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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: BASEBALL

By Don Hurley

DON HURLEY

KERN VALLEY MMl SGHODL

I have never been considered a “gifted
athlete,” being hindered by a natural lack of
speed and coordination, combined with a
propensity for bodily injury. Had I attended
almost any high school other than Kern
Valley High, with a total student body of only
120, my athletic accomplishments would
have been limited to playground basketball
and intramural softball.

Sports were a passion at Kern Valley High
given the lack of almost any other activities
and being isolated from the nearest drive-in
or movie theatre by more than fifty miles
of winding canyon road. This isolation
produced at least two possibly related effects:
(1) Everyone was expected to participate in
sports; and (2) we had an extremely high
teen pregnancy rate.

Baseball was my first experience with team
sports at the high school level. While perus-
ing Popular Science or National Geographic
in my last period study hall, I was approached
(physically dragged away would be more
accurate) by my gym teacher, who also
doubled as the football and baseball coach.
Without any thought of the need for a tryout,
I was given a baseball uniform and marched
out to a position in right field. My only
qualification, as it turned out, was that I was
a male student who was still academically
eligible. While I had doubts that Roberto
Clemente started his career in this fashion,
I viewed this as an opportunity to pose as a
“jock” for four years, with all of the associated
real and imagined social benefits.

Having successfully made it through my
freshman season and a series of one-sided
losses, I came to realize that my chances
for individual athletic glory were extremely
limited and my realistic goal became simply
to avoid defeat coupled with humiliation.
I eventually switched positions to second
base because the coach noted I could actually
throw the ball with some speed, albeit not
with great accuracy. Secondary benefits of
the move were that I could take part in
the infield “chatter” and no longer had to
make the long trek to and from my outfield
position.

Opportunity arrived at the end of my junior
year when I idly stepped up to the pitcher’s
mound to try to throw a few balls past one
of my friends, who was also one of our better
hicters. Friendship aside, I performed my
best imitation of Nolan Ryan, mixing speed
with measured lack-of-control, instilling the
necessary doubt in the batter whether the
next pitch wouldn’t inadvertently target a
vital part of his body. 1kept pitching to a few
of my braver teammates, managing to use my
one and only pitch, the somewhat blazing
and erratic fastball, effectively. What I didn’t
realize was that the coach was watching and
taking notes.

Our next game was at Mojave, home of
“White’s Restaurant” and gateway to anyplace
other than Mojave. As the visiting team, we
suited up in the girls’ locker room, which
was always cleaner and smelled better than
the boys’ side. Having performed my usual
pre-game ten minute ritual of trying to figure
out how the leggings should really be worn,
I walked out on the field, and started to trot
out to my position at second base, only to be
intercepted by my coach. He wanted me to
pitch that day, apparently lacking any other
healthy bodies and having some small degree
of misplaced confidence after watching me
at batting practice. I had mixed emotions,
excited at the opportunity but dreading the
distinct possibility of being embarrassed.

There was no cheering crowd that day. It was
cold, with the wind blowing off the snow-
capped mountains and across the high desert,
and the players were cither huddled around
the bench or shivering in the outfield, hoping
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for a quick inning and a quicker game. My
first throws were fast and hard, untouchable
either because of the speed or the fact that
they were placed over the batter’s head.
During the first four innings, there were
very few solid hits. The opposing team
either walked or struck out. But then, in the
fifth inning, I felt a sharp pain in my right
shoulder, which got dramatically worse with
each pitch. The pitches got progressively
slower, and I was forced to pitch sidearm.

Any sense of team support after the fifth
inning was difficult to discern from my
perspective, certainly within the scope of
a more conventional baseball game. My
centerfielder, sensing hypothermia, was
squatting on the ground, attempting to
avoid the chilling wind and trusting that
the game would hopefully be over before
he permanently lost all sensation in his
extremities. Rather than yells of “burn it in,”
I heard “just get it over the plate.” I sensed
that my shortstop, a devout Mormon,
was praying for a merciful end. The score
mounted against us, with more and more
batters being walked or connecting on solid
shots to the outfield. After what seemed an
eternity, the game eventually ended and we
slowly walked off the field, suffering from
both the cold and another loss.

I never pitched high school baseball again
but did compete and survive in other sports.
Lacking any notable success in any of these
activities, I've never been able to brag about
my high school sports career and there are
no trophies lying about my house from that
period. My fondest memories instead have
always been in the friendships formed during
that time, which have endured for more
than forty years. We may have lost far more
than we won at Kern Valley High, but we
never considered ourselves losers at the end
of the game.

Don Hurley is an Assistant County Counsel
Jfor the County of Ventura and is President
of the VCBA.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:

Dear Editors:

In the April edition of Citations, our Executive
Director, Steve Henderson, made a plea for
donations to a special fund at VCBA on
behalf of local attorney Peter Lemmon, whose
wife Jacki recently died, leaving him to raise
their nine young children alone. Jacki had
home-schooled the children; it is difficult
to imagine having to deal with the death
of a spouse, and at the same time, make
emergency arrangements for the education
of one’s children.

Contributions have not been overwhelming. If
there was ever a time to put oneself in the shoes
of a colleague, this may be that time.

For those who would like to help, please make
checks out to VCBA with “Lemmon Fund”
on the memo line. I would ask that those
who can, do.

Terence Geoghegan

Dear Editors:

I want to commend you on a well put-together

CITATIONS.

I would also like to comment on the
“Renewing the Supreme Court” article by
Professor Carrington. While he raises an
interesting question about life appointments
to the highest court, the reasons he gives
against such appointments seem to be based
on unfair stereotypes regarding seniors. Age
does not mandate arrogance, stubbornness or
rudeness. Many younger folks have these
traits, and many seniors do not. Disability
should never be a reason to deny someone
a job if, with reasonable accommodation, it
can be performed.

We have a history of highly respected justices
who decided cases with wisdom, clarity and
most importantly, judicial independence, well
into their senior years. In fact, some justices,
notably Justice Blackmun, have evolved their
thinking on a number of issues, including
capital punishment, during their long tenure
on the bench. This evolution was not the
result of senility, but of experience.

Professor Carrington believes justices need to
“apply sound political judgment to complex
public issues.” Politics should not play a role

in our judicial system, though sadly they often
do. Experience and judicial independence
help to ensure that politics not dictate court
decisions. Term limits have not proved the case
for a better quality legislature in California.
There is no reason to believe that automatically
removing the most experienced jurists from
the Supreme Court simply because of their
age and experience will improve the quality
of justice.

Tina Rasnow

Dear Editors:

I recently attended the April Inns of
Court presentation regarding the interesting
intricacies of Native American law and the
various conflicts that can arise in child custody,
marital dissolutions, contract and tort law.
As is the tradition of Inns of Court, the
presentation was made with tongue placed
firmly in cheek. It is a challenge to present such
a technical subject in an amusing and engaging
fashion. The presenters used Indian props,
spoke a bogus Indian pidgen, and engaged in
multiple plays on words to keep our attention
and perhaps, keep us awake. The jokes were
pretty silly. There was not a smidgen of
mean-spiritedness or vindictive racism even
hinted at in the presentation. It was goofy fun.

