general maritime rather than state tort 
law. See Wells v. Liddy, 186 F.3d 505, 524 
(4th Cir. 1999) (What the . . .)?! The Court 
cannot even begin to comprehend why this 
case was selected for reference. It is almost 
as if Plaintiff ’s counsel chose the opinion 
by throwing long range darts at the Fed-
eral Reporter (remarkably enough hitting 
a nonexistent volume!). And though the 
Court often gives great heed to dicta from 
courts as far flung as those of Manitoba, it 
finds this case unpersuasive. There is noth-
ing in Plaintiff ’s cited case about ingress or 
egress between a vessel and a dock, although 
counsel must have been thinking that Mr. 

We Read so you don't have to:
Bradshaw v. Unity Marine Corp., 147F Supp. 2d 668 (S.D. Tex. 2001)
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Liddy must have had both ingress and egress 
from the cruise ship at some docking facility, 
before uttering his fateful words.

Further, as noted above, Plaintiff has submit-
ted a Supplemental Opposition to Defen-
dant’s Motion. This Supplement is longer 
than Plaintiff ’s purported Response, cites 
more cases, several constituting binding 
authority from either the Fifth Circuit or 
the Supreme Court, and actually includes 
attachments which purport to be evidence. 
However, this is all that can be said positively 
for Plaintiff ’s Supplement, which does noth-
ing to explain why, on the facts of this case, 
Plaintiff has an admiralty claim against 
Phillips (which probably makes some sense 
because Plaintiff doesn’t). Plaintiff seems to 
rely on the fact that he has pled Rule 9(h) 
and stated an admiralty claim versus the 
vessel and his employer to demonstrate that 
maritime law applies to Phillips. This boot-
strapping argument does not work; Plaintiff 
must properly invoke admiralty law versus 
each Defendant discretely.  See  Debelle-
feuille v. Vastar Offshore, Inc., 139 F. Supp. 
2d 821, 824 (S.D. Tex. 2001) (discussing 
this issue and citing authorities). Despite 
the continued shortcomings of Plaintiff ’s 
supplemental submission, the Court com-
mends Plaintiff for his vastly improved 
choice of crayon–Brick Red is much easier 
on the eyes than Goldenrod, and stands out 
much better amidst the mustard splotched 
about Plaintiff ’s briefing. But at the end of 
the day, even if you put a calico dress on it 
and call it Florence, a pig is still a pig.

Now, alas, the Court must return to grownup 
land. As vaguely alluded to by the parties, the 
issue in this case turns upon which law--state 
or maritime–applies to each of Plaintiff ’s 
potential claims versus Defendant Phillips. 
And despite Plaintiff ’s and Defendant’s joint, 
heroic efforts to obscure it, the answer to this 
question is readily ascertained. ****

Accordingly, Plaintiff ’s claims versus Defen-
dant Phillips were not timely filed and are 
barred. Defendant Phillips’ Motion for 
Summary  Judgment is  GRANTED  and 
Plaintiff ’s state law claims against Defendant 
Phillips are hereby  DISMISSED WITH 

Continued on page 23
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PREJUDICE. A Final Judgment reflecting 
such will be entered in due course.

II. CONCLUSION

After this remarkably long walk on a short 
legal pier, having received no useful guid-
ance whatever from either party, the Court 
has endeavored, primarily based upon its 
affection for both counsel, but also out of 
its own sense of morbid curiosity, to resolve 
what it perceived to be the legal issue pre-
sented. Despite the waste of perfectly good 
crayon seen in both parties’ briefing (and the 
inexplicable odor of wet dog emanating from 
such) the Court believes it has satisfactorily 
resolved this matter. Defendant’s Motion for 
Summary Judgment is GRANTED.

At this juncture, Plaintiff retains, albeit 
seemingly to his befuddlement and/or 
consternation, a maritime law cause of 
action versus his alleged Jones Act employer, 
Defendant Unity Marine Corporation, Inc. 
However, it is well known around these 
parts that Unity Marine’s lawyer is equally 
likable and has been writing crisply in ink 
since the second grade. Some old-timers 
even spin yarns of an ability to type. The 
Court cannot speak to the veracity of such 
loose talk, but out of caution, the Court 
suggests that Plaintiff ’s lovable counsel had 
best upgrade to a nice shiny No. 2 pencil or 
at least sharpen what’s left of the stubs of 
his crayons for what remains of this heart-
stopping, spine-tingling action.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

DONE this 26th day of June, 2001, at 
Galveston, Texas.

