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administration of justice.
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Love Thy Attorney

By Joseph L. Strohman, Jr.

Jury duzy:1 fulfilled my jury duty obligation
last month. A full day of relaxation without
interruption. Just like a vacation in Hawaii.

So I'm sitting in the jury assembly room “just
minding my own business” and the guy next
to me asks “are you an attorney?” Normally
I would create a new occupation (poet,
typewriter repairman, etc.) just for fun,
but as VCBA president I figured I should
respond professionally with “yes.” My fellow
juror immediately proceeded to tell me an
“attorney joke.” Something about an attorney
being at the bottom of the ocean and that
being progress. So, I'm thinking to myself,
this guy doesn’t know me but would like
to see me at the bottom of the ocean. I sat
elsewhere. Like I said, I was just minding
my own business.

When I was President of my Rotary Club, I
allowed attorney jokes as part of free speech
but “fined” each joke teller $50 (which
went to our club’s foundation). Actually,
I've heard most of the jokes and they aren’t
that funny. Some are clever and deserve a
laugh. It’s part of our society to make fun of
just about everything. My only complaint
is when continual jokes tend to perpetrate
stereotypes (all attorneys are the same). Any
time we classify one group of people with
a broad stroke, I view it as a substitute for
discrimination. The entire issue of attorney
jokes deserves a full column (by someone else).

© 1957 - MGM

Final comment on jury duty: The cafeteria is
a nice place to “hang out” during jury duty.
Alot of table space and chairs. Plus free lattes
for all VCBA members serving on jury duty
(ves, this is an attorney joke).

More Attorneys Please. Speaking of our
love for attorneys, the State Bar has some
interesting attorney information on its
website. As of October 8, there were 232,896
members of the California State Bar but
only 172,443 (74%) are “Active.” “Inactive”
members make up 47,880 (20%) of the total.
There are 2,075 listed as “judges” and 10,498
(4.5%) are “not eligible to practice.” The next
time someone complains we have too many
attorneys in California you can now respond,
“well, only 74% are active.” That should
shut them up. See, statistics can be fun.

My Old School. Wonder which law school
has produced the most California attorneys?
That honor goes to perennial powerhouse
Hastings (7%), followed in order by Loyola
(5.9%), UCLA (5.1%), Berkeley (4.7%),
Southwestern (4.2%) and McGeorge (4.3%).
The highest percentage of attorneys produced
by “out of state” law schools goes to Harvard
(2.25%), followed by Michigan, Columbia
and NYU.

As to undergraduate schools, UCLA has
produced the most California lawyers

(8.65%), followed by Berkeley (7.6%), USC
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(3.0%), Stanford (2.9%), UCSB (2.9%) and
UC Davis (2.3% - go Aggies).

Bar Exam Fun Days. If you recall the
grueling three-day California bar as being
rather difficult, you have a good memory.
The pass rate for the California Bar Exam
has historically been between 35-55%. The
California Bar Exam is generally regarded as
the most difficult in the nation. California
has the lowest pass rate in the nation, except
for perhaps the District of Columbia. In
2010, D.C. had an overall pass rate of 41%,
California was 49% and Nevada followed
at 59%.

Looking for better odds? Then put up
with freezing winters, humid summers and
mosquitoes and move to the Midwest or
other distant lands. The highest pass rates in
2010 went to South Dakota (94% pass rate),
followed by Wisconsin (90%), Montana
(89%), Maine (87%) and the great state of
Iowa (87%). In the July 2010 South Dakota
bar exam, only two souls failed and the other

65 passed. Nice odds.

The lowest pass rate for the California State
Bar was the February 1983 bar exam when
only 27.7% of takers passed. I think the main
essay question in that exam concerned the
footnotes to the tax code or the Bar Examiners
were just in a really bad mood.

Other Presidential Proclamations:

Quote of the Month: We had the original
form of this quote posted in my childhood
home so I liked the variation: “Before
you criticize someone you should walk a
mile in their shoes. That way when you
criticize them you are a mile away and
you have their shoes.” Wolfgang Riebe,
100 Quotations to Make You Think, NOOK
Book, 2010.

Annual Dinner. The Annual Bar Dinner is
on Saturday, November 19, at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel in Ventura. You need to sign
up or, under the new legislation just signed
by Governor Brown, your bar license is
automatically suspended (just seeing if you
are still paying attention). Please mark your
calendars and come support the VCBA and
its Volunteer Legal Services Program. This
year we honor Marc L. Charney with the
Ben E. Nordman Public Service Award. Read

Continued on page 5
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LEGAL MALPRACTICE
EXPERT WITNESS

and LAWYERS ADVOCATE
STATE BAR DEFENSE

PHILLIP FELDMAN
B.S., M.B.A,,].D., AV. (Preeminent)

Fellow American Board of
Professional Liability Attorneys

Certified Specialist
Legal Malpractice
(ABPLA & American Bar Association)

Former Judge Pro Tem
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Fee Arbitrator 35 years
Litigator/Expert 44 years

Malp/Ethics Author

www.LegalMalpracticeExperts.com
Email: LegMalpExpert@aol.com
StateBarDefense@aol.com

(310)LEG-MALP(534-6257)

ALSO FEE DISPUTES,
PREVENTATIVE LAW & RISK

MANAGEMENT CONSULTATIONS

CIVIL FILING
PROCESSING CHANGES

Effective Oct. 11, case initiating papers,
including complaints, applications and
petitions, applications for renewals of
judgment, and clerk and court default
judgment packets (except for requests for
entry of default) will be processed in the
Ventura clerK’s office only.

For efficiency and timeliness of processing,
the court encourages to the extent possible
that all the above listed documents be
dropped in the Ventura court location. (All
named documents dropped in the East
County must be transported by the court to
Ventura for filing.) Documents relating to
unlawful detainers will be excluded.

Documents may be dropped off at the civil
filing counters, or at window 14 in room 210
of the Hall of Justice, during regular business
hours. A drop box is located directly outside
of the clerk’s office, and documents placed in
the box by 5:00 pm will be deemed deposited

for filing that same business day.

For more information, contact Julie Camacho
(Ventura) at (805)654-2247, or Keri Griffith
(East County) at (805)582-8076.
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Love Thy Attorney.

Continued from page 3

about Marc’s long list of contributions to the
community in the October CITATIONS.
Very well deserved and congratulations
to Marc. Past VCBA Presidents John H.
Howard and Jonathan Fraser Light will
be our VCBA/VLSDP, Inc. Awards recipients.

Please come join us.

An Evening with California Supreme Court
Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye. You can
get a chance to meet our new Chief Justice
in Santa Barbara on Nov. 28, at Fess Parker’s
Doubletree Resort, courtesy of the Santa
Barbara County Bar Association. See the

October CITATIONS flyer for information.

VCBA Bar President Joseph L. Strobman, Jr.
continues his 28th year of business litigation
practice at Ferguson Case Orr Paterson and
regularly receives standing ovations and box seats
to sporting events when he introduces himself as
an attorney.