At the end of the presentation, a member
rose and, quite eloquently and very gently,
chastised the group for the insensitivity of
the presentation, explaining that she has close
relatives of Native American descent. She felt
that she would have been embarrassed had
they attended. The member observed that the
Native Americans were here first, that they
were stewards of the environment, that not all
Native Americans were as well off as those with
casinos. That is when I walked out.

I have learned that expressing strong opposing
opinions is not well tolerated at the Inns of
Court or anywhere else these days. Just when I
start having fun, people get angry. It can breed
resentment. I am not one who feels tolerance
is a virtue, particularly when that tolerance
allows the perpetuating despotism of political
correctness. I actually don’t believe you are
entitled to an uninformed or baseless opinion.
I have heard these opinions before and they
are often expressed in vociferous indignation.

As I listened to the speaker I asked myself,
what is the significance of her assertion that
the Native Americans were here first? Why is
that important? The more one thinks about
it, the less meaningful it is. Just because I
find a parking place first does not mean its
mine forever. Bigger trucks come by; your
car gets towed. You leave for a minute and
someone takes it.

The history of the Native American people is
fraught with abuse and injustice but hell, the
whole world is. Displacement of native peoples
has gone on for millennia. As a highland Scot,
I am somewhat irritated that England engaged
in ethnic cleansing. The English got tired of
fighting, so they shipped the highland clans out
to Canada, New Zealand and the Appalachian
South during the infamous clearances. What's
new? The Romans pushed the Celts across
Europe; the Celts pushed the Picts out of
Scotland; and Normans pushed out the Anglo-
Saxons. The English then pushed out the
Scots and Irish, who all contributed to the
displacement of the Native Americans, as did
every known race on the planet that joined the
California Gold Rush. How does this make
Native Americans special? Should I consider a
lawsuit against England for taking my ancestral
lands 200 years ago? Should I seek reparations
for shipping my clan to the God-forsaken
wilderness of Appalachia? Why not?

The other point raised by the speaker was the
myth that Native Americans were keepers of
the environment. Were they really? Where
did that come from? By and large they were
subsistence hunters/gatherers that were kept
in check by the environment in which they
lived. It could just as well be said that the
Native Americans were kept in check by
the environment as opposed to keeping the
environment checked. Starving when the
herds ran out was admirable but not the type
of environmentalism I would recommend.

And finally, the myth of the noble savage is
just that, a myth. Injustices in the far past do
not justify preferences in the present.

Over the last several decades, we have let
the political correctness imperative creep
insidiously into our culture. The hypersensitive
among us constantly decry their perception
of some slight or perceived disrespect. The
Native American is not mythical. The Native
American people consist of a complex and
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diverse culture but they are just like everyone
else, no more special than any other. These
generalized misrepresentations of some mythi-
cal specialness by people with a political
agenda just should not be tolerated. These
baseless assertions are just as bigoted as baseless
prejudices. Neither should be put up with!!
Like everything else in this world, when you
scratch the surface of the righteously indignant,
you find the true motivation is money and
power. Political correctness cloaks the fight for
preferences and redistribution of wealth and
power with a veneer of moral victimhood.

The politically correct hall monitors of our
society have hijacked the language, tell us what
and how to think, destroyed humor (except
on the internet), punished open discourse,
hector us constantly and have pushed sex back
to the Victorian age. As a result of this little
lecture, the next Inns of Court presentation
might be more somber, less humoress, devoid
of sexual innuendo, less silly and boring. I
guess we should be grateful.

Michael McQueen
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PORTRAIT OF JUDGE BILL PECK

Each year, Ventura County Trial Lawyers honors
a retired judge by hanging the judge’s portrait in
Courtroom 22. Judges Fred Bysshe and David
Long introduced this years honoree, Judge Bill
Peck. Judge Bysshe said:

We are gathered here tonight to pay tribute
to a quite unusual jurist, a judge

no little part because he went
directly from pimply puberty to
crusty curmudgeon at age 13, and
then spent a lifetime developing,
enjoying and perfecting his
curmudgeonly ways.

Unfortunately, we don’t have
time for all of you here to tell
your favorite Bill Peck story to
provide the full dimension to
this handsome two-dimensional
portrait being presented tonight.
The stories - and there must be
thousands — would provide us
all with insights into this bigger-
than-life local legend. Since we don’t have
time for the stories, Dave Long and I have
been asked in the few minutes allotted to
us to give you the executive summary of the
reasons why Bill is being honored tonight
and why he is loved by so many.

only a Duchess knows — how to control her
empire, Laura didn’t tinker with many of
Bill’s passions and interests.

He still is a voracious reader with a broad range
of interests who reads with discrimination,
assimilates and remembers broad concepts
and minute details with equal ease. Despite
the Mount Everest of information ranging
from history, culture and the arts to Civil War
and railroad trivia, he can instantaneously
pull out some obscure fact buried deep in the
mountain that he picked up 40 years ago.
He’s the guy you want on your side in a game
of Trivial Pursuit. He still is a collector —
he has a fascinating collection of not only
the finest clocks and chronometers outside
of a museum, but he also has collections
ranging from guns and lead soldiers to art
and sculpture.

And most importantly, Laura did not interfere
with Bill’s special ability to be a good friend

known for his reluctance to express
his thoughts or opinions — reticent to
engage in controversy of any kind and
extremely inhibited about exhibiting
any quirks and idiosyncracies.

“The Bar and Bench can be proud to hang
this portrait of Bill Peck among the great
retired judges.”

— he has kept his friends, constantly
developed new friends and even turned his
old enemies into new friends.

BILL - THE COMMUNITY LEADER

Anyone who thinks that this descrip-

tion accurately describes the judge we are
honoring tonight is either at the wrong event,
just had their feeding tube removed, or never

appeared before Judge Bill Peck.

I don’t see anyone getting up and leaving,...
Apparently, this big crowd is here to honor the
real Bill Peck, as well as the real Ken Riley. The
legendary Bill Peck: well known on the bench
and in the community for never being reluctant
to let you know what he is thinking; never
being reticent to plunge into controversy and
certainly never being inhibited about exposing
his unique quirks and idiosyncrasies.

Why is the real Bill Peck such a legendary

character?

Because, at least until recently, Bill did not have
a clutch to disengage the direct transmission of
his thinking to his vocal cords. Because, with
passion and a “damn the torpedoes” attitude,
Bill has long been engaged in the improvement
of both our justice system and community
life. And, yes, because Bill’s reputation
of being a legendary character is due in

BILL - THE PERSON

Bill’s personal life since he came to Ventura
County falls into two clearly defined
chapters. Before Lauraand after Laura. Laura,
affectionately known as “The Duchess,”is the
San Andreas Fault in Bill’s life.

