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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Jonathan Fraser Light

A year blazes by…

My dad always said that time passes 
more rapidly as we age; a year to 

a 50-year-old goes by far more quickly than 
a year to a seven-year-old (365 days is an  
eternity; especially the last 10 before a birthday 
party or Christmas).

This year has blown by, and the meetings and 
columns have been far less arduous than I had 
anticipated. I managed to get Steve henderson 
to eliminate one of the two monthly executive 
committee meetings, and it has been fine, at 
least from my perspective. I think Steve just 
likes all the food I bring, Matt guasco’s dead-on 
movie star imitations, and the general banter 
that a group of talented, glib, funny, lawyers  
– Tony Strauss, Loye Barton, Don hurley 
most frequently, along with Matt – bring to 
an otherwise potentially dull and dreary affair.  
Yes, we get off task frequently, but it is worth 
the smiles, and I’ve truly enjoyed our 60-90 
minute Thursdays. Surround yourself with 
these and other interesting, smart, dedicated, 
diligent people, and all will be well.  This bunch 
fits those criteria on all counts. And Steve is 
truly the dream Executive Director. great 
job 100% of the time, smart, friendly, and a 
terrific asset to our organization.  Sartorially 
resplendent. “Thursdays With Stevie”…  
hmm. Possibilities for a book title.

Meeting monthly with the likes of Verna Kagan 
and Earl Price, who lead the VLSP emeritus 
team of lawyers, has shown me repeatedly how 
dedicated attorneys can be to their profession 
and helping those most in need – and do it 
well past official retirement age.  These people 

are on the ball.  I would say that my year as 
president has demonstrated most clearly to me 
how much our Bar members do for those who 
can’t afford our services.  I’ve said, partially 
tongue-in-cheek, that one of my goals in life 
is to earn enough money to afford myself 
as a lawyer. Still working on that.  A better 
goal would be to earn enough to be able to 
devote more time to doing what so many of 
my brethren in the county are doing; good 
deeds for those in need.  And most of them are 
doing it without the luxury of extra income or 
large blocks of time to easily give over to these 
endeavors.  Amazing what busy people can 
squeeze into a day.

As I said in an earlier column, there is a higher 
percentage of lawyers doing good deeds in the 
community than among any other profession.  
Whether it’s financial donations or, even more 
valuable, time and expertise, nobody spends 
more time giving back than our profession.

Steve made clear early on that a “big agenda” 
was not necessarily doable in only a year, so 
being the face of the bar for a year was enough 
of a bona fide role. I don’t think I screwed it up 
(didn’t get arrested for anything, so I consider 
that an accomplishment), and I am honored 
that my brethren thought enough of me to 
select me for the position. I will truly take pride 
in and enjoy noting in future bios that I am a 
Past President of this organization.

I enjoyed getting to know people I would 
not normally have met, at the family law bar, 
the Women Lawyers Association, the Black 
Lawyers Association, MABA, and several others 
who may not be formally affiliated.  As a group, 
not bad to hang out with; and certainly they 
enhance our sometimes tarnished image in the 
community.

Thanks to my assistant through most of the 
year, Julie Napoleone, always a pleasure to work 
with, organized, and kept me “on task.”  My 
partners were understanding when I needed to 
be somewhere and, perhaps more importantly, 
when I needed some cash for a bar activity or 
sponsorship.  great group, led by our managing 
partner, Tony Trembley.

Coincidentally this year, I had my first taste 
of mock trial, and am now thick into helping 
coach the Newbury Park mock trial team 
with lead coach/attorney Martin Zaehringer.  
he’s got quite a passion for this.  It’s been fun 
watching these terrific kids practicing their 
examination skills, and trying to get around 
the hearsay rule is no easier for them than it is 
for the real lawyers.  My daughters, Katherine 
and Elena, will be doing both sides of pretrial 
argument this year, and maybe a lawyer will 
develop from all of this “law talk.”  We’ll see.

My wife, Angela, was already used to my hectic 
schedule, so adding in the bar presidency 
created barely a ripple at home.  Eliminate 
another hour of sleep, and what’s the difference?  
Everything will still get done.  Not to worry, 
however, as we get in our share of fun.

Lastly, I have to say that my non-billable time 
isn’t devoted as much to legal endeavors as some 
lawyers, given that I am enjoying my time as 
the production manager for the Footworks 
Youth Ballet. One last promotional item: If 
you want to see a classy full-scale production of 
The Nutcracker, complete with full orchestra 
and choir (Moorpark Symphony and CSUCI 
Choir), call Footworks at 676.1600 for tickets 
– Oxnard Performing Arts Center, December 
8-9 – I’m going to miss being backstage 
watching my daughter Elena en pointe after she 
graduates in two years; as I said, it goes fast.

The photo was taken at Jon’s private Starbucks 
office in Camarillo. Daily rent ranges from $3.05 
(hot chocolate) to $3.45 (chai latte) – ironically, 
he’s not much of a coffee drinker. Photographer 
and long-time county attorney Dick Regnier 
personally delivered the print (no digital for 
purist Dick) to Jon’s NCH&C office dressed in 
full cowboy regalia, complete with Bowie knife 
strapped to his side.
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Upscale Office Space
for the Attorney.

NOW LEASING

• Virtual Office Plans 
• Video Conferencing 

1000 Town Center Dr., Ste. 300
 Oxnard, CA 93036

805-351-3700 
www.rpexecutivesuites.com

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE 
TO THE JUSTICE  
GAP FUND
Dear Colleagues:

It’s been my privilege to represent you on the 
State Bar Board of governors since 2005. 
And one of the efforts that I’ve been able to 
participate in is to promote access to justice in  
California.

