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I had one of those epiphanal moments this 
summer when the import of a heretofore 
seemingly insignificant phenomenon became 
crystal clear.  It happened at the Hollywood 
Bowl.  Michelle and I and our friends Rocky 
and Barbara had gone to see Yo-Yo Ma and 
Plácido Domingo perform with the L.A. 
Philharmonic.  We picnicked beforehand and 
shared bottles of Pinot Grigio and Chianti.  It 
was one of those marvelous LA evenings when 
the heat of the day had sufficiently dissipated 
to create a warm clear evening that allows you 
to momentarily ponder the insane idea that 
living in Los Angeles might not be that bad.          

I most certainly had not ventured to the Bowl 
for an epiphany.  I did expect good music 
and I was not disappointed.  The concert was 
Plácido Domingo’s premier performance as 
a conductor.  Starting his conducting career 
with the L.A. Philharmonic and  Yo-Yo Ma in 
the Hollywood Bowl seemed a bit like starting 
one’s legal career with oral argument before 
the Supreme Court.  But of course he had a 
seasoned orchestra with the world’s greatest 
cellist performing Dvorak’s cello concerto.  It 
was as if he had F. Lee Bailey whispering in 
his ear.  He couldn’t fail. 

This was my first time to see Yo-Yo Ma in 
person.  I knew that he could make incredible 
sounds emanate from his cello.  But I did not 
realize until seeing him in person what he 
brings to the stage. Even if you don’t pay the 
big bucks for tickets, you still get to see the 
performers up close at the Bowl because of 
the big screen televisions placed along either 
side of the amphitheatre.   With this vantage it 
was obvious that Mr. Ma loves making music.  
Throughout the performance he had a smile 
the size of a snare drum as he looked at the 
audience, the orchestra, Plácido and the sky, 
enraptured in his endeavor. 

The picnics, the bottles of wine, the warm 
evening and the heavenly music came together 
that evening for each of the 17,000 ticket 
buyers who communed in the experience.  
But during the concert I noticed that the paid 
attendees were not the only ones enjoying the 
music.  When Mr. Ma played, the cricket 
community, the full-time inhabitants of the 
Bowl, were enjoying it too.  They sang along 
in joyous chorus.  When his volume increased, 
so did theirs.  When his tempo changed, so 
did theirs.  I noticed that when there was a 
part for the strings section, the cricket section 
also played.  I became fascinated with this 
amazing occurrence.  My brain was reeling as I 
tried to understand what was taking place.

What did this mean?  It was obvious that the 
crickets thought Mr. Ma and the L.A. Phil’s 
string section were playing to them.  These 
were fellow creatures singing to them in the 
night.  Whether the crickets perceived the 
strings as singing love songs or mere greetings, 
I could not know.  What I did realize was that 
the crickets heard what they wanted to hear.

Now it is cliché to say that people “hear 
what they want to hear.”  My new awareness 
was that this is universal and trans-species.  
Literally we all hear what we want to 
hear whether we’re humans, bugs, fish, 
Republicans, jihadists, vegetarians, you name 
it.  All of these creatures like to be with, speak 
to and hear from their own.  Rush Limbaugh 
is not talking to me.  Neither is the frog in 
the pond or the cactus in the yard.  They are 

speaking to those who want to hear them, who 
think they know what will be communicated 
and want to agree.  Barack Obama spoke to 
me when he talked about “change” because 
that’s what I wanted to hear.  Of course, when 
the message deviates from what we expect, we 
tend to lose enthusiasm.  For instance, some 
of his party don’t now like what they hear as 
Obama tries to find a compromise on health 
care reform.   The same would undoubtedly 
be true for Limbaugh acolytes if he suddenly 
supported same-sex marriage.  It’s like the 
crickets going silent when the strings end and 
the brass section plays.

What about lawyers?  Are we just like the 
crickets and the cacti?  I would like to think 
not.  We are supposed to remain detached, 
rational and logical, able to dispassionately 
analyze the facts presented.  How can we 
competently advise our clients if we get hung 
up in the rhetoric or hear only the messages 
we expect to hear?

But then again, are we really immune?  After 
all, we are part of the species that includes 
birthers, Branch Davidians, suicide bombers 
and the rest.  Aren’t there those moments 
when, like the crickets, we yearn to hear what 
will satisfy some unmet need or reaffirm a 
preconceived notion?   When that client tells 
me she is going to pay her long past bill, don’t 
I want to believe it is true though history 
and logic should lead me to the opposite 
conclusion?  Am I not just like my fellow 
creatures, those musical insects I encountered 
at the Hollywood Bowl?

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - Crickets
By Tony Strauss

FOR STRAIGHT ANSWERS TO YOUR TOUGH QUESTIONS 
ABOUT LONG TERM CARE INSURANCE...

Individual, Small Business, Group Policies Available.
Long term care insurance underwritten by GENWORTH LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY.
Complete details about the benefits, costs, limitations and exclusions of this valuable long term care insurance policy will be provided to you by the 
Agent. GLTC 720A, 02/24/06 This is a solicitation for insurance. Policy Form Series 7035AX Rev, 7037C Rev2.

Eric Skaar, CLTC
Long Term Care Insurance Agent
CA License #0E89603

(805)201-2076
eskaar@genworthltc.com
www.ericskaarltci.com
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“Perseverance, calmness, bravery and daring.”  
These are the adjectives of respect and 
admiration used to describe our dear friend 
and colleague, Mary Sullivan, who passed 
away on August 24, 2009.  She had been 
recovering from a heart attack suffered while 
in the Juvenile Court six months earlier.  
Mary’s passing has left an enormous void in 
our legal and larger community, for the many 
difficult pro bono causes she undertook, and 
her generous service to those in need. 

Mary was born in Missouri in 1950, and 
moved to Ventura in 1967 where she remained 
a Ventura County resident for 42 years.  She 
attended Ventura College and graduated from 
Cal State University-Fresno.  She received her 
Juris Doctor degree from Ventura College of 
Law in 1983 and has practiced law in Ventura 
County ever since.  Before becoming an 
attorney, Mary worked as a Probation Officer 
for the County of Ventura. 

Those who knew Mary were likely aware of 
her passion for Toastmasters.  She served as a 
member of the Ventura Sunrise Toastmasters 
for 23 years, earning the designation 
“Distinguished Toastmaster” in 2005.  She 
was honored this year for her efforts in bringing 
the Toastmaster model of communication and 
personal growth to sessions conducted at the 
Prototypes Women’s Center in Oxnard.  Mary 
was a committed supporter of Prototypes, a 
program that helps women recovering from 
substance abuse.

Mary practiced family law, but for much of 
the last decade she represented parents in 
dependency court proceedings.  This is a 
particularly challenging practice because of 
the volume of cases, and the unique challenges 
in helping a parent regain custody after a 
child has been removed for alleged abuse or 
neglect.  The attorney who represents the 
parent in a dependency proceeding is often 
up against significant barriers.  Adversaries can 
include social workers represented by County 
Counsel, as well as attorneys representing 
the minor(s), and clients who frequently are 
either unwilling or unable to comply with 
the stringent requirements placed on them by 
the court as a condition of regaining custody.  
With success so limited in these types of cases, 
it is amazing that Mary undertook pro bono 
cases in addition to the overwhelming case 
load assigned to her by the dependency court, 
and that she achieved success against almost 
insurmountable odds. 