FAMILY LAW AND PROBATE DISPUTE RESOLUTIONS

RESOLVE LITIGATION ISSUES QUICKLY AND EFFICIENTLY

* Flexible Scheduling

¢ Certified Family Law Specialist
California Board of Legal Specialization

¢ Over 40 Years of Litigation Experience -AV Rated
e Thirteen Years Served as Probate Referee for Ventura County

* Court Appointed Expert - Family Law Disputes, Business
Valuations, Discovery Referee

ONE BOARDWALK, SUITE 200
THOUSAND OAKS, CA 91360

PHONE 805-497-0802 -
E-MAIL: ACMW.LA@VERIZON.NET

FAX 805-494-7898
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BUSINESS LITIGATION SECTION
Erik Feingold 644-7188
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Joseph Strohman 659-6800
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VC TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION
William Grewe 642-7101

VC WOMEN LAWYERS

Jill Friedman 644-7188

VCBA STAFF 650-7599

Steve Henderson - Executive Director

Alice Duran - Associate Executive Director
Celene Valenzuela - Administrative Assistant
Alejandra Varela - Client Relations Manager
Verna Kagan, Esq. - VLSP Program Manager
Peggy Purnell - CTP Coordinator

Judith Logan - Development Director

MEDIATION/ ARBITRATOR

Richard M. Norman

40 years litigation experience-AV rated.

Personal injury, business, construction, employment, real estate,
probate/trust, partnership and corporate disputes and dissolutions
Member: American Board of Trial Advocates

Past president Ventura County Bar Association and Ventura County
Trial Lawyers Association

American Arbitration Association and NASD arbitrator

Trained Mediator— Pepperdine University Straus Institute
Reasonable fees and flexible scheduling. No administrative charges.

Richard M. Norman
Of Counsel
Norman Dowler, LLP
840 County Square Drive
Ventura, California 93003-5406
(805) 654-0911 RNorman@normandowler.com

Specializing in
Legal Placement

Legal Staffing and Executive Recruitment

Expertise « Experience « Efficiency
Serving the recruitment needs of lawyers and law firms
for more than 30 years with integrity and confidentiality!

-

Focused Recruitment

Kathi Whalen, CAC & Staffing
President & Founder

kathi@whalenbryan.com
805.443.8422 « www.whalenbryan.com




On Nov. 19, at the VCBA Annual Dinner,
John Howard will be honored as a
co-recipient of the James D. Loebl VCBA/
VLSP, Inc. Pro Bono Award. In 2006,
the Volunteer Lawyer Services Program
(VLSP) asked John to represent a client
being sued by a collection agency seeking
a time-barred debt. (The original debt was
$1,358, which had been the responsibility of
her ex-husband.) The plaintiff’s pre-filing
behavior consisted of over 70 phone calls to
the client and her employer, many of which
were in the early morning hours, over 60
demand letters, and repeated threats.

John Howard
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2011 Co-Recipient of the James D. Loebl VCBA/VLSP, Inc.

Pro Bono Award

By David Shain

The lawsuit against the defendant was
filed in 2006, some five years after the
expiration of the statute of limitations.
Notwithstanding, the plaintiff continued
to litigate the matter, in the process seeking
to prevent the defendant from pursuing her
rights and remedies under debt collection
statutes. John filed an answer, affirmatively
asserting the statute of limitations. In light
of this conduct, John cross-complained,
alleging violations of the Rosenthal Fair
Debt Collection Practices Act. Throughout
the course of the litigation, it consistently
went to great lengths to frustrate appropriate
discovery. In 2009, following years of legal
wrangling, the plaintiff finally dismissed its
complaint with prejudice. In March 2011,
the cross-complaint was settled in the client’s

favor; and the court awarded attorney fees,
a percentage of which was forwarded to
VLSP. During the course of the litigation,
John's office undertook extensive discovery,
investigation and motion practice, including
several trips to Michigan for depositions.

John’s tenacious and committed
representation of this client far exceeded
his original mandate. He exemplifies the
very best in our profession and is a worthy
recipient of this award.

David L Shain is Chair of the Volunteer

Lawyers Services Program.

A characteristic of good leadership is that,
when the project is finished, the team says,
“We did it ourselves.” This quality comes to
mind when one hears Jon Light say that his
best pro bono contribution is “delegation.”
Although he has handled a few very delicate
matters himself for the VLSP, he also has
relied for many years on the support of
attorneys from Nordman Cormany Hair
& Compton LLP, who frequently stepped
up to help when Verna & Friends called in

Jonathan Light

2011 Co-Recipient of the James D. Loebl VCBA/VLSDP, Inc.

Pro Bono Award

By Glenn Dickinson

desperation. He had a particularly delicate
matter defending one of the family members
on the civil side of a recent murder case,
which eventually resolved favorably to
his client. Jon said it provided him some
perspective when his client showed him the
bullet wound inflicted by her husband before
they were married. In another contested
matter, Jon put aside his health-conscious
aversion to smoking and met with pro bono
clients at their facility where smoking was
not only allowed but possibly encouraged.
The nervous clients puffed away, and Jon
developed a strategy that led to another
successful result, in which he was able to
find insurance to cover the matter.

There is not much call for his employment
litigation skills on the pro bono side for the
VLSP, so Jon devotes much of his pro bono

employment law energies on behalf of several
nonprofits in the County, including semi-
regular trainings for United Way agencies and
Ventura County Community Foundation
events. He is a regular contributor to Union
Rescue Mission training sessions, as well as
reduced-fee or pro bono work on behalf
of more than a dozen agencies around the
County when employment issues arise.
Although not technically pro bono, Jon
spends a great deal of time working with the
Newbury Park High School mock trial teams
and encourages attorneys in the county to
get involved with that program.

Glenn Dickinson is an intellectual property
and litigation attorney with LightGabler LLP
in Camarillo.



“Finally, someone my clients
can count on justlike they count on me.”

Your relationship with your clients is all about trust. They trust your integrity and expert
legal advice. And they value the personal and confidential relationship you share.

It's very much the same at Montecito Bank & Trust. Like you, we believe in longstanding
client relationships. In offering creative solutions for each person’s unique needs.
And especially in earning their trust with personal commitment and professional expertise.

Whether it's designing an investment portfolio, managing multiple real estate properties
or planning charitable gifts, you can count on our \Wealth Management team to provide
your clients with a level of service that meets not just their needs, but your standards.

Wealth advisory services — one of the many Paths to prosperity® you'll find

at Montecito Bank & Trust.
What's your path? @ @
Paths to prosperity

WEALTH MANAGEMENT M .

Investment Management and Advisory Services OnteCltO

Trust and Estate Services Bank &TYUSt®
montecito.com

Santa Barbara: 1106-E Coast Village Road, Montecito, CA 93108 - 805 564-0219
Solvang: 591 Alamo Pintado Road, Solvang, CA 93463 - 805 686-8620
Ventura/Westlake Village: 701 E. Santa Clara Street, Ventura, CA 93001 - 805 830-8005
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v RINGLER
ASSOCIATES®

The FIRST NAME in
STRUCTURED SETTLEMENTS

Proud Member of the President’s Inner Circle of CAOC  PAUL FARBER

PaulFarber@ringlerassociates.com

SERVING the VENT URA COUNTY ARE A Calif. Insurance License OF82495
ALL SERVICES PROVIDED AT NO COST to PLAINTIFF or DEFENSE

Personal Injury ¢ Medicare Set-Asides ® Structuring Attorney Fees ® Medical Malpractice
Product Liability * Special Needs Trusts ® Commercial Cases ® Non-Physical Injuries * WC

www.ringlerassociates.com ¢ 800-734-3910 toll free

Sometimes numbers are
the only prints left behind.

Arxis Financial is a proven forensic accounting and litigation
specialist. We will examine the financial data and help you
determine the “bottom line.” Arxis provides financial and
valuation analysis needed to resolve a variety of legal disputes
from family court to civil, criminal, and probate courts. In many
cases our experts can help you reach a settlement. If trial or

arbitration is required we give you the support you need to win.