When you receive your State Bar dues  
Statement for 2008, you will notice a new line 
item on your bar dues statement which will 
invite you to make a tax deductible contribu-
tion to the “Justice gap Fund.” A law enacted 
in 2006 permits the State Bar to collect  
donations for the “Justice gap Fund” to increase 
the funding for free civil legal services programs 
in California that serve low-income clients. 

Why do we need the Justice gap fund?  
recent studies indicate that nationally almost 
50 percent of potential legal aid clients cannot 
be helped by local legal aid programs, due to 
lack of resources. In California, there are more 
than 8000 potential clients for each legal aid 
lawyer. California ranks 22nd nationwide for 
funding civil legal services for poor people, and  
California lawyers have proportionately given 
less to civil legal services programs than lawyers 
in other states.

It’s easy for you to help. Simply add a voluntary 
contribution along with your dues payment for 
2008. $100 is the suggested amount, but any 
amount will be appreciated. Or go on line to 
make a donation on the secure website at www.
calbar.org/justicegapfund.

Thousands of low-income Californians face  
serious legal problems involving their homes, 
jobs, children and income. They cannot afford 
private representation, and this represents a 
challenge to our justice system and the trust 
and confidence of the public which is essential 
to our democracy. Lawyers more than anyone  
else understand this. 

Please contact me about this or any other  
matters involving the State Bar of California 
at ramirezmcar@gmail.com. Thank you very 
much!

M. Carmen ramirez
Vice-President, Board of governors, District 6
State Bar of California
 
P.S. Carmen will be the Director of Community 
Planning for the Ventura County non-profit, 
CAUSE (Central Coast Alliance United for A 
Sustainable Economy), beginning on January 2, 
2008. 
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Richard M. Norman 
Of Counsel 

Norman Dowler, LLP 
840 County Square Drive 

Ventura, California 93003-5406 
(805) 654-0911  RNorman@normandowler.com 

MEDIATION/ ARBITRATOR 
 

Richard M. Norman 

40 years litigation experience-AV rated. 
Personal injury, business, construction, employment, real estate,  

     probate/trust, partnership and corporate disputes and dissolutions 
Member: American Board of Trial Advocates 
Past president Ventura County Bar Association and Ventura County 
Trial Lawyers Association 
American Arbitration Association and NASD arbitrator 
Trained Mediator– Pepperdine University Straus Institute 
Reasonable fees and flexible scheduling. No administrative charges. 

 

Richard M. Norman 
Of Counsel 

Norman Dowler, LLP 
840 County Square Drive 

Ventura, California 93003-5406 
(805) 654-0911  RNorman@normandowler.com 

MEDIATION/ ARBITRATOR 
 

Richard M. Norman 

LEGAL MALPRACTICE
EXPERT WITNESS

and LAWYERS ADVOCATE
STATE BAR DEFENSE

PHILLIP FELDMAN
B.S., M.B.A., J.D., AV.

Fellow American Board of 
Professional Liability Attorneys

Certified Specialist
Legal Malpractice

(California & American Bar Associations)

Former Judge Pro Tem
Former State Bar Prosecutor 

Fee Arbitrator 31 years
Litigator/Expert 40 years

Malp/Ethics Author

www.LegalMalpracticeExperts.com
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Ventura County Public Defender Ken 
Clayman is perhaps the first to recite the 

oft-repeated adage about our coastal paradise:

“Arrive on vacation, leave on probation.”

It has more than a grain of truth, doesn’t it?  
None would dispute that helming the Public 
Defender’s Office is the toughest gig in zero-
tolerance Ventura County. Except, that is, Ken 
Clayman. Our own (but soon to retire) “Chief 
Defender” recently sat down with Citations to 
explain why he loves coming to work after an 
unprecedented twenty-four years on the job.

Clayman is proud that he began his career at 
America’s oldest Public Defender’s Office: Los 
Angeles, established in 1914. he points at a 
group photo taken of the office’s staff in his first 
year, 1967. “You need to remember, the indigent 
defendant’s constitutional right to counsel wasn’t 
recognized until Gideon v. Wainwright in 1963, 
so Los Angeles was quite groundbreaking.”

he can rattle off the first impressions he’s 
received from the countless interviewers, 
politicians, students, clients and citizens with 
whom he broached the topic of the public 
defense system:

how can you represent someone you know is 
guilty?
 
Isn’t your office underfunded? Overworked?
 
Isn’t it hard to find people who want to work 
at your office?
 
he can rattle off his answers even faster.  

On Guilt: Once Clayman diverts his audience 
from their fixation on guilt, he makes a point 

few can rebut: that no matter how ostensibly 
culpable a defendant, judges and prosecutors 
alike must adhere to those procedures set 
forth in constitution and statute. The Public 
Defender’s Office ensures fairness in the 
process.  Nevertheless, “some people still can’t 
understand.  This is when you need to believe 
most in what you do.”

On Funding and Workload: “The motto of 
this office is to provide the best possible legal 
representation to Ventura County’s indigent 
clients at the least cost to the taxpayer.  Or, as I’ve 
told the Board of Supervisors, ‘a Dom Perignon 
defense on Miller Lite money.’”  And although 
Clayman admits to frequently cutting costs on 
items like office furniture, he insists that he’d 
never allow funding restrictions or workload to 
dilute the attention given to his clients. “Careful 
budgeting ensures that we very rarely run out of 
money. But if it did happen, I’d feel comfortable 
requesting the Board fund the shortfall. And if 
they didn’t give it to us, I’d stop taking clients 
before compromising the quality of service. 
Fortunately, this hasn’t happened.”  

On Staffing: “We have an abundance of 
applicants from all different backgrounds.  Many 
of them are local, but we also get career public 
defenders from other counties. Ventura County 
is a great place to live, and hopefully the word 
is out that we’re a good office.”  relatively low 
turnover in his office reveals that fledgling public 
defenders more often view their job choice as a 
career choice rather than a temporary stop on the 
way to more lucrative or prestigious positions.  