One of these pro bono cases involved a young 
mother who was herself a long time victim of 
abuse by her family.  After fleeing from the 
abuse, the grandmother, by misrepresenting to 
the court her daughter’s situation, obtained a 
guardianship of the grandson without notice to 
the daughter.  Mary took on representation of 
the young mother to help her regain custody of 
her 4-year old son.  Dr. Debbie De Vries, who 
assisted the young mother through a program 
that helps victims of abuse, described Mary’s 
efforts:  “Mary took on an almost impossible 
situation, representing a young mother seeking 
custody of her son.  Julie had been beaten 
and threatened not to testify, but Mary was 
so strong and went with Julie to the house to 
pick up the child.”  Dr. De Vries described 
Mary as “an amazingly brave person.”  She felt 
that taking on Julie’s case helped Mary “to see 
a different side of how people can fall into a 
hole and not be able to get out.”

Verna Kagan, coordinator of our Volunteer 
Lawyer Services Program, said: 

Mary Sullivan’s middle name was 
compassion.  She had an unmatched 
depth of compassion for all who 
needed her.  I never heard the word 
“no” come from her when called upon 
for pro bono service.  Furthermore, she 
consistently made herself available to 
attorneys who needed her advice and 

mentoring.  For all of us who knew her 
and worked with her, she will be sorely 
missed.  Her gentle smile, warmth and 
good humor will be emblazoned in our 
memories.

Julie, the young mother who got her son 
back because of Mary Sullivan, thinks Mary 
is her guardian angel.  And Mary will remain 
the guardian angel to so many.  Her legacy 
will continue as Women Lawyers of Ventura 
County names a scholarship in her memory, 
helping the next generation of women lawyers 
to serve others as Mary did. 

Tina Rasnow is an Emeritus Attorney with 
the Volunteer Lawyer Services Program. Special 
tribute to Mary Sullivan will be made at the 
WLVC annual dinner on October 22, 2009. See 
Citations flyer for further information.

Saying Good-bye to Our Friend and Colleague, Mary Sullivan
By Tina Rasnow



OCTOBER   2009   •   CITATIONS  5       

OFFICERS

President
Anthony R. Strauss

President-Elect
Kendall Van Conas

Secretary-Treasurer
Joseph L. Strohman

Past President
Matthew P. Guasco

Executive Director, CEO
Steve Henderson, CAE

CITATIONS EDITORIAL BOARD

Managing Editor
Wendy C. Lascher

Co-Editor
Al Vargas

Publisher, CEO
Steve Henderson

Graphics/Production
J.P. McWaters

Karen B. Darnall 	G regory T. May
Michael L. McQueen	 Mark E. Hancock 	
Michael R. Sment	 Aris E. Karakalos 	
Michael A. Velthoen 	 Panda L. Kroll 	
Louis J. Vigorita	 Robert I. Long 		
Eric R. Reed	G regory Herring
Michael Strauss	 Shannon Dalton
Bruce Abel	 Carol H. Mack

CITATIONS is published monthly by the Ventura 
County Bar Association. Editorial content and 
policy are solely the responsibility of the Ventura 
County Bar Association. 

Submit all editorial 
matters to:

CITATIONS
P.O. Box 25540
Ventura, CA 93002
t: 805.648.3228
f: 805.643.7692
e: wendy@lascher.com

Submit all advertising, 
classified and calendar 
matters to:
VCBA
4475 Market St., Suite B,
Ventura, CA 93003
Attn: Executive Director
t: 805.650.7599
f: 805.650.8059
e: bar@vcba.org
w: www.vcba.org

2009 VCBA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Alvan A. Arzu
Linda K. Ash
Christopher R. Balzan
Laura V. Bartels
Michele M. Castillo
Meghan B. Clark
Mitchell F. Disney
Mark M. Fang
Dien Le
Barbara Macri-Ortiz

Joel Mark
James Q. McDermott
Gabriella Navarro-Bush
Rein Perryman
Kathryn E. Pietrolungo
Jodi L. Prior
Robert F. Sandbach
Carol A. Woo
Michael A. Strauss, 
Barristers

BANKRUPTCY 
ATTORNEY

Bankruptcy litigator and strategist with 30+ years 
experience helps law firms and their clients
with all aspects of bankruptcy.

• Bankruptcy-Avoidance & Pre-Bankruptcy Planning
• Business & Personal and Debtor & Creditor Representation
• Bankruptcy Adversary Litigation; Bankruptcy Appeals
• Objections-to-Discharge & Nondischargeability Proceedings
• Fraudulent & Preferential Transfers
• Protection of Settlements & Judgments

UCLA Law School Graduate
Phi Beta Kappa
Magna Cum Laude

BankruptcyFocus@aol.com
Offices in Westlake Village & Beverly Hills

805.557.7001  •  323.954.9144

Balance the scales 
in your clients’ favor. 
Keep your clients in-house.



6  CITATIONS   •   OCTOBER  2009

Women Lawyers of Ventura County (WLVC) 
will honor Chief Deputy Public Defender Jean 
Farley with its Third Annual Legacy Award, 
and Gabriella Navarro-Busch as the recipient 
of the Holly Spevak Memorial Award, October 
22 at Herzog Wine Cellars in Oxnard.

The Legacy Award honors a pioneer woman 
attorney, one of our “founding mothers” who 
was an early leader among women lawyers, 
a strong supporter of women’s rights, an 
advocate for diversity in the legal profession, 
and a proponent of advancing the interests of 
women and girls.

Jean Farley was born second in a family of 
four girls, in a lower middle class area of Los 
Angeles.  According to Farley, she was “raised 
with the poor but proud philosophy that 
girls could do anything.”  She received a full 
scholarship to Pepperdine Law School, which 
allowed her to practice the kind of law she 
wanted.  In 1986, she came to the Ventura 
County Public Defender’s Office, after several 
years as an Orange County deputy public 
defender.  For 23 years, she has been a brilliant, 
dedicated and fearless trial attorney.   She has 
handled every type of criminal matter from 
the least serious misdemeanors to the most 
horrific death penalty cases.  She has been a 
State Bar Board Certified Specialist in Criminal 
Law since 1985 and a member of the State Bar 
Board of Legal Specialization.

Currently, Farley serves as Chief Deputy Public 
Defender.  Previously, for nine years, she was 
one of the two assistant public defenders.  
After several years in this position as one of 
the highest ranking women public defenders 
in the nation, she asked to give it up, and took 

a “demotion” so she could go back to the ranks 
of trial lawyers and try the most difficult and 
complex cases in the criminal justice system, 
which she did with distinction.