For 50 years, Bachelor Bill harumphed along
in curmudgeonly ways — wearing J.C. Penney
suits, colored-drab, traveling on the cheap
— and too involved in the affairs of the
community to have “an affair,” much less time
for marriage. A busy caterpillar spinning his
cocoon to oblivion...and then Laura Osterle
took pity on this poor bristly caterpillar,
married him and through tender loving care,
brought out the butterfly from the cocoon,
bringing color, gaiety and joie de vivre to

his life.

Laura has brought many changes to Bill’s
life, including traveling to far away places in
grand style and keeping him, with grace and
humor, from taking himself too seriously.
But because she is smart and knows — as

Maybe it was because Bill the Bachelor
had the unmet need for children until he
married Laura — and she gave him two beloved
children he now considers his own — that he
worked so hard for children in the early years
serving on the Ventura Unified School District
Board of Education from 1969-1979, serving
as Board President in 1972, 1973 and 1977,
and also serving on countless community
boards, building the cultural infrastructure
of our community and serving the unmet
needs of children.

His contributions did not go unrecognized.
He was awarded Citizen of the Year in 1983
and the Petit Award for Community Service
by the Ventura Chamber of Commerce in
1980.

BILL - THE TRIAL LAWYER

Being a trial lawyer is challenging, interesting,
exciting, tedious, a lot of hard work, and
always a bit scary — particularly when you get
the call from the court that you are to report
to the court and begin trial on that case that
you were sure was going to settle — but scary
most particularly when it is your very first



trial. Let me close by briefly telling you about
Bill’s first trial, because it involves others you
know and teaches us why we are so blessed to
serve the justice system in Ventura County.

Bill Peck, just out of Boalt, was hired by the
District Attorney’s office and his first trial was
to prosecute a DUI in Fillmore. (This was
in the days of Justice Courts). The defense
attorney, a young Steve Stone, just out of
Hastings and recently hired by famed Santa
Paula attorney, Ed Beach, was the defense
attorney. Ed came with Steve to the trial to
see how his young protége would do and to
provide assistance when needed.

Ed Beach sat in the back of the courtroom
helping his hew hire, passing notes up to Steve.
As Bill tells the story, it didn’t take long for
Ed to realize that Bill needed as much help as
Steve — so Ed started passing notes up to Bill!
Steve says there were two lessons which came
out of that trial — neither of which Bill learned:
1) know when to keep your mouth shut and 2)
never wear a bow tie in Fillmore.

JUSTICE BEACH’S BIGGER LESSON

But, the bigger lesson for all of us is the one
Justice Beach taught us over 40 years ago
in his deciding to help Bill: that all of you
here tonight are engaged in a truly honorable
profession; that you must treat each other at all
times with courtesy and respect — and that as
professional colleagues (not just adversaries),
you must not forget that — even in the heat of
battle — the goal is not winning at any cost.

In this time when the legal profession — lawyers
and judges — are under attack, the Bar and
Bench can be proud to hang this portrait of Bill
Peck among the great retired judges who have
given so unselfishly to the community and
the profession,who have provided an example
to the community of the finest attributes of
a lawyer and a judge, and whom they can be
proud to call one of their own.
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Ken Riley is Judge (and nice guy) of the Year

Judge Brian Back, who was named Judge of the
Year for 2004 by the Ventura County Trial
Lawyers, introduced the winner of that honor for
2005, Judge Ken Riley. This was the first year
the nominee was announced before the dinner.

Judge Back said:

Thank you, again, for awarding me the honor
last year. I hope you know, I think you do,
that the judges value and appreciate the award
very sincerely. Certainly we all — attorneys,
judges, and any working stiff — like to receive
affirmation from people we respect regarding
our job performance, and it is particularly
satisfying to receive that affirmation from
VCTLA. So on behalf of all of the judges,
please know that this award is very special.

But I do have just one little bone to pick: OK,
so big deal, last year I'm like the stealth-VCTLA
judge of the year... in fact all of the prior
recipients labored under a cloak of secrecy such
that we don’t still know if we are permitted
to tell anybody that we even got the award!!
My wife still doesn’t know, and my kids cry
every night just hoping to hear that one year
I might have received the award. And then
this year, wellllllll... you go out and tell the
whole damn world that Ken RILEY is the
Judge of the Year!

Ken Riley...I mean, who is this guy any way?
Ken reported for his first day on the job at
the D.A.’s office, and at that time the D.A.
had offices in Ventura and Oxnard. Upon
arriving in Ventura, he was told that he had
been assigned to the Oxnard office and that
he should report there forthwith. He did. He
showed up in Oxnard, found the fellow in
charge, and announced that he was showing
up for his assigment. The fellow in charge
inquired, “Who are you?”, apparently having
no idea that a new attorney was showing up and

having no idea who Ken Riley was. The fellow
in charge was (now Judge) Barry Klopfer.

So who is this guy? I¢’s difficult, but I'm going
to try to describe Ken Riley for you. Is he a
guy you can put your trust in? Hey... before he
was an attorney he worked for the IRS. T ask
you, can you put your trust in this guy? But I
digress... let’s get back to who he is. How about
as a judge? Has he distinguished himself as a

judge so that we can know who he is?

No!! For goodness’ sake, do you know that
there are 7wo Judge Rileys in the county? Yes,
it’s true. It’s hard to even figure out which
one he is! So even as a judge he is extremely
difficult to identify. OK, forget who he is, let’s
try another approach.

Are there any funny stories we can tell about
him? Well, I did some digging. I dug this way,
that way, I dug shallow, and I dug deep...I
developed calluses on my hands...and then
I went to a good buddy of Judge Riley’s,
Judge Toy White. I know that Toy would
provide me enough material to go on here for
half of the night!! So this is what I got...He
and Becky enjoy camping, they are big time
motorhomers...So much for stories.

And then there is man’s best friend. This boy
likes dogs. This boy has six quadzillion dogs
(or maybe seven). This boy has rescued more
than all of us in this room, combined, are ever
going to own!!

But he is a judge. He is the presiding judge
of the criminal court. So, is he wise? YES. Is
he fair? YES. Is he compassionate and does he
deeply care about the people who came before
him? YES. Is he a hard worker? YES.

We in the courthouse like someone like Judge
Riley to handle those pesky little matters
that come along...you know, like Luster.. like
Sanchez. And to handle those matters, as
non-controversial and non-newsworthy as
they were, with an incredible amount of
professionalism.

And then there is Department 14, the master
criminal calendar courtroom, where everyday
60-70 cases show up “ready for trial.” And
every day some of those cases are “last day”
cases...they’ve got to start that jury trial right
now or somebody’s speedy trial rights might
require the defendant to be released...Now, if
in the courthouse you've got two capital cases
going on for weeks and months, and you’ve got

a couple of murder trials waiting in the wings...
and you’ve got other judges doing their assigned
courtrooms (oh, and by the way, when you
are doing this in a county whose population
keeps growing and which is always in need
of additional judges which are theoretically
allotted to us in the wider scheme of things).
Well, you’ve got to be pretty cool under fire
to make it all work. As the presiding judge of

criminal, Ken makes it all work.