Chris Hamilton, CPA, CFE, CVA

805.3006.7890
www.arxisfinancial.com
chamilton @arxisgroup.com

AR XS

FINANCIAL, INC.

FORENSIC ACCOUNTING BUSINESS VALUATION FRAUD ANALYSIS
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This is the true story of how two lawyers,
Meghan Clark (MBC) and Leslie McAdam
(LAM) ended up exhibiting their paintings at
the Bench and Bar art show at the State Bar
convention in Long Beach this year. All dates
and times approximate.

March 2011

LAM: Meghan marches into my office,
declaring that the wall paint in her office is
“too” grey, and announces that she is going
to decorate her office in a style inspired by a
Creamsicle®. I utter an encouraging response
like “uh-huh,” while drafting a complaint.

MBC: I don't march anywhere. My legs are too
short. And who doesn’t like Creamsicles®?

May 2011

LAM: MBC brings to the office, one by
one, large canvases that she has painted
in Creamsicle® colors. This act begins an
office debate about art, and whether or not
something is art. Especially if it is done by
a lawyer. Especially if the lawyer’s four-year-
old helped paint. I think — MBC is brave. I
could be brave too. Maybe I should bring in
my paintings.

July 2011

LAM: MBC’s office now looks like a
Creamsicle® Norwegian disco furnished by

MEGHAN AND LESLIE'S
EXCELLENT ART ADVENTURE

By Meghan Clark and Leslie McAdam

IKEA, complete with white shag rug. No
“Shutter Island Grey” paint in sight.

MBC: The rug is great. More than one attorney
in the office sat cross-legged on the white shag
rug when I didn't have any client chairs. I think
they really liked the change of pace.

LAM: I am brave. I bring in some paintings.
The office says: “We didn't know you did this.”

MBC: LAM’s paintings are serene and
welcoming. She paintsa barn, a tractor, clouds,
orange trees. They evoke the feeling of being in
Moorpark or Santa Paula in the late afternoon
on a hot, dry day. You look at her work and
feel the pull to find shade under an old tree.
She is a talented artist.

LAM: I notice in the announcement for the
State Bar convention that there is a Bench and
Bar art show. This is its 59th year. I mention
this in passing to MBC who (1) immediately
sends in an application; (2) “forces” me to
sign up; and (3) engages in lengthy research
to determine whether my paintings are “Non-
Objective” or “Representational.” We decide
Representational, but this is open to debate.
Hers are clearly Non-Objective.

LAM: The State Bar Art Show forms require
you to fill in a dollar amount for the “value” of
the piece you are exhibiting. This opens up a
debate on the value of art. MBC puts in the
value to pry it from her, since she designed a
Creamsicle® office around her canvases. I go
for roughly billable hours plus cost of materials.

September 14, 2011: Art Transport Day

LAM: At 9:30 a.m., I arrive at MBC'’s house
with my paintings. I am philosophical about
the value of art in a legal career. Everyone
needs an outlet. In this office there are surfers
and woodworkers, singers and craps players,
duck hunters and political junkies. There are
a lot of basketball nuts. This is my outlet. And
MBC’s outlet.

MBC: Painting is a nice diversion and
something I can do at home at night, or with
my son. However, the outlet that keeps me
from coming completely unhinged from
the mom/wife/lawyer/partner/how-did-this-
client-get-my-cell-phone-number routine is

horseback riding. There is simply nothing
better to clear your mind and spirit although I
imagine surfing might be a close second.

LAM: We are off in a brand new Lexus loaner
with 362 miles on it. SatNav is controlled by
a mouse and makes a constant bonging noise.
Entertaining. MBC wants to go to Starbucks.

MBC: It just happened that I had to take my
car in for service that day. The nice man at the
dealership handed over the keys to a brand new
SUV with every option imaginable as a loaner
car. Sweet! He must have seen something flash
in my eyes because he reiterated multiple times
that there were to be NO PETS in the car. He
probably couldn’t anticipate that he should
have been worried about it being used as a
lawyer art transport vehicle.

LAM: 10:01 a.m. Thousand Oaks Starbucks.
Among the orders (not ours): an upside down
one-pump tall nonfat iced salted caramel
mocha. You can’t make this stuff up.

LAM: 11:40 a.m. We are at the loading dock
at the Long Beach Convention Center Exhibit
Hall B, parking in the no parking area.

We meet nice attorneys who are also artists
and size up the competition. Because we are
early, there’s not that much there, but what we
see is interesting. MBC believes there is a nice
mixed-media entry incorrectly assigned to her
Non Objective oils and acrylics.

MBC: [ see that one of the artists is named
“Lucas Aardvark.” No joke. I question whether
Mr. Aardvark is a real lawyer since this is
supposed to be a lawyers-only gig. I want to
see Aardvark’s bar card. Can you imagine
making an appearance with Mr. Aardvark as
opposing counsel? I have a vision of Judge
Walsh sliding his glasses down his nose... “Mr.
AARDVARK? Do you have anything to add
to this conversation?”

And if this guy’s real name is Aardvark, how can
I possibly compete? Clearly someone named
“Aardvark” would be more artsy than someone
with a mundane last name like “Clark.”

As soon as I get back to a computer, I looked
up Mr. Aardvark. He has a website...www.
lucasaardvark.com. 1 really like his abstract



work and I e-mailed him to find out who he
“really” is.

Mr. Aardvark responded quickly. He is an
honest to goodness insurance defense attorney
working at a big firm in L.A. He is a young
lawyer and my impression is that he is hesitant
to openly identify himself as an artist for fear
that his legal career will not be taken seriously.
He confirms that his real name is not Aardvark.

LAM: We wonder about the statue of a
gargoyle with a pentagram on its head giving
birth to twin gargoyles.

MBC: The gargoyle was one of the weirdest
things I've seen in a long time. I e-mailed a
picture of the gargoyle to some of my partners
who may have questioned the taste level of my
Creamsicle®/shag rug office to advise them that
if they did not back off, I would purchase the
gargoyle and re-design the office around it.

MBC: Art critic Philo Hagen had this to say
about the gargoyle:

1 found the pentagram carved into the top of his
head disturbing, not so much in the sense that
pentagrams are, like, disturbing, but thar artist
Robert Crook felt his piece needed one. I mean,
we have horns, weve got dual genitalia, weve gor

the two-headed demonic baby.

MBC: There was also a woman entered in my
division who was an attorney in the Attorney
General’s office, located in... Palau. I could
not for the life of me figure out why we would
have an AG’s office in Palau. Some of the
Guantanamo Bay releasees have been relocated
to Palau, so I assume there is a connection.
I also discovered that there is apparently an

open position in the Palau AG’s office. Here
is the link:

http://www.ndaa.org/pdf/Palau-assit-atty-
general-recruiting.pdf

The bottom of the ad indicates that the person
will be interviewed by someone from the U.S.
Attorney General’s office.

LAM: I continue to think that there is a
connection between creativity and the law.
There is something about making something
out of nothing. Legal arguments are constructed
with basic building blocks but there is great

Continued on page 17
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Hon. David W. Long

RETIRED

Continuing the
tradition of excellence

in honor of
Paul D. Fritz, Esq.

Creative Dispute Resolution
877-237-4237

CDRJudgeLong.com » CDRJudgeLong@gmail.com

MATTHEW P. GUASCO, ESQ.