Farley has led the Public Defender’s Office 
in involvement in mental health and 

conservatorship cases and is a member of the 
National Alliance for Mental Illness.  She is 
a lecturer for a CLU Psychology of the Law 
class where she talks on battered women’s 
syndrome. She has spoken for the California 
Rural Migrant Families Association on battered 
women’s syndrome.   

She was honored as the Ventura County 
Woman of the Year in Law the last time such 
awards were given. She has been a pioneer in 
public defender involvement in Teen Court, 
Homeless Court, Stand Down, and so many 
other efforts for the local bar and state bar. She 
has lectured widely, and serves as a moot court 
judge. She is an ardent supporter of the high 
school Constitutional Law competition, and 
has coached teams in her spare time, as well 
as coordinating public defender participation 
in the program. 

But most importantly, she is an inspiration. 
Her dedication to her clients is unparalleled. 
She brings to her work a verve and passion that 
is a great credit to our profession. What Farley 
is most proud of is “being part of a generation 
of female attorneys who were in the extreme 
gender minority in law school, paving the 
future for equal participation and admissions 
to law school.”

WOMEN LAWYERS OF VENTURA COUNTY
TO HONOR TWO UNSUNG HEROES 

Jean Farley Gabriella Navarro-Busch
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Gabriella Navarro-Busch

The Holly Spevak Memorial Award honors 
the memory of a woman whose short time as 
an attorney brought lasting contributions to 
the community and access to justice through 
pro bono work.  This award is presented to a 
new or “newish” attorney who exemplifies the 
commitment to serve others.

Gabriella Navarro-Busch has been practicing 
immigration and civil rights law since 2001, 
so while no longer a Barrister by definition, 
she is still a relatively new attorney with less 
than ten years of practice.  Navarro-Busch has 
devoted her law practice to immigration, and 
in particular, assisting those facing deportation 
orders where it impacts families.  She does a lot 
of pro bono work, including cases for women 
who are victims of domestic violence and need 
to immigrate without their abusive husbands’ 
help. She has always given up several days a 
month to counsel, without charge, people 
with immigration issues at El Concilio and 
other places.  

Navarro-Busch is the former president of 
Ventura County’s chapter of the Mexican-
American Bar Association and a past recipient of 
the State Bar of California President’s Pro Bono 
Service Award.  She is a consulting attorney for 
the Mexican Consulate in Oxnard, and sits on 
the Board of California Rural Legal Assistance 
and the Ventura County Bar Association.  She 
coordinates the free legal clinic for El Concilio 
and is the referred attorney for several domestic 
violence shelters in the county whose clients 
qualify for relief under the Violence Against 
Women’s Act (VAWA). 

Besides her immigration work, Navarro-Busch 
also serves as a mentor to young women of 
color, particularly those who are single mothers 
at a young age.  She willingly shares her own 
life experience as a single mother  to motivate 
others to succeed.

Navarro-Busch exemplifies the principles that 
Holly worked for, to make a better way for 
others and to dedicate her law practice to the 
greater  social good. 

Please join us on October 22, 2009 to honor 
these remarkable and inspirational women.  
See the enclosed flyer for details.

By Carmen Ramírez, solo attorney, candidate 
for Oxnard City Council 2010
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Your relationship with your clients is all about trust. They trust your integrity and expert  
legal advice. And they value the personal and confidential relationship you share. 

It’s very much the same at Montecito Bank & Trust. Like you, we believe in longstanding  
client relationships. In offering creative solutions for each person’s unique needs.  
And especially in earning their trust with personal commitment and professional expertise.

Whether it’s designing an investment portfolio, managing multiple real estate properties  
or planning charitable gifts, you can count on our Wealth Management team to provide  
your clients with a level of service that meets not just their needs, but your standards. 

Wealth advisory services – one of the many Paths to prosperity® you’ll find  
at Montecito Bank & Trust.

What’s your path?

“Finally, someone my clients   
 can count on just like they count on me.”

www.montecito.com
Call for more information

Santa Barbara: 1106-E Coast Village Road, Montecito, CA 93108  805 564-0219
Solvang: 591 Alamo Pintado Road, Solvang, CA 93463  805 686-8620
Ventura/Westlake Village: 701 E. Santa Clara Street, Ventura, CA 93001  805 830-8005      Member FDIC

   WEALTH MANAGEMENT    
Investment Management - Trust Services - Estate Administration
Real Property Management - Philanthropic Services

Montecito Bank and Trust: “Count on me” New Zip
Ventura County Bar Association 
Wealth Management-  7.5” x 10” Non- Bleed
Insertion: August Issue
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John Lewis, Ph.D. 
Clinical, Forensic and Consulting Psychology 
 
Dr. Lewis is a licensed psychologist (PSY22281) 

who specializes in forensic assessment and 
consultation.  To learn more about Dr. Lewis 

and the services he provides, please visit 
www.johnlewisphd.com. 

 
1335 State Street                   jlewis@johnlewisphd.com 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101                          805-504-9083 
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Iraq, 2004. The three men of Bravo Company’s 
bomb squad are counting down the final days 
of their deployment. When we first meet them 
they are next to their Humvee at the head of a 
dusty and litter strewn street. At the other end 
of the street is a suspicious trash pile. Is it only 
trash or does it disguise an I.E.D? While the 
street is eerily empty, hundreds of eyes watch 
the squad from windows and balconies. Are 
they only curious onlookers, or does one pair 
of eyes belong to an insurgent waiting to trigger 
the bomb as soon as the squad draws near? 
Welcome to the world of “The Hurt Locker,” 
a riveting portrayal of life in a combat zone.

Sgt. William James (Jeremy Renner) is an Army 
Ranger and Afghanistan veteran. Fearless to the 
point of recklessness, Renner does not endear 
himself to his other two squad members. Sgt. 
J. T. Sanborn (Anthony Mackie) has a simple 
goal. He wants to do his duty and put Iraq in 
the rear view mirror. Specialist Owen Eldridge 
(Brian Geraghty) lives with the abiding fear 
that he is not going to make it. To Sanborn and 
Eldridge, Renner is a cowboy who is cutting 
down their odds of survival.

Renner is a different breed. Suited up in a bomb 
disposal suit which makes him look like a cross 
between a deep sea diver and an earthbound 
astronaut, he is most alive when lumbering 
towards the latest concealed bomb. He lives 
for the adrenalin rush and the opportunities 
for adrenalin fixes are endless in Iraq.

“The Hurt Locker” is an exceptionally vivid 
and gritty depiction of the violent hall of 
mirrors our soldiers confront every time 
they roll outside the wire of their fortified 
compounds. Danger is everywhere but is nearly 
always unseen. Are the young boys waving at 
them just intrigued by seeing soldiers or is one 
an insurgent lookout? Is the car headed towards 
them a confused driver or a suicide bomber? 
There are only a few seconds to decide. It’s 
a deadly game of “Where’s Waldo.”  While 
combat skills can tilt the odds in your favor, the 
real factor is luck. And the question for Renner, 
Mackie and Eldridge is how long their fraying 
cord of luck will hold. 