And cool? This guy is the coolest. Now
I’ve talked about wise, fair, compassionate,
hard-working...all those attributes that we all
want a judge to have...and Ken possesses all
of these attributes.

And then there is one other attribute important
for a judge to have. I understood this when I
was practicing as an attorney, and I know that
many of you feel the same way. Since taking
the bench I appreciate it even more. That is
judicial temperament...appropriate judicial
temperament. Ken exudes appropriate judicial
temperament. This is who Ken Riley is as a
judge: If we had one of those Jenny Commis-
sion assessments in front of us right now, Ken
would score the highest in every category.

And as a person? Well, that’s the best part. I
heard it time after time from our colleagues:
Ken is a really nice guy, truly a really nice

guy-

And speaking of colleagues, I have one
additional bone to pick...with the other Judge
Riley. (Becky couldn’t be here tonight because
of a family issue out of state, but she is certainly
here in spirit.) About nine or ten years ago an
opening came up on the local bench and the
Governor was going to make the appointment.
And then Becky snatched it right out from
under my nose. Well, a couple of weeks after
the theft, I was in Simi Valley making an
appearance before the more honorable Judge
Riley, Ken Riley. My case was the last one
on the calendar, and when it was done, Ken
got off the bench, came down to me, and
said something along these lines: “I know
you must have been disappointed, but I hope
you keep your name in and push hard for an
appointment. I would be proud to have you
as a colleague.”

I've told Ken before that those words were
very special to me...I mean holy cow, this is a
nice guy!! And I am proud to have him as a
colleague, and I am happy to introduce you to
Ken Riley, JUDGE OF THE YEAR.
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The Pro Per Attorney’s Attorneys Fees

By Kathy Bower

Will the court award attorneys fees to a
prevailing pro per attorney? Probably not
where the fees are based on contractual or
discovery code provisions. The pro per
attorney may have a better chance when it
comes to sanctions and SLAPP suits.

Contractual Fees

Lawyers representing themselves in cases
involving contractual fees cannot recover
attorney’s fees as the prevailing party. Trope v.
Katz (1995) 11 Cal.4th 274. To “incur” legal
fees means to become liable, i.e., to become
obligated to pay /d.at280. Thus, an attorney
litigating in propria personna cannot be said
to “incur” compensation for lost time and
lost business opportunities. /4. at 280. The
Supreme Court commented that to hold
otherwise would result in disparate treatment
between lawyer and non-lawyer litigants.

Id. at 285.

Judicial gloss has been applied to T7ope. PLCM
Group, Inc. v. Drexler (2000) 22 Cal.4th
1084 held that a corporation represented by
in-house counsel could recover attorney fees
under Civil Code section 1717. The court
compared the duties of counsel working for
a corporation in-house to those of private
counsel engaged with respect to a specific
matter, and concluded: “Both... provide
equivalent legal services.” Arguably, an
attorney representing him or herself pro per is
providing equivalent legal services to retained
counsel, be it outside or in-house counsel.
The obvious distinction would seem to be
that the corporation pays its in-house counsel.
Interestingly, however, the Drexler court
did not limit compensation to the amount
actually incurred but allowed the corporation
to recover fees based on an hourly market rate
for attorneys, rather than the actual costs to
the corporation of counsel’s salary. Drexler
at 204.

Taking Drexlera step further, an attorney rep-
resented by other members of that attorney’s
firm can also recover attorney fees that were
“incurred.” Gilbert v. Master Washer and
Stamping Co., Inc. (2001) 87 Cal.App.4th
212. The Gilbert court found that either the
represented attorney will experience a reduced
draw from the partnership or absorb a share
of the reduction in other income the firm
experiences because of the time spent on

the case. Id at 221. Thus, the economic
detriment is caused by others working on
the attorney’s behalf. Yet this analysis does
not extend to a pro per attorney practicing
as an LLC who will similarly experience a
reduced income.

Discovery Act

Under the Civil Discovery Act (CCP §
2016, er seq.), a prevailing party on a
discovery motion “shall be” awarded
monetary sanctions, which include attorney
fees. Code of Civ. Proc. § 2023(b)(1). In
Argaman v. Ratan (1999) 73 Cal. App.4th
1173, 1179, a case from the Second District,
the court applied the rationale of 77rope
(that the pro per attorney does not “incur”
attorney fees) to the language of section
2023(b)(1), and denied sanctions based
on compensation for the time and effort
spent by a self-represented attorney who
successfully prevailed on a discovery dispute,
on the theory that the pro per attorney does
not “incur” fees. /d. at 1180. A subsequent
Second District case reached a similar
conclusion. Kravitz v. Superior Court (2001)
91 Cal.App.4th 1015, 1019.

Sanctions

A separate line of cases, by contrast, allows
pro per attorneys to recover attorney fees as
sanctions. Both LaBorde v. Aronson (2001)
92 Cal.App.4th 459 (attorney’s fees awarded
as sanctions to pro per attorney under CCP §
128.7) and Abandonato v. Coldren (1995) 41
Cal.App.4th 264, 268-69 (nothing oppres-
sive or one-sided in awarding attorney fees
under CCP § 128.5 to an attorney who
litigates in propria persona), which came
out of the Fourth District, Division 3,
distinguished 77opeand declined to follow it.
The LaBorde court observed: “If the point
of these statutes is to deter bad faith tactics
and frivolous litigation, it makes no sense
to declare such rtactics acceptable against
attorneys or non-attorneys representing
themselves in such matters.” LaBorde at 469.
Of course, this same observation could be
made about sanctions for the misuse and/or
abuse of discovery procedures.

SLAPP Suits

Code of Civil Procedure section 425.16(c)
provides in relevant part, “a prevailing
defendant on a special motion to strike shall
be entitled to recover his or her attorney’s
fees and costs.” In Dowling v. Zimmerman
(2001) 85 Cal.App.4th 1400, 1422-25, the
plaintiff landlord sued his tenants’ attorney,
who appeared pro per. The pro per attorney,
however, retained counsel, a SLAPP specialist,
to handle her motion to strike. She prevailed.
The court concluded that a defendant who
appeared in a SLAPP action in propria
persona and later retained specially appearing
counsel to bring a motion to strike under
section 425.16 was entitled to recover an
award of reasonable attorney fees under the
mandatory provisions of subdivision (c).
The court reasoned that section 425.16 was
enacted to deter and prevent SLAPP suits
and, to prevail on a motion to strike under
section 425.16, a SLAPP defendant ordinarily
must have competent legal representation,
regardless of whether the defendant is an
attorney or whether the defendant initially
appears in the action in propria persona. /2.

The Dowling court’s reasoning could pos-
sibly apply to a pro per SLAPP “specialist”
who prevails on a motion to strike without
retaining additional counsel, since such an
award fulfills the policy objective behind the
statute. Although there is no still-published
case directly on point, a recent SLAPP case
pending before the California Supreme
Court casts doubt on the viability of this
argument. In Soukup v. Stock, No. $126864,
the Court of Appeal held based on T7ope,
that “attorney fees” are fees charged the client
by the attorney, and that the pro per attorney
therefore cannot recover fees under CCP §

425.16(c)(1).

