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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Matthew P. Guasco

So much of my work as president of the 
VCBA focuses on civil law practice. I 

spend considerable time attending meetings of 
the sections and affiliates, nearly all of whom 
focus on civil lawyering. Yet many of Ventura 
County’s lawyers are criminal practitioners, 
either prosecutors or defense attorneys.  Most 
of the cases resolved in the Ventura Superior 
Court each year are criminal prosecutions.  
On any given day, more judges preside over 
criminal cases than civil cases in our local 
courts.  So, I think it is time to devote this 
column to the work being done by criminal 
law practitioners.

I started my legal career as a deputy public 
defender in Marin County and served in that 
office for nearly five years.  In that time, I tried 
many cases, settled many more, and was in the 
criminal courts every day.  I wanted to give 
our members a snapshot of the daily work of 
prosecutors and defense attorneys.  So, I spent 
a morning with a prosecutor, Deputy District 
Attorney Joann Roth, and an afternoon with 
a defense attorney, Deputy Public Defender 
Russell Baker.  The short time I spent with 
them reminded me of my days in the criminal 
courts more than 20 years ago.  In many ways, 
not much has changed since then.  

Joann Roth has been a member of the 
Ventura County District Attorney’s Office 
for 10 years.  She is currently assigned to the 
morning felony master calendar in Courtroom 
12, where in-custody and out-of-custody 
defendants are arraigned on new charges and 
probation violations, and where cases are 
sent to different departments for preliminary 
hearings.  In addition to her active morning 

calendar assignment, Ms. Roth handles all gang 
crime prosecutions for incidents occurring 
in four major Ventura County cities, from 
initial investigation all the way through trial 
and sentencing. Currently, she has 30 gang 
prosecutions in her caseload.   
	
Ms. Roth’s day began with her collecting the 
cart containing the files (approximately 30), 
which had been organized the evening before.  
The files are not all hers; other deputies are 
assigned to them, but it is Ms. Roth’s job to 
make the calendar appearances. The cases 
range from relatively minor burglaries to armed 
robberies, sexual assaults, shootings, knifings, 
and homicides. The vast majority of the felony 
crimes I saw were burglary, robbery, and 
drug-related offenses, pretty much the same 
as when I was in the business. I did notice one 
difference:  the very high percentage of charged 
offenses relating to alleged gang activity.  

Ms. Roth spent the morning appearing 
for other attorneys in her office, as well as 
talking with witnesses, peace officers, and 
defense attorneys.  All of this occurred in a 
remarkably fast pace over the course of an hour.  
Through it all, Ms. Roth calmly multi-tasked, 
alternatively addressing the court, talking to 
the various participants, checking files on the 
in-court computer, or calling other lawyers 
in her office or peace officers.  At one point, 
she went to Courtroom 14, the master trial 
calendar, to seek a continuance of a gang-
related robbery case.  Then she came back to 
Courtroom 12, which was packed  with out-of-
custody defendants, victims, witnesses, peace 
officers, family members and friends, defense 
attorneys, in-custody defendants (behind an 

enormous cage to the left of the courtroom), 
and Sheriff ’s Office security staff.  When she 
was done, Ms. Roth went back upstairs with 
her cart to make final notations in the files.  
She then sat down to prepare for the felony 
trial and settlement calendar in the afternoon 
in the same department.  In her spare time 
each day, she prepares for trial in her several 
pending gang cases.  Ms. Roth loves her work 
as a prosecutor, and it shows.  

Deputy Public Defender Russell Baker 
has been a criminal defense attorney for 
approximately nine years, the first four 
in Miami, Florida, and the last five in 
Ventura County. Although his mentor in 
law school urged him to be a prosecutor,  
Mr. Baker preferred the defense of those 
accused of crimes.  He is currently handling 
a felony caseload of approximately 45 files, of 
which eight carry possible life sentences. These 
cases range from alleged burglaries and assaults 
to alleged gang crimes and homicides.  He had 
just finished a jury trial with Ms. Roth shortly 
before I spent time with both of them. Like Ms. 
Roth, Mr. Baker has tried a lot of cases.  

On the afternoon I spent with Mr. Baker, he 
had four cases on calendar:  three in Courtroom 
12 (the early disposition/settlement department 
with Judge Clark), and one in Courtroom 37 
(the domestic violence department with Judge 
Murphy). Both Ms. Roth and Mr. Baker have 
mastered the art of appearing simultaneously in 
several different courtrooms without drawing 
the ire of the judges. Mr. Baker first stopped 
by Courtroom 12 to see if any cases were being 
called. He let one of his colleagues know he 
would be in Courtroom 37.  Then he appeared 
for the arraignment of his client in Courtroom 
37 on charges of kidnapping, which carried a 
potential life sentence.  The arraignment of his 
in-custody client completed, Mr. Baker went 
back down to Courtroom 12 for his other 
three cases.

Mr. Baker walked into Judge Clark’s chambers, 
where the judge, several prosecutors, and 
several deputy public defenders were reviewing 
files.  They engaged in a constant hum of 
conversation liberally spiced with “Penal 
Code-ese,” a language alien to anyone other 
than criminal law practitioners and judges. 
Intermittently, Judge Clark indicated whether 
he would agree to a specific sentence in 
exchange for a guilty plea based upon the 
nature of the offense and the offender’s record.  

Continued on page 4.
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Jury awards $12.5 million in death of bicyclist
The Ventura County Star reported that the award of damages involving a personal 
injury or wrongful death in Garvin v. Seigel was the highest ever in Ventura County. 

“I was pleased to have Telegenics as an integral part of my trial team. The jury 
responded well to the creative graphics used.” 

                           - Mark Hiepler, Law Offi ces of Hiepler and Hiepler

FOCUSED ON
WINNING

Telegenics Legal Video and Visual Litigation Support services allow 
attorneys and law fi rms to stay FOCUSED ON WINNING through every phase 

of a case – from Discovery through Trial or Settlement. For more than 26 
years, the experts at Telegenics have been relied upon to understand case 
objectives and develop end-to-end visual and presentation strategies to 

gain an edge and win the case…because there are 
no second impressions.

Our comprehensive trial consultation technologies and responsive services include:

 Videota  Transcript Synchroniza  Trial Consultation and 
Courtroom Presenta Post Production Litiga

 ation of digital and 
visual assets, including computer animations

  

T E L E G E N I C S
LEGAL VIDEO & VISUAL LITIGATION SUPPORT

805.981.3994
Ventura: inancial Plaza Tower, 300 Esplanade Drive, Suite 900

Santa Barbara: 15 West Carrillo Street

“We successfully used Telegenics for synchronized video depositions which 
destroyed defendants’ credibility at trial. The jury did not believe a word the 

defendants said after we were through with them.”

- A. Barry Cappello, Cappello & Noel

“Telegenics worked with our experts to create exhibits which distilled  
complex technical data into concepts that were readily understood and 
remembered by our jury and greatly contributed to a successful outcome.”
 
 Alan R. Templeman, Lowthorp, Richards, McMillan, Miller & Templeman

Mr. Baker spent a brief time plugged into this 
ongoing conversation, then left to meet with his 
clients in the holding cell area adjacent to the 
courtroom.  In the semi-private cubicles there, 
he discussed the status of plea negotiations 
with each defendant.  One decided to accept 
a negotiated plea, he advised another that 
there was no deal being offered, and a third 
deferred entering a guilty plea while he awaited 
screening for a drug program. I was impressed 
with the efficient but patient way in which Mr. 
Baker listened to and advised his clients

I was privileged to observe the work of these 
two consummate professionals.  I also was 
reminded of a thought I’ve had over the years 
since my days as a public defender:  For all 
the popular notions of prosecutors versus 
defense attorneys (thanks to “Law and Order” 
and its progeny), these lawyers work in the 
same courts, on the same cases, involving the 
same people and the same social ills, pursuant 
to the same legal framework. They and their 
colleagues are  necessary parts of the balanced 
administration of criminal justice.  They may 
not always think so, but they have so much 
in common.  

I left my time with both Ms. Roth and Mr. 
Baker inspired to highlight their good work 
and that of their colleagues, to encourage 
the public to support adequate funding and 
staffing for both the District Attorney and 
the Public Defender, and to remind all of the 
lawyers of Ventura County, including criminal 
practitioners, of our common training, oaths, 
experiences and bonds. My thanks to Ms. 
Roth and Mr. Baker for their courtesy and 
their continuing commitment to serving the 
public, our profession, and justice. You and 
your colleagues make us proud.