One of my tests for a successful film is whether 
I can recall scenes from it years later or once 
seen the film is quickly forgotten. I doubt the 
following scenes from “The Hurt Locker” will 
ever leave me and they are but a few that will 
sear themselves into your mind: 

*  A middle aged Iraqi man kneels in the street. 
A suicide vest is chained to him. Panicked 
and with increasing desperation he pleads 
with Renner to cut the chains off as the timer 
strapped to the charges measures out his life 
out in minutes.

*  American troops struggling to communicate 
with uncomprehending Iraqis. With little 
or no knowledge of Arabic they fall back 
on frantically repeating themselves louder 
and louder in English, thinking volume and 
profanity will somehow bridge the language 
barrier. They are lost in a society they cannot 
comprehend and what they do not know can 
kill them. 

*An extended firefight following an ambush. 
Pinned down and isolated, Renner and Mackie 
man a two-man sniper team. Sweat pouring 
into their eyes and barely able to glimpse 
the black clad jihadi attackers through the 
shimmering desert heat, it is the ultimate kill 
or be killed moment.

“The Hurt Locker”
By Bill Paterson

Films on Iraq have repeatedly failed at the 
box office. I hope “The Hurt Locker” is the 
exception. Either as a vicarious journey into the 
world of combat or a character study of what 
draws some men to relish rather than dread the 
dangers of war, it is a supremely well-crafted 
film that holds you in its grip from beginning 
to end. Destined to be a classic. 

Related DVD - Although it is not a large 
screen epic, “The Hurt Locker” shares a 
common theme with my favorite film of all 
time, “Lawrence of Arabia”:  Men who thrive 
in the cauldron of war. In the last scene, as 
Lawrence (Peter O’Toole) is being driven out of 
Damascus, his driver comments on how good 
it must feel to be going home. A look passes 
over Lawrence’s face that leaves us in no doubt 
that he dreads a return to civilian life. He has 
become addicted to war. Renner and Lawrence 
are two of a kind. 

Bill Paterson, a partner at Ferguson, Case, 
Orr & Paterson, has been sharing film reviews 
with his firm and a select group of friends for 
many years.

irwin r. “rob” miller esq.
mediation • arbitration

Want to settle that case?
A trial lawyer for over 35 years, I have

successfully tried and settled
million and multi-million dollar cases.

My experience and training will 
help settle your cases.

• J.D. Univ. of Cincinnati-Law Review Editor
• ”AV” Rated Martindale-Hubbell
• Pepperdine Univ. School of Law-Straus Institute
• Arbitration Panel Ventura County
• Ventura Center for Dispute Settlement
• Member of VCBA, LACBA
• Past President Hollywood Bar Association
• Million and Multi-Million Dollar Advocates Forum

(805) 485-2700 Fax (805) 485-2751
Email: irmmediation@aol.com  • Web: irmlaw.com 

300 Esplanade Drive, Suite 1760  • Oxnard, CA 93036

irwin r. “rob” miller esq.
mediation • arbitration
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Pueblo Radiology
SANTA BARBARA

2320 Bath St., Suite 113
Santa Barbara, CA 93105

 tel: (805) 682-7744
 fax: (805) 682-3321

•
Pueblo Radiology

VENTURA
4516 Market St., Bldg. 1A

Ventura, CA 93003
 tel: (805) 654-8170
 fax: (805) 654-8173

•
www.puebloradiology.com

Your Trusted Experts

Pueblo Radiology provides state of the art diagnostic imaging facilities
and expert radiologists.  Get the advantage that comes from thoughtful 
application of latest radiology procedures and technology.

Case Evaluation Consultation 

 Choose the Correct Medical Imaging Procedure for Your Case 
 Review and Analysis of Prior Imaging Procedures 
 Prompt Reports 

Board Certified Radiologists are Sub-Specialty Trained 

 Neurological Imaging   MSK Imaging
 Body Imaging    Interventional Imaging Procedures

 

Operates Full Outpatient Imaging Facilities in Santa Barbara
and Ventura Providing Local State-of the-Art Diagnostics:

 MRI         CT         Ultrasound         Fluoroscopy         X-ray

Expert Radiology Services & Support
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Making wine used to be a hobby.
                                                                        Now We Own A Vineyard.

   Success Defi ned. Solutions Delivered.
SM

A Division of Pacifi c Capital Bank, N.A.

WEALTH  MANAGEMENT

Jeff Smith
Senior Vice President

101 North Westlake Boulevard

Westlake Village

805.371.3198

COMMERCIAL BANKING

Patty Turnage
Senior Vice President

711 East Daily Drive, Suite 200

Camarillo

805.383.2865

LOS ANGELES METRO        VENTURA        SANTA BARBARA        SAN LUIS OBISPO        MONTEREY        SAN JOSE 
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The most empowering words a collaborative 
attorney can say to the parties:  ”It’s your deal.” 
Of course, that presupposes that there is an 
existing balance of power in the meeting.

Very often, in a collaborative or mediation 
meeting there will exist an imbalance of 
negotiating power.  It can take the form 
of an economic imbalance, an emotional 
imbalance, or a physical imbalance. An 
economic imbalance typically occurs when one 
spouse has little or no income, work experience, 
education, or skill acquisition. Emotional 
imbalance is very often created by “guilt” by 
acknowledgement of an affair, or implied or 
perceived threats to withhold or alienate the 
children. Physical imbalance is most often seen 
as a disparity in size between the parties. For 
example, a husband who may be 6’5” and 300 
lbs. and a 5’2”, 110 lb. wife creates a daunting 
scenario for any negotiation.

Recognizing the imbalance is crucial to 
the success of the process. Signs of a power 
imbalance are often hidden or suppressed, but 
can be recognized listening to the responses of 
each party. When one of the parties describes 
an event, does the other party seek permission 
to speak, fail to object, or simply give a fawning 
acquiescence?  Similarly, when one party makes 
an illogical statement, does the other simply 
concur rather than to state an objection? 
Often a party having acknowledged having 
an affair will be wallowing in guilt, creating 
an untenable situation, and an eventual 
withdrawal from the process.

In a collaborative meeting, both parties are 
represented by legal counsel. The appropriate 
response is to call a “time out” to meet with 
the “down” party and help them recognize 
the power shift, and its effect on a long term 
solution. An additional source of assistance is 
bringing coaches into the process, to help the 
parties recognize the imbalance, appreciate 
where they are within the process, and 
ultimately to help them define and refine their 
decision making.  
“It’s your deal.”

Ed Buckle is Collaborative Attorney practicing 
in Ventura.

COLLABORATIVE 
CORNER

By Ed Buckle
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Group and Individual Health Insurance 
Business and Personal Life Insurance

(805) 497-7407   Fax: (805) 494-1363

Disability Income Insurance 
Business Overhead Expense

(805) 496-5537   Fax: (805) 496-5598

A       ... V C B 
A    I  F P  
     . T   

    ,       
 . T        , ,  
, -  ,   . Y   
S  C B       . 