MEDIATION — ARBITRATION

“AV-Preeminent” Rating by Martindale-Hubbell

Past-President, Ventura County Bar Association

Adjunct Professor, Pepperdine University School of Law,

Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution
Full-Time Mediator and Arbitrator

Since 1998, Extensiwe Experience Mediating and Arbitrating the Following Cases:

Business & Commercial * Probate & Trust
Employment ¢ Personal Injury « Real Estate

Available in Los Angeles, Ventura County, Santa Barbara, Orange County,
San Diego, and Throughout California Excluswely Through Judicate West
(800) 488-8805

or Contact Matt at i

(805) 256-4927 Al T
MattGuasco@sbcglobal.net

Www.mguasco.com Renilty Etjl-fﬂﬂd ﬂ[.l].‘-"lﬂ'l.‘-’“




ASSOCIATION HAS IDENTIFIED THESE INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL PLANNING

- q S A SIGNIFICANT BENEFIT TO OUR MEMBERS...THE VENTURA COUNTY BAR
ROFESSIONALS TO ACCOMMODATE YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS. |HESE BROKERS

* ARE RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR INTEGRITY, KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE IN SERVING THE

LEGAL COMMUNITY. THEY CAN ASSIST YOU IN THE AREAS OF LIFE, HEALTH, DISABILITY
INCOME, LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE, ANNUITIES AND INVESTMENTS. You CAN OBTAIN

BAR ASSOCIATION STATE AND COUNTY BAR PLANS AT DISCOUNTED RATES THROUGH THESE BROKERS.
F Y d Fil J W AlL k. F 4 N

!

-

Barry A. Cane

Disability Income Insurance
Business Overhead Expense

(805) 496-5537 Fax: (805) 496-5598

Lic. #0740274

240 Lombard St., #100, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

Registered Representative Park Avenue Securities (PAS), 7 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004. Securities products and services offered
through PAS, 1-888-600-4667, Member FINRA. PAS is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of The Guardian Life insurance Company
of America. Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America, New York, NY and other fine insurance companies.

Michael P. Kenney*, cLU

Group and Individual Health Insurance
Business and Personal Life Insurance -

= e L
(805) 497-7407 Fax: (805) 494-1363 ’i"*

www.kenneyins.com Lic. # 0688916

Securities offered through a registered represented of Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., Member FINRA.
Branch Office: 100 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 152, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 e (805) 496-4600

Al 4000000 S
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LAWYERS’ MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

Legal Malpractice Insurance

Generations of California
Lawyers can’t be wrong...

F or over 3 decades, LMIC has been insuring the legal profession
in California. We have built long term relationships based

on trust, reliability and responsiveness. Those qualities are proven
over time and are hard to replace. Our experience gives us credibility
that our policyholders have come to rely on.

That is why our typical policyholder has been insured with LMIC

for over 10.7 years and our “preferred” policyholder for over 14.

They have enjoyed the benefits of membership including policy
premium credits, dividends* and over 50+ hours FREE online MCLE.

Our MCLE is designed to educate our policyholders in preventing
malpractice, improving their practices and satisfying their compliance
needs. Member lawyers also have access to our toll free one-on-one
hotline, where they can consult with lawyers, who are knowledgeable
on issues concerning loss prevention and professional responsibility.

Now you know what our policyholders know.

We offer more
than just an insurance policy.

CF\
ﬁfgéwww.LMIC.com or call (800) 252-2045

LAWYERS' MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY — 3110 West Empire Avenue, Burbank, CA 91504
*Dividends are paid at the sole discretion of the Company’s Board of Directors and past dividends do not guarantee the payment or amount of future dividends.
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TOP TEN CA FORECLOSURE PROBLEMS TO LOOK FOR

By Michael R. Sment

California real estate foreclosures are expected
to increase significantly through 2012-2013,
due in part to the end of a widespread multi-
lender suspension of such proceedings. With
a large number of Bank of America (the No.
1 U.S. consumer lender) loans in Ventura
County (due to its takeover of Countrywide
Home Loans), local foreclosures are expected
to multiply dramatically.

With tens and hundreds of thousands of
California loans and properties to be foreclosed
upon, it will be important for borrowers, their
heirs, successors, junior lien holders, and
their attorneys, to be wary of, and to carefully
scrutinize foreclosure proceedings.

The majority of CA foreclosures are “non-
judicial,” as allowed by statute and a “power of
sale” contained in the note and deed of trust.
These types of foreclosures are quicker, cheaper
and less regulated. And, for the borrower and
the bank, there are no post-foreclosure sale
deficiency liabilities or proceedings.

The top ten problems to look for in connection
with a CA non-judicial foreclosure include:

1. Loan Documents: A lender’s rights to
foreclosure stems from the loan documents
(the note, any riders or addenda, and the
deed of trust). The deed of trust should be
recorded, but the note, riders and addenda
will not be. Try to obtain the loan application,
note, escrow loan documents and deed
of trust, hopefully from the client. Do a
chronological, document-by-document, line-
by-important-line review. Make sure that
names, dates, the property and amounts, and
loan numbers, legal descriptions and notary

information, match and are correct. Look

for blanks, fill-ins, hand-written notations or
contradictory information. Are pages missing?
Are documents signed and initialed, properly?
Do signatures match?

2. Chain of Title: On completion of a real
estate loan, the lender/beneficiary gets a deed
of trust in its favor (equitable title) securing
its note; the borrower/owner gets a grant deed
(legal title). The borrower/owner should also
(hopefully) have received a preliminary title
report, then policy of title insurance, which
show the title to the property prior to them,
and their title and the deed of trust after the
loan. The chain of title should be unbroken.
And it should continue, with direct links of
title for each party, through any foreclosure.

One big complaint now about U.S. foreclosures
is that the “chain of title” for the foreclosing
entity is not complete or is unbroken.
Technically, when a final loan is sold (to a new
investor), there should be a separate written
instrument, a signed and recorded assignment
of deed of trust. But, when lenders began
dealing with millions of loans in the 1990-
2000s, and packaging them by the thousands in
“mortgage-backed securities,” they became lax,
cheap and non-compliant in many instances.
One of those areas was to fail to obtain or
record an assignment for each transferred loan.
Lenders tried/try to avoid that requirement by
merely recording substitution of trustee forms,
or “robo-signed” assignments from a lender
created and owned entity (often M.E.R.S.).

3. Pre-Foreclosure: California enacted many
new pre-foreclosure requirements, like mailings
to and personal calls with borrowers (“to assess
financial situations”). Has each requirement
(See Civ. Code, §§2923.5, 2924.3) been
complied with? Was a personal contact or
telephone call actually made? Could they be?
What number? Where?

4. Foreclosure Notices: California statutory
law is very precise as to the process for a non-
judicial foreclosure. (See Civ. Code, §§2924,
2924.3, 2924 subd. (c), 2924 subd. (f)). After
the pre-foreclosure process, the borrower is
to receive a notice of default and notice of
trustee’s sale, by certified mail. Were these
received? From whom? Who is foreclosing?
Who is the trustee? What is the trustee’s sale
(“T.S.”) number? Borrowers need to look out
for these two notices; they will likely not receive
anything else in writing. Once a sale date is

set by a notice of sale, the sale can occur that
date — regardless of a loan modification process
or the promises of a bank workout department.