Matthew P. Guasco is the President of the 
Ventura County Bar Association, and he is of 
counsel to the law firm of Arnold, Bleuel, La 
Rochelle, Mathews & Zirbel, LLP, in Oxnard, 
where he handles appellate litigation as well 
as trial court litigation in business, real estate 
and probate matters. He is also a mediator and 
arbitrator. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 3.



OCTOBER  2008   •   CITATIONS  5       

OFFICERS

President
Matthew P. Guasco

President-Elect
Anthony R. Strauss

Secretary-Treasurer
Kendall VanConas

Past President
Jonathan Fraser Light

Executive Director, CEO
Steve Henderson, CAE

CITATIONS EDITORIAL BOARD

Managing Editor
Wendy C. Lascher

Co-Editor
Al Vargas

Publisher, CEO
Steve Henderson

Graphics/Production
J.P. McWaters

Karen B. Darnall 	 Gregory T. May
Michael L. McQueen	 Mark E. Hancock 	
Michael R. Sment	 Aris E. Karakalos 	
Michael A. Velthoen 	 Panda L. Kroll 	
Louis J. Vigorita	 Robert I. Long 	
Joel R. Villaseñor	 Eric R. Reed
Michael Strauss

CITATIONS is published monthly by the Ventura 
County Bar Association. Editorial content and 
policy are solely the responsibility of the Ventura 
County Bar Association. 

Submit all editorial 
matters to:

Al Vargas
Co-Editor
CITATIONS
P.O. Box 25540
Ventura, CA 93002
t: 805.648.3228
f: 805.643.7692
e: wendy@lascher.com

Submit all advertising, 
classified and calendar 
matters to:

VCBA
4475 Market St., Suite B,
Ventura, CA 93003
Attn: Executive Director
t: 805.650.7599
f: 805.650.8059
e: bar@vcba.org
w: www.vcba.org

2008 VCBA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Linda K. Ash 	 Barbara Macri-Ortiz
Claudia Y. Bautista 	 Joel Mark
Laura V. Bartels 	D avid A. Ossentjuk
Marge A. Baxter 	 Mark R. Pachowicz
Mitchell F. Disney 	 Anthony M. Ramos
Amber A. Eisenbrey 	 Joseph L. Strohman
Mark M. Fang 	 Alfred Vargas
Robert L. Gallaway 	 Michael G. Walker
Lilian H. Jiang 	 Carol A. Woo

Kathryn Pietrolungo, Barristers

Accident Reconstruction
“I approach forensic engineering 
not as a narrow vocational activity
but as a scientific inquiry.”

Marc A. Firestone
Ph.D.

Combines over 20 years of experience as a professional research 
scientist with a 40 year old forensic engineering firm. I have handled
hundred of cases in:

Objective Analysis and Scientific Integrity

■ Vehicular accident reconstruction
■ Slip/Trip falls
■ Product defects
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Pueblo Radiology
SANTA BARBARA

2320 Bath St., Suite 113
Santa Barbara, CA 93105

 tel: (805) 682-7744
 fax: (805) 682-3321

•
Pueblo Radiology

VENTURA
4516 Market St., Bldg. 1A

Ventura, CA 93003
 tel: (805) 654-8170
 fax: (805) 654-8173

•
www.puebloradiology.com

Your Trusted Experts

Pueblo Radiology provides state of the art diagnostic imaging facilities
and expert radiologists.  Get the advantage that comes from thoughtful 
application of latest radiology procedures and technology.

Case Evaluation Consultation 

 Choose the Correct Medical Imaging Procedure for Your Case 
 Review and Analysis of Prior Imaging Procedures 
 Prompt Reports 

Board Certified Radiologists are Sub-Specialty Trained 

 Neurological Imaging   MSK Imaging
 Body Imaging    Interventional Imaging Procedures

 

Operates Full Outpatient Imaging Facilities in Santa Barbara
and Ventura Providing Local State-of the-Art Diagnostics:

 MRI         CT         Ultrasound         Fluoroscopy         X-ray

Expert Radiology Services & Support
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Dear Editor:

While I liked the beginning two paragraphs 
of Terry Bonham’s article (September Citations 
page 6), I didn’t like much of the rest. No  
wonder many members of the public do not 
like lawyers; to read Terry’s story is to identify 
a few reasons.

How about telling a plaintiff at a deposition: 
 “I’m ready for the first lie. What’s your name?”  
Litigation by meanness. Frankly, such tricks 
are not new, but by advertising that “[w]ithin 
days...the case settled,” Terry seems to be  
implying causation and promoting boorish  
behavior. This kind of stuff happens too  
often as it is.

Then there is the story of hassling the pregnant 
witness, with the predictable outcome that she 
and her husband left in a huff, sorry for ever 
having gotten involved. What is this telling 
us?  What good was accomplished? Witnesses 
are precious. They help resolve disputes and 
help overcome attorneys who would like to  
obfuscate and deny. They should never be 
abused, inconvenienced, or made sorry they got  
involved.  Rather, they should be congratulated 
for stepping forward and made to feel useful 
and appreciated for having done so.       
 
While bemoaning the loss of civility between 
lawyers, Terry seems to miss the irony that 
these so-called “civil” lawyers were often rude to  
others in a big way.

Mark Hancock

Dear Editor:

I just read Bonham’s article about Batten’s  
actions to impress the young lawyer and the 
Brace/Halde conduct during the deposition 
of the pregnant deponent. Is there any wonder 
that the general public has a poor impression 
of lawyers when one of our own disseminates 
evidence of such offensive behavior?  I under-
stand the entertainment value of CITATIONS 
and the idea of “colorful” stories, but aren’t we 
supposed to be trying to emphasize the “good” 
that we do and de-emphasize the negative?  Page 
3 has our President Guasco encouraging us to 
participate in Food Share and to do what we 
can to feed the homeless, and the very next page 
describes how “enjoyable depositions could be” 
when a pregnant women is brought to tears.  
 
If we are to hold ourselves to a “higher  
standard” in ethics and avoid “the appearance 
of impropriety” as such a standard, then I 
do not feel that these stories cited should be  
recorded in our CITATIONS. They may be 
true and accurate but they do not honor us and 
our predecessors. 

Lou Vigorita 

Please see Mr. Vigorita’s own Ab Initio 
recollections on page 13.

Dear Editor:

As I was writing my classmates today, I  
wondered about the use of the word “pleaded,” 
as in “tort damages must be specifically pleaded,” 
so I Googled the query.  I found it quite amusing 
to find a site (and I’ll bet there are a half 
dozen or more of ‘em) in which attorneys  
argued passionately on the subject: http://
www.abovethelaw.com/2008/01/a_random_
friday_poll_pleaded_o.php.

The website had a whopping 114 posts on the 
subject and a poll to boot!  I did not participate 
in the posts, though I am tempted. Interest-
ingly, the poll responders preferred “pled” al-
most 2-to-1 over “pleaded” (62.5% to 37.5%).  
I didn’t read all of the posts, but I did look at 
Black’s Law Dictionary, in which “pleaded” 
appears consistently and “pled” is notably  
absent. My two cents (and personal sense): I 
prefer “pleaded” in a written document and the 
choice of either option in speech, depending 
on the context. For example, “She pled guilty” 
sounds better than “she pleaded guilty,” but 
“she pled for her life” sounds less dynamic than 
“she pleaded for her life.”

What do you think (or would you prefer not to)?

David A. Cole 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

This is not an editorial, folks, just an observa-
tion about editorial philosophy.

We are a publication of VCBA, not an  
independent newspaper that is free to offer 
its own editorial views. That’s why you don’t 
find malicious criticism or delicious gossip  
in CITATIONS (well, that and the law of  
defamation).  If you feel a need to know about 
who is divorcing whom, who has a drug or  
alcohol problem, or who is losing clients hand 
over fist, there are people you can ask.

Nor do we trash the courts or other institu-
tions, though we could. This is not from lack 
of  intellectual courage, but because we are a 
bar publication. We are loathe to express the 
views of the CITATIONS editorial board as 
if they were the views of VCBA.  Besides, we 
rarely receive articles or letters challenging our 
local institutions. Can you guess why local law-
yers don’t do that?

A COMMENT FROM THE EDITOR
This month is unusual in that two members of 
the CITATIONS editorial board have written 
letters to the editor criticizing CITATIONS  
itself for September’s Ab Initio column as  
casting a bad light on the legal profession. 
Mea culpa, only I don’t think there is any culpa  
involved. These incidents really happened. 
They happened in an era when the bar was 
smaller and more collegial than it is now, but 
obviously less sensitive to its public image.  
There is no reason to cover them up – nor any 
reason to avoid criticizing our own history. I 
welcome more stories about the way things 
used to be, even if they reveal that the way 
things used to be was not always as lovely as 
memory sometimes makes it seem.

