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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Matthew P. Guasco

August marks the end of summer and the 
beginning of fall.  When I think of August, 

I think of family vacations, back to school 
shopping, and harvests of various sorts. The 
arrival of August also signals that I’m in the 
home stretch of my term as VCBA President.  
So I thought I would give you a report on 
what we’ve achieved thus far and identify our 
remaining priorities for the year.

With the reliable management of Executive 
Director, Steve Henderson the VCBA’s focus 
continues to be providing services and value 
to our members. VCBA Sections and Affiliates 
provide a wide variety of MCLE and networking 
opportunities. Our recently upgraded website 
has added a number of features to benefit our 
members, including on-line MCLE, as well as 
an electronic version of Citations and the Legal 
Services Directory.  Attendance at the meetings 
of VCBA Sections and Affiliates continues to 
be excellent. In particular, the meetings of the 
Estate Planning and Probate, Barristers, and 
Ventura County Trial Lawyers are well-attended. 
All of VCBA’s sections and affiliates continue to 
do an outstanding job of meeting the needs of 
our members. Thanks to Wendy Lascher and 
her editorial board, Citations continues to be 
the best Bar Association monthly magazine in 
California. I’ve seen many of the other ones, and 
it’s not even a close call. And Citations operates 
at a profit.  

The Lawyer Referral Service continues to 
connect clients with lawyers in specific fields of 
expertise.  Over the years, the LRS has been one 
of the most successful services VCBA provides 
to both the public and our members. Clients 
receive an inexpensive, initial consultation from 
an attorney.  Our members have a source of new 
clients.  Steve Henderson, the VCBA Staff, and 
the LRS Board of Directors have operated the 
LRS efficiently and cost-effectively for years, and 
I have every faith it will continue to so function 
in the years to come.

The VCBA Board has been active and effective 
in representing the views and interests of 
our diverse legal community. The VCBA 
Board is comprised of men and women from 
both sides of the Conejo Grade, and from 
various walks of life, experiences, and law 
practices, including private practitioners as well  
as government lawyers. The following fields 
of law are represented on the VCBA Board: 
criminal (prosecution and defense), government 
and municipal, real estate, business, family, 
probate and trusts, appellate, ADR, land use, 
immigration, public interest, landlord/tenant 
and tort, to name a few. The VCBA Board is 
attentive to the views, needs and interests of all 
VCBA members.  

The Volunteer Lawyers Services Program, the  
non-profit organization affiliated with the 
VCBA, continues to find lawyers willing to 
represent clients on a pro bono basis. Verna Kagan 
continues to manage the program wonderfully 
with the assistance of an incomparable crew of 
Emeritus Attorneys, including Earl Price. The 
VLSP Board administers the program with 
the day-to-day assistance of the administrative 
staff of the VCBA. Several lawyers who have 
volunteered to represent clients through the 
VLSP in recent years have been honored by the 
State Bar for their public service. The VLSP 
continues to help lawyers help people gain access 
to justice. This is an honorable end in itself, 
but the VLSP also helps lawyers give back to 
their communities, which greatly improves the 
public’s perception of the legal profession.

The VLSP will be working with the Ventura 
Superior Court on a pilot program to provide 
volunteer lawyers to give limited scope advice 
and representation to parties in unlawful 
detainer cases. The idea is to have lawyers at 
the courthouse on designated days to advise 
unrepresented parties who qualify for pro bono 
services concerning pending unlawful detainer 
cases. These consultations will not occur on 
the day of the unlawful detainer trial, but 
beforehand.  It is anticipated that unrepresented 
parties will gain essential information and advice 
about their legal rights.  It is also hoped that the 
program will help settle a significant number 
of unlawful detainer cases without trial. That 
has been the experience of similar programs in 
other cities in the United States.  Tina Rasnow 
has spearheaded this program and deserves our 
thanks.

VCBA members, individually and through the 
VCBA Sections and Affiliates, have raised needed 
funds to help us continue to provide those in 

need with volunteer lawyers. In particular, under 
the leadership of Joe Strohman, and with the 
tremendous assistance of the VCBA staff and 
many volunteers, the Law Day 5-K Race raised 
over $4,000 for the VLSP. Additionally, you 
will notice that your July edition of Citations 
announced the formation of the VLSP Tribute 
Fund.  The Tribute Fund permits you to donate 
money to VLSP in the memory of a loved one, 
or to celebrate a graduation or anniversary, or to 
honor any other life event or individual.

We have begun the formation of a Community 
Outreach Committee of the VCBA. This 
standing committee will organize the VCBA’s 
efforts to connect with the communities we 
serve, with a particular emphasis on youth 
outreach. The Committee is chaired by Carmen 
Ramírez.  If you would like to become involved 
in the work of this Committee, contact 
Carmen or me. We will keep you posted on the 
Committee’s mission and projects.

There is not enough space in this column to 
summarize all the other great things we have 
accomplished this year.  I have highlighted only 
a few of them.  As much as we have achieved this 
year, however, there remain several significant 
objectives to accomplish before the end of  
the year.

First, the VCBA Board is in the process 
of forming the Website and Technology 
Committee. In close consultation with Steve 
Henderson, this Committee will oversee the 
VCBA website’s delivery of services to VCBA 
members in close consultation. The VCBA 
Board sees the website as an important tool for 
improving the delivery of services to all VCBA 
members.  The VCBA Board also believes the 
website is an important way to bridge the Conejo 
divide by providing greater connectivity and 
communication between lawyers throughout 
Ventura County.  

Second, the VCBA Board has decided to 
activate the dormant Bench Bar Committee.  
In years past, the Bench Bar Committee 
provided an important communication link 
between the leadership of the Court and the 
VCBA concerning issues of importance to 
the practice of law and the administration of 
justice. Renewing the Bench Bar Committee 
is a top priority.

Third, although we have done well to raise 
money for the VLSP this year, we need to do 
more. Our challenge between now and the end 
of the year is to raise at least $50,000 for the 

Continued in page 4
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Jury awards $12.5 million in death of bicyclist
The Ventura County Star reported that the award of damages involving a personal 
injury or wrongful death in Garvin v. Seigel was the highest ever in Ventura County. 

“I was pleased to have Telegenics as an integral part of my trial team. The jury 
responded well to the creative graphics used.” 

                           - Mark Hiepler, Law Offi ces of Hiepler and Hiepler

FOCUSED ON
WINNING

Telegenics Legal Video and Visual Litigation Support services allow 
attorneys and law fi rms to stay FOCUSED ON WINNING through every phase 

of a case – from Discovery through Trial or Settlement. For more than 26 
years, the experts at Telegenics have been relied upon to understand case 
objectives and develop end-to-end visual and presentation strategies to 

gain an edge and win the case…because there are 
no second impressions.

Our comprehensive trial consultation technologies and responsive services include:

  

T E L E G E N I C S
LEGAL VIDEO & VISUAL LITIGATION SUPPORT

805.981.3994
Ventura: 

Santa Barbara: 

“We successfully used Telegenics for synchronized video depositions which 
destroyed defendants’ credibility at trial. The jury did not believe a word the 

defendants said after we were through with them.”

- A. Barry Cappello, Cappello & Noel

VLSP.  The VLSP receives modest grant support 
and relies upon the gifts of VCBA members and 
the public.  As in years past, the VCBA Annual 
Dinner in November raises money for  the VLSP.  
We are in need of event sponsors and auction 
items for the Annual Dinner. We encourage 
local law firms and support services providers 
to become event sponsors. We also need 
donations of quality auction items, including 
artwork (original painting, photography or 
sculpture), travel packages, condominiums or 
vacation homes, fine wines, sports tickets (box 
seats and stadium club packages are particularly 
in demand), and upper end sports equipment 
(surf board, skis, golf clubs, tennis rackets). 
Contact Cheri Kurman if you can help as an 
event sponsor or auction item donor.
	