“A large percentage of Ventura County’s judges 
and many members of the private defense 
bar served in the District Attorney’s Office.  

Politically, prosecution is the safer path to take 
if you want the governor to appoint you to a 
judgeship. And for those considering private 
criminal defense, joining the DA’s Office 
provides insight that is invaluable when you 
eventually switch over. however, our candidates 
often have their sights set on public defense 
and see their joining our office as a long-term 
commitment.” Private criminal defense attorney 
Jay Leiderman noted Clayman’s staff-minded 
approach during his six-and-a-half years under 
Clayman. “Ken said once that when it’s all said 
and done, if people told him he hired great 
attorneys he would be happy. I think that sums 
him up well.”

Among the framed pictures crowding Clayman’s 
desk is a photo of the man who proved 
the exception to the DA-judgeship trend: 
Commissioner Douglas W. Daily, a twenty-three 
year veteran of the Public Defender’s Office 
recently appointed to the Superior Court by 
governor Schwarzenegger.  The photo shows 
the office’s proud staff and attorneys surrounding 
Daily at a party thrown in his honor shortly after 
the announcement.

A DA Diverted?

Upon graduation from UCLA School of Law 
in 1966, Clayman joined the firm of medical 
malpractice stalwart Leo gelfand. “Leo and 
every other attorney in the office held both 
medical degrees and law degrees. This was 
before universities offered joint J.D./M.D.s.  
Each practiced medicine before enrolling in law 
school. I served as more of a gopher than anything, 
and quickly began wanting more action.”

his laments fell on the less than sympathetic ears 
of friend roger Kossack, Los Angeles Deputy 
DA (and legal commentator-to-be), who raved 

Ken Clayman Reflects on His Years as Ventura County 
Public Defender (and Says Goodbye)
By Eric Reed
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about the fast-paced world of prosecution. 
Soon after, Clayman sat in front of a panel 
representing L.A. County’s “Big Three”: the 
District Attorney, the Public Defender and 
County Counsel. he stated his intent to join the 
DA, and thereafter laid into what he described as 
“softball” questions from the DA’s panelist. The 
problem was this: Clayman’s responses to these 
softballs betrayed a jurisprudence more fitting 
the defense.  he doubted the moral implications 
and practical effects of the death penalty. he 
touted the virtues of the Constitution over the 
punitive goals of prosecution.

Clayman didn’t get a call back, even from the 
Public Defender’s panelist, who “lapsed into a 
coma as I stated my initial intent to join the 
DA.”

Fatefully, the failed interview did provide 
him with the career counseling he needed.  
Immediately he lobbied the Public Defender’s 
Office and requested another interview. The 
warm demeanor Clayman still uses to his 
advantage must have worked; he soon found 
himself in an impromptu face to face with the 
PD’s recruiting attorney. “he told me I was so 
far down the civil service list that he could never 
hire me. I made my pitch anyway. he told me 
to show up in two weeks.”

That was forty years ago. Thereafter, Clayman 
honed his craft in the halls of the Los Angeles 
Criminal Court, serving as a trial lawyer for 
ten years before being promoted to the Chief 
of Juvenile Services Division in 1977. Three 
years heading the Central Municipal Court 
Trials Division followed. In 1984 he found 
himself at the top of the hierarchy in another 
department just a short way up the coast – in 
Ventura County.

The “Boys from Brazil” Welcome Ken 
Clayman to Ventura

Although now removed from the clogged, well-
worn Los Angeles criminal courts, Clayman 
encountered a new challenge in his new 
environs: a community and bench that gave 
little in the way of sympathy for even the petty 
criminal. “The Muni bench was known as 
‘The Boys from Brazil’ back then. These days 
harsh prison sentences are generally saved for 
felons and repeat offenders. When I arrived, 
the Muni bench would mete out jail time for 
anything if they could. They were draconian.  If 
a misdemeanor defendant went to sentencing 
with outstanding probation grants, he could find 
himself locked up for six, seven years.”

Clayman still notes that Ventura County 
– California, for that matter – retains a  

Continued on page 11.
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF CRAIG BATES / TELEGENICS

2007 ANNuAl BAR DINNER



DECEMBER   2007   •   CITATIONS  11       

Jury awards $12.5 million in death of bicyclist
The Ventura County Star reported that the award of damages involving a personal 
injury or wrongful death in Garvin v. Seigel was the highest ever in Ventura County. 

“I was pleased to have Telegenics as an integral part of my trial team. The jury 
responded well to the creative graphics used.” 

                           - Mark Hiepler, Law Offi ces of Hiepler and Hiepler

FOCUSED ON
WINNING

Telegenics Legal Video and Visual Litigation Support services allow 
attorneys and law fi rms to stay FOCUSED ON WINNING through every phase 

of a case – from Discovery through Trial or Settlement. For more than 26 
years, the experts at Telegenics have been relied upon to understand case 
objectives and develop end-to-end visual and presentation strategies to 

gain an edge and win the case…because there are 
no second impressions.

Our comprehensive trial consultation technologies and responsive services include:

• Videotaped Depositions • Transcript Synchronization • Trial Consultation and 
Courtroom Presentation • Post Production Litigation Support • Site Inspections
• Day-in-the-life Documentaries • Living Wills • Full integration of digital and 

visual assets, including computer animations
  

T E L E G E N I C S
LEGAL VIDEO & VISUAL LITIGATION SUPPORT

805.981.3994
Ventura: Financial Plaza Tower, 300 Esplanade Drive, Suite 900

Santa Barbara: 15 West Carrillo Street

pro-prosecution attitude and struggles to 
understand the practical and constitutional 
role of the Public Defender. “We simply don’t 
receive the grant money and political popularity 
enjoyed by the prosecution. Fortunately, the 
Ventura County Supervisors appreciates our 
work and knows the importance of our job in 
the community. The Board even designated 
March 18, 2003 “gideon Day” on the fortieth 
anniversary of Gideon v. Wainwright.”