SAMUEL B. KENT 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE

WE READ SO YOU DON'T HAVE TO
Continued from page 21
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CLASSIFIEDS

Employment

Paralegal wanted – Ventura solo practitioner 
seeking junior paralegal to assist attorney 
and senior paralegal. Willing to train, 
but experience in estate planning and 
corporate helpful.  Please send résumés to  
pat@wennergrenlaw.com.

Office Space

Conference rooms available – Need a 
conference room centrally located in Ventura 
County and near the 101 freeway?  For further 
information regarding pricing and availability 
please contact Sandra Rubio at (805)384-1313 
or email srubio@vcds.bz.

1 month rent free – Available now.  New 
carpet and paint.  Window office in multi-
office suite located in Camarillo. Suite has two 
conference rooms, common area, and handicap 
access. Utilities, internet, janitorial and security 
system service included. Conveniently located 
minutes from the freeway and Carmen Drive 
off ramp.  Walking distance to banks and food 
court plaza.  Please call (805)384-1313 or 
email sRubio@vcds.bz for more information.

Rent a piece of history – Beautifully restored 
Victorian home built in 1892.  5660 square 
ft.  Ventura historical landmark No. 61.  
Two-story.  143 Figueroa Street, Old Town 
Ventura, 93001.  Walk to beach, Ventura 
Mission and shops and restaurants on Main 
Street.  Easy 101 freeway access.  16 executive 
offices plus reception area, three fireplaces, 
three conference rooms and two coffee areas. 
Wheelchair access. On-site parking.  Rent all 
for $8900/mo or rent part.  Call Don Parrish 
at (805)340-1204.

Tower office spaces available – Free rent!  
Rare opening in suite 1180 in the “Tower,”
Ventura County’s premier office address.   
“King’s Corner” office with great views as 
well as individual window offices available 
in multi-conference room, established 
full attorney Suite 1180.  Full amenities 
available, including potential for overflow 
or start-up assistance.  Great turnkey 
location for solo, small firm and mediators.  
Short- or long-terms. Best offers accepted!   
Call (805)988-4848.

Office space available  –  Beautiful, historic 
turn-of-the-century law office building at 
Heritage Square in Downtown Oxnard.  
Rents range from $400 to $600 per 

month, depending on office size. Private 
parking available.  If interested, please call  
(805)487-2000.

Office space available  –  Window office plus 
secretarial area in an office building located in 
Westlake Village including conference room 
and kitchen.  Conveniently located minutes 
from the freeway and Westlake Boulevard 
off ramp. Walking distance to banks and 
restaurants. Please call (805)777-1011 or email 
denise@richardrossassociates.com for more 
information. 

Spacious office available – August 1. Approx. 
15 ft. by 10 ft with floor-to-ceiling view of 
the downtown Ventura hillside. Use of large 
conference room and reception. Rent of 
$985 includes a receptionist to answer all 
your incoming calls. Also includes a break 
room, use of copier and phone system. 
Located downtown in the Court of Appeal 
Building. Office suite shared with two other 
lawyers and accountant. If interested, contact  
(805)644-4222. 

Office Available – Furnished window office 
in suite with reception area located just a 
short walk from the County Government 
Center. Utilities, internet access, janitorial 
services and parking provided for $400 per 
month. Tel 805.644.5335 X101.

Seeking Employment

Legal assistant seeks job – My experience 
includes office management, calendaring, 
editing, drafting, filing, researching, writing 
demand letters through appeal for civil, family, 
criminal, and administrative law attorneys in 
the private and public sector.  Please contact: 
Leah Adams, Leah.Adams072@yahoo.com; 
(805)791-4373.