We can be proud of what we have accomplished 
and of the work we will continue to do together.  
Our efforts on behalf of our lawyer members, 
their clients, the law, the courts, and the public 
we serve have been fruitful and plentiful.  Not a 
bad yield in this harvesting time of year. 

Matthew P. Guasco is Of Counsel to the law firm 
of Norman Dowler, LLP, where he specializes in 
appellate litigation and select trial court litigation.  
He is also a private mediator and arbitrator of civil 
legal disputes. 	

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE continued 
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First of all, saying that Mr. McMurry 
adds a “voice of reason” to any debate is 

something like suggesting tigers have good 
table manners.  I suppose it is possible.  But 
anyone that is not a tiger at that table is likely 
to be eaten.  Like Mr. McQueen (the two are 
strikingly similar), Mr. McMurry delights in 
finding the best possible way to reframe the 
debate so that it bears no relationship to the 
real issues.  Should animals have standing? 
Of course. The law will eventually catch up 
with this concept, and whether someone is a 
cat-person, a dog-person, or a snake-person 
is irrelevant.  I am used to waiting for men 
to catch up with me.  And as Liana Johnsson 
suggested, some men are slowed down by those 
black robes they wear.  

Eventually, the animal rights naysayers will 
agree with me.  It may be on their death beds, 
in a last minute confession, but I am willing 
to wait. As long as they repent before they 
go to the great Dyslexic Dog in the sky that 
holds their fate in his paws, they will be fine.  
Until then, it’s fine with me if they claim I am 
incorrect.  As comedian Rita Rudner says, I 
don’t mind if men want me to say I’m wrong, I 
can do that all day.  I can say it because I know 

it’s not true.  Both McQueen and McMurry 
will undoubtedly say that such duplicity is a 
hallmark of women, but I will leave that for 
another column, another debate.  

Charles Darwin said “The love for all living 
creatures is the most noble attribute of man.” 
Clearly, Darwin had not met Mr. McQueen, 
unless Professor Darwin was talking about 
man’s eating habits. It was once noted that 
humans are more akin to a parasite on the 
planet itself than a species living in symbiosis 
with the earth.  Humans overrun all climate 
zones; they devour or destroy all natural 
resources, and they cause such environmental 
havoc that some areas are not habitable 
by man nor beast after they are through.  
Considering the brilliant job of stewardship 
we have accomplished since the advent of the 
industrial age in the 1800s, we might give 
the porpoises a chance. After all, according to 
renowned scientist Douglas Adams, they are 
(behind the mice) the most intelligent species 
on the planet.  

It has been said that a civilization can be judged 
by how it treats the least of its creatures. In 
the news just a few weeks ago, scientists were 

crowing about how they had amputated a 
chimpanzee’s arm, and that the chimp was 
now moving its new mechanical arm with its 
thoughts – a cyborg chimp.  While both Mssrs. 
McMurry and Mr. McQueen have willingly 
given me a hand on more than one occasion 
(for which I thank them now, publicly and 
profusely), I don’t think either of them would 
be willing to give their good right arm for the 
potential, the mere possibility, of improving 
the lives of amputees in the future. And we 
have to ask:  How many chimps lost their 
limbs before the Cyborg Chimp could move 
its mechanical fingers?  How much pain was 
inflicted on creatures whose DNA is so close 
to ours that it is difficult to see the difference?   
Jane Goodall was the featured speaker at last 
year’s State Bar Convention. There must be 
a link here somewhere. Ms. Goodall said, 
“Change happens by listening and then starting 
a dialogue with the people who are doing 
something you don’t believe is right.” Maybe 
that’s why I spend time talking with Mssrs. 
McQueen and McMurry. If I can bring a 
glimmer of tolerance to McQueen and perhaps 
a touch of environmental guilt to McMurry, 
then maybe I can be an instrument of change.  
Besides, they buy me lunch.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

ARNOLD BLEUEL
LaROCHELLE MATHEWS &

ZIRBEL LLP ATTORNEYS AT LAW

is pleased to announce the association of

Robert S. Krimmer
Mr. Krimmer was admitted to the California Bar in 2008 after graduating Valedictorian from 

Ventura College of Law where he received six Witkin Awards for Academic Excellence
and several merit scholarships.

During law school, Mr. Krimmer interned with the California Court of Appeal,
2nd District Division 6 and the Ventura County Counsel’s office, and was employed

by our firm as a nationally certified paralegal.

Mr. Krimmer’s practice will focus on business & real estate transactions,
land use issues, environmental compliance and public agency representation.

300 ESPLANADE DRIVE, SUITE 2100  /  OXNARD, CALIFORNIA 93036
TELEPHONE (805) 988-9886     FACSIMILE (805) 988-1937     WEBSITE: www.atozlaw.com
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I was encouraged to reply by my two favorite 
lawyers on this damaged planet (although 
neither understands animal rights any more 
than they believe women are equals), so I 
thought I would try to rise to the occasion.  
These two are brilliant and erudite and they 
make me laugh, an improbable and irresistible 
combination.  While I understand why I enjoy 
talking to them, I find it baffling why they talk 
to me.  After all, both of them believe that my 
ideals are hopelessly . . .  well, idealistic.  And 
wrong, deeply wrong.  From politics to the 
environment to male-female relations, these 
two men think I am misguided.  Animals should 
be dinner, not a love interest.  If people need 
houses, we should construct them, regardless 
of the consequences on such inconsequential 
things as fairy shrimp (incidentally, you can’t 
eat fairy shrimp).

So why do these two keep buying me lunch?  I 
would venture to say that it is because they are 
acting a lot like my dog.  Like my dog, they are 
always glad to see me.  Like my dog, they do 
not think harshly of me when I say something 
stupid.  Like my dog, when I am depressed they 
stick their nose in my affairs and try to cheer 
me up.  Like my cat, they have the ability to 
give me a single look that lets me know when 
I am a complete idiot.  

I know that I will be accused of personalizing 
this debate. I am not discussing the over-
arching policies concerning the rights of living 
beings to be free from torture, or their rights 
of access to food and water, but rather the 
McLawyers’ personality traits.  McQueen went 
so far as to say that is “so typical” of animal 
rights advocates, to respond by reference to 
personalities, instead of maintaining an arm’s 
length from the emotions entangled in this 
debate.  In all great movements, as in all great 
art, emotions are part of the equation.  It is 
our ability to feel empathy that allows us to 
create justice. The Anglo-American judicial 
system is not without empathy or emotion.  
While we have established constraints to keep 
decision-making on a more intellectual level, 
the search for what is “fair” and “just” is the 
driving force.  

As Darwin said, we humans have the ability to 
appreciate other species.  It is this appreciation, 
this empathy, that supports the animal rights 
movement.  It may be hopelessly idealistic 
to believe that someday, humans can be as 
kind as my Labrador, a huge black goofball 
named Mushu (after the dragon in “Mulan,” 
the Disney movie, not the Chinese burrito).  

But I think the animal rights movement, 
like the environmental movement, the civil 
rights movement, the gay rights movement, 
etc., appeals to the best part of us.  It asks us 
to challenge what has been said and repeated 
throughout history.  Rather than quote and 
repeat what has been said before, the animal 
rights movement asks us to create a new 
dialogue, one in which we live in harmony with 
other species, one in which we are kind.  

These two men are, despite their reputations, 
kind to the core of their beings.  If these two 
fearful litigators, rude, arrogant and imposing 
at the best of times, have within them the heart 
of Gandhi, then – despite my fears and my 
heart-stopping angst over the future of society 
– we may have a chance.  

Just don’t let them near your pet.  They have 
recipes.

Kate Neiswender

 
Court Appointed Receiver/Referee 

 

“Mr. Nielson is more than just a pretty face.  
 He is one of our best receivers.” 

 
(Hon. John J. Hunter, October 9, 1999)

 
 
The Superior Court has appointed Mr. Nielson in over 350 cases 
involving the sale of real property, partnership or business 
dissolutions, partition actions and matters requiring a referee. 