Clayman hesitates a bit when asked what he’d 
change about Ventura County’s criminal bench 
and prosecution. For someone who has spent 
forty years, quite often on the “losing” side of 
the courtroom, he is surprisingly slow to criticize 
or dwell on perceived biases. “The main thing 
I would change is the emphasis on pursuing 
maximum jail time in every case, which the 
prosecution seems to insist on. We now have 
great rehabilitative programs for every type of 
criminal background. I would be less anxious to 
send people away for the longest time possible. 
Increasing funding and vigorously implementing 
these programs would, in my opinion, have a 
greater impact on crime. Secondly, I would be 
more selective overall in my filing decisions.”

What’s Next for Ken Clayman . . . and Ventura 
County?

Clayman stays away from the specifics when 
asked about his recently-announced retirement 
next March. “I mentioned something about 
gardening in an interview with the Star, and 
now my mother-in-law wants me to replace 
her garden at a bargain-basement price. But 
seriously, I want to stay busy – as busy as I am 
right now.” his candor increases when the topic 
of succession arises. “The Board of Supervisors 
chooses my replacement. Each of them knows 
how I feel (about Duane Dammeyer, his  
next-in-command and favored successor), and 
I hope they exercise their discretion to appoint 
him.”

Whomever the Board of Supervisors chooses, 
CITATIONS encourages the Ventura County 
Bar to first look back and applaud a great man 
and dedicated public servant. Ken Clayman, 
thank you for twenty-four years of zealous, 
yet unfailingly professional, advocacy of our 
County’s indigent defendants.

Eric Reed is an associate at Lascher & Lascher, and 
a member of the CITATIONS editorial board.

Ken Clayman Reflects... 
Continued from page 9.
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(805) 485-2700  Fax (805) 485-2751
Email: irmmediation@aol.com

A trial lawyer for over 35 years, I have successfully tried and settled 
the million and multi-million dollar cases.  My experience and training 
will help settle your case. 

IRWIN R. “ROB” MILLER ESQ.
M E D I AT I O N   •   A R B I T R AT I O N

Want to settle that case? 

300 Esplanade Drive, Suite 1760, Oxnard, CA 93036
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 Give Your 
 Staff a Step Up
Attorneys: Paralegals can bring better 
service to the client and decrease your 
workload, while providing you a higher 
profit margin. You remain competitive 
and are able to serve more clients. Is there someone 
in your office who could benefit from paralegal training?

Paralegal Studies 
Professional Certificate Program
Classes begin January 8th. For questions regarding the program, 
contact Craig A. Smith, J.D., paralegal@els.ucsb.edu, 893-7440.
To enroll call (805) 893-4200 or visit www.extension.ucsb.edu

Changing
lives

UNIVERSITY 
OF CALIFORNIA

SANTA BARBARA

 

VCDS wishes to thank our panel 

members for a successful 2007 year 

and extend a warm Season’s Greetings 

Cheryl Allain-Mee Laura Lee Anthony 

Marjorie Baxter Scott Berman 

Paul Bielaczyc Michael Blaise  

Gil Campos Richard Chess 

Christine Eberhard Mel Flack  

Bert Frasier Ronald Harrington 

Navendu Joshi P. Mark Kirwin 

Carol Kornreich Hal Kyle 

David Laufer Wendy Lascher 

James Lingl Thomas Malley 

Irwin Miller Susana Goytia Miller 

Christina Morgan Jean Norman  

Stan Roden  Deborah Sutherland 

and our Ventura College of Law interns and volunteers 

 
Ventura Center for Dispute Settlement 

(805) 384-1313  •  (866) 745-9625  •  SRubio@vcds.bz  

WILLIAM BOYD 
RITNER  

September 5, 1928  
October 20, 2007

Born September 5, 1928, in South gate, 
California, to Dr. Smith Boyd and June 
ritner, Bill passed peacefully October  
20, 2007, surrounded by his loving family 
in Palm Desert.

Bill was an amazing and charismatic man 
who cherished his family and friends above 
all else. he was gifted with a quick wit and 
charming character, and loved without 
abandon. For most of his young life, his 
family lived in San Marino where he and 
his sister raised ponies and tended to various 
other pets. 

Bill went on to wear many different hats 
throughout his life and travels. As a young 
man, he traveled extensively throughout the 
United States and was variously employed 
as an iron worker, a welder, a mason and 
a logger, depending upon which part of 
the country he was in at that moment. 
Bill later worked as a math teacher before  
enlisting with the Army as a medic and being 
deployed to Korea, where he was wounded 
and returned to the U.S. as a decorated 
hero. 

After recovering from his tour, Bill worked 
as an insurance adjuster and attended 
Southwestern Law School. Bill passed the 
bar and spent nearly 40 years practicing 
law in Los Angeles and Ventura Counties. 
Bill practiced throughout the years with 
Judith L. Wong, randi Lentz, Duane  
Skavdahl, and Frank Bellinghiere.

Bill is survived by his sister, Mary hamilton, 
her husband Jack and their family. he is 
also survived by his four devoted children, 
Boyd ritner of Montara, Michele harding 
of Simi Valley, Bruce ritner of Palm Desert, 
and Brian ritner of Simi Valley. 
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Group and Individual Health Insurance
Business and Personal Life Insurance

(805) 497-7407   Fax: (805) 494-1363

Disability Income Insurance
Business Overhead Expense

(805) 496-5537   Fax: (805) 496-5598

AS A SIGNIFICANT BENEFIT TO OUR MEMBERS...THE VENTURA COUNTY BAR

ASSOCIATION HAS IDENTIFIED THESE INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL PLANNING

PROFESSIONALS TO ACCOMMODATE YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS. THESE

BROKERS ARE RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR INTEGRITY, KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE IN SERV-
ING THE LEGAL COMMUNITY. THEY CAN ASSIST YOU IN THE AREAS OF

LIFE, HEALTH, DISABILITY INCOME, LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE, ANNUITIES AND

INVESTMENTS. YOU CAN OBTAIN STATE AND COUNTY BAR PLANS AT DISCOUNTED RATES

THROUGH THESE BROKERS. 