Lic. #0740274

Lic. # 0688916

Registered Representative Park Avenue Securities (PAS), 7 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004. Securities products and services offered 
through PAS, 1-888-600-4667, Member FINRA. PAS is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of The Guardian Life insurance Company 
of America. Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America, New York, NY and other fine insurance companies.

Securities offered through a registered represented of Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., Member FINRA.
Branch Office: 100 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 152, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 • (805) 496-4600

Barry A. Cane

Michael P. Kenney*, CLU

240 Lombard St., #100, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

www.kenneyins.com
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The National Organization of Social 
Security Representatives (NOSSCR) reports 
in its June 2009 newsletter that the Social 
Security Administration (SSA) did not plan 
for the increase in claims which has resulted 
from the recession.  There was an expected 
increase in new disability claims filed due to 
the baby boomers reaching peak disability 
years, but the economic downturn was a 
surprise factor. SSA is projecting that an 
additional 500,000 disability claims will be 
filed directly as a result of the recession. 

In the Central Coast area of California, 
hearings are held in Santa Barbara.  Average 
processing time is 561 days; in this statistic 
Santa Barbara ranks 104th out of 142 
regions in the United States.  Clients 
have to seek alternative funding while 
their Social Security benefits are delayed, 
affecting all local alternative sources such as 
charities, churches and pro bono  healthcare 
providers. 

The impact is acute at the Ventura County 
Medical Center, where residents train to 
become family practice specialists.  At the 
Family Care Clinic, which caters to Medi-Cal 
and Medicare patients as well as uninsured 
and fee-based patients, there has already been 
an increase in patients with pending Social 
Security claims seeking medical attention.  
For residents in training, increasing patient 
numbers means the chance to see more 
patients with more varied medical issues.  
Nevertheless, an increased caseload due to 
Social Security Disability delays imposes 
a financial burden on the County, and on 
clients who must rely on the county while 
they await benefits.

Lou Vigorita handles Social Security 
Disability and Workers Compensation cases 
in Ventura. He is a member of CITATIONS’ 
editorial board.

SOCIAL SECURITY 
ADMINISTRATION 
FAILS TO PLAN
By Lou Vigorita

 

FAMILY LAW MEDIATION 
Susana Goytia-Miller 

ATTORNEY AT LAW/ PHD 
 

   *Professional Trained Mediator Pepperdine University 
   *Bilingual (English & Spanish) 
   *President of  Woman Lawyers of Ventura County (2005– Present) 

 *President of  The Mexican American Bar Association (2007) 
 *Member of  The American Immigration Lawyers Association 
 *Member of The National Lawyers Guild 
 *Member of The Ventura Center for Dispute Settlement 
 *Member of The Association for Conflict Resolution 
 

susanagoytiamillerlaw.com 
 

 Susana Goytia-Miller, Esq. 
300 Esplanade Dr., Suite 1760 

Oxnard, CA 93036 
Tel. (805) 485-2700 
 Fax (805) 485-2751 

Sgmillerlaw@aol.com 
susana@susanagoytiamillerlaw.com 
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LEGAL RESOURCES FOR 
CALIFORNIA
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WEST.THOMSON.COM

• Westlaw® – KeyCite®

• Public Records

• Legal Solutions™ Plus
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• LiveNote™ 
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• ProLaw®
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• In-office training  • Free consultations!

Phone: 805-654-7027
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Work faster and smarter

with these West legal 

resources:
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Due to the recent mortgage crisis and bad 
economy, the LRIS has had many requests 
lately for attorneys from potential clients 
who are trying to avoid foreclosure and 
perhaps complete a loan modification.  
These potential clients find themselves 
frustrated and in need of an attorney who 
can help with this difficult and confusing 
process.

Recently such a referral was made to LRIS 
attorney Irwin Miller.  The client called the 
LRIS because he had tried unsuccessfully on 
his own to do a loan modification with his  
bank and was getting nowhere.  Mr. Miller 
agreed to meet with the client to try to see 
if he could be of any assistance.   

Mr. Miller later advised us that he was able to 
help the client by successfully completing a 
loan modification. He was able to reduce the 
interest rate considerably, allowing the client 
to make his monthly mortgage payments and 
avoid going into foreclosure. 

Thank you, Mr. Miller, for all your hard 
work on this particular referral and for all 
the other referrals as well.  

The Bar would also like to thank attorney 
John D. Williams for his recent contribution 
to the Lawyer Referral & Information Service 
of fees he recovered from malpractice and 
torts plaintiff cases.  Mr. Williams serves on 
the torts plaintiff, business, estate planning 
and real property panels for the LRIS.

Thanks to all of our LRIS attorneys who 
provide great service to the public.

Alejandra Varela-Guerra is the Client 
Relations Manager at the Ventura County Bar 
Association.  If you are interested in joining the 
LRIS, please give Alex a call at (805) 650-
7599, or e-mail her at alex@vcba.org

LRIS Today
By Alejandra Varela-Guerra
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Sometimes numbers are 
the only prints left behind.
Arxis Financial is a proven forensic accounting and litigation 

specialist. We will examine the financial data and help you 

determine the “bottom line.” Arxis provides financial and 

valuation analysis needed to resolve a variety of legal disputes 

from family court to civil, criminal, and probate courts. In many 

cases our experts can help you reach a settlement. If trial or 

arbitration is required we give you the support you need to win.

www.arxisfinancial.com
805.306.7890
Chris Hamilton, CPA, CFE, CVA

chamilton@arxisgroup.com
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         The FIRST NAME in
STRUCTURED SETTLEMENTS

       ALL SERVICES PROVIDED AT NO COST to PLAINTIFF or DEFENSE
                  

                                  www.ringlerassociates.com 800-734-3910 toll free  
          

 PaulFarber@ringlerassociates.com
  Calif. Insurance License 0F82495 

PAUL FARBER

            
  

RINGLER
ASSOCIATES

®

®

Proud Member of the President’s Inner Circle of CAOC

SERVING the VENTURA COUNTY AREA



OCTOBER   2009   •   CITATIONS  19       

N
LAWRENCE C. NOBLE, ESQ.

Bankruptcy

Distressed Business Advice

Business Litigation 

Real Estate Matters

Lemon Law

35 Years State 
 & Federal Experience

805-658-6266
Lawrence@noble4law.com
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Alice McGrath

Alice McGrath, a legend in her own time at age 
92, will receive the Ventura County Mexican 
American Bar Association’s first “Warrior for 
Justice” award at its 31st Annual Scholarship 
Dinner on October 30.  

Alice is a central figure in Luis Valdez’ “Zoot 
Suit,” the hit Broadway play that transformed 
Edward James Olmos into a star.  She is also 
the subject of “From Sleepy Lagoon to Zoot 
Suit: The Irreverent Path of Alice McGrath,” by 
documentary filmmaker Bob Giges.  Alice’s oral 
history, “The Education of Alice McGrath,” 
was published in 1987 by Michael Balter and 
is on file at UCLA’s Oral History Library. 