 
 

LINDSAY F. NIELSON 
Attorney at Law 

 
Member – California Receiver Forum 

 
 

770 County Square Drive, Ventura, CA 93003 
(805) 658-0977
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Private and Panel Mediator for Ventura, Santa Barbara
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Personal Injury • Real Estate • Contracts
Business Disputes • Construction Defect

Employment • Neighborhood Issues
Wills, Trusts & Probate • Landlord/Tenant

Collections • Professional Malpractice

Paul Bielaczyc
Mediator

Paul Bielaczyc
Mediator
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EAR TO THE WALL  
Ellen J. Hirvela, collaborative attorney 
and divorce mediator, has relocated to 
Camarillo, at the Ventura Center for 
Dispute Settlement. 1200 Paseo Camarillo, 
Suite 170-B, Camarillo, California 93010.   
(805) 482-9340.  www.hirvelalaw.com. 

Sabrina D. Sanders has joined the Oxnard 
office of Wasserman, Comden & Casselman, 
effective July 15th.   Sabrina was formerly 
a research attorney for the Los Angeles 
Superior Court in its Complex Litigation 
division. James E. Perero will be joining the 
Oxnard WCC office as an associate attorney 
effective September 3rd. Camarillo resident 
Heather Kanny will be joining WCC’s 
Tarzana office as an associate, effective  
July 29th.

Deborah E. Jurgensen is pleased to 
announce the opening of her law office at 
674 County Square Drive, Suite 101 C, 
Ventura, California 93003. (805) 701-6330.

Ken Moes
Now Offering Mediation Services & 

Litigation Strategy Consultations

kmoes@archbald.com      805.564.2070

Professional Services Since 1960

 805.564.2081 
www.archbald.com

EX PER IENCE T H E VA LU E  
OF EX PER IENCE

FO R M O R E I N F O R M AT I O N,  V I S I T  www.archbald.com O R C A L L  Dyan AT  805.564.2070 ext. 111

AS_Citations_HalfH.indd   1 6/25/08   11:59:06 AM
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A Division of Pacific Capital Bank, N.A., Member FDIC

As Local as 
the Courthouse.

www.sbbt.com

PRIVATE WEALTH MANAGEMENT 

 INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT 

 TRUST SERVICES 

 PRIVATE BANKING

Suzanne Chadwick
Senior Vice President 
Regional Manager

805.676.7557

COMMERCIAL BANKING GROUP

 FINANCING SOLUTIONS

 ADVISORY SERVICES

 TREASURY SERVICES

Stacy Peterson
Senior Vice President 
Regional Manager

805.373.0242

YO U  C A N  B A N K  O N  I T .YO U  C A N  B A N K  O N  I T .

sbt1182CitationsMagAd_fnl.indd   1 4/21/08   2:57:42 PM
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IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT IT HITS YOU —
“Oh no! Did I miss a deadline?”

Relax! Just use Deadlines On Demand (“DOD”), the
nationwide legal calculation service. Even at 3 AM,
you can check DOD’s website to see your deadlines. 

DOD is fast, inexpensive and accurate. It’s powered
by CompuLaw®—the same rules-based calendar
technology used by the big firms for decades.

With DOD there’s no need to buy, install and learn
expensive and complex software. The DOD website
is fast and easy to use, so you save countless hours
of time. Simply charge your credit card for the results,
and bill the minimal fee as a research charge.

You can also import the results to Outlook® or any
application that supports iCalendar files.

Think about it—no more worries about calendar vs.
court days, local vs. federal holidays, or counting
backwards and forwards. DOD does it all for you.

Protect your clients and your firm—DOD all of your
dates—and sleep better at night!

(888) 363-5522 | www.deadlines.com

The Premier 
Legal Deadline
Calculation ServiceSM

"DID I MISS A DEADLINE?"

It hits you at 3 AM:

Better check DOD!

Copyright © 2008, Deadlines On Demand LLC, all rights reserved. U.S. and foreign patents pending. Deadlines On Demand® and CompuLaw® are a registered trademark of CompuLaw LLC.

For a FREE PREVIEW: Use Promo Code VCBA2008

Sometimes numbers are 
the only prints left behind.
Arxis Financial is a proven forensic accounting and litigation 

specialist. We will examine the financial data and help you 

determine the “bottom line.” Arxis provides financial and 

valuation analysis needed to resolve a variety of legal disputes 

from family court to civil, criminal, and probate courts. In many 

cases our experts can help you reach a settlement. If trial or 

arbitration is required we give you the support you need to win.

www.arxisfinancial.com
805.306.7890
Chris Hamilton, CPA, CFE, CVA

chamilton@arxisgroup.com
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Pueblo Radiology
SANTA BARBARA

2320 Bath St., Suite 113
Santa Barbara, CA 93105

 tel: (805) 682-7744
 fax: (805) 682-3321

•
Pueblo Radiology

VENTURA
4516 Market St., Bldg. 1A

Ventura, CA 93003
 tel: (805) 654-8170
 fax: (805) 654-8173

•
www.puebloradiology.com

Your Trusted Experts

Pueblo Radiology provides state of the art diagnostic imaging facilities
and expert radiologists.  Get the advantage that comes from thoughtful 
application of latest radiology procedures and technology.

Case Evaluation Consultation 

 Choose the Correct Medical Imaging Procedure for Your Case 
 Review and Analysis of Prior Imaging Procedures 
 Prompt Reports 

Board Certified Radiologists are Sub-Specialty Trained 

 Neurological Imaging   MSK Imaging
 Body Imaging    Interventional Imaging Procedures

 

Operates Full Outpatient Imaging Facilities in Santa Barbara
and Ventura Providing Local State-of the-Art Diagnostics:

 MRI         CT         Ultrasound         Fluoroscopy         X-ray

Expert Radiology Services & Support
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IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT IT HITS YOU —
“Oh no! Did I miss a deadline?”

Relax! Just use Deadlines On Demand (“DOD”), the
nationwide legal calculation service. Even at 3 AM,
you can check DOD’s website to see your deadlines. 

DOD is fast, inexpensive and accurate. It’s powered
by CompuLaw®—the same rules-based calendar
technology used by the big firms for decades.

With DOD there’s no need to buy, install and learn
expensive and complex software. The DOD website
is fast and easy to use, so you save countless hours
of time. Simply charge your credit card for the results,
and bill the minimal fee as a research charge.

You can also import the results to Outlook® or any
application that supports iCalendar files.

Think about it—no more worries about calendar vs.
court days, local vs. federal holidays, or counting
backwards and forwards. DOD does it all for you.

Protect your clients and your firm—DOD all of your
dates—and sleep better at night!

(888) 363-5522 | www.deadlines.com

The Premier 
Legal Deadline
Calculation ServiceSM

"DID I MISS A DEADLINE?"

It hits you at 3 AM:

Better check DOD!

Copyright © 2008, Deadlines On Demand LLC, all rights reserved. U.S. and foreign patents pending. Deadlines On Demand® and CompuLaw® are a registered trademark of CompuLaw LLC.

For a FREE PREVIEW: Use Promo Code VCBA2008
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Accident Reconstruction
“I approach forensic engineering 
not as a narrow vocational activity
but as a scientific inquiry.”

Marc A. Firestone
Ph.D.

Combines over 20 years of experience as a professional research 
scientist with a 40 year old forensic engineering firm. I have handled
hundred of cases in:

Objective Analysis and Scientific Integrity

■ Vehicular accident reconstruction
■ Slip/Trip falls
■ Product defects
■ Fires
■ Unusual cases requiring 
  a broad scientific background

300 Esplanade Drive
Suite 1180
Oxnard, CA 93036

Phone: 	(805) 388-7123
Fax: 	 (805) 988-4948
E-Mail:	 fireball@mailaps.org

VCTLA President, Dennis Neil Jones pictured with State Champion Mock Trial Team Members 
From La Reina High School:  Back Row (left to right) Angela Peate, Amanda Turk, Amanda 
Mundell, Erika Harlacher, Lauren Dansey, Nayantara Bhushan.  Second Row (left to right) Alexa 
Shaw, Katie Williams, Caitlyn Hardy, Christina Sinner.