5. Parties: See No. 2. Who is the loan
beneficiary? Who is actually foreclosing? The
bank or company servicing the loan and taking
payments is not necessarily the beneficiary who
controls the loan and may be able to foreclose.
Who is the trustee? This is the entity actually
conducting the foreclosure and trustee’s sale.
Trustees are often controlled by the lender, but
they may also be independent.

6. Dates: See No. 4. The California statutes
set forth specific timing requirements for the
foreclosure notices, publication for sale, and the
foreclosure sale. (See Civ. Code, §§ 2923.5,
2924 subd. (c), 2924 subd. (f)). Have all of
these time periods been met? In the right
sequence? Check dates on a calendars. Do
dates match for the various notices?

7. Signers/Witnesses: See No. 2. Who signed
the assignment for the loan? Who signed the
substitution of trustee? When? Who was the
notary? Was the notary stamp current? Again,
do parties, dates and names match? Are the
parties the same people at different times? Are
they all from the same office, building or city?

8. Postponements: Very often, a foreclosure
sale is not held on the date it is originally
noticed for. The borrower may request a
postponement of the sale (although the lender
is not obligated to grant it), and a sale may
be postponed for other reasons. (See Civ.
Code, §2924, subd. (g)). Postponements often
occur during loan modifications or workouts.
No notice to the borrower is required for a
postponed foreclosure sale, but a borrower
should request one in writing from the Trustee.
Sale postponements do, by California law, have
to be documented in writing.

9. Sale: See Nos. 4,6. Again, California law
is precise as to how a non-judicial foreclosure
(trustee’s) sale will take place. (See Civ. Code,
§2924, subd. (h)). Were all the requirements
of the Code met? Did the borrower(s) attend
the sale? Was the sale held without collusion or
fraud? Did the borrower announce objections
prior to and at the sale (to defeat any BFDPs)?
Who was present at the sale? Was the sale
held and concluded all at once? Was the sale
videotaped?

Continued next page



10. Trustee’s Deed: The trustee’s deed upon
sale is a key instrument. With its recording,
title to the real property passes to a new party,
the purchaser at the foreclosure sale. Was the
deed properly prepared and notarized? Were
the sale amounts paid and purchaser properly
reflected? (A California foreclosing lender pays
nothing; it “credit bids” the total amount owed
them on the loan.) California law provides
that recording the trustee’s deed within fifteen
days after the actual trustee’s sale will make the
deed, and transfer of title, effective as of the
earlier date of sale. (See Civ. Code, §2924h(c)).
Typically, a California trustee will hold the
trustee’s deed for seven days after the sale, to
see if problems arise. Then, the deed will either
be recorded, or given a third-party purchaser
to record themselves.

There are many, many different issues, and
requirements, at play in connection with
a California non-judicial foreclosure and
trustee’s sale. The underlying documents are
critical and necessary, and it is impossible to
determine actual issues without a complete
review of them. Some documents may be
obtained from the county recorder, if they
have been recorded (i.e., deed of trust). Other
documents, however, are not recorded, and will
not be easily obtained from a lender or others
(i.e., note, note riders, escrow documents).
Regardless, it is essential that each loan and
foreclosure document and notice be obtained
and examined, and quickly. Under California
and federal law, a foreclosure sale generally will
not be set aside if the real property is sold to a
third-party (non-lender) bona-fide purchaser
for value , or if the sale purchaser later sells to
a bona-fide purchaser .

Time is always of the essence as to foreclosure
matters. And, that urgency will become even
stronger in connection with the large numbers
of foreclosures and foreclosure sales expected
in Ventura County and California.

Michael R. Sment
is a member of the
CITATIONS cditorial
board, and practices
real estate, foreclosure
and bankruptcy law in
Ventura. He successfully
argued a California
Joreclosure case before the
United States Supreme
Court, BFP v. RTC, 511
US531.
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11TH HoUrR MEDIATION

It’s never too late to mediate.

i

DAVID M. KAREN, ESQ.
MEDIATOR & ARBITRATOR

P. MARK KIRWIN, ESQ.
MEDIATOR & ARBITRATOR

DK@11thHourMediation.com
(805) 988-4728

PMK@11thHourMediation.com
(805) 320-5583

Offices in Ventura, Oxnard, Encino and Los Angeles.
11 THHOURMEDIATION.COM

Court Appointed Receiver/Referee

(43

r. Nielson is more than just a pretty face.
He is one of our best receivers.”

(Hon. John J. Hunter, October 9, 1999)

The Superior Court has appointed Mr. Nielson in over 400 cases
involving the sale of real property, partnership or business
dissolutions, partition actions and matters requiring a referee.

LINDSAY F. NIELSON
Attorney at Law

Member — California Receiver Forum

Email: nielsonlaw@aol.com

845 E. Santa Clara, Ventura, CA 93001
(805) 658-0977
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Letter to the Editor

IRWIN R. “ROB” MILLER ESQ.

MEDIATION ¢ ARBITRATION

When I reflect on my own story, I cant
help but think of comedian Don Novello's
“Father Guido Sarducci” character, and

his famous routine about the amazing Wunlll lllo sellllllle lllhulll ‘use?

coincidences in the lives of Abraham Lincoln .
A trial lawyer for over 35 years, | have
successfully tried and settled
million and multi-million dollar cases.

My experience and training will
help settle your cases.

and Herbert Hoover:

My grandfather was Robert John McGahie.
I'm Robert McGahie Sawyer. If that's not
enough of a coincidence, consider this: Both
of us were admitted to the State Bar in a
year that starts with “19,” he in 1908, me in
1975. And if that’s not coincidence enough,
our State Bar nos. each have one “6” and two
“7s” in them. His was 6775. Mine is 67417.

J.D. Univ. of Cincinnati-Law Review Editor

"AV" Rated Martindale-Hubbell

Pepperdine Univ. School of Law-Straus Institute
Arbitration Panel Ventura County

Ventura Center for Dispute Settlement

Member of VCBA, LACBA

Past President Hollywood Bar Association

Million and Multi-Million Dollar Advocates Forum

(805) 485-2700 Fax (305) 485-2751

Email: irmmediation@aol.com ¢ Weh: IRMlaw.net
300 Esplanade Drive, Suite 1760 < Oxnard, CA 93036

IRWIN R. “‘ROB” MILLER ESQ.
MEDIATION ¢ ARBITRATION

All very amazing ... and
100% true.

| Cheers,

Rob Sawyer

JACOBS & JACOBS

ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
TAX PROFESSIONALS SINCE 1944
THERE’S NO SUBSTITUTE FOR
EXPERIENCE & EXPERTISE

e TRUSTEE & EXECUTOR SERVICES

* TRUST & PROBATE ACCOUNTING

e FIDUCIARY INCOME TAX RETURNS
e ESTATE TAX RETURNS

. ' it « ESTATE PLANNING
3 f « ELDERCARE SERVICES
i

OJAI THOUSAND OAKS
(805) 646-4321 (805) 497-4007

JOHN JACOBS, CPA GREGG BURT, CPA PAUL THOMAS, CPA



BANKRUPTCY

ATTORNEY

Outstanding bankrupitcy litigator & strategist
with 30+ years experience helps law firms
and their clients with all aspects of bankruptcy.
e Aggressive & Creative Bankruptcy Advocacy

e All Aspects of Business & Personal Bankruptcies/
Reorganizations (Chapters 7, 11 & 13)

® Debtor & Creditor Representation
® Bankruptcy Avoidance & Pre-Bankruptcy Strategies

Protections from Foreclosures, Judgments, Settlements,
Lawsuits, Liens, Debts, Collections

® Protections Against Debtors Likely to File for Bankruptcy
UCLA Law 4+ Phi Beta Kappa + Magna Cum Laude

+ Free Initial Consult +
Exceptional Quality
at Low Prices

Tip the scales of
bankruptcy justice _
in your clients’ favor. e

Law Offices of Philip D. Dapeer
A Law Corporation
Offices in Westlake Village & Beverly Hills

805.557.7001 4 323.954.9144
BankruptcyFocus@aol.com

Clients refer to you for expert legal.
Refer to me for expert mortgage :

See what people are saying...

e Ol wewkog warh Jordsn b irﬁw:m,m-_ TN W <y

"y wife, Wimhy o 1, T m fand krw
It was scaniess and trouble five. Wi v rpcommmeil,
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Experience you can trust
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MEGHAN AND LESLIE'S
EXCELLENT ART ADVENTURE
Continued from page 11

freedom in how you do it. Similarly, art is
constructed in the same way.