Alice is known for her work during the 1940’s 
as the executive secretary of the Sleepy Lagoon 
Defense committee.  Her organization worked 
to correct an injustice, a murder conviction of 
22 young Mexican men after a Los Angeles trial 
en masse (People v. Zammora (1944) 66 Cal.
App.2d 166).  The convictions were overturned 
by the Court of Appeal, which found the 
proceeding to have been plagued with legal 
error and bias. As executive secretary, Alice led 
the defense committee for the Sleepy Lagoon 
defendants, raising money and keeping public 
attention focused on the appeal.  

Alice moved to Ventura County from Los 
Angeles in the 1970’s.  She served as our 
County Bar’s first Pro Bono Legal Services 

Director as well as teaching women’s self-
defense classes.  From 1984 through the mid 
1990’s, Alice made 86 trips to Nicaragua, 
delivering desperately needed medical supplies 
and humanitarian aid to this war-stricken 
and impoverished country.  On these trips, 
she exposed U.S. religious leaders, doctors, 
lawyers, professors, technicians and others 
to the Nicaraguan people, their history and 
the role of the U.S. in Nicaraguan history, 
particularly our role in perpetuating the 
Somoza dictatorship. 

In May 2009, Alice received an honorary 
Doctorate in Humane Letters from Wooster 
College in Ohio for her work for social 
justice.

Supreme Court Justice Carlos Moreno, 
attending Alice’s 90th birthday party in 2007, 
commented:  “In the short time of one’s life 
on this earth, from the vast perspective of 
world history, one might say that the world 
will little note nor long remember what we 
say, or what we do here – and that applies to 
all of us, I’m sure – but Alice, we can never 
forget what you have done for so many people 
– many times over – to make this state a better 
place, a freer state, where justice, and due 
process, and compassion for the poor and the 
disenfranchised have been your guiding lights 
and passions.”

Justice Carlos R. Moreno 

Justice Moreno will receive MABA’s “President’s 
Award.”  The son of Mexican immigrant 
parents, Justice Moreno has served on the 
California Supreme Court since October 
2001. After graduating from Yale University 
and Stanford Law School, he went on to be 
a deputy city attorney in Los Angeles, a civil 
litigator, and then a Los Angeles Municipal 
Court judge.  President Bill Clinton nominated 
him to be a federal district court judge (Los 
Angeles), and he was unanimously confirmed 
by the U.S. Senate.  Justice Moreno gave up 
life tenure to serve on the California Supreme 
Court. Justice Moreno is known for his work 
with youth, in particular foster children and 
special needs children. 
 
According to the New York Times, Justice 
Moreno was on President Obama’s “short list,” 
and the only male to be considered for the U.S. 
Supreme Court to replace retiring Justice David 
Souter.  (May 26, 2009).  The Times reported 
that “[Moreno] propelled himself from the 
working-class neighborhoods of Central Los 
Angeles to Yale University and rose to become a 
justice on what is arguably the most important 
state court in the nation.”  

MABA To Honor Justices (And “Irreverent” Warrior For Justice) 
Justices Moreno and Stone, Local Hero Alice Mcgrath  to Accept Awards at Annual Mexican American Bar Association Scholarship Dinner

By Carmen Ramírez
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PMK@11thHourMediation.com 
(805) 320-5583

DAVID M. KAREN, ESQ.
MEDIATOR & ARBITRATOR

P. MARK KIRWIN, ESQ.
MEDIATOR & ARBITRATOR

11TH HOUR MEDIATION
It’s never too late to mediate.

O�ces in Ventura, Oxnard, Encino and Los Angeles.

It’s never too late to mediate.

DK@11thHourMediation.com
(805) 988-4728 

11THHOURMEDIATION.COM

11TH HOUR MEDIATION

 
Justice Steven Stone

MABA will award Justice Steven Stone its 
annual “Access to Justice” Award.  Justice Stone 
served for sixteen years as Presiding Justice on 
Division Six of the Second District Court of 
Appeal, following six years as on the Superior 
Court bench in Ventura County.  Retiring in 
1999, he is now a much sought-after neutral 
with Judicial Arbitration and Mediation 
Service. Justice Stone received the prestigious 
“Roger J. Traynor Appellate Justice of the Year 
Award” from the Consumer Attorneys Associa-
tion of Los Angeles in 1998.  Justice Stone and 
his family, including his twin brother, Judge 
Peter Stone of the Santa Clara County Supe-
rior Court, fled the rise of the Nazis, leaving 
Vienna, Austria, shortly after the twins’ birth. 
This first-hand experience with prejudice has 
made him especially sensitive to violations of 
the civil rights of minorities, parents, public 
assistance beneficiaries and the homeless. 

Justice Stone plies his trade of judging and 
mediating with good humor and patience.  In 
addition to his legal work, Justice Stone teaches 
and train judges as a faculty member on the 
Council on Judicial Education and Research 
and the California Judges Association.

The Scholarship Dinner will take place at the 
Marriott Residence Inn in Oxnard.  For tickets, 
please contact Al Vargas at 483-8083 or email 
vcba.maba@gmail.com.

Carmen Ramírez is a solo attorney.  She is a 
candidate for Oxnard City Council  in 2010.

LRIS
LAWYER REFERRAL

& INFORMATION 
SERVICE 

Civil Rights
Education Law
Government Benefits
Intellectual Property
Taxation Law

NEED CLIENTS?
Become a member and let the LRIS get clients for you!

For more information call Alex Varela

(805) 650-7599
www.vcba.org 

Tenant Rights
Malpractice
*East County Attorneys in all areas
*Spanish speaking in all areas

LRIS Needs More Attorneys In The Following Areas:
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


 









 

 


 


 

















 


















 



OCTOBER   2009   •   CITATIONS  23       

www.collaborativefamilylawyers.com
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Collaborative Family Law 
Professionals 

 Private
 No court battles
 Collaborative

 Creative
 Win-win climate
 Clients in charge

 Faster
 Child sensitive

Allied Professionals
Mental Health Professionals

Accountants

Susan Carlisle, CPA

Wayne Lorch, CPA

Vocational Consultant

Gabrielle David

 Collaborative Family Lawyers, Inc.

Collaborative Family Lawyers

Leonard Alexander 
Paul Blatz 
Terry Anne Buchanan 
Ed Buckle 
Rebbecca Calderwood 
John Castellano 
Steve Debbas 
Douglas Goldwater 
Thomas Hutchinson 
Patricia Lamas 
Jan Loomis 
Patti Mann 
Julianna Marciel 
David Masci 

 
Jeanne McNair 
Paul Miller 

Steve Mitnick 
Mark Nelson 
Marsha Niedens 
Gary Norris 
Guy Parvex 
Michael Percy 
Barton Pokras 
David Praver 
Richard Rabbin 
Richard Ross 
Donna Santo 
Keri Sepulveda 
Hillary Shankin 
Sylvia Soto 
Randall Sundeen 
Richard Taylor 
Marguerite Wilson 

Robert Beilin, Ph.D.
James Cole, Ph.D. 
Deborah Huang, LCSW
Nancy Lopez, MFT
Diana Nolin, Ph.D.