Services Offered

Contract attorney – Attorney with excellent 
research and writing skills and 26 years of local 
experience in family law and civil litigation 
seeks contract work in the preparation of 
legal briefs, points and authorities, research, 
pleadings, discovery, family law disclosure and 
related document preparation. Also available 
for trial preparation, depositions, and court 
appearances at ex parte hearings, law and 
motion hearings, and trials.  Reasonable 
rates apply on hourly or per project basis.  

One- or two-day turnaround on most 
assignments. Spanish speaking. Cut your 
overhead and relieve unwanted pressure.  Call  
(805)497-0802, ext. 314.

Civil appeals at flat rates – through oral 
argument on appeal. Appellant or Respondent. 
Strategizing and preparation of pre-trial and 
post-trial motions and oppositions, including 
summary judgment, motion for new trial, 
reconsideration, and others. Former court clerk.  
Eighteen-year practitioner. Gina Hogtanian  
(818)244-7030 www.calcivilappeals.com

MISCELLANEOUS

Melville Jacoby Never Got to Write His Book 
– New Year’s Eve escape from Manila, bombings 
raids, romance, wartime broadcasts from 
Chinese bunkers to the beaches of Ventura: One 
25-year-old journalist experienced it all, then 
became Time Magazine's first reporter killed 
in the line of duty. Signed books, multimedia-
enhanced ebooks and custom storytelling all 
available to contributors. Visit lascheratlarge.
com/melville for more information.

 

 

   ERISA Disability and Life Insurance 
 
 

Representing claimants in the denial of group 
 disability and life insurance claims. 

 
 
 

Tracy Collins 
Attorney At Law 
5699 Kanan Road,  

Suite 415  
Agoura Hills, CA 91301  
tracy@tracycollins.com 

(818) 889-2441 
Referral fees paid in accordance with  
Professional Rule of Conduct 2-200.   
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Exec’s Dot…Dot…Dot…
By Steve Henderson, Executive Director, M.A., CAE

Staff at the bar offices rarely do membership-
wide email blasts, mostly because of concern 
that we don’t want lawyers to view our 
electronic messages as spam. If there is a 
disaster (fires, flooding, earthquakes) we 
will. If there is a shooting at the courthouse 
or a law firm, we will inform the masses. 
So, don’t be afraid if you begin getting 
correspondence from our local Judicial 
Evaluations Committee (JEC) asking you to 
weigh-in on potential bench appointments 
locally. Perhaps several hundred at a time 
randomly, and perhaps every few months 
too…A 34-year-old New York City man who 
says he considers his dog his son has spent 
over $60,000 so far on legal fees fighting his 
ex-girlfriend in a cross country court nettle 
for custody of a puggle named Knuckles. 
Craig Dershowitz says he has gone through 
his life savings in a so-far-futile effort to get 
the pug-beagle mix dog moved back to his 
home in NYC. He contends she kidnapped 
the pooch and moved to California…
Kona? Leslie McAdams at 659.6800 or 
lmcadams@fcoplaw.com...Kapalua? Katie 
Pietrolungo at 312.5451. Thinking of Katie 
reminds me her last day at Anderson Kill 
Wood & Bender was May 15, earning her 
some much deserved time off, honeymoon 
and relocation to Simi Valley…

NCH&C has been recently ranked as 
one of the Top Law Firms in the United 
States for 2012 by Fortune Magazine and 
Martindale-Hubbell. Additionally, Nancy 
Schreiner, was named one of the Top 50 
Women in Business, Class of 2012, by the 
Pacific Coast Business Times…A judicial 
ethics panel is removing a 63-year-old 
Delaware family court judge from his job, 
but the order won’t take effect immediately. 