While I’m on the subject of editorial choices, 
another explanation is in order.  We do not 
print everything submitted to CITATIONS.  
We prefer articles by and about the local legal 

community to more generic pieces.  We choose 
practical legal pieces over law review-type  
articles. We are trying to move away from the 
“what I did on my summer vacation”-type 
pieces.

That said, we welcome your input.  In fact, we 
beg for it.  Feel free to submit an article of 500-
1500 words about something you think your 
colleagues should know or would enjoy hear-
ing about. Call me, or any other member of the 
editorial board, for ideas. Come to one of our 
editorial board meetings for the latest news,  
including some that we won’t print. This is 
your magazine.

Wendy Lascher has been editor of CITATIONS 
(this time around) for about five years. In her 
spare time, she writes appellate briefs and helps  
trial lawyers with law and motion practice.
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Been missing the kids in the courthouse 
lately? Take heart! Summer is over, 

student tours will resume this month, and 
once again you will be sharing your court-
room with young faces experiencing their  
first taste of our justice system.

In Ventura County, even older practitioners 
have seldom known a time when courtroom 
appearances and trials haven’t been witnessed 
by touring schoolchildren. This important 
service began in 1976, when a fine young  
attorney, Richard Swinney and his wife Jody 
arrived in Ventura to start practicing law 
here. Jody had been active in another county 
with a group of lawyers’ wives who gave 
courthouse tours to local schoolchildren, and 
she brought the idea to the attention of our 
(gasp!) Ventura County Lawyers’ Wives As-
sociation. (As an aside, that fine organization 
soon fell victim to political correctness, was 
invaded by males seeking to crack the glass 
ceiling, was sadly re-named Legal Guild, and 
eventually disbanded. Fortunately the court 
tour program survived...but I digress).

Jody corralled the energy of future Judge 
Melinda Johnson, Peggy Purnell, Genny 
Hinkle and Carol Ann Smith, and Mindy 
authored a procedure manual and mock-
trial script. Lawyers’ Wives provided the do-
cents and spread word of the project to local  
elementary and high school teachers.

Over the years, the program has expanded. 
Docents have been recruited from the  
public at large, formal docent training has 
been initiated, and the program has supplied 
instructive videos to the schools for stu-
dent orientation in advance of their tours.  
Until the early 1990s when it was assimilated 
into the Ventura County Bar Association as 
an official committee, the program was ad-
ministered, operated and funded entirely by 
unpaid volunteers. In more recent years, the 
program has enjoyed a small line item in the 
bar’s annual budget, but still depends for the 
funding of its major projects on the generos-
ity of community supporters. For ten years 
or so after VCBA assumed responsibility for 
the program, the committee was success-
fully chaired by Dennis LaRochelle, who  
oversaw many innovations, including a  
professional video depicting the County’s 
Pre-Trial Detention Facility (once affection-
ately known as the County Jail).

The tours include an orientation trip around 
the courthouse, observation of an actual, 
age-appropriate trial in progress, and partici-
pation in a mock trial in which students play 
all the roles, including judge. Frequently 
judges will adjourn proceedings, talk to the
students about careers in the law, introduce 
their court attachés, and attempt replies to 
the many impossible questions only kids can 
dream up.

Recently two educational video productions 
have received generous financial support 
from our legal community:

In 2006 we produced a seven-minute video 
of the Juvenile Justice Center in El Rio. 
With the cooperation of the Juvenile Pro-
bation Department and access to Juvenile 
Hall we were able to dramatize a “day in the 
life” of a fictitious ward, including his arrival 
by police car at the sallyport of the Hall, 
search of his body for weapons, the booking  
process, confinement quarters, his classroom 
and sports activities while confined, etc. 

By voiceover, the fears and anxieties of the 
young offender are suggested as he learns to 
accept his new home. One message of the 
video is that juvie is not a place most kids 
would want to be – a little aversion thera-
py and tough love for our touring students 
to go along with their lesson on how the  
juvenile justice system works.

The committee has just completed final  
editing of its latest instructional video, 
“Who’s Who in the Courtroom?” This 22-
minute production describes the functions 
and operations of the court system and the 
professionals working in it. It explains the  
educational requirements, qualifications and 
duties of judges, court clerks, bailiffs, court 
reporters, interpreters, prosecutors, criminal 
defense attorneys, and civil plaintiff and  
defense lawyers, and includes selected short 
interviews with many of them. Besides  
serving as an orientation tool, important 
purposes of this video are to encourage legal 
careers, and respect for the legal process.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF COURT TOURS
By Tom Hinkle
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Upscale Office Space
for the Attorney.

NOW LEASING

• Full-Time Office Space
• Part-Time Office Space
• Virtual Office Plans
• Video Conferencing

1000 Town Center Dr., Ste. 300
 Oxnard, CA 93036

805-351-3700 
www.rpexecutivesuites.com

See page 19

These endeavors would not have been  
possible without the financial assistance of 
judges, lawyers, lawfirms and philanthropic 
organizations, including: Foundation of the 
State Bar of California, Hon. Roland and 
Mrs. Peggy Purnell, Jonathan Light, Tony 
Strauss, Mark Hiepler, Tom and Genny 
Hinkle, Arnold, Bleuel, LaRochelle et.al, 
Dan Palay, the Julius Gius Foundation, and 
Rotary Club of Ventura. In producing the 
most recent video the committee received 
enormous assistance and cooperation from 
our Superior Court Administrator, Michael 
Planet and his staff in making courtrooms, 
judges, and courtroom personnel available 
for filming; from Court Tour Committee 
members Peggy Purnell, Karen Paskowitz 
and Genny Hinkle, who wrote, rewrote,  
edited and re-edited the script and video; 
from judges (including Judges Roland Purnell 
and Harry Walsh), legal professionals, and 
community volunteers appearing in the  
video who volunteered their time, effort  
and expertise; and from Larry Nimmer of   
Nimmer Pictures who yielded an excellent 
result and agreed to shoot and direct the 
video at an affordable price.

In the past 32 years, over 100,000 students, 
teachers and parents have participated in 
the court tour program. For most of them 
it has served as their first introduction to our 
nation’s legal system. I am honored to have 
succeeded Dennis LaRochelle in chairing 
the Court Tour Committee for the past four 
years, and am extremely proud of what it  
has accomplished for the good of our  
community’s students.

Don’t forget to stop once in awhile thank the 
docents herding those kids through our halls 
of justice. They are enhancing the reputation 
of our profession, and have earned your  
admiration and appreciation.

Tom Hinkle is chair 
of the Court Tours   
Program and practices 
law in Ventura.  
Mr Hinkle is a past 
president of the VCBA 
and received the Ben 
E. Nordman award in 
2006.
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IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT IT HITS YOU —
“Oh no! Did I miss a deadline?”

Relax! Just use Deadlines On Demand (“DOD”), the
nationwide legal calculation service. Even at 3 AM,
you can check DOD’s website to see your deadlines. 

DOD is fast, inexpensive and accurate. It’s powered
by CompuLaw®—the same rules-based calendar
technology used by the big firms for decades.

With DOD there’s no need to buy, install and learn
expensive and complex software. The DOD website
is fast and easy to use, so you save countless hours
of time. Simply charge your credit card for the results,
and bill the minimal fee as a research charge.

You can also import the results to Outlook® or any
application that supports iCalendar files.

Think about it—no more worries about calendar vs.
court days, local vs. federal holidays, or counting
backwards and forwards. DOD does it all for you.

Protect your clients and your firm—DOD all of your
dates—and sleep better at night!

(888) 363-5522 | www.deadlines.com

The Premier 
Legal Deadline
Calculation ServiceSM

"DID I MISS A DEADLINE?"

It hits you at 3 AM:

Better check DOD!

Copyright © 2008, Deadlines On Demand LLC, all rights reserved. U.S. and foreign patents pending. Deadlines On Demand® and CompuLaw® are a registered trademark of CompuLaw LLC.

For a FREE PREVIEW: Use Promo Code VCBA2008
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In 1978 I was lured to Ventura from San 
Diego when I was offered a position with a  

workers’ compensation defense firm that wanted  
to establish a presence on the Central Coast.  
Having been raised in New York City I did not 
know anyone here, so I joined the Downtown 
Lions Club. There I met Bruce Johnston. He 
was such a calming influence on the petty day to 
day workings of that association. People listened 
to him when he spoke, and he never abused 
their confidence. I was delighted to see him win 
the Nordman Award years later. 
 
Another classy guy there was future Superior 
Court Judge Jack Smiley. We shared some fun 
lunches and conversation about “back East” 
on those Thursdays. I was not surprised when he 
was appointed to the bench.
 