MOCK TRIAL DREAM TEAM
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Since I was a little boy I have loved cars.  
I subscribed to six car magazines. It was 

always my dream to write for Autoweek or Road 
& Track.  (Un?)fortunately, I became a lawyer.  
But when I started writing for Citations, I 
realized I could be a lawyer and still get to drive 
and write about fun cars.  

The car I had my eye on was the Infiniti G37S.  
After I explained the concept behind my article 
to the folks at Team Infiniti in Oxnard, they 
initially commented that lawyers have families, 
and the G37S – with its 330 hp engine,  
rear-wheel-drive, and two doors – might not 
be a car for the typical Ventura County lawyer.  
In the end, however, they were kind enough 
to trust me with a brand-new example of  
this road demon for an overnight visit.

My initial impression was that the car  looked 
much better than its predecessor, the G35 
coupe. While I had never driven the earlier 
car, I heard that it was fun to drive, but its 
design needed freshening. The G37S, especially 
the Obsidian Black example I drove, with its 
19-inch wheels, looked more than fresh – it 
was way cool.

When I got behind the wheel I found the sport 
seats, with their perforated, creamy leather 
surface and snug-fitting side bolsters, to be 
the highlight. The steering wheel was also very 
comfortable, and its thickness was deserving of 
a car with so much power.  

I also played at length with the navigation 
system, which was  intuit ive .  For 

comparison, I have used iDrive from 
BMW.  The Infiniti’s ease of use blew 

its competitor away.  There is even a 
trick back-up camera, so those of us 
lawyers who have sore necks from 
talking on the phone all day don’t 
have to turn our heads backwards 
when driving in reverse.  

I toyed with the sound system, and 
it was far better than anything 
I had ever used before in a car.  
There is a hard drive located 
in the dashboard, so when you 
insert a compact disc into the 
player, you can record its onto 
the car’s hard drive. Apparently 
you can store up to 2,900 songs 
on this system.  This was so cool 
that I left some Miles Davis on 

the hard drive for the eventual 
purchaser.

I tested out the back seats and, as in any 
two-door coupe, getting into them was not 
the easiest task.  However, the seats were very 
comfortable, though head room was an issue.  
For short trips, sitting in the back seats would 
not be too difficult for average-size adults.  The 
back seats would be more than comfortable  
for our children.

The G37S is the top-of-the-line G37. Its 
standard equipment includes auto on/off 
headlights, the trick compact disc player, the 
sport seats, dual-zone automatic temperature 
control, 19-inch wheels, a sport-tuned 
suspension, huge brakes, the driver-friendly 
steering wheel, and a six-speed manual 
transmission with a short-throw shifter.  Family 
guys or gals who would prefer an automatic 
transmission might consider the base G37 
Coupe or the G37 Coupe Journey, but those 
cars do not have all of the same sporty options, 
unless you purchase the sport package on the 
Coupe Journey.

Standard safety features include front, side, and 
roof mounted airbags, ABS brakes, traction 
control, and a tire pressure monitoring system.  
My car was also equipped with adaptive cruise 
control.  

Lawyers may be all about their families, but 
sometimes we just want to have fun. The 
G37S allows us to do just that. Under the 
hood is a 3.7L V-6 that cranks out 330 hp and 
270 ft-lbs of torque.  The car weighs roughly 
3700 pounds. Fuel economy is fairly good 
considering the power of the engine and large 
sport tires – 17 mpg city, 26 mpg highway.

When I pulled the car off the lot at Team 
Infiniti, I made sure to remain safe, but this 
was a test drive and I had to test the car. I am 
not saying that I broke the speed limit, but I 
am saying I had a blast.  Off the line, the G37S 
was not as fast as I expected with its large V-6, 
but the true glory comes once the car is already 
rolling. Passing on the freeway, if you are not 
ginger-footed, will throw you back into the seat 
like few other cars.  I could not get enough of 
that sensation.  Each time I accelerated past a 
car it brought a huge grin to my face.  

If I have one small quibble about this car it 
is the steering feel. While very good, it was 
a little too over-boosted for my liking. But it 
didn’t stop me from cutting some nice turns 
around Ventura. 

The G37S is a great car at a great price.  The 
base G37 starts at $34,900.  The G37S starts 
at $36,100. My G37S had every option, 
except for the probably unnecessary four-
wheel steering, and it was on sale for $44,395, 
including destination and handling charges.   
A comparably equipped BMW 335i Coupe, 
the G37S’s main competitor (but with 30 fewer 
horsepower) will set you back $52,620.  While 
I have not yet driven the 335i (maybe that will 
be my next review?), it better be far superior to 
justify a price difference of over $6,000.  

In the final analysis, the G37S is a lot of car 
for the money. Is it the right car for Ventura 
County lawyers? It might well be, even for 
those with a family. If you would like to take 
one out for a spin, contact Tom Flannigan at 
Team Infiniti in Oxnard, (805) 415-4522.  Tell 
him that you read about the car in Citations.

Michael Strauss is part 
of the Strauss Law Group 
inVentura.

Advocates And Their Automobiles: An Impressive Infiniti 
By Michael A. Strauss
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Group and Individual Health Insurance 
Business and Personal Life Insurance

(805) 497-7407   Fax: (805) 494-1363

Disability Income Insurance 
Business Overhead Expense

(805) 496-5537   Fax: (805) 496-5598

A       ... V C B 
A    I  F P  
     . T   

    ,       
 . T        , ,  
, -  ,   . Y   
S  C B       . 

Lic. #0740274

Lic. # 0688916

Registered Representative Park Avenue Securities (PAS), 7 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004. Securities products and services offered 
through PAS, 1-888-600-4667, Member FINRA. PAS is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of The Guardian Life insurance Company 
of America. Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America, New York, NY and other fine insurance companies.

Securities offered through a registered represented of Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., Member FINRA.
Branch Office: 100 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 152, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 • (805) 496-4600

Barry A. Cane

Michael P. Kenney*, CLU

240 Lombard St., #100, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

www.kenneyins.com
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Mindy H. McQueen

DUI DEFENSE & DMV ISSUES
My practice is limited to DUI defense in Ventura County

and statewide DMV hearings. 

Much can be done to help drivers with the following DMV issues:

Negligent Operator – possible license suspension due to excessive 
points.

Administrative Hearings – to contest the loss of a license.

Administrative Per Se Hearings – held in conjunction with a DUI arrest.

Lack of Skill – a driver can’t pass the written or driving test.

Physical and Mental – Emergency personnel (police, ambulance, etc.), 
medical professionals, or family members report concerns about the 
driver’s ability to drive safely to the DMV.

The public law library is one of the  
few places where lawyers can get free  

tutoring from someone with a master’s  
degree in library science. No grades, no  
judgments, and no stress; it’s quite a  
deal and a luring temptation, but I often  
wonder whether I can justify the expense of 
going there. After weighing the cost of gas  
and being away from the phone, usually I  
decide no–my office library is good enough 
to get the job done.
 
“There is not such a cradle of democracy upon  
the earth as the Free Public Library, this  
republic of letters, where neither rank nor office,  
nor weight receives the slightest consideration.” 
(Andrew Carnegie–1835-1919)
 
On July 15, 2008 the Ventura County 
Law Library hosted an open house to  
demonstrate its new online catalog and other  
electronic resources. Jane Meyer, the library’s 
director, sent me an email reminder. I had 
previously thrown away the flyer (too busy) 
but Ms. Meyer’s personal invitation prompted 
me to quit work early and visit. Driving to 
Ventura in mid-afternoon felt kind of like 

playing hooky. To mitigate my guilt I took a 
short detour to Green Thumb Garden Shop 
and purchased some fertilizer. Perhaps TLC 
for the garden would help offset my carbon 
footprint.
 