Conclusion: Monday, September 19, 2011

LAM: We didnt win. The gargoyle did. MBC
provides me with an article on Art and the
Law arguing about the importance of art to a
good trial lawyer.

http://www.plaintiffmagazine.com/Apr08%20
articles/Bader_Art%20and%20Law%20
-%201s%20there%20a%20connection_
Plaintiff%20magazine.pdf

I'm going to keep painting. So is MBC.
MBC: Of course, there is more to this story,
including the death of my office fish, Eddy. To

be continued...

Meghan Clark is a partner and Leslie McAdams
is an associate at Ferguson Case Orr Paterson LLP

p—r— = = =

EAITUAL SR BT et ik SIS

Jordan Eller, President
Diarect (805) 252-2242
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Barristers to Raise Money to Help Feed the Homeless
By Rachel Coleman

Captain William Finley from the Salvation
Army reported that over 600 people are
expected at this year’s “One City One Meal”
event to be held on Thanksgiving Day at the
Ventura County Fairgrounds from 12:00
p-m. to 2:00 p.m. According to Finley, “the
purpose of ‘One City One Meal’ is not only
to feed the homeless and needy but also to
unite different people from all different
walks of life by sitting down together
and sharing their life experiences over a
meal.” He encourages anyone interested
in attending the dinner to host a table.
For example, someone like a city council
member, local attorney or local business
owner can help less fortunate people just
by sitting down together over a meal and
sharing their experiences in overcoming
difficult situations and offer much needed
moral support. Not to mention that these
types of contacts often result in job and
housing opportunities for needy people in
attendance.

Finley estimates that this year’s “One City
One Meal” will cost the Salvation Army
$3,500 to $4,000. The group is able to keep
down the costs with donations from local
businesses and local residents. The Salvation
Army still needs over $2,000 to meet its goal
for the event this year.

In addition to the Thanksgiving meal, the
Salvation Army sponsors a food pantry year
round which is always in need of supplies
and donations. The food pantry feeds over
400 households per month. The food pantry
supplies local homeless, needy families and
families living in downtown hotels with

weekly boxes of food and various items such
as soap, shampoo, and diapers.

The Salvation Army supplies over 400
families each year with toys for the children
at Christmas time. The Salvation Army
also collects much-needed donations to
support its programs through the “Christmas
Kettle” campaign. Also featured during the
holidays is the “Adopt a Family Project,”
which fosters long term relationships with
families to provide them with specific items
or assistance on a case-by-case basis. For
example, a father may need a new suit in
order to go on job interviews or a pair of new
shoes, or an adoptee may have employment
or a housing opportunity to offer an adoptive
family member.

The Salvation Army also provides housing
to nine families and nine single women at its
facilities on Oak Street in Ventura, as well as

off-site housing. Finley reports the average
stay at the Oak Street facility is twelve to
fourteen months. The residents are provided
three meals per day made in the on-site
commercial kitchen. Families are provided
their own private room which includes beds,
bedding and a private bathroom and shower.

Residents are required to attend two
counseling groups per week. The Salvation
Army provides drug and alcohol counseling,
therapy, and parenting classes. Finley
pioneered a new twelve-week financial
planning class which provides residents
information on how to make long-term
financial plans and how to manage their
finances. In his experience, “the main reason
for homelessness is the inability of people to
appropriately manage the finances that they
do have available. Teaching the residents
to manage their finances appropriately and
encouraging the residents to save up to 50%
of their adjusted income while residing at the
facility will result in fewer families returning
to the facilities or the streets.”

Anyone interested in making a donation to
the Salvation Army, hosting a table at “One
City One Meal” or serving Thanksgiving
Dinner should contact Captain Finley at
William.finley@usw.salvationarmy.org,.

Rachel Coleman is an
associate at DK Law
Group in Oxnard and a
member of CITATIONS’
editorial board.

ELDER LAW SERVICES

VETERANS BENEFITS

o \/eterans’ Non-Service Connected Pensions for

Aid & Attendance; Homebound; etc

 Non-service Connected Pensions for Surviving

Spouse; children; and parents
e \leterans’ Service Connected Compensation
e Spousal Death & Indemnity Compensation
o VA Appeals

Services focused on assisting individuals obtain Veterans/Medi-Cal benefits for Long Term Care
THE LAW OFFICES OF CRAIG R. PLOSS

MEDI-CAL ELIGIBILITY
e Custom-designed Eligibility Analysis

& Qualification Plan (Asset Protection)
 Application Preparation & Representation
 Medi-Cal Recovery Claim Avoidance
o Appeals of benefits denial/loss

290 MAPLE COURT, SUITE 118, VENTURA, CA 93003 TEL: (805)642-8407 FAX: (866)379-2179 EMAIL: PLOSS@TDS.NET




Accident Reconstruction

“I approach forensic engineering

not as a narrow vocational activity f -:‘
]
——

but as a scientific inquiry.”

Von Haenel

Marc A. Firestone
Ph.D. &

Associates, Inc.

FORENSIC ENGINEERING

Objective Analysis and Scientific Integrity

Combines over 20 years of experience as a professional research
scientist with a 40 year old forensic engineering firm. | have handled
hundred of cases in:

m VVehicular accident reconstruction ~ 2910-g Las Posas Rd.

m Slip/Trip falls #513
m Product defects Camarillo, CA 93010

Ei
mFires Phone: (805) 388-7123

m Unusual cases requiring ) .
a broad scientific background E-Mail: fireball@mailaps.org

MEDIATION SERVICES

www.californianeutrals.org

Servn -!".:'.lwl.'g:'. Lew Argries, Fensora,
Seteciarl itebneee o Sww fnedr I':'.':u:-:l,':\.-.l Rk s

= BLISINESS
* EMPLOYMENT
v [INSURANCE
* PROBATLE
* PERSONAL INJURY
* PROFESSIONAL NEGLIGENCL

Mr. Carrington is “very knowledgeable. Insurance companies
respect his opinion. Extensive trial experience (ABOTA), excellent
mediator, fair, objective arbitrator. Extraordinarily capable and
forthcoming with efforts and involvement. He is very thorough
and fair.” Quote from 2006 Consumer Lawyers Evaluations

R.A. CARRINGTON

544 Sheffigld
Zonra Barkora, Californin 23108

BO05.565, 1487 & Faxz B05.545.2187 = RATCE cox,nal
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BARRISTERS’
CORNER

By Kathryn Pietrolungo
Judges' Pizza Night

The Annual Judges Pizza Night is scheduled
for Tuesday, Nov. 15 at 5:30 p.m. at
Cafe Fiore in Ventura. This event is only
open to judges and Barristers. Last year,
we had around 20 judges attend and we
expect the same number, if not more, this
year. This event gives newer attorneys
a chance to meet with judges in a social
environment. In connection with Pizza
Night, the Barristers joined with the
Salvation Army to raise funds to feed
the homeless on Thanksgiving. Please
see Rachel Coleman’s article for more
information.