Around that time, still without children to slow 
me down, I joined the bar association and imme-
diately volunteered my services as a piano player 
to those who put on the “Bar Show”. What a 
bunch of characters! You may recall a few:  
Marv Lewis, Ron Gill, Steve Perren, Nancy 
Sieh, and George Eskin. They skewered, incin-
erated, poked fun at and otherwise slandered the 
likes of Richard Hanawalt, Dick Regnier, and 
Red Blase. No one was safe from their scripts!  
Bill Paterson had endless anecdotes; Perren and 
gang kept egging him on.
 

I had done quite a few gigs in my day, but  
I could not believe how causticly funny 
and irreverent  these guys were. Marv Lewis 
was inherently funny in a slapstick way; he  
reminded me of Red Buttons or Red Skelton. 
His Michael Jackson take-off (long before The 
Trial) was brillant! Steve Perren had the voice 
to solo and lead the chorus on many tunes/
lyrics written by funny guys Bill Paterson and 
Ron Gill.  Remember their take on “A Funny 
Thing Happened On the Way to the Forum”? 
 
Then there was George Eskin. To accompany 
him was impossible. Challenging is too kind a 
word to describe it.  He was so demanding that 
one night at rehearsal I had to tell him that “Mar-
vin Hamlisch himself couldn’t make you happy!” 
Changing keys, tempos – c’mon George, I’m a 
volunteer! Remember? – he worked me harder 
than I ever had to work before. “George, this is 
Ventura, not Broadway.” Little did I realize what  
a perfectionist he is. His community theater 
rendition of Jacques Brel was a classic I would 
put up against any off-Broadway production. 
 
I was not in the District Attorney’s or the Pub-
lic Defender’s Offices where some of them cut 
their teeth, so this was my first exposure to the 
Ventura Bar. It certainly did not appear to be 
the hick town portrayed by the L.A. attorneys 

in my firm.  These guys were sharp, talented, 
unafraid and extremely hard working, even on 
such a frivolous thing as the annual bar show. 
 
Others will tell you about the irreverent jokes 
and the politically incorrect content that  
actually got a trial removed from Ventura 
County once – but that is the subject of some 
other article. What I was introduced to was a 
funny and talented group of guys (and women) 
who not only brought the house down every 
year but made me feel at home in my new digs. 

Three of them became judges. They had the 
correct balance between legal professionalism 
and levity and wit, and the controversy  
surrounding their performances were unfounded. 
They are pretty tough acts to follow.
 

Lou Vigorita practices 
workers’ compensation 
and Social Security law in 
Ventura. He is a member 
of the CITATIONS 
editorial board.
 

Ab Initio
By Lou Vigorita

Our thanks and appreciation to 

our clients who have played a 

vital role in the firm’s success.

5 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y

Hemming Morse, Inc., Certified Public Accountants, Litigation and Forensic Consultants, 

is celebrating 50 years as one of the accounting industry’s strategic leaders.

HMI is an internationally recognized leader in the areas of litigation and forensic consulting 

services, as well as audits of and consulting for employee benefit plans.

805.381.0500
www.hemming.com 

 San Francisco  |  Los Angeles  |  Fresno  |  Westlake Village  |  ChicoOffices in: 
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By the  ear ly 
winter of my 

second year of law 
school, I convinced 
myself that I could 
open my own civil 
practice in Ventura 
immediately after  

the bar examination. “What are the barriers?” 
I wondered. I didn’t need a license while 
getting set up, making contacts and awaiting 
results – did I? After all, what qualifications 
would I need to start a firm out of law school? I 
actually believed I possessed more than enough 
experience. 

I had arrived in the law the long way. I was 
a Merchant Mariner at 16, transporting jet 
fuel to Guam for the B-52 bombers bound 
for North Vietnam. At 17, I became a full 
time soldier. After the war and during college 
I worked as a security officer at an inner city 
medical center and later I was a store detective. 
Between college and law school, I worked in 
securities processing and account compliance 
for E.F. Hutton.  During law school, the fun 
really started:  I was a paid summer law clerk 
at the Ventura County District Attorney’s 
Office (along with schoolmate Greg Totten);  
Black & Decker’s general counsel had hired me 
for contract research projects over the school 
years; I worked at the law library; I was a moot 
court champ and student body president;  I 
researched a 42-page law review article on 
wrongful termination; and one weekend each 
month,  plus two weeks in the summer,  I was 
an artillery forward observer calling fire for a 
self-propelled howitzer regiment.  I thought I 
knew it all. In sum, I was too naive to know 
what I didn’t know about practicing law.    
 
During that second year of law school, the 
Pepperdine Law Library had a “fire” sale. A 
full, current, but used set of West’s California 
Codes could be had for a mere $100. “Surely 
this is a favorable omen,” I thought.  

With the boxes provided, I eagerly hauled them 
away in my 1969 Dodge Dart.  Now “fully 
equipped” and armed with my “major-league” 
credentials, I had the temerity to believe that 
I was ready to hit the ground running in a 
brand-new law practice with no contacts, no 
experience as a lawyer, with $1,845.98 in the 
bank and, despite the wartime-earned GI Bill 
stipend for education, with $10,000 in student 
loans.  Somebody should have slapped me long 

before reality did. I didn’t even know what 
“billable hour” meant.

As the bar exam finally approached, my feet 
began to turn very, very cold. In my naiveté, 
I had failed to anticipate a few minor things: 
debt, fear, staggering ignorance, love, zero 
clientele and sparse rations. Upon graduation 
from law school, I bailed out on the start-
your-own-firm idea and focused solely upon 
the bar exam. Luckily, I landed an awaiting-
results position with Henderson & Smith – 
Joe Henderson’s insurance defense “training 
battalion.” I had other offers, but Joe’s was a 
good fit.  Joe was always brilliant, sometimes 
patient and man-oh-man, could he work a 
room – and he still can and often does.  I passed 
the bar first try.  At Joe’s, I was privileged to 
work with (Judge) David W. Long, Dennis 
LaRochelle, Dean Hazard, Kevin Parks and 
Tom McCormick, among others. They were 
a super crew and to this day I count them all 
as great compadres.

Three and a half years later, following 
some thinning of the ranks, having gained 
translatable experience and also a broken heart, 
I  parted company with the battalion. I joined 
Lowthorp / Richards at the invitation of Paul 
Miller. Was that really 22 years ago? I had the 
opportunity to work with Carl Lowthorp, 
Dick Richards, Bob McMillan, Paul Miller, 
Chuck Conway, Patrick Loughman, Quincy 
Masteller and also with that stranded-alien-
left-on-earth-genius, Al Templeman. I had 
the good fortune in the trial courts to try or 
litigate every type of civil case under the sun. I  
recruited Mark Hiepler into the firm and we 
watched his star rise and then supernova into 
his own spectacularly successful shop. Dean 
Hazard, from the old Henderson Battalion, 
joined us after a stopover at Benton, Orr.  
Lowthorp / Richards pulled a coup with the 
addition of Dennis Kuttler. We also have 
youthful legal “muscle” in Darin Marx, Frank 
Corral and Brett Templeman. In sum, it is 
a blessing to work with and be partners with 
the best attorneys in the tri-counties – skillful, 
dependable, honest and fun-seeking. These 
guys are my friends and these guys are the 
cream of the crop.  

In light of all this history, what happened to 
that second-year-of-law-school idea of my own 
civil firm?  What about that challenge? How 
many lawyers-to-be had a similar goal still 
unrealized years later?  

In October, 2008, there will be a new “kid” 
in town: the Ventura Law Group – an idea 
merely delayed by a quarter of a century.  
After decades of thought and reflection, 
following many years of tapping the insights 
of others and with tremendous gratitude to 
my partners at Lowthorp/Richards, it is with 
both regret and anticipation that I am moving 
from that venerable firm to the new one across 
the river.

The new firm will handle tort, employment, 
investment and business disputes, litigation, 
trials and arbitrations – with technological 
agility, a new “customer” focus and much less 
overhead. Leveraging cutting-edge technology 
will greatly enhance litigation strategy and 
trial tactics. We will employ integrated tools 
to produce early and more accurate case 
evaluation. These dynamics will lead, in most 
cases, to early resolution.  This is a shift from 
time to value.  We are not simply trying to 
achieve “better-sameness.” We are going to 
close the huge lawyer/IT gap.

We will also offer to inside counsel our services 
as outside counsel, adding the premium 
of real-time collaboration and experienced 
trial perspective. No partners, no associates 
– everyone is an owner, with everyone 
contributing to our customers’ goals.  