Kathy Bower has been a research attorney for
both state and federal courts.



MAY 2005 -+ CITATIONS 11

BAR L FADERSHIP

and LAWYERS AD R s
HATL BAR D 1 Merhze inasze s LI
ASLAN BAR

PHILLIP FELDMAN il 15 it

5 JRARKOUFICY
o5, MBAL LD, Hizlzel sovnr G 510
Frilwm Amurican Baard uf IRAIrRCETER=

LECGAL MALFPR
CXIPERT WIT

P'opleasiamal Leabilily Adlerneys Anb I_.".mm't : ) b
d DRESCa AL AT DL, ORI TTEE
Judin Lilaws Paiaa ErRTape LT

Certified Specinlis WECH], AL A RELATIOKS COMMITTER
Legal & Malical Malpeasice B hnsed M Faand AR RN ALY

{Llifumin & Americon Bar Associatians] DA ATTORS CY 2 A OCLAT 4%

Liss JLLH THERTEH LT E |
Fovumes Judge Piw Lewt IUECME S LITICATION EECT N
I'ormer Stote [Lar Mrsecmoer NECHTTTTI B PO P FoLRRE D
CLIA TN S
Bee arbifaiee 28 yemns e et 2

CLIEMT BELATIONS
Lvan Hizasd W R
o H
SalpE iy Anlhor f;fl:_.nt]tm PR AR
COURT L OUR FROGILASL
nrwn LayralWedpracticeFrpamy. M i eas b ERTP WAL
Lrvaily B lfnlpEcpomitealcam CEA LAY S0CIETY
SraasfarDofoused ol cone Duongrhs molpe Ll LM
(300} LOG-MALT 3146257} g i
AL TLL ISP Joasly La' Llan
T T v o Fosa Lhleavs L
OB | i o
= e = sl Pt featr] e Fridem 1 iy Walerm LI
JEL LR OF COLnT
Judisp Fus: W ¥ PE e FUE
Ju v Bvall srsur Caols LLEE
aads Laalaes W 2332

Thinking of Hiring a o v

Ligar Senvacss Fup D GOl riee:

Litigator Capert M yvewrs

LDoeabd Huales e ZOME

Private Investigator? oo

MERbCAR Aty i S ey

[Rulire: wo e, e oy Lhice Cril i 'I:."I..III_I":'IIJ.I.'\‘I'!" Suran Ko lin ekl ) B N el
Fau Burio Commrrrez
Gredilsilivy: Do tlaey buve o proven rack ool Who wee el el YO PN el SO
fprcialtics: Oetermine that ther hovr enre speria es that fe e specific neods Brupaie £ e Brassami Seons
= H ' 3 W S i ]
Lizrmsores: Rake cerinin that thiey ara gt ol wl e ninnessary insaranca. M -'"“_ > it
fdothmd plagies: Lo you nead @ gomshan 1Tz 1ckm high tochT ar both? s el bk 2
- - 1 - I = ;e
T 5 E TS AT ol |
Prodesslanal alfilialione: Koeps commenl wills legisbalioo, e & Lo el os T .
e : . i o Rical Prure LD
Imimee: A prisale ovesiiepior yoo e g iellechs on you S0 Daine e il o i Ay
: . Bz v Sz [ENLLE N )
predlpssinnnl irage s ruwy el Lo ealily in ool YOI VTSR, T,
1% vk Huile: i IhA

G - FLAE, red, MERFTU= S TTHEREYS
Sinre 1UHE, e etfors have eentsiimted th the seecess af nomerons nuses and Varn e il 1
illions nf dollars in favom e sedtlemends and jolgments Oor srvices inalada: YL THEAL LA TERS il TR
Rl Rzsoonka AT
& Unmputer Rirenskes: Beccaer & amidyms cvlidsners wem camsakers P TR L
 Emvironmamntsl Linhility: Tdeotiby snnmsas of Somfaminntlaon Euzan: Wl 1. 270

& Witness Devedopment: Tocate and intervicw wilnesses
& [uame rl.illl-;lllllhh' Hi ;|.__"---I ks erprmnrali Hniea o, JAART ArnrheE, ol TCBA STATE 07500
o Sphsrosar Condwet surwcilnnes: for ermplogss & ather dsaues Sneve |l aderane - Famsdmy [y,
Beciy Clepvandes o Borksar e Seupar g

ER DICT RESOURCES Sy Hoboo - e dendur

Siboe Cvma - e Tt Sl noeyr
oy we L p i LEL X . [irvabach Lipeds - LRIS Cannnges

Investigations And Professional Research T ioes Tutnr] - ST e fisdior
HEH Proeen Camarila, Soie 24006, Comanlbo ©0.8 S| VILN? ATEAr, Lk L

e r i Moawdean g - LI Arerga:
rnloelne 5445 1 : 1T ;
wienvendselmed | H 4 Linda [zedoan - 1T Dyt Do




ASSOUIATITN HAS, RN IFIED) THESE INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL PLANNING
PROFESSIONALS ~TD | ACLOMMODATE YLK r"{-.hm'n.mm NELDE, THESE |
OHEOKERS ARE RECOGHM wiD Yo THEIR INTRGRITY, Hﬂ'imhmxm A.:-m EXPERIENCE Lo

SEREVIMNG THRE I'Fl'_-'l.]'_ COMMIMWNETY . THEY Cam .'I.":i"iI!] ?l'ﬂl:;_r I'_'q THE AREAS I:?'F.
LIFE. HEALTH, DISABILITY. INGOME, LONG-TERM CARES INSCRANCE, ANNUITIES AKD-
____ INVESTMENTS. YOU CAN ORPAIN STATE AND COUNTY BAR PLANS AT DISCOUNTED

U RATES THROUGH TIIAE BROKERS.

Barry A. Cah'e

3. 5 A SIGNIFICANT BEMEFIT TO OUR MEMHERS. VAL VINTITRA COUNTY Ban

ru
o Disability Income Insurance
. Business Overhead Expense

& (805) 496-5537 Fax: (B03) 496-5598

Py 3
Liz, #0740274
240 Lambard St
w85 13
= Aleea Kt Fusryaih EI:I- LR it Lbe ol g G BT TE !
b, r:|'| 35,1 l'I"I"i R"'I"' -I-\-""' Ei i s e A e LR asansa Sompats al
-k-nl . ) Hﬂ'r PRI e P v Lk pecat e CIe s SETRE T e, ‘

-~ | Michael P. Kenney*, cLu

Group and Individual Health Insurance
Business and Personal Life Insurance

(B0S) 497-7407 Fax: (605) 494-1363

WV, hEnneycom pany_.mm _Ju- W GEER1E

2
? A o '3
N :

" i .
. L &
l-l‘-l" . LT I ‘

'C',_.-.rurrl gt 1:-. -.-:-\.c |_'|||qu|_‘| a el 1;.=re-|:| rEﬁ[.,.gp"ﬁ:-'?* .r'I :h", altalliared Ssanclsieb |"|I':‘ '|'|E|'"I1'-F"I' H-.E-D 2= Ll e n
: Eir: ;.'f :|'|h il L & Thoeasser .j-.’:iﬂkgfu.ﬂ E'I_"*Eh'l Hf:' T|1n|u=|rr Crakse T8 B |I'I:'Il' IF”.:I L-if.ll.-:'1-

- T " = i s -
= L _ W
a e B |
" - -
B = 1

— = - " T - =




whil T
py, arid

ity B

I3 eann-
thuit
1Hhares

J110 Wast Brapdie Aveiues, Durbanks, A 53504

vz Ao d of Dlreotors, and ool dybdenos oo nok 5o aranios the pasmort of uvdune dhdoords.