CYLA Seeks Board Members

I¢’s that time of the year when the State Bar
of California looks for volunteers to share
their expertise, energy, and commitment
in service of the State Bar. The California
Young Lawyers Association (CYLA) is the
nation’s largest association of newer lawyers.
The association advocates issues important
to our membership before the State Bar’s
Board of Governors. Serving on the CYLA
Board is an excellent opportunity for newer
lawyers to get involved.a

In 2012, the Board of Governors will
appoint seven members to the CYLA Board.
Applicants must be “young attorneys,”
defined as attorneys in their first five years
of practice, or 36 years of age or younger.
The deadline to apply is Feb. 1. See hetp://

cc.calbar.ca.gov/ for the application.

Kathryn Pietrolungo is
an associate at Anderson

Kill Wood ¢ Bender, in

Ventura.
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Ear to the Wall

The Law Offices of Angela D. Curtis
are pleased to announce the addition of
Ms. Shannon Farrell, Esq. to our Firm.

Ms. Farrell was admitted to the California
Bar in December 2001. She received her
Juris Doctor from Pepperdine School of
Law in 2001 after receiving her Bachelor of
Arts degree in psychology from Pepperdine
University in 1997. Ms. Farrell was also
a Student Editor for the Jjournal of the
National Association of Administrative Law
Judges at the Pepperdine School of Law.
Ms. Farrell, a native of Ventura County,
has experience practicing family law, civil
litigation, business law, construction law,
and real estate law. We are pleased to have
Ms. Farrell as a member of our team!

Theresa M. Robledo, GRI
Broker-Owner
DRE #01483023

805.625.4450 business

805.524.1380 fax
Agent@DiamondRealtyTeam.com
. www.DiamondRealtyTeam.com
Ventura & Los Angeles Counties

%
>~ ® VD ianond
REALTY (, INVESTMENTS
|

s

818.707.CADR 818.707.2237
- |
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CaL ADR

SERYIGES

Ventura’s Only Independent
Mediation/Arbitration Facility

www.CalADRservices.com

31238 Via Colinas, Westlake Village CA

Tri-County Sentry
Newspaper
LEGAL/PUBLIC NOTICES

We can publish your Trustee’s Sales,
Probate Notices and Change of Names.

Court Order No.125431

Rates:

Trustee’s Sales...$225 approx

Petition to Admin $180 For the best
Change of Name...$110 service call
Legal Notices...$9.50 983-0015

We file your Affidavit of Publication with the court

Congratulations to Team FCOD, the victors
of the 4th annual BarristerssyYMCA 3-on-3
Basketball Tournament on Oct. 8. Team
FCOP prevailed in the championship game
20-19 over a determined opponent. Ryan
Aikens hit the game-winning shot on a drive
to the basket. Team FCOP — Bill Smith, Jon
Schwalbach, Aris Karakalos and Aikens —
had previously lost to its opponent in the
preliminary rounds.

FCOP WINS
BARRISTERS'
BASKETBALL

TOURNAMENT

By Michael Velthoen

Our second team (Team FCOP - The Sequel)
was eliminated in the 4th Round by Team
FCOP. The Sequel — Doug Goldwater,
Bret Anderson, staffer Megan Jackson
and Michael Velthoen — surely would have
made it to the championship round but for
the unfortunate happenstance of running
into Team FCOP in an elimination match.
The outcome of that hard-fought game
was in doubt until the first minute. Team
FCOP won 20-4, although Aris did shoot

an airball on a free throw.

Congratulations to Team FCOP. The
enormous trophy will be prominently
displayed somewhere in the office for the
next eleven months.

pma.

DISPUTE RESOLUTION

Katherine J. Edwards, Esq.

To find out more about PMA or view our neutrals’ profiles, contact us at:

Louise A. LaMothe, Esq.

www.pma-adr.com or 877.678.1010

Irvine * Los Angeles * San Francisco * San Diego * Inland Empire * Century City * Sacramento * Las Vegas

© 2011 PMA is a Sarnoff Company.




CLASSIFIEDS

OFFICE SPACE

Completely Restored Victorian Home —
Old Town Ventura between the Mission
and the beach, many antiques used in
restoration. Rent a piece of history. Built
in 1897. Ventura City Landmark #73. 107
Figueroa St. Several offices available. Rents
start at $550/mo. Landlord pays utilities
and janitorial, and provides furnished
common reception area. Call Don Parrish
at (805)340-1204.

Tower Office Spaces Available — Free Rent!
Rare opening in suite 1180 in the “Tower,”
Ventura County's premier office address.
“King’s Corner” office with great views, as
well as individual window offices available
in multi-conference room, established
full attorney Suite 1180. Full amenities
available, including potential for overflow or
start-up assistance. Great turnkey location
for solo, small firm and mediators. Short-
or long-terms. Best offers accepted! Call
(805)988-4848.

Downtown Ventura Offices — Recently
remodeled building. Two to four offices
with windows. Share conference room and
kitchen. Plenty of off-street parking

Call (805)648-5100

Westlake Office — Great office in great
location. 24/7 accessible building. Friendly
atmosphere. Less than one mile from 101
freeway. Services include high speed DSL
internet, conference room, receptionist,

photocopier, mail service, kitchen - $485/
month. Utilities included. (805)795-2211

Fully Built Out Ventura Office Condo —
about 1000 sq. ft. office condo across the
street from the county courthouse, which
is accessible by a pedestrian tunnel. The
property consists of three offices, workstation
and reception areas. The space is a turnkey
unit with all systems in place. Great for a
law firm of two to three attorneys, or a co-op.
County Square Drive is a cul-de-sac with
many other office buildings. It is close to
restaurants and other services. There is
plenty of parking in front of and behind the
building. This location is considered one
of the best in the City of Ventura. $1200/
month. For more information, call Sean
Yoon at (805)415-0804.
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Historic Victorian Downtown Ventura —
Rent an individual furnished or unfurnished
office in the Ewing House at Chestnut and
Poli Streets, just east of City Hall. Ample
parking. Phone, wireless internet, copier
available. Call John at (805)340-5431,

john@wilner.biz.
SERVICES AVAILABLE

Contract Attorney — 25+ years of
experience: contracts, trusts, pleadings,
motions, discovery, trial prep.; business,
and real estate. Reasonable rates. Nancy
A. Butterfield; (805)987-3575; Butter7@

roadrunner.com
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ERISA Disability and Life Insurance

Representing claimants in the denial of group
disability and life insurance claims.

Tracy Collins
Attorney At Law
5699 Kanan Road,
Suite 415
Agoura Hills, CA 91301
tracy@tracycollins.com
(818) 889-2441

Referral fees paid in accordance with
Professional Rule of Conduct 2-200.