Lic. #0740274

Lic. # 0688916

Registered Representatie Park Avenue Securities (PAS), 7 Hanover Square , New York, NY 10004. Securities products and services offered
through PAS, 1-888-600-4667, Member NASD, SPIC. PAS is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of The Guardian Life insurance Company of

America. Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Ccmpany of America, New York, NY and other fine insurance companies.

Securities offered through a registered represented of Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., member NASD/SIPC.
Branch Office: 100 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 152, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 • (805) 496-4600

Barry A. Cane

Michael P. Kenney*, CLU

240 Lombard St., #100, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

www.kenneycompany.com

INS SPREAD 8.5 X 11  8/22/06  8:13 AM  Page 1
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Santa Barbara Bank & Trust is a division of Pacifi c Capital Bank, N.A., Member FDIC

As Local as 
the Courthouse.

YO U  C A N  B A N K  O N  I T .

www.sbbt.com

WEALTH MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

� INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT 

� TRUST SERVICES 

� PRIVATE BANKING

Suzanne Chadwick

Senior Vice President
Regional Manager

805.384.2598

COMMERCIAL BANKING SERVICES

� FINANCING SOLUTIONS

� ADVISORY SERVICES

� TREASURY SERVICES

Stacy Peterson

Senior Vice President
Regional Manager

805.373.0242

sbt730_CitationsMagAd_fnl.indd   1 11/5/07   10:21:48 AM
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PRO-BONO 
HIGHLIGHTS 
By Verna R. Kagan, VLSP Senior  
Emeritus Attorney

A very dear lady who 
makes a point of  
taking and represent-
ing at least one pro 
bono matter a year is 
Melissa Cohen. It is 
always a pleasure to 
talk to her.

her most recent matter was by far her  
most difficult. Our applicant was learning  
disabled, very excitable, and though quite 
nice, it took a long time to explain 
things to him. As always, Melissa is very  
knowledgeable, very affable and is able to  
handle these matters with fortitude and skill.

Further, Melissa is a wonderful resource person 
and we don’t hesitate to call her for discussion 
and advice. So thank you, Melissa for your 
continued support of the pro bono program. 

Business/real Estate Associate
Mullen & henzell L.L.P. is recruiting for an attorney with 2 - 5 years of 
experience to work in a sophisticated business & real estate transactional 
practice group. Strong analytical and writing skills required.  Please send 

resume to:
Susan A. Subject, human resources

Mullen & henzell L.L.P.
112 E. Victoria Street

Santa Barbara, CA  93101
Fax: (805) 966-9204

Email: Recruit@mullenlaw.com • Web: www.mullenlaw.com
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ANOTHER WAY TO GO
CITATIONS has heard good things recently 
from two lawyers (rob Long and gabriele 
Lashly) who each have tried the new route 
31X bus that leaves the Ojai Park & ride at 
7:05 a.m., travels through Meiners Oaks, Oak 
View and Casitas Springs, and arrives in the 
government Center circle at 7:53. The return 
trip is at 5:10 p.m., arriving at the Park & ride 
at 5:58. Both rob and gabriele are bike riders, 
and there is room on the front of the bus for 
two bicycles, making it possible to ride to work 
and take the bus home with a bicycle aboard 
(no word on what happens if more than two 
bicyclists want to climb aboard). The fare is 
$1.25 a trip.

EAR TO THE WALL
Cheri L. Kurman will mark the two-year 
 anniversary of her law firm, renamed the law 
firm Kurman Law group, on November 8, 
2007.  Ms. Kurman is certified by the State Bar 
of California Board of Legal Specialization as a 
Certified Specialist in Estate Planning, Probate 
and Trust Law. 1601 Carmen Dr., Ste. 211 
Camarillo, California 93010, (805) 445-7640, 
CLK KurmanLaw.com.
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Sometimes numbers are 
the only prints left behind.
Arxis Financial is a proven forensic accounting and litigation 

specialist. We will examine the financial data and help you 

determine the “bottom line.” Arxis provides financial and 

valuation analysis needed to resolve a variety of legal disputes 

from family court to civil, criminal, and probate courts. In many 

cases our experts can help you reach a settlement. If trial or 

arbitration is required we give you the support you need to win.

www.arxisfinancial.com
805.306.7890
Chris Hamilton, CPA, CFE, CVA

chamilton@arxisgroup.com

0518_AX_citations_01_r1.indd   1 12/5/06   1:25:55 PM

Former presiding Judge Jerome Berenson,  
left, discusses matters with his former partner, 
Ben Nordman, right, as then bar president 
(and now Judge) Fred Bysshe looks on. 

The Ventura County Asian American Bar  
Association raised money for their scholarship 
fund with a golf tournament at Las Posas.
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Jim Mackelburg
SRA, ASA, IFA 888-520-0225   www.Mackelburg.com

Br

A
For r

eal a e Service , c
Your “All In One” Professional Real Estate Source

When you need a Professional  Real Estate Appraiser, Broker or Loan O�cer  
for your Estate, Divorce  Probate, or other Real Estate issues, look to Jim Mackelburg  
who is a professionally designated member of the Appraisal Institute, American  
Society of Appraisers, and National Association of Independent Fee Appraisers  
(3 professional designations).