14 CITATIONS -+ MAY 2005

FARTO THE WALL...

Prospective jurors can now access the Internet
from their personal notebook computers while
seated in the Jury Assembly Room at the Hall
of Justice in Ventura. Wireless technology was
recently installed allowing up to 20 users to be
online at the same time. Written instructions
on connecting to the network and the security
key are available from Jury Services staff.
The small office/home office (SOHO) router
supports Wireless-B (802.11b) and Wireless-G
(802.11g) standards. For security purposes, all
wireless transmissions are encrypted. Signal
range is limited to the Jury Assembly Room.
Connections automatically expire after eight
hours. Traditional Internet access and other
conveniences are still available to prospective
jurors in the court’s Juror Business Center,
which is equipped with individual workstations,
telephones, computers with internet access,
and photocopy and fax machines.

June Hilton, Director of Administration at
Ferguson, Case, Orr, Paterson & Cunningham
LLP, has been elected to the Board of Directors
of the Greater Los Angeles Chapter of the
Association of Legal Administrators. This is
the third largest chapter in the nation, and a
valuable source of information to law firms,
managing partners, vendors and administrators.
It has an outstanding record for its volunteer
work in Community Outreach Programs.

In July of 2004, Barbara Taaff joined
Kenneth E. Devore & Associates as an
associate attorney. Barbara previously worked as
a research attorney for the Los Angeles County
Superior Court, in addition to practicing in
the private sector. She has experience in the
areas of estate planning, probate and trust
administration, conservatorships, and elder
law. The firm has moved to larger quarters at
31355 Oak Crest Drive, Suite 250, Westlake
Village, telephone (818) 338-3252; fax (818)
338-3287, website www.trustplanner.net. The
firm continues to focus in the areas of estate
planning, probate and trust administration,
conservatorships, and elder law.

Nordman, Cormany, Hair & Compton
was voted Top Favorite law firm in the East
County by theVentura County Star, and a
favorite by West Ventura County readers. The
Ventura County Star has been recognizing
businesses with Reader’s Choice Awards for
the past 10 years.

Upon her retirement from the California Court
of Appeal, Justice Margaret M. Grignon has
joined ARC (Alternative Resolution Centers).
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MOCK TRIAL

In February, over 500 kids from 21 high
schools competed in the Ventura County
Mock Trial Competition. 23 judges and 105
attorney scorers awarded La Reina High School
top honors. Coordinators Judge Brian Back
and Kaaren Valdez thank everyone involved
with the program. (As usual, the volunteers
thank Kaaren for her excellent home-made
cookies).

Students Learn Law Through Mock Trial
By Hannah Pitts

The studying, practices, and scrimmages of
many months accumulated for Ventura Mock
Trial students the week of February 28. For
three nights, twenty-one teams from high
schools across the county competed to be
named to winner of the county, moving on
to the state competition, which took place
March 18 through 20 in Riverside. All
teams competed the first two nights, while
the four teams that made the finals, Agoura,
Camarillo, La Reina, and Westlake, competed
Wednesday, March 2.

This year’s fictional case concerned drag racing,.
The defendant Darien Kendall was charged
with vehicular manslaughter, participating in
an illegal speed contest, and violating a city
ordinance. Jeff Gurrola, a senior and defense
attorney, commented, “Sometimes the cases
are easier for the prosecution to prove, but this
year it was pretty even for both sides. I thought
the case was good because it was one of the
more challenging cases I've seen.”

The city ordinance prohibited residents from
having a racing club sticker on their window
and “knowingly and purposely” congregating
with a member of a racing club. In the pre-trial
motion part of the rounds, both prosecution

and defense counsel argued the ordinance’s
constitutionality. Pre-trial motions attorney
Ashley Calhoun commented, “We had to
argue whether it was too vague and whether
the ordinance violated the First Amendment
rights of freedom of speech and peaceful
assembly.” Occasionally, the judge would
interrupt counsel for clarification or other
questions.

Team members also participated as witnesses
for both sides. The witnesses were a combina-
tion of eyewitnesses, law enforcement, and
experts. The variety of roles offered students
different opportunities to show their talent.
Witness Mark Gonzales elaborated, “I got
to be the defense expert. Some people play
the experts really dry, but I tried to give the
character more life—while still keeping the
facts straight.” Possibly one of the most
difficult parts of being a witness is balancing
the details of creating a character, with being
able to answer questions accurately. If a
witness has great energy and presence, but
can’t remember the facts, then that witness
will score poorly.

La Reina competed in the State Finals,
representing Ventura County for the tenth
time in twelve years. Newcomer Stephanie
Tardif commented, “This year was my first
year, and even though my team didn’t win
the competition, 'm excited for next year’s
case. I hope it’s a good one!” With students
anticipating the competition a year in advance,
next year’s competition is guaranteed to be
a good one.

Hannah Pitss is a high school student.
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Pro Bono Corner

By Verna Kagan
VLSP Senior Emeritus Attorney

Attorneys of the Month
Susan Ratzkin

d Last year’s pro-bono award
winner, Susan continues to
accept pro-bono matters on a
regular basis. It appears that
she has handled three matters
recently involving jurisdiction in other states.
All three have been demanding of her time both
in research and court appearances. Thank you,

Susan for all your hard work. Pro bono services
would not be the same without you.

Harveen (Beena) Simpkins

d Beena accepted a pro bono
matter recently before we even
had the opportunity to ask her.
This was a child custody move

away matter, an area of the law
that is in a great deal of flux. Beena used her
negotiating skills to come up with a result
whereby the minor will have frequent and
continuing contact with both parents. Thus the
child is the real winner. Thank you, Beena, for
the efforts you have contributed to pro-bono
matters.

Client Letter to VLSP
Dear Mrs. Kagan:

Recently I contacted the Ventura County Bar
Association’s Volunteer Lawyers Services. Your
office located a private lawyer to assist me in
my legal matter. Mr. Daniel Palay treated me
with utmost respect, he was very personable,
and we even shared a cup of flavored coffee
as we discussed my case. I know that I was
truly blessed by your office and the lawyers who
volunteer their time to low-income individuals
and families. I am deeply indebted to you
and would not hesitate to refer the Ventura
County Bar Association’s Volunteer Lawyers
Services to my family and friends. You are to be
commended for your outstanding community
services to low-income and underprivileged

patrons. Thanks Much.