Even so, it is with a large measure of sorrow that 
I am leaving Lowthorp/Richards.  These are 
wonderful lawyers whom I consider brothers 
(okay, maybe some step-brothers). It is a great 
firm and staff. I will miss this family daily  
and deeply.

So, what happened to the boxes of purchased 
Codes? They were stored in successive garages 
over the years. They were utilized as long dusty 
shelves for my old bass guitar case and my  
tape-dotted pistol targets.  The conspicuous 
space they occupied served as a useful reminder 
of that original plan put on hold.  

Not too long ago the Codes found their way to 
a landfill – they were outdated, heat-warped, 
dusty and unnecessary in the age of digital 
research. Eventually we all will face that great 
“landfill in the sky.” I have lost many comrades 
over the years. I have buried my parents and 
three law partners.  Before it is my turn, I want 
to deploy this long delayed law firm, finish 
some writing projects which have languished 

Taking The Long Way
By Glenn J. Campbell

Continued on page 18.
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Sometimes numbers are 
the only prints left behind.
Arxis Financial is a proven forensic accounting and litigation 

specialist. We will examine the financial data and help you 

determine the “bottom line.” Arxis provides financial and 

valuation analysis needed to resolve a variety of legal disputes 

from family court to civil, criminal, and probate courts. In many 

cases our experts can help you reach a settlement. If trial or 

arbitration is required we give you the support you need to win.

www.arxisfinancial.com
805.306.7890
Chris Hamilton, CPA, CFE, CVA

chamilton@arxisgroup.com
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Your Clients’ Divorces Can Be 
Dignified, Respectful and Constructive

(not to mention much less expensive and much less stressful)

In your practice you see the devastation of divorce litigation. With the  
protocols of Collaborative Practice and Mediation we do much better for 
our clients. Every day. I can help your divorcing clients (as I have helped 
many others over the course of the last 8 years) to protect themselves from 
the trauma and expense of the adversarial system.

Helping your divorcing clients negotiate the rapids and shoals of divorce safely and with dignity.

Your Clients' Divorces Can Be 

Dignified, Respectful and Constructive
(not to mention much less expensive and much less stressful)

 In your practice you see the devastation of divorce litigation.  With the protocols of Collaborative Practice and 

Mediation we do much better for our clients.  Every day.  I can help your divorcing clients (as I have helped many others 

over the course of the last 8 years) to protect themselves from the trauma and expense of the adversarial system.  

                                                                                 

DAVID P. SCHWARTZ, J.D., CFLS, AV Rated

Collaborative Family Law and Mediation

dpsfamilylaw.com

Helping your divorcing clients negotiate the rapids and shoals of divorce safely and with dignity.

I welcome your referrals and also  the opportunity to consult with you about these alternatives in general or about the specifics of your 

clients' situations.  Plus, lunch is always on me.

Flexible Scheduling    87 North Chestnut Street    Ventura 93001    642-1246

Founding President - Collaborative Family Law Professionals, Ventura County

Member - International Academy Of Collaborative Professionals

Association For Conflict Resolution - Advanced Practitioner, Family and Divorce

            

I welcome your referrals and also the opportunity to consult with  
you about these alternatives in general or about the specifics of 
your clients situations. Plus, lunch is always on me.

Founding President - Collaborative Family Law Professionals, Ventura County 
Member - International Academy Of Collaborative Professionals 

Association For Conflict Resolution - Advanced Practitioner, Family and Divorce

Flexible Scheduling    87 North Chestnut Street   Ventura 93001   642-1246

The Ventura Superior Court proposes 
new local rules and revisions to other rules. 
The judges would appreciate any comments 
or recommendations about these proposals 
by Thursday, November 6, 2008. Go to www.
ventura.courts.ca.gov. Once you get to our 
website, go to “What’s New” and you will 
find the proposed rules and forms. A hard 
copy of the proposed changes is also available 
on request.

PROPOSED 
CHANGES TO 
LOCAL RULES  

Participate 
in the VLSP

For More Information Call

Verna R. Kagan, Esq.
Program Manager

(805) 650-7599
bar@vcba.org
www.vcba.org



16  CITATIONS   •  OCTOBER   2008

Group and Individual Health Insurance 
Business and Personal Life Insurance

(805) 497-7407   Fax: (805) 494-1363

Disability Income Insurance 
Business Overhead Expense

(805) 496-5537   Fax: (805) 496-5598

A       ... V C B 
A    I  F P  
     . T   

    ,       
 . T        , ,  
, -  ,   . Y   
S  C B       . 

Lic. #0740274

Lic. # 0688916

Registered Representative Park Avenue Securities (PAS), 7 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004. Securities products and services offered 
through PAS, 1-888-600-4667, Member FINRA. PAS is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of The Guardian Life insurance Company 
of America. Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America, New York, NY and other fine insurance companies.

Securities offered through a registered represented of Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., Member FINRA.
Branch Office: 100 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 152, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 • (805) 496-4600

Barry A. Cane

Michael P. Kenney*, CLU

240 Lombard St., #100, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

www.kenneyins.com
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and take a few risks in order to pursue and, with 
God’s grace, attain a vision or two.  

With Sally, our four daughters, two dogs, 
one cat, a parrot and hamster-like beings to 
consider, I cannot retire in any event. Who 
really wants to retire, anyway? While I am still 
not completely without slightly chilly feet, I am 
confident of my skills. It is time to stand in the 
door, anticipate the prop wash and make this 
jump.  It took the long way to get here and it 
is going to be great fun! 
 
“To be what we are, and to become what we are 
capable of becoming, is the only end of life.” 
                           Robert Lewis Stevenson
  
We may be documenting the milestones  of our 
journey for Citations. Stay tuned. I apologize 
for the length of “Taking The Long Way” and  
I value your encouragement and critique. By 
way of some small recompense, I hope you will 
accept my future invitation to lunch.

Glenn J. Campbell

Taking The 
Long Way
Continued from page 14.

VENTURA COUNTY 
BAR ASSOCIATION

INSTALLATION AND 
AWARDS BANQUET

SATURDAY EVENING 
NOVEMBER 15, 2008
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See page 11
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PRO-BONO 
HIGHLIGHTS
Expenses Stall Relative 
Adoptions

By M. Michelle Erich

Grandma wanted to adopt her grand-
son who had lived with Grandma most 

of his nine years.  She was a simple, elderly 
lady who loved him and wanted to secure his  
future.  I agreed to represent her on a pro bono  
basis. The Department of Social Services sent 
her a stack of forms and a bill for $2,950 
for the report to the court. (Theoretically, 
a fee reduction or waiver can be requested.  
Realistically, they are rarely approved these days.) 
Overwhelmed financially and emotionally, 
she walked away. If anything happens to 
Grandma, her grandson is now at risk of foster 
care placement and an ugly dispute as to where 
he should live. If Grandma adopted, she could 
have provided for his new home in her will. 

Effective October 1, 2008 the home study  
investigation fee is $4,500. With the exception 
of stepparents, relative adoptions are subject 
to state investigation, even with a legal guard-
ianship. If a parent does not consent to the 
adoption, a county investigation is required, 
$1,000 perhaps, regarding parental rights. If 
a parent consents and receives the statutory 
advisements by a state-licensed Adoption 
Service Provider, the fee is $650-800 per 
parent. Happily the filing fee remains $20.

The relative is looking at expenses of $6,000-
$7,000 before attorney fees. Absent contested 
hearings those fees may run another $1,500-
$3,500. Costs may include publication, a  
private investigator for an absent parent, a  
psychological counselor on the best interests of 
the child, and more. A relative, who is often 
being asked by the child to be adopted because 
the child fears an unfamiliar parent may try to 
take her or him, faces expenses that may run 
$10,000-$12,000 or more.  Isn’t it enough that 
this relative is shouldering the financial burden 
of raising someone else’s child?  There should 
be an exception to the state investigation fee 
for legal guardians and/or relatives where the 
child is already in the home. Society is well 
served by these adoptions, and they should be 
promoted, not hindered.

Michelle Erich practices in Ventura, and is an 
expert on adoption law.
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Ken Moes
Now Offering Mediation Services & 

Litigation Strategy Consultations

kmoes@archbald.com      805.564.2070
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Your “All In One” Professional Real Estate Source

When you need a Professional  Real Estate Appraiser, Broker or Loan O�cer  
for your Estate, Divorce  Probate, or other Real Estate issues, look to Jim Mackelburg  
who is a professionally designated member of the Appraisal Institute, American  
Society of Appraisers, and National Association of Independent Fee Appraisers  
(3 professional designations).