“If you have a garden and a library, you have 
everything you need.” (Cicero 106-43 BC)
 
By the time I arrived at the library, CEB  
representatives had already left for the day. 
No problem. Five library employees were 
standing by to give tours to patrons who  
arrived late.
 
After I received my new library card, I 
was shown the new automated circulation  
system. I learned how to browse the library’s 
stacks and renew books from my own  
computer. Then Ms. Meyer explained how 
to determine (remotely) whether each book 
is actually in the library. After five minutes 
of open house my eyes were opened to a 
valuable timesaver–no more rummaging for 
books already checked out. Data for each  
library book’s status is now available online 
at http://www. vencolawlib.org.

“The closest we will ever come to an   
orderly universe is a good library.”  
(Ashleigh Brilliant 1933-)
 
As Ms. Meyer was showing me one of  
the public computer terminals, a sudden blast 
of music came from a nearby web browser. 
Meyer quickly got up and admonished the 
offending patron and demonstrated how to 
shut off the audio. She then explained how she 
must deal with competing interests between 
passersby and busy attorneys. Recreational 
web browsing is allowed (space permitting) 
but Meyer invokes the “one hour” rule if  
it becomes necessary to eject a looky-loo in 
favor of a lawyer.
 
“Whatever the costs of our libraries, the price is 
cheap compared to that of an ignorant nation.” 
(Walter Cronkite 1916-)
 
Ms. Meyer taught me how to email excerpts  
to myself while I tried various features of 
Westlaw, Shepard’s Citations and CEB.  
The collection was awesome. As a solo  
practitioner, I could not afford even one of  
these subscriptions, let alone all of them.
 

VC Law Library, a Public Treasure
By Karen Darnall
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www.californianeutrals.org

Mr. Carrington is “very knowledgeable.  Insurance companies
respect his opinion.  Extensive trial experience (ABOT), excellent
mediator, fair, objective arbitrator.  Extraordinarily capable and
forthcoming with efforts and involvement.  He is very thorough

and fair.”  Quote from 2006 Consumer Lawyers Evaluations
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See page 24

I asked Ms. Meyer about her background 
and her methods of negotiating contracts 
for books and electronic media. Jane G. 
Meyer received her MLIS at UCLA in 
1977 and then started working as a refer-
ence librarian at the Ventura County Public  
Library system.  Later on she became  the 
acquisitions librarian.  By the time Ventura 
County Law Library hired Meyer in 1995, 
she had considerable experience in balancing 
budgets and dealing with book vendors. 
 
“The richest person in the world–in fact all the 
riches in the world–couldn’t provide you with 
anything like the endless, incredible loot avail-
able at your local library.” (Malcolm Forbes 
1917-1990)
 
All 58 of California’s county law libraries  
operate under Business & Professions Code 
§§ 6300, et seq. as independent public  
agencies. The Code prescribes a method 
of distributing funding that is collected 
from civil filing fees. Ventura (a mid-sized 
county) receives $32 per initial filing, while  
behemoth Los Angeles County consumes 
almost 75% of all the money collected for 
California law libraries.
 
VC Law Library’s ’08-’09 budget allows 
$325,400 for print media and $61,500 
for electronic subscriptions. According to  
Ms. Meyer, the electronic collection is “not 
your typical package” and the print collection 
places “heavy emphasis” on attorney practice 
guides such as Rutter, CEB and Matthew 
Bender.
 
“He that revels in a well-chosen library has in-
numerable dishes, and all of admirable flavor.” 
(William Godwin 1756-1836)
 
I came away with the impression that VC 
Law Library is an unappreciated treasure. So 
I will be driving there more often despite the 
rising price of gas.  
 

Karen Darnall practices 
in Camarillo.
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In  the July issue of CITATIONS a section 
called “VLSP Tribute Fund” suggested 

donations to honor birthdays, anniversaries, 
special awards, graduations, engagements, 
marriages, new babies or in memory.   My 
husband and I received such an honor, and 
our special celebration was highlighted by this 
recognition as well as by the financial benefit 
to VLSP, Inc. 
            
Donations to VLSP, Inc. are tax deductible.  
They do not have to be large; every contribution 
helps keep VLSP providing services to those in 
need.  Send a check to the Bar office at 4475 
Market Street in Ventura, 93003, or call (805) 
650-7599.

The State Bar is attempting to streamline the 
Emeritus Attorney Pro Bono Participation 
Program.  One proposal is to change the title 
of the program to Pro Bono Practice Program.  
Because of the way we are structured,  we have 
decided not to change our name. 

One objective is to reach a significant number 
of attorneys who are planning to take temporary 
or permanent leave from active practice of law 
within the first five to ten years of practice 
such as attorneys who take time off  to have 
children, care for elderly relatives or pursue 
other interests. The advantage to this idea is 
that such attorneys would be able to receive an 
active Bar card at no cost so long as they worked 
exclusively for a state-recognized program such 
as ours.  MCLE credit would still be required, 
but offered free at the State Bar meetings.  
 
Please consider this new offer if you are 
planning early or temporary retirement.  You 
are welcome to call me if you would like further 
information.
                
Verna Kagan, is the VLSP Senior Emeritus 
Attorney.

PRO BONO 
HIGHLIGHTS
ByVerna Kagan

Upscale Office Space
for the Attorney.

NOW LEASING

• Full-Time Office Space
• Part-Time Office Space
• Virtual Office Plans
• Video Conferencing

1000 Town Center Dr., Ste. 300
 Oxnard, CA 93036

805-351-3700 
www.rpexecutivesuites.com
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Law blogs (sometimes called “blawgs”) 
are ubiquitous.  Blawg.com tracks more 

than 2200 of them, over 1300 of which it 
terms “active,” and the ABA Journal catalogs 
law blogs in more than 100 categories 
ranging from administrative law to workers 
compensation.  They’re written by lawyers, 
judges, professors, law students, lawyers, and 
even lay people.  There’s even a blog called 
Real Lawyers Have Blogs – written, perhaps 
unsurprisingly, by the founder of a company 
that sets up blogs for lawyers. 

Put succinctly (and somewhat inadequately), 
a blog is a website that publishes a series 
of “posts,” or short articles.  The blogger 
usually writes within a given subject area.  
Many blogs allow readers to leave their own 
comments in response to posts.  If you’re 
unfamiliar with law blogs, I suggest you click 
around the ABA Journal Blawg Directory 
(http://www.abajournal.com/blawgs/) to 
read some.

In Big Tech for Small Firms (California Lawyer, 
July 2008), columnist Tom McNichol gives 
this short answer to the question of whether 
small firm attorneys should start a blog:  
“Don’t!” Clearly, that advice isn’t appropriate 
for everyone.  My experience may help you 
decide if it is appropriate for you.

I started my law blog, The California Blog 
of Appeal, on April 30, 2007, primarily as a 
marketing tool.  I’ve had my blogging ups 
and downs over these nearly 15 months.

Time Commitment

The time you’ll need to maintain your 
blog will depend largely on what you want 
your blog to be. If your blog is nothing 
more than a hobby, you can set your own 
hours rather easily. If you’re trying to be an 
attorney resource or publishing your blog as 
a marketing tool, count on a substantial time 
commitment.  Typically, you will spend time 
writing your own reporting or commentary, 
searching for topics to write about, and 
looking for content elsewhere on the internet 
that you can link to. 

It’s likely you’ll only have a good idea of the 
time required once you’ve been blogging 

for a while and have settled into a rhythm. 
You’ll learn to do everything – researching, 
reading, writing – faster.  You’ll be motivated 
to do so; no one is paying you hourly while 
you blog!

It took me a while to make my blogging 
time manageable.  I’ve spent many hundreds 
of hours on nearly 600 posts in the last 15 
months, many in the middle of the night, 
and the initial time commitment was huge.  
I started looking for blog material through a 
daily review of every new published opinion 
in California and from the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals!  I still do that, but I’ve 
learned to review the cases far more quickly 
and to be far more selective in what I write 
about.  I’m down to about an hour a day 
spent on the blog.