EXECUTIVE OFFICES AS NEEDED

VIRTUAL OFFICES

OFFICES BY THE DAV 'WELE-MONTH

CONITRERCE MO0

PROFETHOMAL OFFICT SERVICES

UPECALL AMEHITIES

JAIT RCCESS

888.966.2655
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For Barristers only! The Annual Judges Pizza
Night will be held inside Cafe Fiore, Tuesday
evening, Nov. 15, beginning at 5:30 p.m. in
downtown Ventura. This event typically brings
out the largest number of justices, judges and
commissioners who mingle with young lawyers
while enjoying the slices and liquids. Barristers
are being asked for a ten dollar donation, with
all proceeds going to the Salvation Army and
its efforts to provide Thanksgiving dinner for
the homeless. Questions regarding the Pizza
Night and volunteering to serve Thanksgiving
dinner 11.24 from noon to 2:00 p.m may be
directed to Rachel Coleman at rc@dk4law.
com or 988.4848...Boston lawyer Ben Seisler
picked up extra money donating to a Virginia
sperm bank while attending law school at
George Mason University. Seisler earned $150
per donation and apparently visited the bank
frequently. In 2005, he used his donor number
to register with an online tracking site called
the Donor Sibling Registry. Seisler learned he
has at least 75 children, and the 33-year-old
lawyer expects the number to grow to 120
to 140 children. His wife is not too pleased
with this relatively new information. “What
if they all come knockin?” she asked angrily
on camera. He uses an Excel spreadsheet to
keep track of them all... Turkey? Gerry Cline
at gcline@spry.net...

Judge Manuel Covarrubias received
the Outstanding Service Award from the
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
Commission at a ceremony Oct. 4 at the El
Rio Juvenile Justice Center. The award is given
to Manny for his commitment and dedication
to serving young people...Along those same
lines, Commissioner JoAnn Johnson has
been presented with the Judicial Officer of the
Year Award by the Child Support Directors
Association of California. The award recognizes
a commissioner or judge who has strengthened

Exec’s Dot...Dot...Dot...

By Steve Henderson, Executive Director, M.A., CAE

the state’s child support program. It was
presented in Sacramento Sept. 20...Quote of
the Month: “What sense does it make to forbid
selling a 13-year-old boy a magazine with an
image of a nude woman, while protecting a
sale to that 13-year-old of an interactive video
game in which he actively, but virtually, binds
and gags the woman, then tortures and kills
her?” — U.S. Supreme Court Justice Stephen
Breyer, dissenting in Brown v. Entertainment
Merchants Association (2011 WL 2518809),
which struck down a California ban on the sale
aviolent video games to minors. .. License Plate
of the Month: 07 USC on a late model BMW
3 Series driven by Steven Lehat...

The Ventura law offices of Farley & Kump,
located on Ash Street, closed its doors Oct.
31 after doing business since 1999... A federal
appeals court is so aggravated by the quality
of an Illinois lawyer’s legal writing that it has
ordered him to show cause why he shouldn’t
be barred from practicing before the court.
Lawyer Walter Maksym was “unable to file
an intelligible complaint,” despite three tries
given him by the trial court, according to the
Chicago-based 7th Circuit Court of Appeals.
The appeals court included a 345-word
sentence by Maksym to illustrate. Additionally,
at least 23 sentences containing 100 or more
words...Dennis LaRochelle completed the
Carpinteria Triathlon in a respectable 1:28:02
while finishing 309 out of 471.

Not to be outdone, Bart Bleuel swam a 10K
in the Santa Barbara Los Banos 50-meter pool
(200 lengths) in 3:25:22. It was witnessed by
his family, including his three grandchildren
and wife Michelle, who counted laps...Movie
Quote of the Month: Gingrich: “You were
coming out of what store?” Cimoli: “Nat’s
Delicatessen on Euclid Avenue.” Gingrich:
“Too bad it didn’t happen in front of the
May Company. From them you can collect.
Couldn’t you have dragged yourself another
20 feet?” — From “Whiplash Willie” Gingrich
(Walter Matthau) quizzing a client about
slipping on a banana peel and breaking his
pelvis in The Fortune Cookie (1966). .. Barristers
Secretary Matt Purcell had his photograph
in the September issue of the ABA Journal
interviewing a client at the Salvation Army
Transitional Housing complex...

A standing O for Rob Long, who after 22 years
of service on the CITATIONS Editorial Board,
is stepping aside for a while. Resting on his

laurels? Nope. Long has been elected president
of the Rotary Club of Ojai-West. Thank you
Rob from all of us and we suspect you'll be
missing your monthly pizza feed...Effective
Oct. 11, case-initiating papers, including
complaints, applications and petitions,
applications for renewals of judgment, and
clerk and court default judgment packets
(except for requests for entry of default) will
be processed in the Ventura clerk’s office
only. BTW, it is possible that the Simi Valley
Courthouse could close because of the budget
constraints. Judge Vince O’Neill and Michael
Planet are making the rounds. If youd like to
have them address your section, committee or
affiliate, get a hold of Mike-michael.planer@

Ventura.courts. ca.gov...

Do me a favor, would ‘ya? Attend the Annual
Installation and Awards Dinner Nov. 19
atop The Crowne Plaza in Ventura. You
can accomplish two things. First, honor
three excellent lawyers for their community
service. Marc Charney will receive the Ben
E. Nordman Public Service Award, while
John Howard and Jonathan Light will be
the recipients of the James D. Loebl VLSP,
Inc. Public Service Award. To register, simply
email Celene at bar@ucba.org. Secondly, all
proceeds from the silent auction go to our
pro bono program and it’s still not too late
to donate an item by getting a hold of Don
Hurley at donald_hurley2008@yahoo.com...
Cristian Arrieta is relocating his practice to
Cunningham Legal in Camarillo. His new
number is 484.2769... The ABA has a new
pocket-sized book written specifically for
professionals who need to communicate with
Spanish speakers about U.S. law. The guide
identifies common American legal phrases
and concepts and provides accurate Spanish
translations. Want one? ababooks-nc@staff.
abanet.org... The Pacific Coast Business Times
honored locals Stuart Nielson, Gannon
Johnson and Bret Anderson Nov. 17 with
its “40 Under 40” award to youngish business
leaders in the tri-counties.

Steve Henderson has been the executive director
and chief executive officer of the bar association
and its affiliated organizations since November
1990. Join him to celebrate 21 years on the job as
he hosts a Propofol party with Dr. Conrad Murray
at Hooters in Thousand Oaks Nov. 15. Henderson
may be reached at steve@vcba.org, FB, Twitter at
stevehendol, Linkedn, or preferably 650.7599.
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THE SAN EERNA VALLEY HAS ITS
OWN ARBIFRATIONSMEDIATION AND
MANDATORY SETTLEMENT CENTER.

An affordable, tasteful, private venue to condug
Bring in your own mediator oriect som
tn

your next important meeting.

’

f

F|
i E é I I
COURT REPORTERS, INC.

Conveniently located
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. " ' across the street from
3 : The Van Nuys Courthouse.

K MEDIATION CEN

PCR Mediation Center, a subsidiary of Personal Court Reporters
A full service court reporting firm with five conveniently located offices in
Los Angeles « Van Nuys « Ontario « Ventura « Santa Barbara

818.988.1900

14520 Sylvan Street, Van Nuys CA 91411 « www.pcrmediationcenter.com
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ADVICE YOU CAN TRUST
WHEN THE STAKES ARE

We would appreciate your criminal law referrals.

4 Years in private practice, {17+ years in criminal law.)

2 Over two thousand years of prison time avoided for our clients.
1 The first person o call for criminal defense.
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789 5. Victoria Ave,, Suite 202, Ventura, CA 93003 Phone: (805) 477-0070 www.DavidLehrLaw.com
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