Jim has passed the California State Probate Referee Exam, and is also a member of  
the American Bar Association, and the Ventura County Bar Associations, along with  
being a Realtor and Broker member of NAR and CAR. Jim has also served as a  
strong Expert witness in State and Federal Courts, and has the ability to address  
matters in which real estate and valuation plays a central role, including:

When you seek solutions to real estate problems Jim has the Knowledge, Expertise, and  
Integrity to ascertain your needs, and assist you in making smart real estate decisions.  
Make a smart decision by selecting , a designated professional on  
your side. With Knowledge, Experience, Integrity on your side, Jim can support all your 
professional real estate needs, 

MJB_Ad.indd   1 10/17/07   2:32:59 PM

VCBA 
SOLIDARITY
At its November meeting, VCBA’s board 
passed this resolution:

“The Board of Directors of the Ventura County 
Bar Association, on behalf of its members, 
hereby expresses its solidarity with and support 
of the lawyers and judges of Pakistan, and 
the VCBA stands with them as they seek the 
restoration of the rule of law.”

“Incoming President Matthew guasco 
commented, ‘In supporting the courageous 
stand being taken by the lawyers and judges 
of Pakistan, I hope that we are supporting 
the rule of law everywhere, including in 
our own country where we are struggling 
with several constitutional issues of great 
concern. I am pleased that the board took 
this step, and I hope it is the first of others 
in defense of the rule of law.’ ” 
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FAMILY LAW MEDIATION 
Susana Goytia-Miller 

ATTORNEY AT LAW/ PHD 
 

   *Professional Trained Mediator Pepperdine University 
   *Bilingual (English & Spanish) 
   *President of  Woman Lawyers of Ventura County (2005– Present) 

 *President of  The Mexican American Bar Association (2007) 
 *Member of  The American Immigration Lawyers Association 
 *Member of The National Lawyers Guild 
 *Member of The Ventura Center for Dispute Settlement 
 *Member of The Association for Conflict Resolution 
 

susanagoytiamillerlaw.com 
 

 Susana Goytia-Miller, Esq. 
300 Esplanade Dr., Suite 1760 

Oxnard, CA 93036 
Tel. (805) 485-2700 
 Fax (805) 485-2751 

Sgmillerlaw@aol.com 
susana@susanagoytiamillerlaw.com 

DOROTHY 
SCHECHTER

July 28, 1934 − November 16, 2007

Dorothy Schechter passed away at her home 
in Ojai on November 16, 2007. Dorothy 
was born July 28, 1934 in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. She graduated from the USC 
School of Law in 1964, and was hired 
as Deputy District Attorney for Ventura 
County in 1965. Dorothy joined the newly 
formed County Counsel Office in 1966. In 
1973, she was appointed County Counsel 
for the County of Ventura, the first woman 
in the state to hold such a position. Dorothy 
served as president of the statewide County 
Counsel Association, and also as president 
of the Ventura County Bar Association. 
After retiring from the county in 1985, she 
went into private practice with her husband, 
Thomas L. Schechter, until they both retired 
in 1993. 

Dorothy was very proud of becoming a 
member of the Ventura County Sheriff's 
Posse. She enjoyed the posse activities,  
riding the trails, the great barbecues, and 
the comradeship with other members.  
retirement was filled with other joyous 
times with good friends: riding her beauti-
ful Palomino, Sunny; playing music, and  
bicycling in gorgeous countrysides.

Dorothy is survived by her loving close-knit 
family: her husband of fifty-four years, 
Thomas L. Schechter, her sister-in-law, 
Corinne Woolf of Ojai; her brother,  
Ernest Buenting and wife Everill of Upland,  
California; nephew, Dr. John Buenting and 
wife Abbey of Sylva, N. Carolina; nephew, 
richard Buenting and wife Suzanne, reno, 
Nevada; niece Diane Owen and husband 
gary, Wenatchee, Washington; numerous 
adorable grand nieces and nephews; her 
many friends who supported her in her  
illness; and her loving and devoted Chow, 
Cinnamon.

Dorothy was a true friend and an inspiration 
to all who knew her for her courage and  
wisdom in coming to terms with her illness.
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TRACY COLLINS 
Attorney At Law 

 
 

Representing claimants in the denial of 
group disability and life insurance claims. 

 
5699 Kanan Road, Suite 415 

Agoura Hills, CA 91301 
 (818) 889-2441 

Fax: (818) 889-1210 
erisadisability@aol.com 

ERISA 

Tri-County Sentry 
Newspaper

LEGAL/PUBLIC NOTICES
We can publish your Trustee’s Sales, Pro-
bate Notices and Change of Names. Court 
Order No.125431
Rates:
Trustee’s Sales...$225 approx
Petition to Admin $180
Change of Name...$110
Legal Notices...$850

We file your Affadavit of Publication with the court

For the best 
service call

486-8430

Adoptions by
Janie Beach

805-527-9392
All matters handled with 

tender loving care.
Representing 

adoptive, birth,
step and grandparents.
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Accident Reconstruction
“I approach forensic engineering 
not as a narrow vocational activity
but as a scientific inquiry.”

Marc A. Firestone
Ph.D.

Combines over 20 years of experience as a professional research 
scientist with a 40 year old forensic engineering firm. I have handled
hundred of cases in:

Objective Analysis and Scientific Integrity

■ Vehicular accident reconstruction
■ Slip/Trip falls
■ Product defects
■ Fires
■ Unusual cases requiring 
  a broad scientific background

300 Esplanade Drive
Suite 1180
Oxnard, CA 93036

Phone:  (805) 388-7123
Fax:  (805) 988-4948
E-Mail: fireball@mailaps.org

Victory Video
depositions
documentaries
site surveys

Wayne P. Marien, CLVS
victoryvid@mac.com
805.404.3345

VICTORY
VIDEO

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Associates - Unique opportunity to join an  
established AV-rated firm that appreciates a  
Ventura County lifestyle. Firm seeks one  
attorney with 1 to 5 years of real estate or  
business law experience and one attorney 
with 1 to 5 years of public entity, land use 
or environmental regulatory experience. 
See www.atozlaw.com. Send résumé to 
jmathews@atozlaw.com.