Sincerely,
Bonita Adekeye

TRACY COLLINS
Attorney At Law
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Fee Cap Initiative Withdrawn

By David L. Shain

A fee initiative which would have placed
severe limitations on plaintiff attorney’s fees
has been withdrawn by its sponsor, PhRMA
(Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers
Association), following negotiations with the
Consumer Attorneys of California (CAOC).
The initiative would have limited attorney’s
fees in personal injury, wrongful death, or other
tort claims, to 20% of net recovery. Referral
fees would have been banned altogether. Had
the appropriate signatures been collected,
the matter would have appeared on either a
fall special election ballot or the June 2006
ballot. Itappears that PhRMA was under the
mistaken impression that CAOC was behind
pharmacy discount initiatives prepared by
various unions and consumer groups.

However, the coast is not clear. It is a virtual
certainty that another initiative is in the
works for the June 2006 ballot, sponsored
by other “tort reform” advocates. It may take
the form of another fee cap or it could be
a “PICRA” initiative, which would extend
MICRA limitations to all personal injury and
wrongful death actions. MICRA establishes

fee limitations and places a limit of $250,000
for non-economic damages in medical
malpractice cases.

The threat of these initiatives should be
of great concern to all attorneys. The
contingency fee provides access to the legal
system for injured persons who could not
otherwise afford to hire an attorney. Should a
fee limitation initiative become law, the field
of competent personal injury attorneys will
be substantially narrowed and will effectively
limit the ability of poor, or even middle class
people to seek compensation for their injuries
or for the loss of a loved one.

Certainly, placing artificial limits on non-
economic recovery would be inherently unjust.
Trial lawyers trust and honor our civil jury
system. Wild claims of the prevalence of
so-called “frivolous” lawsuits are unwarranted
and often based on dubious “anecdotal”
evidence. In truth, most tort lawyers avoid
cases they perceive to be non-meritorious
like the plague! Non-meritorious cases do
not typically produce successful results; the
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contingency attorney is not interested in
donating his or her time. In the rare instances
where a jury verdict may be excessive, the court
is almost certain to exercise its powers to set
aside that judgment.

The PhRMA initiative was a wake-up call.
It may well prove to have been beneficial
in the long run, if it serves to educate and
mobilize members of our profession to oppose
such attempts to limit or eliminate access to
competent attorneys. We perform a service
when we speak to our family, friends, and
acquaintances about the significance of these
proposed measures. If the public truly under-
stands the ramifications of these initiatives,
they will not succeed.

David L. Shain is Vice President and President-
Elect of the Ventura County Trial Lawyers
Association.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Services Offered

Law school graduate (Feb. 2005 Bar exam),
USC undergraduate, seeks law clerk or legal
assistant position. Extremely reliable, mature,
highly motivated, excellent communication
skills. Fluently bilingual in English and Spanish.
Call Alta Manzo at (805) 240-3118.

Ventura native and new UC Hastings grad
seeks full-time position beginning in August.
Experience in election law (currently clerking
for The Sutton Law Firm in San Francisco),
bankruptcy (extern, U.S. Bankruptcy Court), and
administrative matters (extern, California Office
of Administrative Hearings). Journal editor
(Articles Editor, HICLR). Education: J.D., UC
Hastings (2005); B.A., Claremont McKenna Col-
lege (2000, cum laude). Please email for résumé
and writing samples: ereed27@hotmail.com.

Experienced Workers’ Compensation attorney
available for appearances, depositions, physician
cross examinations and vacation coverage.
Certified Specialist in Workers” Compensation
Law, California State Bar. 15 years’ experience.
Reasonable Rates. Brian D. Watnick, Attorney
at Law. 290 Maple Court, Suite 118, Ventura,
CA 93003 (805)340-2282; fax (805) 677-0615.

BrianWatnick@hotmail.com

First Year Law Student Seeking Summer Law
Clerk/Internship Opportunity in VTA, SB or
LA County. Available 6/1 through 8/1, F/T
or P/T. Interested in any legal field, especially
criminal law. Graduated from UCSB with
a degree in sociology and currently attend
Golden Gate University School of Law. My
background is in Worker’s Compensation,
General Liability and Subrogation insurance
claims. For a complete résumé, please contact
Kristina Wenzel at (415) 567-5514 or email me
at kmariewenzel-lawschool@yahoo.com

UC Berkeley undergraduate studying environ-
mental economics & policy, with a goal of
practicing environmental law, would like to
intern for a local lawyer during my summer
break. Enthusiastic, intelligent, and dedicated.
Please contact: winonanash@gmail.com

Former Assistant City Attorney seeking part-time
or contract work. Experienced in wide-range of
civil law areas. Strong research and writing skills.
Willing to work in office or at home. Call Niki
at (805) 496-0856 or e-mail nfstokols@aol.com.

Litigator For Hire - Available to cover
appearances, handle limited file assignments
or assist with trial preparation on a “contract”
basis in Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo
and Ventura counties. Will also mediate
your case. www.tricomediate.com. Email

pbielaczyc@msn.com or call (805) 682-0434.

Attorney in Brazil -- Took the Feb. ‘05 California
Bar exam, secks a challenging position as a legal
assistant. Portuguese is her first language, can
read and communicate very well in Spanish.
Worked for the Brazilian Court of Appeals,
Third Circuit for ten years, seven of them as a
legal assistant. Email sandraborel@yahoo.com

or call (805) 278-1752.
Employment Opportunities

General counsel,Ventura Unified School District;
$95,000-$107,000 DOQ plus full benefits;
full- time 12 month. Must have exp. with school
law. Apply by 5-6-05. (805) 641-5000, ext.

1170; www.ventura.k12.ca.us/classhr

Seeking contract-typing assistance for appellate

briefs. Contact Richard Gilman at (805) 981-7907.

Ventura County Criminal Defense Attorney
secks secretary/office assistant. Applicant should
be proficient in Word and Word Perfect,
and interested in working 10-20 hours per
week. Position offers flexible hours, and salary
is dependent on experience. Fax résumé to

(805) 278-1072 and/or call (805) 482-1961.

Legal Secretary - Law firm in Financial Tower
seeks civil litigation sec with solid 5+ yrs.
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exp. Proficient in WP 10. Organizational skills
and attention to detail a must. Cordial work
environment and good benefits. Fax résumé
to: (805) 988-1937, Attn: Chris or email:
saki@atozlaw.com.

Office Space

Professional Office Bldg. at 674 County Square
Drive, Ventura. Underpass to courthouse, close
to freeway. Offices available from 150 sq. ft. to
900 sq. ft. Call Shelley @ Don L. Carlton Realty
(805) 676-9409.

Ventura near historical mission. Beautifully
restored Victorian home. City landmark.

4500 sq ft. Lease all or part. (805) 649-8604.