Marketing Potential

Emphasis on the word potential.  

Some prominent law bloggers swear they get 
loads of work from readers of their blogs, but 
my experience has been very different. As a 
lawyer focusing principally on appeals and 
writs, the target market of my blog and other 
marketing is other attorneys as much as (or 
more than) the actual parties to a lawsuit. 
Yet, virtually every client prospect who has 
found me through the blog has been a pro 
se litigant without money or someone who 
spent their last dime on their trial attorney.  
Some marketing!

Does the blog get me some recognition for 
expertise in appellate work? Sure. Other 
lawyers occasionally call or e-mail me for 
my thoughts on an appeal-related issue. 
And I receive the occasional note from 
other appellate practitioners and count a few 
appellate lawyers at prominent firms among 
my regular readers.  This hasn’t translated 
into much money but, like any other form of 
networking, it takes time to develop fruit.

For my blog, some adjustment is needed 
if it is to be a successful marketing tool.  I 
am starting to update the blog less regularly 
and spend more time figuring out how to 
use it to my advantage in advertising to 
other lawyers.  I spend less time on the blog, 

but it substitutes in large part for article 
authorship, and the blog is a fixed, ever-
growing site for one-stop shopping to see my 
writing and analytical skills. It also serves as 
a way to link to my law office website and to 
my more conventional published articles.

Based solely on my experience, I believe that 
blogging has the best marketing potential 
for lawyers who handle a lot of contingent 
fee litigation.  Take a look at some personal 
injury law blogs, for example, and you’ll see 
that they often cover hazards or defective 
products already in the public eye, meaning 
people are likely to be searching for content 
about them.  An excellent example of a 
niche personal injury blog is the Biker Law 
Blog, published by an attorney who handles 
motorcycle accident cases.  I suspect it 
attracts many of the right readers – bikers 
looking for a lawyer.

My experience, however, is not necessarily 
typical. I recommend you check out some 
success stories at Real Lawyers Have Blogs 
(http://kevin.lexblog.com) before you decide 
whether or not to blog.

Professional and Personal Satisfaction

So, when your blog isn’t working as an 
effective marketing tool and you’re devoting 
a lot of time to it, what’s the payoff?  
Well, part of it is a sense of personal and 
professional satisfaction.

Let me be more blunt:  Ego can keep you 
blogging, at least in the short term, even 
when there seems little other reason to 
continue.  I’ve received some nice accolades 
from well-known bloggers.  I’ve been linked 
to by 59 other blogs.  And it’s fun to watch 
the number of “hits” and subscribers go 
up almost monthly, and to witness the 
occasional spike in traffic because of a link 
from a nationally-recognized blog.

Yet, professional recognition remains mainly 
a means to an end. My initial motivation 
– marketing – remains my primary one.  I 
will keep adjusting until, hopefully, I find 
the right formula. Surely, a well-heeled 
client – or a lawyer representing one – will 
eventually find my blog and be impressed by 
my appellate brilliance!

The Blog and Short of It
By Greg May
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 Robert Bayer

Joseph Beltran

Paul Blatz

Sandra Bolker

Terry Anne Buchanan

Ed Buckle

Rebbecca Calderwood

Michael Christiano

Steve Debbas

Tom Hutchinson

Pat Lamas

Jan Loomis

Patti Mann

Jeanne McNair

Paul Miller

Steve Mitnick

Herman Mora

Mark Nelson

Marsha Niedens

Gary Norris

Michael Percy

David Praver

Richard Rabbin 

Donna Santo

David Schwartz

Sylvia Soto

*Holly Spevak - In memoriam

Randall Sundeen

Richard Taylor

Terry Viele

www.collaborativefamilylawyers.com

ssecorp evitaroballoc a otni wal ylimaf gnimrofsnarT 

Collaborative Family Law 
Professionals 

 Private
 No court battles
 Collaborative

 Creative
 Win-win climate
 Clients in charge

 Faster
 Child sensitive

Allied Professionals
Mental Health Professionals

James Cole, Ph.D. 

Deborah Huang, LCSW

Silvia Leidig, LCSW

Accountants

Susan Carlisle, CPA

Wayne Lorch, CPA

Financial Consultant

Helen Bass, CSA

 Collaborative Family Lawyers, Inc.

Collaborative Family Lawyers

For some, personal and professional 
satisfaction – not necessarily ego – might 
be one of the principal reasons to blog.  
Heck, it might even be one of the better 
reasons to start a blog, especially if you are 
passionate about a niche area of the law.  
And satisfaction doesn’t necessarily require 
huge readership.

Getting Started

So, if your interest is piqued, how do you 
get started?  I recommend you download the 
resource list that I handed out at my April 
2008 presentation to the VCBA Business 
Litigation Section.  To do so, go to my blog 
(http://www.calblogofappeal.com) and click 
on the “VCBA Resource List” link near the 
top of the left sidebar.  You’ll find links to 
free blogging services, blog directories, and 
other helpful sites.

If, after doing so, you have the urge to blog 
but are worried about whether you’ll keep 
it up – as McNichol writes, “Far better to 
have no blog at all than to have one that 
was last updated eight months ago” – there 
are ways to keep your blog private until 
you’ve decided you have the stamina to 
maintain it.

The bottom line: if you’ve got the time and 
either have a passion for a niche area or a plan 
to leverage your blog as a marketing tool . . . 
go for it!  And work things out as you go.

Greg May is a 
solo practitioner in 
Oxnard. His practice 
focuses on civil and 
criminal writs and 
appeals and select civil 
litigation.
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See page 12See page 19

LRIS
LAWYER REFERRAL

& INFORMATION 
SERVICE 

LRIS Needs More 
Attorneys In The 
Following Areas:

Civil Rights

Education Law

Government Benefits

Intellectual Property

Taxation Law

Tenant Rights

Malpractice

*East County 
Attorneys  in all areas

*Spanish speaking
 in all areas

NEED CLIENTS?
Become a Member and let 
the LRIS get clients for you!

For more information 
call Alex Varela

(805) 650-7599
www.vcba.org 
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(805) 485-2700  Fax (805) 485-2751
Email: irmmediation@aol.com

A trial lawyer for over 35 years, I have successfully tried and settled 
the million and multi-million dollar cases.  My experience and training 
will help settle your case. 

IRWIN R. “ROB” MILLER ESQ.
M E D I AT I O N   •   A R B I T R AT I O N

Want to settle that case? 

300 Esplanade Drive, Suite 1760, Oxnard, CA 93036

a

Jim Mackelburg
SRA, ASA, IFA 888-520-0225   www.Mackelburg.com

Br

A
For r

eal a e Service , c
Your “All In One” Professional Real Estate Source

When you need a Professional  Real Estate Appraiser, Broker or Loan O�cer  
for your Estate, Divorce  Probate, or other Real Estate issues, look to Jim Mackelburg  
who is a professionally designated member of the Appraisal Institute, American  
Society of Appraisers, and National Association of Independent Fee Appraisers  
(3 professional designations).

Jim has passed the California State Probate Referee Exam, and is also a member of  
the American Bar Association, and the Ventura County Bar Associations, along with  
being a Realtor and Broker member of NAR and CAR. Jim has also served as a  
strong Expert witness in State and Federal Courts, and has the ability to address  
matters in which real estate and valuation plays a central role, including:

When you seek solutions to real estate problems Jim has the Knowledge, Expertise, and  
Integrity to ascertain your needs, and assist you in making smart real estate decisions.  
Make a smart decision by selecting , a designated professional on  
your side. With Knowledge, Experience, Integrity on your side, Jim can support all your 
professional real estate needs, 

MJB_Ad.indd   1 10/17/07   2:32:59 PM
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Your Clients’ Divorces Can Be 
Dignified, Respectful and Constructive

(not to mention much less expensive and much less stressful)

In your practice you see the devastation of divorce litigation. With the  
protocols of Collaborative Practice and Mediation we do much better for 
our clients. Every day. I can help your divorcing clients (as I have helped 
many others over the course of the last 8 years) to protect themselves from 
the trauma and expense of the adversarial system.