Real Estate Lawyer Wanted - The Law  
Offices of Jeffrey L. Marcus, A Professional 
Corporation, is a real estate transactional 
and litigation boutique law firm seeking a 
full-time lawyer. responsibilities include 
commercial and residential real estate liti-
gation and commercial transactional work. 
Applicant must have a minimum of 7 years 
experience in the aforementioned areas, 
and at least 1 jury trial. Please respond 
with your résumé and salary require-
ments to toni@marcuslawgroup.com. For  
additional information on the firm, visit 
www.marcuslawgroup.com.

Entry-Level Law Clerk - Busy crimi-
nal defense / civil litigation / family law 
firm seeks highly motivated, driven, and 
organized individual to fill entry-level 
law clerk position. Duties will include: 
assisting several lawyers, filing, draft-
ing court documents, interacting with 
clients, and assisting in daily office tasks. 
Some legal background preferred, but 
not required. Ideal position for 1st or 
2nd year law student. Position is available  
immediately. Please fax to (805) 643-5558,  
or email résumés mail@bamieherickson.
com.

Estate Planning Attorney - Looking  
for Estate-Planning Attorney to join  
an established professional Financial  
Planning Firm with over 300 clients.  
Located in a highly desirable part of  
Ventura near the government Center. 
Please call Steve at (805) 339-0760 X100

CLASSIFIEDS
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� Westlaw® – KeyCite®

� Public Records

� Legal Solutions™ Plus

� The Witkin Library

� LiveNote®

� Cowles Legal Systems®

� The Rutter Group California
Practice Guides™

� Miller & Starr

� West LegalEdcenter®

� ProLaw®

� CFLR DissoMaster™ Suite

Legal resources
for California

© 2007 West, a Thomson business   L-328178/2-07

For details, contact West Law
Firm Sales Representative

Gregg Kravitz
� In-office training

� Free consultations!

Phone: 805-654-7027
E-mail: 
gregg.kravitz@thomson.com

Going places with West.

OFFICE FURNITURE

For Sale - Solid Oak Conference Table. 
7’6” x 36” x 1.5” (805) 653-2505.

Five Piece California Style Office  
Furniture Set - $1,000.00. In great  
condition. Please contact rachel at  
(805) 654-0200 for more information. 

OFFICE SPACE

Two Available Offices - One with window,  
one without. Located in the Ventura 
Professional Center. Conveniently located 
minutes from government Center. Friend-
ly atmosphere. Services: conference room, 
receptionist, photocopy, mail, storage 
space. Contact Kay at (805) 654-0200.

Office Space Available - Across from  
government center. Located on second floor 
in beautiful decorated suite. Conference 
room, copier, and other amenities available.   
Contact Lynn at (805) 650-1197.

Two Offices Available - in a suite in  
Camarillo off Las Posas and Daily Drive. 
Large, window offices with access to con-
ference room, refrigerator, and bathroom 
in suite. rent negotiable. Contact brian-
nomi@yahoo.com for more information.

Office Space Across Street From Court-
house - Large, attractive office. Share  
secretarial space, conference room, file 
room, and lunch area with established 
family and immigration law attorney. 
Contact Charlie @ (805) 650-8188.
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Justice Arthur Gilbert pens an awfully comical 
piece for California Courts Review entitled, 
“The High Cost of Public Recognition.” This very 
humorous column may be found at (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/reference). he drops a number 
of names, including Lohan, OJ, Beatty, Jackson, 
Chaplin, Marvin, and Ito…The New York 
Times reported that on halloween Day, 2005, 
a light bulb exploded in a ceiling fixture of the 
courtroom where the U.S. Supreme Court 
was in session.  Court transcripts immediately 
after the incident read as follows: Chief Justice 
Roberts:  “It’s a trick they play on new chief 
justices all the time.” Justice Scalia: “happy 
halloween.” Chief Justice Roberts: “We’re 
even more in the dark now than before.”…New 
Admittee Swearing-In ceremony is scheduled 
for December 4th at 4 p.m. in Courtroom #22.  
It’s a treat to watch even if you have no vested 
interest as Justice Gilbert and Judge White 
preside over an emotion-filled hour…The Santa 
Barbara law firm of Hatch & Parent will merge 
with the Denver based firm of Brownstein, 
Hyatt, Farber, and Schreck effective January 1. 
h&P has 30 lawyers bringing the merge to just 
over 200…

Mongolia? Michael McQueen (mmcqueen@
mcqlaw.com).  grand Lake, Colorado? David 
Shain (dshain@fcoplaw.com).  river Cruise 
on the rhine? Howard Evans (hbevans@
adelphia.net). Belize? Loye Barton (lbarton@
normandowlercom)… From Conan O’Brien: 
“In Wisconsin, a judge ruled that college 
students should have some say in how their 
tuition dollars are spent. Immediately after the 
ruling, the college kids decided to spend all their 
money on pot and ramen noodles.”…No, the 
1946 classic, It’s A Wonderful Life, falls beneath 
my Top 20 Movie radar – But, Jimmy Stewart, in 
Flight of the Phoenix, is a near miss in my Top 20.  
remember the look on Captain Frank Towns’ 
face when hardy Kruger told him he designed 
model planes?  I suppose we have to applaud 
Jimmy for Anatomy of a Murder, The Spirit of 
St. Louis, The Philadelphia Story and Harvey.  