Camarillo - Beautiful 1700 sq. ft. centrally located
office to share with existing financial advisor.
Includes reception & conference room access.

Add’l space avail. Call Jerry (805)384-1186.

Great office space - 900+ square feet of space,
1 mile from Government Center. Professional,
clean, spacious, no bldg utilities to pay, janito-
rial service provided. Share with husband &
wife attorney services. Private office, waiting
room, reception area. Rent $650, first & last.
Call (805) 642-2217.
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The East County Bar Association held its first
meeting since October 2003. Over 50 lawyers
listened as Judges Kent Kellegrew and Bill
Leibmann discussed the new assignments at the
East County Courthouse. Doug Ridley and
Dien Le have joined president Marge Baxter’s
fine ECBA board...From President Theodore
Roosevelt: “Many of the most influential and
most highly remunerated members of the bar
in every center of wealth make it their special
task to work out bold and ingenious schemes
by which their very wealthy clients, individual
or corporate, can evade the laws which are
made to regulate in the interest of the public
the use of great wealth.”...Looney Laws: In
Tennessee it is illegal for an atheist to hold
public office...Deirdre Frank is leading the
bar charge for Law Day 2005. She’s coordinat-
ing efforts to place attorneys in the schools
speaking to government classes about the consti-
tution and the law. Call her at 650-1200...

The bar’s Court Tour Program Director, Peggy
Purnell, has been utilizing deceased Superior
Court Judge Kenneth Haymaker’s robe since
1977 for mock trials during the tours. It has
become a bit unraveled, and so, the tired robe
from 77 was replaced with Robert Willard’s robe
given to the Bar by Mrs. Willard...Los Angeles
County District Attorney Steve Cooley said
jurors who acquitted actor Robert Blake of the
murder of his wife are “incredibly stupid.”...Real
World Rules by Bill Gates #5: “Flipping burgers
is not beneath your dignity. Your grandparents
had a different word for burger flipping—they
called it opportunity.”...From John Quincy
Adams: “The mere title of lawyer is sufficient
to deprive a man of the public confidence-The
most innocent and irreproachable life cannot
guard a lawyer against the hatred of his fellow
citizens.”...Kudos to new Commissioner Mark
Borrell who takes the bench May 9*...Congrats
also to Public Defender Howard Asher, who
is now Chief Deputy, replacing Sue Olson.
Howard’s been with the office 23 years...

EXEC’S DOT...DOT...DOT...

By Steve Henderson, Executive Director

Taylor, McCord & Praver have moved from
their offices of 21 years on Main Street in
Ventura to Engle & Bride’s building on San
Jon Road. The firm is mostly on the 2*¢ floor
while the new firm name is Taylor, McCord,
Praver & Cherry. Way to go Patrick!...From
Robert Smith Surtees: “There are three sorts of
lawyers—able, unable and lamentable.”...From
George Eliot’s The Mill on the Floss: “Mr.
Tulliver was a strictly honest man, and proud
of being honest, but he considered that in law
the ends of justice could only be achieved by
employing a stronger knave to frustrate the
weaker. Law was a sort of cock-fight, in which
it was the business of injured honesty to get a
game bird with the best pluck and the strongest
spurs.”... The Oxnard Chapter of the Knights
of Columbus annually honors members of the
judiciary at its Public Safety Awards Dinner.
Judge Manny Covarrubias received the award
April 11%..

There were 147 folks in attendance at the
VCTLA Judges’ Night Dinner including 27
justices, judges and commissioners honoring
Judge Ken Riley and Judge Bill Peck. Judges
Fred Bysshe, Dave Long, and Brian Back
were superb with their comments...In an email
from Laura Peck to Justice Gilbert afterwards:
“Our Gold Coast Reporter field correspondent
attended last night’s Trial Lawyers Judges’
Night Dinner and turned in her report to GQ
Magazine at dawn breathlessly citing you as
Best-Dressed Honorable Person at the event.
She also submitted photos, which she took with
a long-range lens. We, too, were impressed by
your ensemble, a clever melange chosen from
various sources and designers. We are, however,
puzzled—Armani, Calvin Klein, 50-Cent or
Salvation Army? Please let us know how you
put your look together! We envision a feature
essay in our May edition with you on the
cover, perhaps in that black robe you and your
associates wear on special occasions. With
great admiration, GQ Editorial Board.” Justice
Gilbert responds: “Dear Duchess, My outfit was
a melange, a distinct eclectic blend of high and
low fashion representing a variety of social strata.
The statement is simply, we are all one, and
on a subliminal level pays homage to Rodney
King’s plea that we all “get along.” The blazer,
courtesy of Justice Paul Coffee. Slacks, and
clip-on tie, courtesy of security guard Guido
“Bob.” Shirt, on loan from Justice Steven
Perren. Armani is trying to buy us out, but we

are holding firm.”

Ron Landers won 1% Place in the National
Masters Racquetball Association Tournament

held in Canoga Park in March... There was

a display ad in the Honolulu Register dated
April 6th: “Some lawyers advertise who
they are...Others, what they do. $2,375,000
settlement to driver suffering paralyzing injury
when defective Big Island highway, without
shoulder or guardrail, allows vehicle rounding
curve to overturn.”...

Steve Millich returns to KCLU on Friday
evenings from 8-10p.m. starting May 13 with
“Mostly Blues.” His weekly two-hour program
will feature blues and its offspring, i.e. Gospel,
R&B, Doo-Wop, and an occasional surprise.
When asked why he switched the format
from Jazz to Blues, he paraphrased Blues great
Willie Dixon. “Blues is the roots, the rest is the
fruits.”...Attorneys are bracing for the newest
twist in employment law: Internet bloggers
who write about their workplace, or use blogs
while at work. As blogging grows in popularity,
employers are realizing that the self-published
materials could contain confidential company
information or defame a corporate image. And as
blog related firings increase, more companies are
turning to employment law to write new policies
and protect themselves...REMEMBER: Law
Day 5K is May 21* at the County Government
Center. This remains a terrific way to raise
money for the Volunteer Lawyers Services
Program, Inc. without actually having to take
a pro bono matter...Don’t forget the VALA
Annual Winetasting/Silent Auction Benefit
Fundraiser for the VLSP, Inc. May 12% at the
Ventura Yacht Club. Delaina Finch is managing
the efforts at 385-7489...

Steve Henderson has been the executive director
of the bar association since November 1990 and
recently ingested a small toe within the chili ar
the cafeteria in the County Government Center.
Henderson and an unidentified 70 year-old
attorney at NDSW&B came in 60° Place in a
March Madness Pool with 129 entries. Lastly,
it has become apparent April 15 was not going to
work as a retivement date.

Tri-County Sentry
Newspaper
LEGAL/PUBLIC NOTICES

We can publish your Trustee’s Sales,
Probate Notices and Change of Names.

Court Order No.125431

Rates:

Trustee’s Sales...$225 approx

Petition to Admin $180 For the best
Change of Name...$110 service call
Legal Notices...$850 486-8430

We file your Affidavit of Publication with the court
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