Helping your divorcing clients negotiate the rapids and shoals of divorce safely and with dignity.

Your Clients' Divorces Can Be 

Dignified, Respectful and Constructive
(not to mention much less expensive and much less stressful)

 In your practice you see the devastation of divorce litigation.  With the protocols of Collaborative Practice and 

Mediation we do much better for our clients.  Every day.  I can help your divorcing clients (as I have helped many others 

over the course of the last 8 years) to protect themselves from the trauma and expense of the adversarial system.  

                                                                                 

DAVID P. SCHWARTZ, J.D., CFLS, AV Rated

Collaborative Family Law and Mediation

dpsfamilylaw.com

Helping your divorcing clients negotiate the rapids and shoals of divorce safely and with dignity.

I welcome your referrals and also  the opportunity to consult with you about these alternatives in general or about the specifics of your 

clients' situations.  Plus, lunch is always on me.

Flexible Scheduling    87 North Chestnut Street    Ventura 93001    642-1246

Founding President - Collaborative Family Law Professionals, Ventura County

Member - International Academy Of Collaborative Professionals

Association For Conflict Resolution - Advanced Practitioner, Family and Divorce

            

I welcome your referrals and also the opportunity to consult with  
you about these alternatives in general or about the specifics of 
your clients situations. Plus, lunch is always on me.

Founding President - Collaborative Family Law Professionals, Ventura County 
Member - International Academy Of Collaborative Professionals 

Association For Conflict Resolution - Advanced Practitioner, Family and Divorce

Flexible Scheduling    87 North Chestnut Street   Ventura 93001   642-1246

*depos *mock trials *day-in-the-   

   life documentaries *ethical wills

*video encoding & syncing 

           victoryvid@mac.com

             *digital videography*

 Victory Video

  805.404.3345 
  Wayne Marien, 

  CLVS

            

GOT STORIES ?
• Electronic filing horror stories?

• Who’s making the decisions -   
  Judges or Research Attorneys?

• Restaurant reviews.

Contact Wendy at wendy@lascher.com
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 Economic Damage Calculations  

Business Valuations  Family Law 
Financial Issues  Tax Issues 

 

 
 

   Michael C. Eulau, CPA 
    MBA, Finance, University of Chicago  
    MSc, Economics, London School of Economics  
    Over 17 Years Experience 

 
 
 

 

Eulau Accountancy Corporation 
200 E. Santa Clara Street, Suite 200 

Ventura, CA 93001 
 

          Phone (805) 641-1040 
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� Westlaw® – KeyCite®

� Public Records

� Legal Solutions™ Plus

� The Witkin Library

� LiveNote®

� Cowles Legal Systems®

� The Rutter Group California
Practice Guides™

� Miller & Starr

� West LegalEdcenter®

� ProLaw®

� CFLR DissoMaster™ Suite

Legal resources
for California

© 2007 West, a Thomson business   L-328178/2-07

For details, contact West Law
Firm Sales Representative

Gregg Kravitz
� In-office training

� Free consultations!

Phone: 805-654-7027
E-mail: 
gregg.kravitz@thomson.com

Going places with West.

CLASSIFIEDS
Employment Opportunities

Family Law Paralegal - for established  
five-attorney law firm located in the Oxnard 
Financial Plaza. Salary based on experience 
and skills; medical and 401(k) benefits. Fax 
resume to Kim @ Schroeder Comis Nelson & 
Kahn (805) 604-4150.
 
Legal Secretary with Family Law Experience 
- for established five-attorney law firm located 
in the Oxnard Financial Plaza. Salary based 
on experience and skills; medical and 401(k) 
benefits. Fax resume to Kim @ Schroeder 
Comis Nelson & Kahn (805) 604-4150.
 
Litigation Secretary/Legal Assistant -  
Congenial, two-attorney Conejo Valley real 
estate law firm is seeking an experienced liti-
gation secretary/legal assistant. An intelligent 
individual who is willing to do simple tasks as 
well as challenging projects is desired. Knowl-
edge of Word, WordPerfect, Legal Solutions 
and Outlook is preferred. Benefits include 
health insurance and an employer-funded 
retirement plan, as well as brand new office 
space.  Send resume to RDMarks@rdmpc.com.
 
SERVICES OFFERED
 
Part-Time - Recent graduate is looking for a 
part-time entry level position in a law firm.  
Resume is available upon request. Salary  
negotiable.  E-mail me at svetarousseva@ya-
hoo.com.
 
Experienced lawyer seeking part-time or 
contract work - in labor/employment and 
commercial litigation. Research, motions, 
briefs, pleadings, discovery, depositions and 
trial assistance. Please call Mary Jean Sumell 
at (805) 338-6799 or e-mail mjsumell@gmail.
com.

Office Space Available

For Lease - Beautiful ocean view law  
offices.  353 San Jon Rd., Ventura.  Two-story 
building with access to conference rooms,  
kitchen / break room, and file storage. 
Receptionist services available. 700 to 9,500 s.f. 
+/- available. Please contact Dave Robertson 
at Gold Coast Commercial Real Estate.  (805) 
273-9554.
 
Office Suites for Rent - in Oxnard, 309 South 
A Street. Contact Dale at (805) 486-4455 
email givner@gte.net.

Office Space Downtown Ventura - One  
office or suite available. Includes utilities, 
off street parking, and conference room.  
Please call (805) 653-2505.

Office Suite Sublease in Westlake Village - 
Six window offices and three secretarial work-
stations plus reception area. Approximately 
1,846 sq. ft. Sublease entire suite or individual 
offices.  Available September 1, 2008 through 
September, 2010. Conference rooms also 
available.  Ideal for attorneys or accountants.  
Contact Jay Rockey, (818) 865-2200, or jay@
rockeywahl.com.

Westlake Village Office for Rent -  
Spacious attorney and secretary offices in  
established, desirable Westlake Village pro-
fessional building. Shared suite with another 
attorney and secretary. $800.00 monthly.   
Effective immediately.  Please call Mary Ann 
or Bob at (805) 496-5004.

Law Office for Lease - Close to downtown. 
1544 E. Main St., Ventura. Free standing  
building has 4 offices, large conference room 
w/built-in bookshelves. Ample room for  
secretarial and support staff.  Spacious reception 
area w/ plenty of storage. Pleasant paint 

scheme & skylights. Furniture & law books 
can be included! Three-year lease term 
preferred. $2,210 per mo. Please contact 
Realtor Brian (805) 340-2282 or Clark  
(805) 901-3053.
 
Rent 1-4 offices - (108 sq. ft., 150 sq. ft., 175 
sq. ft., 192 sq. ft.). Located in professional 
suite by appellate court. Price terms negotiable. 
Amenities: high-speed copiers/printers, internet, 
conference room. Reception area and secretarial 
space available. Call (805) 585-6000 or  
email karen@n-nlaw.com.

Tri-County Sentry 
Newspaper

LEGAL/PUBLIC NOTICES
We can publish your Trustee’s Sales,  
Probate Notices and Change of Names. 
Court Order No.125431
Rates:
Trustee’s Sales...$225 approx
Petition to Admin $180
Change of Name...$110
Legal Notices...$850

We file your Affadavit of Publication with the court

For the best 
service call

983-0015
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TRACY COLLINS 
Attorney At Law 

 
 

Representing claimants in the denial of 
group disability and life insurance claims. 