Top 20 for sure – “One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s 
Nest”—Do you recall McMurphy, peeved that 
the World Series would not be shown on the 
tube even though Koufax was pitching, called 
a play-by-play to a dark screen? Even Billy 
Babbit and Chief Bromden were thrilled – not 
so Nurse ratched…There’s some merrymaking 
in Carmen Ramírez’s honor December 6 at 
Café on A in Oxnard beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
They’re celebrating her efforts and Community 
Profile In Courage Award. Call Debbie DeVries 
at 216.4530 to reserve…

Looking for some high quality time with 
a view? Consider the idea of attending the 
annual VCTLA holiday party December 11 
in the Tower Club – Music by The Jim Calire 
Trio (including Dennis Jones playing a superb 
bass), and the admission fee is waived for anyone 
who joins or rejoins the Trial Lawyers (look 
for the flyer contained herein). great spirits 
and munchies too…Elena glatt, a Manhattan 
lawyer, is suing Posy Florists for substituting 
pastel pink and green hydrangeas for the rust and 
green ones she’d requested for her 22 wedding 
reception centerpieces. But she doesn’t just 
want her $27,000 back – she wants damages 
for the “extreme disappointment and distress.”  
That comes to $400,000. (www.gawker.com) – 
10.16…From Mortimer Zuckerman: “I decided 
law was the exact opposite of sex; even when it 
was good it was lousy.”…Ron Bamieh’s open 
house was a festive event and well attended 
even though it conflicted with MABA’s annual 
scholarship gig 10.11. ron’s done a spectacular 
job on an historical site located at 692 E. 
Thompson. Mike Bradbury was in attendance 
too…

Save the date—the 2008 Barristers’ edition 
of Bridging the gap© will be held Saturday, 
January 26, in the Lower Plaza Assembly room 
just below the Board of Supervisor’s hearing 
room.  Free to new admittees and Barristers.  
Need to pick up Ethics, Bias, Substance Abuse, 
and three general CLE? Veteran legal eagles 
pay $50 for the six hours…A former Legal Aid 
Society lawyer pled guilty on 10.24 to using 
a spy camera to videotape female co-workers 
changing their clothes in the office. Peter Barta 
won’t go to jail for the behavior he admitted was 
“creepy, disrespectful, juvenile and stupid.”  The 
georgetown University Law School grad said, “I 
offer no excuse or justification for my action. My 
behavior was inexcusable.” he’ll lose his license 
to practice. (www.nydailynews.com) – 10.25…

Justice Steve Perren appeared as Sir roderic 
Murgatroyd in “Ruddigore or the Witch’s Curse,” 
during an October run at the hillcrest Center 
for the Arts in T.O…

remember Elizabeth Wurtzel, the author of 
“Prozac Nation: Young and Depressed in America?.”  
She cut her legs with a razor, abused heroin and 
cocaine. Well, in January she graduates from 
Yale Law School. She’s gone into debt with the 
$43,750 yearly tuition.  And she’s 40. (www.
nytimes.com) – 10.28…What do the candidates 
Clinton, Edwards, giuliani, Obama, romney 
and Thompson have in common?  Lawyers…
In Case You Missed It:  The ABA announced 
Oct. 29 they had concluded a three-year study 
of capital punishment systems in eight states, 
found so many inequities and shortfalls that the 
group is calling for a nationwide moratorium 
on executions…After 8 years in Ventura, Rick 
Rabbin is moving his solo family law practice 
to 90 East Thousand Oaks Blvd.  New phone 
number is 499.1777 – Email remains the same 
at: rsrabbin@sbcglobal.net…John McNamara 
has departed the CDC and joined the Public 
Defender’s Office. You can congratulate the 
’78 USD grad at johnniemac9021@hotmail.
com… 

18 kudos for the VC Asian American Bar 
Association. They held their first annual golf 
tournament at Las Posas CC on 10.29 with 
a $25,000 hole-in-one cash prize (no takers, 
however). 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners 
took home cash prizes of $900. Something 
like 45 participants raised money going to 
the scholarship fund for law students. Lots of 
work by Mark Fang, Leah Gasendo, Dien Le, 
Stephanie Takeuchi, Leeton Lee, Julie Lin, 
and interns Scott Wintermute, and Sarah 
McEachern…Finally, my thanks to President 
Jon Light ,  who didn’t  rock the boat 
(significantly), attended 100 plus meetings, 
and is a consummate bar leader…  

Steve Henderson has been the executive director 
and chief executive officer of the bar association 
and its affiliated organizations since November 
1990.  Holiday celebrations abound this year 
beginning December 5th at Idaho Senator Larry 
Craig’s home and ending New Year’s Eve in Times 
Square enjoying Michael Chertoff ’s company.  
Feelin’ generous? Give to the VCBA/VLSP, Inc., a 
tax-deductible donation demonstrating the strength 
of lawyers’ generosity. Henderson remains a loyal 
Red Sox fan.

Exec’s Dot…Dot…Dot…
By Steve Henderson, Executive Director, M.A., CAE
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“David’s departure is a great loss to our District Attorney’s office. I hired him as a young Deputy
District Attorney in 1993. He served the people of this community well and with distinction.

He is very bright and an outstanding trial lawyer. This, combined with his high ethical standards
and work ethic, will make him one of the county’s premier private practioners as well.

I am very proud of his accomplishments.”
~ Michael D. Bradbury, Esq.

“As a practicing attorney for 33 years (including 25 years in private criminal defense practice, following
9 years in the Ventura District Attorney’s Office), I have had the unique opportunity to meet and

observe many attorneys. David Lehr is one whom I can recommend with great confidence. David is an
experienced, top-level trial attorney and will provide excellent representation to any person facing a
criminal charge of any nature or degree of seriousness. It is a great advantage to a criminal defense
attorney’s client to have an experienced trial attorney who is able to analyze a case from the unique

perspective of the prosecutor in planning strategy and anticipating tactical moves.”
~ Louis “Chuck” Samonsky, Esq.

Advice you can trust
when the stakes are high.

THE LAW OFFICES OF DAVID LEHR, INC.

789 S. Victoria Avenue, Suite 202, Ventura, CA 93003  ◆  805-477-0070
www.DavidLehrLaw.com

I would appreciate your criminal law referrals.