Edward Matiso�

PROBATE 
UPDATE
By Cheri Kurman

At a recent brown bag lunch, Judge Kent 
Kellegrew met with the Executive Committee 
of the Estate Planning & Probate Section.  
Highlights:

Notice issues:  Judge Kellegrew would like 
the filing attorney to choose a hearing date 
when filing petitions.  He does not cap the 
number of cases that can be set on any given 
day unless a Judge Pro Tem is sitting.  When 
choosing a hearing date, please remember that 
conservatorships are heard on Tuesdays, with 
trusts and probates heard on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays.

Probate Filing Window not Covered:  The 
court is training a juvenile clerk to cover the 
window when the probate clerk is on break.

Courtroom Closed Days: At least until June 
of 2010, the courts are closed on the third 
Wednesday of each month.  Per Kathy Bowers 
(one of our esteemed research attorneys), do 
NOT count this day when calculating court 
days for notice and filing deadlines; however, 
this day DOES count when calculating calendar 
days for notice and filing deadlines.  The court 
is not anticipating any backlog because of these 
dark Wednesdays and there is no plan to add 
any additional courtroom time.

Court Calendar Posted Outside Courtroom: 
Judge Kellegrew was unaware that a calendar 
was not being posted outside his courtroom, 
and indicated he would address the issue.

Conservatorship Fi les  Being Sent 
Automatically to Public Defender:  If 
you are requesting a private attorney be 
appointed (instead of the Public Defender’s 
Office) to represent a conservatee, please call 
Kathy Bowers (981-5712) and/or Claudia 
(Judge Kellegrew's clerk) and/or Mariella 
(Judge Kellegrew's secretary) to request your 
documents not be sent to the Public Defender’s 
Office.

Cheri Kurman practices at Norman Dowler, 
LLP.  She is a State Bar certified specialist in 
Estate Planning, Trust & Probate Law.
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TRACY COLLINS 
Attorney At Law 

 
 

Representing claimants in the denial of 
group disability and life insurance claims. 

 
5699 Kanan Road, Suite 415 

Agoura Hills, CA 91301 
 (818) 889-2441 

Fax: (818) 889-1210 
erisadisability@aol.com 

ERISA 

Tri-County Sentry 
Newspaper

LEGAL/PUBLIC NOTICES
We can publish your Trustee’s Sales,  
Probate Notices and Change of Names. 
Court Order No.125431
Rates:
Trustee’s Sales...$225 approx
Petition to Admin $180
Change of Name...$110
Legal Notices...$9.50

We file your Affadavit of Publication with the court

For the best 
service call

983-0015

Victory Video
   legal videography       

   depositions      
DVD - Digital - VHS

Wayne Marien, CLVS 

805.404.3345

victoryvid@mac.com

www.victoryvideo.u s

SERVICES OFFERED
 
Legal Assistant/Paralegal - Looking for 
long-term employment in a law firm in 
Ventura.  I have substantial experience 
in the field of personal injury.  However, 
I would welcome other area of the legal 
field.  Draft pleadings, motions, discovery, 
correspondence, etc.  I am currently enrolled 
in UCSB’s Paralegal Studies program. Email: 
day_z_ceb@yahoo.com

Lawyer Websites Created by a Local Lawyer 
Mike Strauss has started VenturaPages, a web 
design company that caters to lawyers and 
other professionals. VenturaPages can create 
your site, optimize it for better performance 
in search engines, market it to potential 
customers, develop relevant legal content, 
design compelling graphics, host it, and 
manage any changes, all at very reasonable 
costs. Check out www.venturapages.com for 
more information.

Civil Litigation/Contract Attorney 
Extensive experience in all facets of discovery, 
including expert depositions, pleadings, law 
and motion practice, trial preparation and 
post trial motions.  Consulting expertise 
for product liability risk management and 
litigation.  Guy Verrastro.  (805)798-2873 
or gverrastro@verizon.net.

Contract Attorney - If you are backlogged 
in the no-glitz, no-glamour grind of your 
practice, then let me pick up and run with 
those routine matters that are holding you 
back.  Court appearances, contract review, 
research, drafting motions, pleadings, and 
briefs.  Affordable Rates.  Kate Brolan. Call 
me at (805) 861-0690 or kbrolanlaw@
gmail.com.

Contract Attorney/ Paralegal - Recent 
admittee (2008) seeks full-time legal position. 
Also available for contract and paralegal 
work.  Available for court appearances.  
Professional, reliable, and trusted. Will 
maintain confidentiality.  Please contact at 
(805) 218-3281 or thelen_ryan@hotmail.
com. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

General Counsel - $141,000-$167,500.  
Oxnard School District, 1051 S. “A” Street, 
Oxnard, California 93030.  For more 
information please call (805) 487-3918.  
Apply by 10-14-09.  Announcement and 
application package available at http://
www.vcba.org/classifieds/adDetail.asp?cat_
id=1&sub_id=&ad_id=100.

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

Beautiful Restored Victorian Building 
- 119 Figueroa Street, Ventura, near San 
Buenaventura Mission and Court of Appeal 
building.  10 offices available, common 
reception area, rent one or all.  Call Don 
Parrish at (805) 340-1204.

Professional, Convenient Ventura Law 
Office - Two offices available in professional, 
four-office law suite in great location just 
across the street from the Government 
Center.  Includes use of reception area, break 
room and conference room with 14’ marble 
conference table.   Available immediately; 
$1,000 each or $1500 for the two together. 
238 s.f. window office & 165 s.f.  Call (805) 
644-1331.

Westlake Office for Rent - Starter office or 
satellite office!  Great office in professional 
building.  Friendly atmosphere.   Services: 
conference room, receptionist, photocopy, 
mail, kitchen.  $510 (805) 795-2211.

Westlake Village - One window and one 
interior office available in professional law 
firm in great location in Westlake Village.  
Includes use of reception area, kitchen, 
conference room, copier, phone system, 
and T-1 line.   Term negotiable, available 
immediately.  For more information please 
call Micki at (818) 338-3252 or email at 
mrowe@trustplanner.net
 

Classifieds
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VCTLA Dinner
Photos courtesy of Telegenics and Craig Bates

Jury awards $12.5 million in death of bicyclist
The Ventura County Star reported that the award of damages involving a personal 
injury or wrongful death in Garvin v. Seigel was the highest ever in Ventura County. 

“I was pleased to have Telegenics as an integral part of my trial team. The jury 
responded well to the creative graphics used.” 

                           - Mark Hiepler, Law Offi ces of Hiepler and Hiepler

FOCUSED ON
WINNING

Telegenics Legal Video and Visual Litigation Support services allow 
attorneys and law fi rms to stay FOCUSED ON WINNING through every phase 

of a case – from Discovery through Trial or Settlement. For more than 26 
years, the experts at Telegenics have been relied upon to understand case 
objectives and develop end-to-end visual and presentation strategies to 

gain an edge and win the case…because there are 
no second impressions.