Jim has passed the California State Probate Referee Exam, and is also a member of  
the American Bar Association, and the Ventura County Bar Associations, along with  
being a Realtor and Broker member of NAR and CAR. Jim has also served as a  
strong Expert witness in State and Federal Courts, and has the ability to address  
matters in which real estate and valuation plays a central role, including:

When you seek solutions to real estate problems Jim has the Knowledge, Expertise, and  
Integrity to ascertain your needs, and assist you in making smart real estate decisions.  
Make a smart decision by selecting , a designated professional on  
your side. With Knowledge, Experience, Integrity on your side, Jim can support all your 
professional real estate needs, 

MJB_Ad.indd   1 10/17/07   2:32:59 PM
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Women Lawyers of Ventura County 
(WLVC) will honor M. Carmen 

Ramírez and Tina Rasnow with the group’s 
Second Annual Legacy Award, and Deborah 
Eileen Jurgensen as the recipient of the Holly 
Spevak Memorial Award at an October 30  
dinner at La Dolce Vita in Oxnard.  

The Legacy Award honors one of our  
“founding mothers” who was an early leader 
among women lawyers, a strong supporter 
of women’s rights, and an advocate for  
advancing women in the legal profession. 

CARMEN RAMÍREZ

Ramírez served as 
president of WLVC 
in 1984, and she has 
devoted her entire 
legal career to serv-
ing the underserved. 
She was Executive 
Director of Chan-
nel Counties Legal 
Services for close 

to 30 years, during which time she recruited 
and mentored many women and minority  
attorneys to perform pro bono service and 
help to meet the daunting needs of Ventura 
and Santa Barbara Counties’ low income  
populations. She left that position in 1998  
to start the first court-based Self-Help  
Legal Access (SHLA) Center in the country  
devoted to serving limited English proficient  
populations. Ramírez directed the SHLA  
Center in La Colonia in Oxnard until her  
retirement from the court in 2007. She  
currently serves as Director of Community 
Development for CAUSE (Central Coast  
Alliance United for a Sustainable Economy).  

For the past three years Ramírez has  
represented Ventura, Santa Barbara, San 
Luis Obispo, Riverside and San Bernardino  
Counties on the State Bar Board of  
Governors, the first woman governor from  
our district.  She has also served as president of 
the Ventura County Bar Association, the first 
chair of the State Bar Standing Committee  
on the Delivery of Legal Services, and on  
countless non-profit boards.  She is currently a 
candidate for Oxnard City Council.
 

Ramírez has dedicated her career to making 
opportunities for others, particularly those 
who have suffered from exclusion based on 
membership in a protected class. She has 
been a stalwart supporter of WLVC and its  
feminist principles. She has mentored many  
new attorneys and encouraged those from 
disadvantaged backgrounds to pursue legal  
careers. Ramírez has never wavered in her  
commitment to protecting the environment 
and the human rights and dignity of others. 
She has used her leadership positions to open 
doors for others. She has forever changed the 
face of bar leadership.

TINA RASNOW

Rasnow is a Senior 
Court Attorney and 
Director of the 
Ventura Superior 
Court Self-Help  
Legal Access Center 
who was recently 
honored by the 
American Bar  
Association (see 

September, 2008 CITATIONS). For for 
the past 10 years, she has coordinated the  
development and operation of California’s first  
court-based self-help center for self-represented 
litigants in civil matters other than family 
law. She is responsible for bringing the  
award-winning Homeless Court and Teen Court 
for the Ventura Superior Court, developing  
models for court collaboration with community 
organizations, social services, and non-profits.  
Rasnow served as the President of WLVC 
(1990-1992); the East County Bar Association 
(1993-1994); the Ventura County Bar Associa-
tion (2003); and as Second Vice-President of 
California Women Lawyers (1992-1993 and 
1996 -1997). Since 1994, she has served as 
a delegate to the Conference of Delegates of 
California Bar Associations and chaired the 
Ventura delegation from 2000 to 2002.

She is a member of the National Legal 
Aid and Defender Association, National  
Lawyers Guild, Ventura County Bar  
Association, California Women Lawyers (Life  
Member Since 1990), Mexican-American Bar  
Association of Ventura County, Women  

Lawyers of Ventura County, and a founding 
member of the Ventura County Asian American  
Bar Association, and Ventura County Black  
Attorneys Association.

In 2005-2006 Rasnow chaired the State Bar 
Standing Committee on the Delivery of Legal 
Services. She currently serves on the State Bar 
Access & Fairness Council. She also serves on 
the California Judicial Council’s Task Force 
on Self-Represented Litigants, and Access and 
Fairness Advisory Committee.
 
Rasnow regularly teaches ethics and  
elimination of bias in the legal profession for 
local and state bar associations, as well as  
cultural competency issues for local law 
enforcement. She has taught consumer 
and real estate law for CLE credit for attorneys 
and for the general public, and has authored 
numerous articles on the law, including 
Norton Rabbit Gets a Ticket, a children’s 
book, the first in an ongoing series, to 
teach people about the law by reading to  
their children.

Among the awards Rasnow has received are 
the Ventura County NAACP President’s 
Award (1994), California Women Lawyers 
President’s Award (1996, 1997), California 
State Bar President’s Pro Bono Service 
Award (1996), Soroptimist International of  
Oxnard’s Women of Distinction Award  
(1997), Ventura County Cultural Diversity 
Board’s Home Town Hero Award (1997), 
California Women Lawyers’ Fay Stender 
Award (1998), the Ben E. Nordman Public 
Service Award (1999), and the American 
Bar Association’s Lawyer as Problem Solver 
Award (2008).

Rasnow is committed to ensuring that  
everyone has equal and meaningful access to 
the courts. She is overwhelmingly generous 
with her time and travels all over the U.S. to 
assist other courts and organizations with de-
veloping their own self-help centers. She is a 
long-standing member, officer and president 
of WLVC and is largely responsible for keep-
ing the organization alive and active. Rasnow’s 
life and career reminds us that the struggle 
for equality, whether it be equal treatment 
or equal access, is still vitally important. We 
must never forget the barriers our “founding  
mothers” faced and overcame. Their  struggle, 
tenacity and perseverance paved the way for 
women lawyers to excel.

Women Lawyers of Ventura County To Honor Three Leaders
By Jodi Prior

Continued on page 23.
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Julianna Marciel

Joseph Beltran

Paul Blatz

Sandra Bolker

Terry Anne Buchanan

Ed Buckle

Rebbecca Calderwood

Michael Christiano

Steve Debbas

Tom Hutchinson

Pat Lamas

Jan Loomis

Patti Mann

Ed Matiso�

Jeanne McNair

Paul Miller

Steve Mitnick

Herman Mora

Mark Nelson

Marsha Niedens

Gary Norris

Michael Percy

David Praver

Richard Rabbin 

Donna Santo

David Schwartz

Sylvia Soto

Hilary Shankin

Randall Sundeen

Richard Taylor

Terry Viele

www.collaborativefamilylawyers.com

ssecorp evitaroballoc a otni wal ylimaf gnimrofsnarT 

Collaborative Family Law 
Professionals 

 Private
 No court battles
 Collaborative

 Creative
 Win-win climate
 Clients in charge

 Faster
 Child sensitive

Allied Professionals
Mental Health Professionals

James Cole, Ph.D. 

Deborah Huang, LCSW

Silvia Leidig, LCSW

Accountants

Susan Carlisle, CPA

Wayne Lorch, CPA

Financial Consultant

Helen Bass, CSA

Vocational Consultant

Gabrielle David

 Collaborative Family Lawyers, Inc.

Collaborative Family Lawyers

DEBORAH JURGENSEN

The Holly Spevak 
Memorial Award 
honors the memory 
of a woman whose 
short time as  
an attorney brought 
lasting contributions 
to the community 
and access to justice 
through pro bono 

work. This award is presented to a new  
woman attorney who exemplifies the  
commitment to serve others as well as  
involvement with WLVC.

While Deborah Eileen Jurgensen was still 
a law student at Ventura College of Law, 
she worked tirelessly to organize a Teen 
Legal Clinic. She brought the Street Law  
curriculum to local high school students, 
particularly those attending continuation 
schools. With the patience of a saint, she 
weekly brought students practical knowledge 
about law and society to which they could  
relate, helping to empower them and  
prepare them for adulthood.

The Ventura Teen Legal Clinic allows young 
people to meet with an attorney to assist 
and answer questions on a host of subjects 
from juvenile justice to housing issues. She 
now has her own private practice devoted to  
juvenile justice issues. Jurgensen is a  
member of WLVC and has assisted many 
other law students in her work at the Ventura 
College of Law library. She remains a source  
of inspiration to new and experienced  
attorneys alike.