 
5699 Kanan Road, Suite 415 

Agoura Hills, CA 91301 
 (818) 889-2441 

Fax: (818) 889-1210 
erisadisability@aol.com 

ERISA 

Elder Law Attorney Craig R. Ploss specializes in assisting individuals to obtain Medi-Cal 
Long Term Care (LTC) benefits to cover the costs of skilled nursing care. 
Services include:

Law Offices of Craig R. Ploss
290 Maple Court, Suite 118, Ventura, CA 93003

•  Tel: 805-642-8407  •  Toll Free: 866-789-9907  •  Fax: 866-379-2149  •  Email: ploss@tds.net

 

FAMILY LAW MEDIATION 
Susana Goytia-Miller 

ATTORNEY AT LAW/ PHD 
 

   *Professional Trained Mediator Pepperdine University 
   *Bilingual (English & Spanish) 
   *President of  Woman Lawyers of Ventura County (2005– Present) 

 *President of  The Mexican American Bar Association (2007) 
 *Member of  The American Immigration Lawyers Association 
 *Member of The National Lawyers Guild 
 *Member of The Ventura Center for Dispute Settlement 
 *Member of The Association for Conflict Resolution 
 

susanagoytiamillerlaw.com 
 

 Susana Goytia-Miller, Esq. 
300 Esplanade Dr., Suite 1760 

Oxnard, CA 93036 
Tel. (805) 485-2700 
 Fax (805) 485-2751 

Sgmillerlaw@aol.com 
susana@susanagoytiamillerlaw.com 
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Exec’s Dot…Dot…Dot…
By Steve Henderson, Executive Director, M.A., CAE

Tom Olson will take-over the presidential 
reins from Don Greenberg of the Ventura 
Downtown Lions Club . . .From Ralph Waldo 
Emerson:  “There is something servile in the 
habit of seeking after a law which we must 
obey.”. . . From Sholom Aleichem:  “Lawyers 
are just like physicians: what one says, the 
other contradicts.” . . . From Actual Court 
Records:  District Attorney:  “Then what did 
you do?  Police Officer: “I began kicking in 
the door.” DA:  “Were you wearing boots?” 
PO: “Yes sir, size 12.” DA: “How many 
times did you kick the door?” PO: “About 
ten.”  DA: “What was Sergeant Harp doing 
while you were kicking the door?” PO: 
“Laughing at me.” . . . The 2008 American 
Bar Association Lawyer as Problem Solver 
Award will be presented to Tina Rasnow as 
the individual recipient. The ABA Section of 
Dispute Resolution established the Lawyer 
as Problem Solver Awards in 2002 “to 
recognize individuals and organizations that 
use their legal skills in creative and often non-
traditional ways to solve problems for their 
clients and within their communities.” . . .

France? Michael Case at mcase@fcoplaw.com . . . 
Puerto Rico? Amber Eisenbrey at aeisenbrey@
atozlaw.com . . .Peru? Dennis LaRochelle at 
dlarochelle@ atozlaw.com . . . Switzerland? 
Jerry Cline at Gcline@sprynet.com . . . 
North Carolina, Atlantic Ocean side? Jim 
McDermott at jmcdermott@fcoplaw.com . . . 
From John Quincy Adams:  “Whoever tells 
the best story wins.” . . . From Cicero:  “When 
you have no basis for an argument, abuse the 
plaintiff.” . . . Minnesota?  Kendall VanConas 
at kvanconas@atozlaw.com... Tennessee?  Doug 
Goldwater at dgoldwater@fcoplaw.com . . . 
New Orleans? Dien Le at dien.le@
calawcounsel.com . . . Sun Valley, Idaho?  
Doug Kulper at dkulper@fcoplaw.com . . . 

Debi Jurgensen is celebrating her solo 
practice and new digs with an open house 
August 7 from 5:00 p.m. ‘til 7:00 p.m.  Door 
prizes and refreshments.  Let her know you 
are coming at jurgensenlaw@hotmail.com.  
She’s at 674 County Square Drive, Suite 
101 C, in Ventura . . .  Book of the Month:  
Never Enough: One Lawyer’s True Story of How 
He Gambled His Career Away. By Michael J. 
Burke. 250 pages. $24.95. www.ababooks.org 
. . . An actual line from a pro per: “I know 
I won the case – I was just given the wrong 
judgment.” . . . Web Site of the Month:  
http://grammar.quickanddirtytips.com . . . 
From Resource Bankshares v. St. Paul Fire & 
Marine, 4th Cir. 2005:  “Everyone knows 
what an accident is until the word comes 
up in court. Then it becomes a mysterious 
phenomenon, and, in order to resolve the 
enigma, witnesses are summoned, experts 
testify, lawyers argue, treatises are consulted 
and even when a conclave of twelve world 
knowledgeable individuals agree as to whether 
a certain set of facts made out an accident, the 
question may not yet be settled, and it must 
be reheard in an appellate court.” . . . From 
Justice Curtis Bok:  “Expert opinion is only  
an ordinary guess in evening clothes.” . . .

The Strauss Law Group has moved their 
offices to 1484 East Main Street, Second 
Floor. Everything else remains the same. 
(www.strausslawgroup.com) . . . American 
Lawyer magazine’s 6th annual Top Law Firms 
identified LA’s Munger, Tolles & Olson as #1 
in the country.  Why?  Much of it to do with 
its pro bono efforts.  But, the bottom line is 
also a measure.  Munger’s revenue per lawyer 
increased 11% to $1.4 million in 2007.  The 
firm’s total revenue was $205 million.  (www.
latimes.com–7.08) . . .Go ahead, call me a 
sap.  Another Top 20 film for me – Fried 
Green Tomatoes.  Gosh, that flick is 17 years 
old now with lots and lots of story lines. But 
the courtroom drama between the prosecutor, 
defense lawyer and the judge is worth seeing 
again. Cast? How about Bates, Tandy, 
Tyson and Parker for starters! . . . From P.J. 
O’Rourke:  “Society holds trials for the same 
reason that Shakespeare had comic relief in 
Macbeth.  So (if you’re on trial) try to make 
everyone laugh.  Pleading innocent is usually 
the best way to do this.” . . .License Plate of 
the Month:  OX ATTY, driven by Joe O’Neill 
on a Toyota RAV4 . . .

According to NY Times author Adam Liptak, 
in the July 6 edition, the most cited rockers 
in U.S. Supreme Court opinions are Bob 
Dylan (25), Simon and Garfunkel (12), 
Bruce Springsteen (5), The Rolling Stones 
(4), The Beatles (3), The Grateful Dead (2), 
and Joni Mitchell (1).  Some pretty hilarious 
examples at www.nytimes.com . . . From E. 
Ralph Stewart:  “Of course there’s a different 
law for the rich and the poor; otherwise,  
who would go into business?” . . .

Sylvia Soto and Dien Le have agreed to 
be the newest members of the Judicial 
Evaluations Committee. The were both 
approved during the VCBA board meeting 
in July . . . According to the L.A. Times in 
the June 27 issue, author Christine Hanley 
writes that an Orange County judge was 
ordered removed from office by state officials.  
The former county prosecutor filed false 
and misleading expense claims for a legal 
conference and then lied about it. Superior 
Court Judge Kelly MacEachern is the 24th 
judge ordered removed from office since 
1960. (www.latimes.com) . . . A German 
proverb:  “A lawyer and a wagon wheel must 
be well greased.” . . . Fascinating reading by 
NY Times columnist Linda Greenhouse, who 
covered the Supreme Court for 30 years. In 
the 7.13 edition (www.nytimes.com) she 
writes about the 2,691 decisions she analyzed.  
Linda’s moving onto Yale Law School to teach 
. . . From Samuel Butler: “Justice is being 
allowed to do whatever I like.  Injustice is 
whatever prevents my doing so.” . . . From 
Edmund Burke:  “People crushed by law have 
no hopes but from power. If laws are their 
enemies, they will be enemies to laws; and 
those, who have much to hope and nothing 
to lose, will always be dangerous, more  
or less.” . . .

Steve Henderson has been the executive 
director and chief executive officer of the bar 
association and its affiliated organizations since 
November 1990.  His 16-year-old son, Sean, got 
his car and his license – so wear your seatbelts.  
Additionally, it’s a road trip for the Henderson 
clan the last 10 days of August.  Direct your 
phone calls and emails elsewhere!
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