Judge John Henriksen of Sussex County 
will be ousted on Nov. 2, one day after his 
judicial term expires and his $85,000 annual 
pension entitlement vests. The Delaware 
Court on the Judiciary removed Henriksen 
based on its finding that he pursued an 
“inappropriately close social relationship” 
with a young female lawyer who appeared 
in his courtroom. The younger lawyer 
“clearly rebuffed” Henriksen’s overtures, 
but Henriksen continued to pursue the 
relationship and preside over the lawyer’s 
cases, the court’s order says. Henriksen had 
acknowledged inappropriate conduct for a 
three month period. The board also found 
that Henriksen sent the lawyer an email 
in which he advised her how to prepare a 
legal memorandum on a contested issue…
Effective May 15, Miles Lang is working at 
the law offices of Michael McQueen. Miles 
may be reached at 445.9751…

Panda Kroll is teaching “Biotechnology Law 
and Regulation” this summer at CSUCI. She 
hoping to get an assist from guest presenters, 
so if you are interested contact Panda at 
panda.kroll@csuci.edu...A Minneapolis 
lawyer who told opposing counsel she “will 
sleep with the fishes” should be suspended 
from practice, according to Minnesota 
lawyer discipline authorities. A disciplinary 
complaint accuses lawyer Peter Nickitas 
of “harassing and bullying” the opposing 
lawyer, Michele Hurley. The fishes remark 
came after a second hearing in the case, 
the complaint says. “As Hurley was about 
to exit the building, respondent, who was 
trailing, caught up to Hurley, got in front of 
her and went nose-to-nose to her and began 
screaming at Hurley. Respondent had to be 
pulled away by an associate of his as a bailiff 
approached,” the complaint claims…The 
Ventura County Diversity Bar Association 
held its first mixer at Twenty 88 with 
proceeds benefiting the VCBA/VLSP, inc. 
There we 43 folks in attendance including 
judges Fred Bysshe, Brian Back, Kevin 
McGee, Rebecca Riley, Ryan Wright, and 
Frank Ochoa. The Mixer raised $575 and 
kudos to VCDBA leadership!...

Myers, Widders, Gibson, Jones & Schneider, 
L.L.P, is pleased to announce that Gregory 
Ramirez, James Perero, and Jacquelyn 
Ruffin have joined the firm as of counsel 

and associates of the firm, respectively…
Viagra and Cialis apparently have nothing 
on a BMW motorcycle seat. According to 
a lawsuit filed last month in San Francisco 
Superior Court, the seat left its driver with 
a two-year erection. Henry Wolf filed suit 
against BMW North America and Corbin-
Pacific, Inc. He claimed in the lawsuit that 
the “ridged seat” of his 1993 BMW caused 
him mental and emotional anguish after 
it left him with a severe case of priapism, 
aka a long-lasting erection. Wolf said he 
rode the motorcycle in San Francisco on a 
four-hour round trip on May 1, 2010 and 
developed the priapism soon after. Wolf 
“has been experiencing continuing problems 
since his motorcycle ride,” his attorney 
Vernon Bradley wrote in the lawsuit. I will 
undoubtedly keep the readership abreast 
of this situation…Jessica Arciniega has 
landed a pretty cool job as an assistant 
general counsel with the State of California’s 
Agricultural Labor Relations Board. She may 
be contacted at jessarciniega@yahoo.com...

K. Eric Adair has joined Hinson & 
Gravelle as a partner and the firm is now 
called Hinson Gravelle & Adair LLP. An 
interesting twist here is that Wayne Hinson, 
Eric, and Douglas Gravelle all previously 
worked as in-house attorneys for Texaco Inc. 
in the early 90s…And just when you think 
you’ve heard it all – Give Wade McCree 
credit, the man at least owns the fact that he’s 
a creeper extraordinaire. McCree is a circuit 
judge in Detroit and recently, a female bailiff 
received an image of the judge nude, at least 
from the waist up, in the shower. When a 
television reporter confronted McCree, the 
judge copped to it, even seeming proud. 
“Hot dog, yep that’s me,” McCree told the 
reporter, adding, “Ain’t no shame to my 
game.”…Mark your calendars – Barristers’ 
Trivia Night is June 21 and you may 
take part by contacting Matt Purcell at 
987.8809…

Steve Henderson has been the executive 
director and chief executive officer of the bar 
association and its affiliated organizations since 
November 1990. Early in his career he assisted 
John Travolta with personal needs and later 
attended to Metta World Peace as an associate. 
Henderson may be reached at steve@vcba.org, 
FB, Twitter at stevehendo1 or vcba1, or better 
yet, 650.7599.
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