Please join us on October 30 at La Dolce 
Vita, 740 South B Street in Oxnard, to 
honor these remarkable women. RSVP to 
Laurie.Nintcheff@ventura.courts.ca.gov or  
(805) 650-4010.

Jodi Prior is an attorney at the Self-Help Legal 
Access Center.

Women Lawyers of Ventura 
County To Honor Three Leaders
Continued from page 21.
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Grandma Dixie joined Camarillo  
attorneys Stephanie White and Shawn 

White when they appeared in Courtroom 
J1 in Oxnard on their own behalf on  
August 29, to finalize their adoption of  
Adison “Vanessa” White. Vanessa is the  
biological sister of the Whites’ two other 
adopted daughters (Astrid and Maria, 
age 4). Vanessa has been a practicing part  
of the White family for just over two years, 
and now – thanks to a signature by Judge Tari  
Cody – she is officially a member of the 
White family.  Attorneys White also have a  
3-year-old biological son, Adam. The family 
is looking forward to opening the firm of 
White, White, White, White, White and 
White sometime within the next 18 years.

White, White, White, White, White and White
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irwin r. “rob” miller esq.
mediation • arbitration

Want to settle that case?
A trial lawyer for over 35 years, I have

successfully tried and settled
million and multi-million dollar cases.

My experience and training will 
help settle your cases.

• J.D. Univ. of Cincinnati-Law Review Editor
• ”AV” Rated Martindale-Hubbell
• Pepperdine Univ. School of Law-Straus Institute
• Arbitration Panel Ventura County
• Ventura Center for Dispute Settlement
• Member of VCBA, LACBA
• Past President Hollywood Bar Association
• Million and Multi-Million Dollar Advocates Forum

(805) 485-2700 Fax (805) 485-2751
Email: irmmediation@aol.com  • Web: irmlaw.com 

300 Esplanade Drive, Suite 1760  • Oxnard, CA 93036

irwin r. “rob” miller esq.
mediation • arbitration

LRIS
LAWYER REFERRAL

& INFORMATION 
SERVICE 

LRIS Needs More 
Attorneys In The 
Following Areas:

Civil Rights

Education Law

Government Benefits

Intellectual Property

Taxation Law

Tenant Rights

Malpractice

*East County 
Attorneys  in all areas

*Spanish speaking
 in all areas

NEED CLIENTS?
Become a Member and let 
the LRIS get clients for you!

For more information 
call Alex Varela

(805) 650-7599
www.vcba.org 

 
Court Appointed Receiver/Referee 

 

“Mr. Nielson is more than just a pretty face.  
 He is one of our best receivers.” 

 
(Hon. John J. Hunter, October 9, 1999)

 
 
The Superior Court has appointed Mr. Nielson in over 350 cases 
involving the sale of real property, partnership or business 
dissolutions, partition actions and matters requiring a referee. 

 
 

LINDSAY F. NIELSON 
Attorney at Law 

 
Member – California Receiver Forum 

 
 

770 County Square Drive, Ventura, CA 93003 
(805) 658-0977
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 Economic Damage Calculations  

Business Valuations  Family Law 
Financial Issues  Tax Issues 

 

 
 

   Michael C. Eulau, CPA 
    MBA, Finance, University of Chicago  
    MSc, Economics, London School of Economics  
    Over 17 Years Experience 

 
 
 

 

Eulau Accountancy Corporation 
200 E. Santa Clara Street, Suite 200 

Ventura, CA 93001 
 

          Phone (805) 641-1040 
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� Westlaw® – KeyCite®

� Public Records

� Legal Solutions™ Plus

� The Witkin Library

� LiveNote®

� Cowles Legal Systems®

� The Rutter Group California
Practice Guides™

� Miller & Starr

� West LegalEdcenter®

� ProLaw®

� CFLR DissoMaster™ Suite

Legal resources
for California

© 2007 West, a Thomson business   L-328178/2-07

For details, contact West Law
Firm Sales Representative

Gregg Kravitz
� In-office training

� Free consultations!

Phone: 805-654-7027
E-mail: 
gregg.kravitz@thomson.com

Going places with West.

Tri-County Sentry 
Newspaper

LEGAL/PUBLIC NOTICES
We can publish your Trustee’s Sales,  
Probate Notices and Change of Names. 
Court Order No.125431
Rates:
Trustee’s Sales...$225 approx
Petition to Admin $180
Change of Name...$110
Legal Notices...$850

We file your Affadavit of Publication with the court

For the best 
service call

983-0015

EAR TO THE WALL  
After 30 years in Oxnard, Michael V. 
Beckwith has moved his law office to  
Ventura. He can be reached at 1280 South  
Victoria Ave., Suite 110, Ventura, 93003. 
Tel: (805)650-1222; fax (805)644-3655. 
Practice is limited to California Workers’ 
Compensation (Certified Specialist since 
1983), and Social Security Disability claims.  

Greg May has relocated his practice in civil 
and criminal appeals and business litigation 
to Channel Islands Harbor. His new contact 
information is 2741 Victoria Avenue, Suite 
E, Oxnard, CA 93035, (805) 824-5120.

Al Vargas will perform in the upcoming  
Pirates of Penzance Oct. 3-19th at the  
Oxnard High School Theatre with Comedy 
Tonight Productions. For more information 
go to www.comedytonightproductions.com. 
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Elder Law Attorney Craig R. Ploss specializes in assisting individuals to obtain Medi-Cal 
Long Term Care (LTC) benefits to cover the costs of skilled nursing care. 
Services include:

Law Offices of Craig R. Ploss
290 Maple Court, Suite 118, Ventura, CA 93003

•  Tel: 805-642-8407  •  Toll Free: 866-789-9907  •  Fax: 866-379-2149  •  Email: ploss@tds.net

 

FAMILY LAW MEDIATION 
Susana Goytia-Miller 

ATTORNEY AT LAW/ PHD 
 

   *Professional Trained Mediator Pepperdine University 
   *Bilingual (English & Spanish) 
   *President of  Woman Lawyers of Ventura County (2005– Present) 

 *President of  The Mexican American Bar Association (2007) 
 *Member of  The American Immigration Lawyers Association 
 *Member of The National Lawyers Guild 
 *Member of The Ventura Center for Dispute Settlement 
 *Member of The Association for Conflict Resolution 
 

susanagoytiamillerlaw.com 
 

 Susana Goytia-Miller, Esq. 
300 Esplanade Dr., Suite 1760 

Oxnard, CA 93036 
Tel. (805) 485-2700 
 Fax (805) 485-2751 

Sgmillerlaw@aol.com 
susana@susanagoytiamillerlaw.com 

*depos *mock trials *day-in-the-   

   life documentaries *ethical wills

*video encoding & syncing 

           victoryvid@mac.com

             *digital videography*

 Victory Video

  805.404.3345 
  Wayne Marien, 

  CLVS

            

TRACY COLLINS 
Attorney At Law 

 
 

Representing claimants in the denial of 
group disability and life insurance claims. 

 
5699 Kanan Road, Suite 415 

Agoura Hills, CA 91301 
 (818) 889-2441 

Fax: (818) 889-1210 
erisadisability@aol.com 

ERISA 
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CLASSIFIEDS
Employment Opportunities

Associate Attorney Needed - Dynamic plaintiff 
law firm with national reputation seeks associate 
attorney with at least 2 years civil litigation 
experience and excellent human skills. Excellent 
working environment, benefits, and profit 
sharing. Pay commensurate with experience. 
Email résumé to Dierdre Powell, dierdrepowell@
hieplerlaw.com. 

Experienced Paralegal Needed - Dynamic 
plaintiff law firm seeks experienced, qualified 
paralegal for preparing and responding to 
discovery, writing, and research. Nationally 
recognized plaintiff firm. Excellent working 
environment, benefits, and profit sharing. Pay 
commensurate with experience. Email résumé to 
Dierdre Powell, dierdrepowell@hieplerlaw.com. 

Paralegal/Civil Litigation - Beach | Whitman 
| Cowdrey, a leading healthcare/elder abuse 
defense firm based in Camarillo, is seeking a 
certified paralegal. Interested candidates should 
have solid litigation/trial prep experience, 
possess excellent analytical, organizational, 
verbal and written communication skills, 
and have the ability to handle large discovery 
projects. Medical terminology/patient care 
records experience required. Excellent benefits.  
Great team environment. Salary DOE. Email 
résumé to: michele@beachwhitman.com. 

Probate Paralegal with Some Litigation 
Experience - Needed for small Westlake Village 
estate planning law firm. Great location and 
working environment. Benefits included. Fax 
résumé with salary requirements to (818) 338-
3287 or email to mreason@trustplanner.net. 