Our comprehensive trial consultation technologies and responsive services include:

 Videota  Transcript Synchroniza  Trial Consultation and 
Courtroom Presenta Post Production Litiga

 ation of digital and 
visual assets, including computer animations

  

T E L E G E N I C S
LEGAL VIDEO & VISUAL LITIGATION SUPPORT

805.981.3994
Ventura: inancial Plaza Tower, 300 Esplanade Drive, Suite 900

Santa Barbara: 15 West Carrillo Street

“We successfully used Telegenics for synchronized video depositions which 
destroyed defendants’ credibility at trial. The jury did not believe a word the 

defendants said after we were through with them.”

- A. Barry Cappello, Cappello & Noel

“Telegenics worked creatively with our office to depict the 
monumental effect of a tragically lost life on family members. 
In my view, the resulting videotape significantly contributed to 
favorable resolution to the case.” 

	 David L. Shain, 
	 Ferguson Case Orr Paterson LLP
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Exec’s Dot…Dot…Dot…
By Steve Henderson, Executive Director, M.A., CAE

Hats off to Bob Huber for being selected 
the Ben E. Nordman Public Service Award 
recipient for 2009.  Bob will be given the 
14-inch crystal obelisk during the bar’s annual 
installation and awards banquet scheduled 
for November 21 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. 
Your invitation will be arriving shortly and 
the theme for the night’s activities is, “Less 
Talk, More Fun!”  Here’s a tidbit none of you 
knew – Bob was nominated once before, in 
1986, when Bruce Johnston was selected 
the first winner of the bar’s most prestigious 
award…Quote of the Month:  “I would like 
to encourage more punctuation. The patents 
could be a lot clearer if we had a lot more 
periods, commas and semicolons.” – From 
U.S. District Court Judge Susan Illston, 
Northern District of California, describing 
to a Stanford Law School conference this 
spring one change she would like to make 
in patent law…

The Barristers received an award from the 
ABA Young Lawyers Division for their 
efforts last year organizing the 1st Annual 
Three-On-Three Basketball Tournament. 
Current VCBA board member and president 
of the Barristers last year, Katie Pietrolungo, 
reminds us the 2nd Annual Basketball 
Tournament is co-sponsored by the Ventura 
YMCA and is scheduled for October 3.  
Additional Info?  mas@strausslawfirm.
com… A Los Angeles federal judge has 
announced he is resigning because the 
stagnant salary makes it difficult to support 
his seven children, all under the age of 18. 
U.S. District Judge Stephen Larson, 44, will 
retire November 2, the National Law Journal 

reports.  He released a statement criticizing 
Congress for failing to give federal judges a 
pay hike…Recommended Reading – Five 
To Die, by Ivor Davis and Jerry LeBlanc. 
Thor Publishing, 2009. 235 pages. $14.95.  
A compelling read about Charles Manson 
and his “family.”  Contact President Tony 
Strauss or me for your copy. 25% of the 
proceeds benefit the VCBA/VLSP, Inc…

Mark Your Calendar! The Women Lawyers 
of Ventura County will be hosting their 
annual Scholarship and Awards Dinner 
October 22 at the Herzog Wine Cellars. 
DPD Jean Farley will be receiving the 
Legacy Award and Gabriella Navarro-
Busch is the recipient of the Holly Spevak 
Award.  Additionally, there will be a special 
tribute to Mary Sullivan who died August 
24 – jody.prior@ventura.courts.ca.gov...
Melissa Street and DDA Taylor Waters 
married September 12 at Gainey Winery. 
They met at Judges’ Pizza Night in 2007.  
Tahiti? mstreet@nchc.com. Rio de Janiero? 
Chris Gray at chris@vcrlaw.com. Rome or 
Greece? Andy Viets at aviets@ci.ventura.
ca.us...

Barbara Macri-Ortiz and Carmen Ramírez 
were both attributed in a USA Today story 
dated August 21 about Supreme Court 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor…New to the 
bench and appointed by The Terminator, 
Nancy Lynn Ayers has been a dues paying 
member of our bar association since she 
departed the DA’s office for the Fresno DA 
a couple years ago.  She should be swearing 
in soon…From David Letterman’s Top Ten 
list on Tiger Woods’ excuses for blowing the 
PGA Championship:  “Spent the previous 
night with John Daly…Would you practice 
if you had a hot Swedish wife?...Instead of 
winning majors, focused on making every 
recipe in Julia Child’s cookbook.”…Bert 
Partida became a daddy for the second 
time August 8th. Little Molly Addisson 
weighed-in at 7 pounds, 7 ounces. Mama is 
doing just fine too…

Remember my Crappiest Car Contest? Well, 
lots and lots of jalopies to choose from and the 
assembled panel selected an easy victor. That 
would be Patrick Cherry’s 1976 Cadillac 
Fleetwood Brougham. The vehicle has been 
keyed on both sides and has a crunched rear 

door. The rust spots make the car appear 
as though it “has a liver disease.” The rear 
fender is missing and the “Exxon Valdez” 
sheen on the pavement is testimony to its 
chronically leaking transmission. Patrick 
states that attorney Dennis Orrock once 
saw him exiting the vehicle at the courthouse 
and asked if his partners “knew what he was 
driving.” … Boston lawyer Kevin Barron has 
been acquitted of a charge that he tried to 
smuggle heroin into a Massachusetts state 
prison.  Judge Janet Sanders ruled Barron 
did not know there was heroin in a package 
he was carrying into the prison. In June, the 
mother of a prison inmate pleaded guilty to 
inserting the heroin into holes in a legal brief 
contained in the package…

The Mexican American Bar Association’s 
31st Annual Scholarship Dinner is set for 
October 30, in the Courtyard by Marriott.  
The Access to Justice Award will be presented 
to the Honorable Justice Steven Stone.  
Honorable Justice Carlos Moreno will be 
given the President’s Award. The Warrior 
for Justice Award will be presented to Alice 
McGrath. Thomas Saenz is the guest speaker 
– gramirez@wcclaw.com. All proceeds 
benefit scholarships for student pursuing 
careers in the legal fields…Many of you 
do not know who Mary Tash was. She was 
Ben E. Nordman’s secretary many years ago 
and was the “conflicts” check long before 
computers. When Bob Compton and Bill 
Hair started with Ben in 1962, Mary took 
both of them under her wings. Mary passed 
August 9.  She started her legal career around 
1947 and retired about 2000… Quote of the 
Month: From Marion Barry when he was 
mayor of Washington, DC – “Outside of the 
killings, Washington has one of the lowest crime 
rates in the country.”…

Steve Henderson has been the executive 
director and chief executive officer of the bar 
association and its affiliated organizations 
since November 1990. Henderson thanks all 
the lawyers who donated beverages and dough 
celebrating his birthday last month. The 
Yankees and Cardinal World Series should 
be a memorable one ending with a Posada 
walk-off!
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