Legal Secretary Ventura - Fast paced litigation 
firm specializing in elder abuse law in downtown  
Ventura seeks professional, organized legal 
secretary with litigation experience. 2 attorneys, 
1 paralegal; small, friendly but busy office. 
Well versed in CCP, calendaring, working with 
attorney services, trial preparation procedures. 
WordPerfect, Time Matters software familiarity 
a plus. Fax résumé, writing sample, references 
and salary requirements to (805) 856-0320 or 
email: karen@n-nlaw.com.

SERVICES OFFERED

Retired Attorney - Wanting to assist lawyers 
with too much work but not wanting to 
hire a new associate. Boalt Hall, passed CPA  
exam, formerly General Counsel, Lewis Homes 
and title insurance executive. Documents,  
motions, briefs. Contact Oz Brazalton at (805) 
415-0095 or email obrazalton@yahoo.com.

Experienced Civil Attorney - Dynamic 
experienced civil plaintiff attorney with extensive 
litigation and trial experience seeks to associate 
or work as “of counsel” with law firm. Eugene 
D. Locken, D.O., J.D., (805) 962-0199;  
elocken@impulse.net. 

Office Space Available

Share a Moderately Large Law Office Suite 
- Across from the Courthouse, easy walking. 
Available space includes a spacious, large 
window office, conference room and library 
(to share), dedicated secretarial space and one 
additional interior office available for rent. Call 
(805) 650-9990. Located at 770 County Square 
Drive, Ventura. Available September 1, 2008. 

Office Space Available - Across from 
Government Center.  Located on second floor in 
a beautifully decorated suite. Conference room, 
copier, DSL, and other amenities available.  
Contact Lynn at (805) 650-1197.

Westlake Office for Rent - Great office in 
professional building. Friendly atmosphere.  
Services: conference room, receptionist, 
photocopy, mail, kitchen. $520. (805) 795-2211. 

Office Space Available - With additional space 
for secretarial at $550 with secretarial and  
$400 without. The office is located at 1280 
South Victoria Avenue, Suite 110, Ventura.   
Call (805) 650-1222.

Beautifully Restored Victorian - Near San 
Buenaventura Mission, across the street from 
Court of Appeal building, Ventura city landmark. 
Common reception area. Single office $650 per 
month. Two offices with private bathroom, 
$1,250 per month. Landlord pays utilities and 
janitorial. Call Don Parrish (805) 340-1204.

Rent 1-3 Offices - in elegant, upscale 
professional suite across from Court of Appeal. 
Price and lease term negotiable. Amenities: 
large high-speed copiers/printers, internet 
access, conference room. Reception area and 
secretarial space also available if needed. Call  
(805) 585-6000 or email karen@n-nlaw.com.
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Exec’s Dot…Dot…Dot…
By Steve Henderson, Executive Director, M.A., CAE

Michael Blaine Brooks has recently published 
a book entitled, “The Patent Protractor: A Tool 
for at Least One Prudent Business Planner.”  
Michael is extremely active in our IP community 
as a speaker and board member. He gave me a 
signed edition just after the last IP meeting in 
September, and it’s a pretty cool looking softback. 
In the Acknowledgments, Michael thanks many 
people, including local attorneys Chris Balzan 
(IP Chairperson), Glenn Dickinson, and Eric 
Aagaard (what are the chances of having a last 
name with seven letters, four of which are “a”?). 
You may get your copy ($25.99 price saves 
shipping and handling charges) by getting in 
touch with Mike at michael@brooksiplaw.com.  
Amazon too or www.patentprotractor.com.  Read 
a review at www.ieee-buenaventura.org...

Jackie Wright is a new momma again.  Kaitlyn 
Ann was born on August 31 at 2 in the 
afternoon. She weighs 7 pounds, 7 ounces and 
is 201/2 inches long. Mother and baby doing 
spectacularly. Daddy Winston and big sister 
Cassandra are well too…From Vasco Nuñez de 
Balboa to King Ferdinand V of Spain, 1513: 
“One thing I supplicate, your majesty: that you 
will give orders, under a great penalty, that no 
bachelors of law should be allowed to come here 
(to the new world); for not only are they bad 
themselves, but they also make and contrive a 
thousand iniquities.”… From Adlai Stevenson: 
“Law is not a profession at all, but rather a 
business service station and repair shop.”…Dick 
Norman attended the Ohio State v. USC fiasco 
9.13 from press box row.  Naturally, I took the 
Buckeyes…

DPD Jean Farley won the weight loss contest 
in the office and some significant cash for her 
efforts.  The contest was from January 7 to 
July 7 – that’s a long time to be hungry…From 
Winston Churchill:  “Men occasionally stumble 
over the truth, but most of them pick themselves 

up and hurry off as if nothing happened.”…A 
few new faces at Nordman Cormany Hair & 
Compton and let’s all welcome them to our legal 
community – Melissa Street, Brian Hefelfinger, 
Gannon Johnson, Darth Vaughn, and Peter 
Bromaghim…A German proverb: “Doctors 
purge the body, preachers the conscience, lawyers 
the purse.”...“Kiss the Good Old Boys” Club Bye 
Bye!”  F.A.R. stands for Female Attorneys Rock 
and they will begin meeting the first Monday of 
each month beginning 10.6.   Swhite@805lawyer.
com  for details…From John Mortimer: “No 
brilliance is required in law, just common sense 
and relatively clean fingernails.”…License Plate 
of the Month:  SOPIOR2, driven by Melissa 
Cohen on a Volvo SUV. “Something about 
singing”, Melissa states…

Brian Nomi will be beginning his second tour 
of duty starting in October. (Personally, this 
news just shocks me!) His Army Reserve Unit 
is going to Balad, Iraq for a year. Indeed, it was 
a surprise to Brian, who needed to close down 
his solo practice in 30 days. Brian also had to 
resign as President of the Asian American Bar. 
He may be reached at brainnomi@yahoo.com. 
or by going to his blog at briannomi.wordpress.
com. Leeton Lee will take over as president of 
VCAABA with the help of Dien Le and Mark 
Fang… Recommended Reading of the Month:  
Supreme Courtship, by Chris Buckley.  Twelve: 
286 pp., $24.99.  The son of William F. Buckley 
writes a fine piece of fiction with plenty of 
parallels including the currently sitting court, 
and you guessed it, references to Bush v. Gore, 
and the Coke can debacle too…From Ralph 
Waldo Emerson:  “The man for whom the law 
exists – the man of forms, the conservative – is 
a tame man.”…You are invited to a forum 
sponsored by the Gold Coast Chapter of the 
Federalist Society entitled, “Same-Sex Marriage 
in California: Legal Issues.”  It is being moderated 
by Judge Steven Hintz. The program is on the 
16th at 7:00 p.m. at CLU.  RSVP to Natalie 

Panossian at goldcoastfs@gmail.com...Hiking 
in the Lake Ediza area? Gabriele Lashly at 
gabrielelashly@yahoo.com, Wendy Lascher at 
wendy@lascher.com...

Kate Pietrolungo was appointed to the 
California Young Lawyers Association 
Board of Directors. Kate will be sworn-in at  
the State Bar’s annual meeting 9.27. She is 
currently president of Barristers and follows 
closely in the footsteps of Joel Villaseñor who 
served CYLA a couple years ago…Al Vargas has 
hung his hat at California Rural Legal Assistance 
(CRLA) as their new staff attorney. He may be 
reached at 805-483-8083. ...From The Rodent’s 
Guide to Lawyers: “Post Closing Syndrome 
(PCS). Temporary feeling of euphoria followed 
by extreme sense of uselessness after completing a 
major transaction.”…From District Court Judge 
Jackie Glass, presiding over the O.J. Simpson 
trial, to the attorneys: “The last thing you 
want me to do as the judge is to start losing my 
temper in front of the fine ladies and gentleman 
of the jury and having to deal with all of you. 
You’ve been warned, folks.”…In case you had 
not read it in this issue (see cover story), Glenn 
Campbell, 22 years with Lowthorp, Richards et 
al., is forming his own firm. He won’t be alone 
however, as a few others will follow when he’s 
settled in. “It’s a new day,” says Glenn.  He’ll 
set-up shop near the courthouse since he lives two 
blocks from the 800 S. Victoria address...

Steve Henderson has been the executive director 
and chief executive officer of the bar association 
and their affiliated organizations since November 
1990. Henderson will be dressed Halloween evening 
as a UCLA Bruin booster because his youngest 
son insists. Additionally, Henderson worked for 
a mayor of a small town from 1980 to 1990 and 
wonders silently if such experience qualifies him for  
Secretary of State or Director of the CIA. Steve may be  
reached at steve@vcba.org  24/7.
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